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Licensing ‘Reforms’ gyccessfully Blocked

Last month, Three Mile Island
Alert and other anti-nuclear organiza-
tions won a major victory in blocking
proposed "reforms™ of the NRC licensing
process.

In the spring, the NRC proposed
a number of rule changes designed to

"speed up" the licensing process. One

to set forth all facts, sources and docu-

ments they would use in presenting cases
they would use in presenting their cases
as a supplement to the petition to inter-
vene. This rule would have required in-
tervenors to develop a full case prior
to the discovery process, an impossible
task.

Joanne Doroshow, TMIA vice-chair-
person who joined chairperson Louise
Bradford in writing the comments to the
proposed rule changes, said that such a
rule would have forced citizen groups
to develop their entire cases before
discovery. ™Intervenors,” she said,
"would have virtually been eliminated
from the process.”™

A second change would have limited
the number of interrogatories (requests
for information and documents) that in-
tervenors could present without the
consent of the opposing parties.
Doroshow argued that since intervenors
depend heavily on the discovery process
and interrogatories to develop their
cases, this rule would have limited
severely the scope of arguments that
might be presented. "In effect,” she

said, "utilities and staff could have
held virtual veto-power over the scope
of intervenors' presentations.”

In announcing the final rules, both
proposals were dropped.

Doroshow hailed the victory. "If
those rules had been adopted,” she said,
citizen groups would have been, in
effect, eliminated from the licensing
process."

Two other proposed changes were
adopted. One would allow the presiding
officer to require that documents be
sent by Express Mail; the other would
allow conference calls to be used when
a witness had been compelled to answer
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a questions,
testimony.

subsequent to his or her
TMIA opposed both.

"We can live with these, however,"
said Doroshow. "It is unfortunate that
the NRC wants to place further burdens
on the citizens."

"But,"” she added, "we won the two
that really counted. We kept the citi-
zens' groups in the process."

PUC To Make

Rate Increase Decision

The Public Utility Commission is ex-
pected to make an initial decision on
MetEd's $162 million rate increase app-
lication. The utility has asked for $50
million in emergency rate relief.

If the PUC grants the emergency re-
lief, it would be the first time such an
increase has been allowed since the Pub-
lic Utility Codes were revised in 1977.

MetEd's request for emergency relief
was forced by the 45-bank consortium
which has provided funds since the acci-
dent.

Representatives of the banks will
convene on Jan. 15 to decide the fate of
the revolving credit arrangement which
has kept MeteEd afloat since March, 1979.
IT the emergency increase has not been
granted by that time, the banks have
threatened to pull the plug on the TMI
operator.

According to a source close to the
proceedings, the banks are ready to take
such action. Such a decision could move
GPU closer to bankruptcy.

Many feel, however, that such action
by the bank group, which is led by New
York's Citicorp and Chemical Banks, would
force the PUC into a decision on the
full rate case before February. Addition-
ally, some feel the banks would force the
PUC to make a larger increase than they
would otherwise be willing to allow.

The full $162 million (MetEd) pro-
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ceeding was expected to be decided by
the end of March. If emergency relief
is granted, the amoutn would be deducted
from the final award; it would not be
allowed in addition to the final amount.

Even though the utility recently
reduced its request from $212 million

to $162 million, major differences re-
main between the utility and the

Consumer Advocate's Office (OCA).

Both parties agree the utility
should be allowed to begin amortiza-
tion of the original TMI Unit 2 cost.
They differ strongly over how long it
should take. MetEd asked to collect
the cost over a period of roughly
five and a half years. This would
amount to nearly $70 million per year
in increased rates. OCA, on the other
hand, has argued that most plants of
this kind are paid in 15 years. This
would lower the annual cost to $23
million.

Recently, the New Jersey Board of
Public Utilities allowed GPU to collect
its costs for the cancelled Fork River
reactor over the 15-year period.

On the question of cleanup costs,
MetEd has asked for some $25 million
over the next five years. This amount
would equal the amount set forth in
the cleanup funding plan proposed by
Gov. Thornburgh (and would exceed, by
nearly 250 percent, the amount pro-
posed by TMIA). The consumer advo-
cate argues, however, that since Unit
2 is not "used and useful™ under the
Public Utility Code, no cleanup costs
should be allowed.

An OCA source acknowledged that
little or no outside funding help would
come if the consumers did not pay part
of the cost. But, the source said, OCA
must deal with the law, not the politics,
of the situation.

Both parties agree Unit ! should be
allowed back into the utility’'s rate base
if the NRC allows restart. Each, however,
places substantially different values on
the plant.

MetEd has not asked for retrofits

Continued Next Page



they expect to do to be included in the
rates; so at this time, payment for con-
struction work in progress (CWIP) is not
an issue.

A number of separate disagreements
exist in the non-TMI 11 portion of the
case. While MetEd is asking for $162
million, the Consumer Advocate has pro-
posed only $72 million.

Under the funding plan proposed by
TMIA, MetEd customers would have
some $7 million per year to put in-
to the rates over the next eight
years.

WRITE TO THE PUC COMMISSIONERS

And urge them to rule that no more
than $7 million of customer money
be allowed into the rates.

Write to Susan Shanaman,
Chairman; and Michael Johnson,
James Cawley, Linda Talliaferro
and Clifford Jones at the North
Office Bldg, in Harrisburg PA
17120

Legal Fund Receives,
Needs More Support

People from around the country have
pitched in to help TMIA block the restart
of Unit 1.

Last month, TMIA sent funding appeals
to people who had written the NRC oppo-
sing restart. Despite the difficulty
of raising funds during the holiday per-
iod in December, more than 10 percent of
those contacted have responded. This is
an extraordinary percentage for a 'cold
list.""

To date, more than $650 has been re-
ceived from this mailing to help defray
legal costs.

Next week, you will all receive a
letter outlining the legal situation,
appealing for help. While we know that
many of you have given before, no appeal
has been made in nearly 15 months.

We urge you to give everything you
can — and no amount is too small! With
your help we can keep the legal fund
going strongly. And it would be nice,
for a change, to know that our future
was not being hampered by a lack of
money.

What Makes Up Your Rate Base?

(Last month, the Alert presented
an overview of the various components
that make up your electric rates. This
mont, and in subsequent months, we will

look at specific portions of the process.

Additionally, we hope to look at certain
political issues which affect the rate-
making process.)

The rate base is defined as the
dollar amount of utility investment
in the property determined by the
Public Utility Commission to be "used
and useful”™ in supplying the service
a utility undertakes to furnish.

The largest single item in the

rate base is usually the utility's
investment in generating plants.
Other "plant™ items such as distribu-
tion facilities (substations, trans-
mission wires, rights-of-way, etc.),
office property and facilities and
fleet vehicles are also part of the
rate base.

In short, all items necessary for
the normal conduct of a utility’'s
business are included in the rate base.

From this investment such items as
deferred taxes, deferred investment tax
credits, consumer contributions and ad-

Continued Next Page



vances and the like are deducted. These
items are used by the utility to meet
its capital needs.

A utility can also include "wash
working" capital in its rate base if it
can show the money was raised from inves-
tors and not from consumers. In the most
recently completed MetEd rate case, the
PUC disallowed certain working capital
because, argued Administrative Law
Judge Joseph Matuschak, the money came
from the ratepayers and not from bond-
holders and preferred stock investors.

If that same cash had been held
by MetEd past the date when bond and
preferred dividend payments were made,
it could have been included in the rate
base as coming from investors.

Finally, fuel inventories, supp-
lies and materials are added to the
rate base.

In the process of setting rates,
the rate base figure (when multiplied
by the rate of return) produces the
allowed revenues a utility may be
permitted to achieve.

Richard Morgan and Sandra Jarabek,
in How to Challenge Your Local Utility,
offer the following formula to illus-
trate the relationship of rate base to
revenue:

Gross Cost of Net Operating
Revenues Service Income
(Expenses) (Rate of Return
X
Rate Base)

This gross revenue figure would
then be divided according to formulas
set by the Public Utility Commission
to spread the money among the various
classes of electric users.

In this way, the size of the rate
base becomes a major issue in most rate
cases because its size determines the
amount of profit a utility will be
allowed to make.

The "investment in plant,”™ the
largest single portion of the rate base,
can be determined in two ways. The first
simply allows a utility to recover the

original cost of its facility, regard-
less of inflation. The second, a less-
used approach, allows the utility to re-
figure constantly (for each rate case)
the value of replacing a facility (re-
placement cost). Pennsylvania, which
formerly used replacement cost figuring,
now follows the plan allowing utilities
to capture original costs.

Still, there are problems. Since
a. utility becomes more profitable if its
rate base is increased, it makes economic
sense for it to build as much gener-
ating capacity as it can possibly afford.
In this way, the rate base (and thus
profits) grows. Nuclear power plants
costing huge amounts of money for con-
struction (therefore profit-making)
have been preferred over those with
smaller construction investments but
larger operating costs (therefore
not profit-making). Conservation and
load management (labor intensive but
not expanding the rate base) has been
shunted aside by utilities in favor of
newer and more expensive production
facilities.

Unfortunately, the Public Utility
Commission has little control over
whether a plant will be built and what
kind of facility it will be. Legislation
has been proposed requiring the PUC to
issue a "'certificate of need" prior
to the start of construction but, at this
time, the proposals are stalled in the
Legislature.

Additionally, the profitability of
an expanded rate base makes it advanta-
geous for utilities to look the other
way as cost overruns occur on their
construction projects. Cost containment
would limit the growth of the rate base
— and thereby limit the growth of a
utility's profits. The cost overruns
simply make good business sense, since
the additional cost of financing
overruns can be captured from customers
as an "expense" item.

(ERRATA: Last month we listed How
To Take On Your Electric Utility as a
possible resource. Not only were we
wrong on the title but it's been replaced
by a sequel: The Ratevatcher s Guide.
How To Shape Up Your Utility's Rate
Structure.)



Cheating Hearings End - Evaluation Begins

Hearings into the extent of cheating
among TMI control room operators taking
examinations ended Dec. 10, and four days
later the three-member Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board announced, as far as it
was concerned, TMI Unit 1 could reopen
for ""testing"™ at five percent power.

The five-member Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, having received the ASLB
ruling, now must decided whether to per-
mit GPU Nuclear to restart Unit 1 (and
whether at full power or the recommended
five percent) or to deny such permission.

The NRC could decide to wait until
it receives the ASLB’s findings on the
ramifications of the cheating scandal.
Those findings are expected in March
or April.

Meanwhile, in its 806-page decision
of Dec. 14, the ASLB listed a number of
conditions with which GPU must comply
before restart. These include training
and staffing requirements, equipment
changes and emergency planning.

Administrative Law Judge Gary
Milhollin, who has presided over the
cheating hearings, is off to France.

He will, however, spend much of his time
there reviewing hearing transcripts and
findings of fact due Jan. 5 from GPU and
Jan. 15 from intervenors, including TMIA.
TMIA has been represented throughout the
hearings by Louise Bradford, who has been
aided by Joanne Doroshow.

Although no more hearings have been
scheduled, Milhollin has permitted the
record to remain open in the event later
evidence needs presentation.

TMIA can, and may, appeal the ori-
ginal ASLB decision on management compe-
tency. The ASLB had decided GPU manage-
ment was capable of operating Unit 1.

Should the NRC give a green light
for restart, GPU now acknowledges it
will take an indefinite period of time
to find the extent and seriousness of
steam tube leaks discovered in Novem-

ber in Unit I’s two steam generators,
and then repair or replace them. Ex-
perts estimate that could realize any-
where from a month to a year for com-
pletion.

The final witnesses at the cheating
hearings were a number of the control
room operators, including the two caught
cheating. Two others found to have
suspiciously similar answers on the
exams also

Two NRC Inspection and Enforcement
investigators recalled during testimony
an instance during the April, 1981,
exams when an operator was solicited
for ansers by a company management-
level training instructor, who was also
taking the exam.

Another operator testified that a
person who had already taken the exam
was stationed outside of the examination
room, offering assistance to those taking
the exam as they left the room for breaks.

Testimony also indicated acknowledge-

ment of widespread cheating on requalifi-
cation exams given to the operators.

SEE RELATED STORY PAGE 6



PATRIOT NEWS ATTACKS ASL

The Harrisburg Patriot and Evening News, in editorials on Dec. 16,
savagely attacked the decision of the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
to allow restart of TMI Unit 1.

In words we wish we had said, the Harrisburg dailies questioned not
only the decision but the sham of the restart hearing process. Because
the editorial states out position so eloquently, we reprint sections of
it in their entirety. We wish we h‘;’}dl space to run the whole thing.

"But, if the licensing board was ’exhaustive' in its inquiry
it surely was not thorough; if it asked many questions, it
failed to ask the right questions; if it looked at every
screw, it would not grasp the entirety of the problem...

"It is possible to separate the technical connections be-
tween the two reactors at TMI — as is being done — but it
is even beyond the NRC to alter their proximity or to ex-
tinguish the trauma inflicted from there on a public trust-
ing of the judgment, integrity and competence of the util-
ity and its overseer. The licensing board could deal with
with myriad of technical questions, it could not — and
would not — address the psychological result when a nu-
clear accident rendered volumes of self-assured technical
reviews into gibberish and a reactor into radioactive mush

"It is an indication of how devoid the process is of sens-
itivity to its mistakes and a measure of tis lack of social
accountability that the operation of Unit 1 can be consider-
ed while only yards away its sister plant sits in ruins,
contaminated by radioactivity, an acknowledged health and
safety hazard which continues unresolved...

"The system has failed to come to grips with this nuclear

stepchild. No one wants to admit paternity, so the easiest
thing to do is to ignore it, let it sit there. The govern-
ment licenses them, the utilities operate them and the Good
Lord cleans them up. The system never was prepared to deal
with a $1 billion nuclear accident and it is no more pre-
pared today, yet it proceeds with licensing nuclear plants
as 1f TMI never happened, as if it didn't exist,...

"Only a system that is morally bankrupt would carry on its
ritual of attesting to the innocuousness of nuclear power
plants across the ashes of one that says it isn't. The
final decision on the recommendations of the licensing
board rests with the full commissionof the NRC and it will -
be less of a judgment on Unit 1 than it is on itself and
the morality of the policies it pursues.”

Letters to the editor and letters of praise and support for these
kinds of expressions should go the the Patriot's Executive Editor Saul
Kohler and editorial page Editor Henry Kaufman at 812 Market Street.
Harrisburg PA 17101.



SOME CRITICAL

TMI Restart came one step closer
on Dec. 18 when the Pennsylvania Emer-
gency Management Agency held its one
required public meeting at the William
Penn Museum to receive comment on
evacuation plans in the event of a
nuclear accident.

Technically the meeting fulfilled
the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board's
requirement on preparedness but many
citizens objected to the presentation
saying it was announced only two weeks
in advance, was held on a working day,
was not well-publicized and addressed
only the evacuation of a 10-mile radius
are around the plant.

Objectors also said the plan could
be read only in a few sites around
the area and no individuals could obtain
copies for study. Citizens repeatedly
attacked the plan for its dependence on
volunteer personnel to direct traffic,

OF EVAC PLAN

drive buses, man mass care centers and
provide medical care. It was also felt
those people would evacuate in the

event of an emergency and be unavailable.

Some attendees called for genuine
drilles in schools and communities to
test the practicality and feasibility
of the evacuation plan and asked for
broadened planning for a 20 or 25 mile
radius. It was pointed out that commun-
ities and hospitals plan to use the same
pool of buses, trucks and personnel.

Concerned citizens asked that MetEd
be required to pay for costs of evacu-
ation planning. The utility, PEMA point-
ed out, did contribute money to the
drills held last summer and will finance
public information pamphlets planned for
distribution early this year.

These pamphlets are also part of
the NRC's requirement for restart. Some
giving public comment expressed that
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schools, parents and students have no
clear ldea how to act in most cases. No
plans have been received from Middletown
schools, for example, and no planning
has begun in Middletown's Seven Sorrows
parochial school.

TMIA member John Murdoch dubbed
the plan a "willing” plan in which as-
pects outlined "will" be done sometime
in the future. The public will be

educated. Medical personnel will get
training. School plans will be form-
mulated.

A Department of Health spokesperson,
Julie Cox, announced one exception to
the "will' rule. Potassium iodide,
which protects thyroid glands from rad-

THIS

iation absoprtion will not be distri-
buted since the only available supplies
have a shelf-life expiring in December,
1981 (now extended to 1982). More will
be manufactured for the state only if

a 275,000unit order is guaranteed.

State Police expect to have some
supplies of potassium iodide in a month
or so. It is also unclear whether some
will be on hand for hospitals and plant
site personnel. Currently the Food and
Drug Administration advises the use of
the drug only for those expecting expo-
sures of 10 to 20 rads.

The NRC said a 10 mile planning zone
was hit on by an NRC-EPA task force unit.

here's your chance to have your say.................

UNIT 2 CLEANUP ADVISORY PANEL MEETINGS

MONTH

January 13 at 7 p.m

January 28 at 7 p,m

Holiday Inn at Chestnut and Second Streets
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KEHOE TO SPEAK IN MARCH

Keiki Kehoe, a lobbyist on
nuclear issues and author of
Unavailable at Any Price who has
spent the last year focusing on the
Price-Anderson Act and the funding
for cleanup of TMI, will speak on
insurance and TMI at the next full
membership meeting Tuesday, March 2
at 7:30 p.m.

The meetingwill be held at the
Calvary United Methodist Church at
700 Market Street in Lemoyne. There
is plenty of parking at the side and
rear of the church as well as on
Market Street in front of the church.

Ed Charles and Mac Albright will
chair the meeting.

Kehoe has said that Met-Ed is
planning to have $1 billion of insurance
for property damage at Unit 1, when and
if restart takes place, and the company
will attempt to assume the $1 billion
for its own property, leaving nothing
for the residents of the area. They'll
allege, said Kehoe, that area residents
are protected by the Price-Anderson Act.
But studies show, she said, that people
in the Harrisburg area would have gotten
about 3! for every dollar of property
losses if the TMI accident had been more
serious.

Kehoe also has said the same compan-
ies selling insurance to Met-Ed for
nuclear damages put a "nuclear exclusion™
clause in residents' policies, denying
any insurance coverage in the event of

a nuclear accident. These companies,
she said, should not be permitted to
discriminate against home and business
owners who want nuclear insurance.

Kehoe has urged residents to call
and write to Insurance Commissioner
Michael Browne at the Department of
Insurance, Strawberry Square in Harris-
burg, 17120, 787-5173 and to Gov.
Thornburgh for improvements in this matter.

TMIA's Economic Committee
is looking at a number of pro-
jects concerning nuclear econom-
ics, insurance, etc. If you
would like to be involved in
this effort, call Kay at the
TMIA office at 233-7897.
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GPU FACES FINANCIAL TROUBLES

GPU's other nuclear plant, Oyste?- Creek (*’.J.) has been ordered shut
for 18 months so repairs and modifications can be made. The cost of the work
will exceed the original price of the 12-year old unit. The latest Oyster
Creek difficulties follow a two-year period in which the plant was out-of-
service more than it was on-line.

Louise Bradford, chairperson of TMIA, has questioned whether GPU would
be able to pay for the repairs. "The company,” she said, "is already faced
with huge costs for cleanup of TMI-2, modification of TMI-1 and repairs to
the steam generators in TMI-1."

While figures are available for the cleanup and for modifications to
TMI-1, there are no such estimates on how much the steam generator work will
cost. Late last month, GPU spokesperson Doug Bedell announced it would take
at least six months to fix the problem. Many people believe it will take far
longer than that

According to GPU Nuclear, the Oyster Creek plant will be shut down from
July, 1983, to March 1984, for modifications to the containment vessel and for
"lessons learned” modifications. The plant will be closed again for nine months
beginning in mid-1985. At that time, cracked pipes in the Emergency Core Cooling
System will be replaced.

The utility and the NRC have known about the problems in the cooling
system since 1978 but the NRC has allowed the plant to operate despite the

danger.

While the plant is out of service, customers of New Jersey Central Power &
Light will be forced to pay for replacement power. The cost of this purchased
power will be $216 million in additional bills.

At least one New Jersey official has questioned whether the repairs should
be done. Citing the plant’s age and past performance, he said Oyster Creek
may give us a clear indication of the useful life of a nuclear plant.

Bradford said that she had twice asked the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
to get involved in the financial question. TMIA had raised the issue before
the NRC but the commission has ruled it would not consider the question during
the restart hearings.

TMIA’s appeal of the financial decision was withdrawn after the courts in-
dicated it would have to be raised as part of an appeal of the entire NRC dec-
ision on restart.

Bradford indicated TMIA would again ask the state to question GPU finances.

"What concerns us," she said, "is that GPU will cut corners and compromise
the health and safety of Pennsylvania residents simply because of a lack of
money...We believe more strongly than ever that GPU does not have the financial
resources to operate nuclear plants safely.”
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PUC OKAYS RATES

The Public Utility Commission okayed
a $128 million rate increase for users of
electricity from Three Mile Island on Jan.
8. The commission adopted the rate
boost, which will add $74 million to the
bills of Met-Ed consumers and $54 million
to the bills of Pennsylvania Electric's,
as well as including in the settlement
a commitment for a total of $37.5 million
from both Met-Ed and Penelec customers
for cleanup of TMI-2.

The increases would remain in effect
until, as part of the PUC agreement, the
undamaged Unit 1 reactor at TMI is return-
ed to service, when rates would decline.
The tying of the settlement to restart
received opposition from TMIA and TMI
PIRC. While TMIA supported the compro-
mise settlement's financial terms in a
Dec. 29 statement, it later renewed its
opposition to the possibility of restart
of Unit 1 in statements to the PUC and
the press. TMI PIRC had rejected the
entire case settlement on the basis of
its cleanup clause dependency on the
Unit 1 reactor restart.

William G. Kuhns, president of
GPU, Met-Ed and Penelec's parent company,
said the increases weren 't adequate enough
to restore the utilities to complete
financial health, but said they were
sufficient to deal with the companies'
needs at current reduced levels of oper-
ation.

Part of the settlement prohibits
Met-Ed from entering into further rate
proceedings until January, 1983. The
monthly bill of an average Met-Ed cus-
tomer paying $37.67 in January would

INCREASE

increase to $43.09 under the first step
of the plan, followed by a reduction to
$39.85 should the undamaged reactor go
back on line, leveling off at $38.74

when the energy charge expires in May.

TMIA's support of the financial
terms of the agreement hinged on the
belief that consumers will have taken
on their part in a compromise to fund
cleanup of the damaged reactor, placing
the continued responsibility on other
parties involved in proposed cost-sharing
arrangements — GPU, the federal govern-
ment, the state government and those of
Maryland and New Jersey, the electric-
utility industry and nuclear manufac-
turers — to match the sacrifices of
ratepayers to further efforts for clean-
up of TMI.

SHORT NOTES

The March 28 Coalition is sponsor-
ing "The Last Resort,” a series of non-
violent direct actions against certain
regulatory agencies, corporations and
individuals. Interested persons must
take a-non-violent training session to
participate. Call 944-7211 or drop by
at 146 Union Street in Middletown for
more information.

Project David has organized a
number of non-violent civil disobedience
activities in February and March in
York, Reading, Lebanon, Easton and
Harrisburg. Participants will assem-

Continued Next Page

The steering committe has requested the membership be informed
that the PUC settlement agreement was not brought before the comm-

ittee for discussion.

M'liss Halsey (732-9205) and Georgianna Nyce (564-0966) will

study the by-laws to review the decision making process.

Anyone in-

terested in joining in this effort should call either M'liss or

Georgianna as soon as possible.



Continued From Page 3

ble in the public squares of the most
populous cities within the Met-Ed rate
district for door-to-door canvassing
and collection of electric bills. The
bills will later be burned on March 28
on the steps of the capitol to mark the
third anniversary of the accident at
TMI.  For more information call

(215) 967-4910 or (717) 469-0317.

The cabinet of the Pennsylvania
Council of Churches voted this month
to notify the governor, the NRC and
the legislature of the council's
opposition to restart of TMI-1 until
absolute assurances can be given as
to the safety of doing so. This ac-
tion was taken in response to the con-
cerns, including that of psychological
stress, of area residents. This news
will not be brought to the attention of
the individual denominations except
through the minutes of the cabinet meet-
ing at which this action was taken.
Members of TMIA should work with their
local churches to urge ministers and
pastors to contact the heads of their
denominations in the state to spread
the word through the commonwealth.

Ed Neilsen of TMIA was elected to
PIRC's steering committee when the
center reorganized on Jan. 21. Pat Smith
of Newberry Township was elected spokes-
person of the group at that time and other

new members of the cabinet — Bob Coleman,
Paola Kinney and Beverly Hess — were
elected. Helen Hocker was elected secre-

tary and Frank Davis, treasurer.

If you're tired of marching, of being
on the outside — then you may be looking
for a little action — political action.

On Feb. 6 the League of Conservation Voters
and Environmental Action will present a
one-day workshop on political action cam-
paigns for 1982, to be held at the Embers
Restaurant, 1700 Harrisburg-Carlisle Pike,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Topics will include
environmental politics, electoral politics,
political action committees, electoral fund-
raising, phone canvassing and candidate
selection. The fee for the session is $5
and interested persons can call the TMIA
office for more information.

1982 No Nukes Calendars for $5 at the
TMIA office at 315 Peffer Street. A Great

Buy!
4

CLAIM FORMS

By now everyone who filed a request
for a claim form during the summer of
1981 has received an individualized loss
claim form for the $25 million Three Mile
Island Class Action litigation.

If you have not received your form
write immediately to:

Clerk of the United States
District Court for the Middle
District of Pennsylvania
Post Office Box 6000

Wayne, PA 19087

Specific documentation is not
necessary in order to complete the forms.
If you do not have documentation or
proof of loss submit a signed state-
ment listing items and approximate
costs incurred between March 28 and
May 10, 1979.

Please urge your friends and rel-
atives to complete their forms. Don't
be intimidated by the formality of the
claim forms. There is $20 million to
be shared by a few thousand residents
and businesses in this area and if part
of that $20 million is not claimed the
remaining money will be placed in the
Health Fund, allocated $5 million.

There won't be a public airing
of questions and answers and there
isn't a local information phone num-
ber, but Kay Pickering is available at
the TMIA office to answer questions.

Island Updates, TMIA"s
clipping service newsletter needs
your support. Send a $5 contribu-
tion to defray printing and mailing
costs to receive the monthly editions.
And write a support letter to TMIA
indicating how you or your organiza-
tion use the Island Update material.



FOUR KINDS OF EMERGENCY

When Met-Ed declared an "unusual event on Jan. 8, were you wondering
how concerned to get? Were you trying to figure out whether this was an
untoward, unnecessary, uncalled for, unlicensed or unapproved nuisance you
should ignore?

Because most of us are still confused about the warning phrases used
by the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency to tell the public what's
going on at TMI, the Alert has decided to review them.

In increasing degree, the four warnings are:

1. Unusual Event
2. Alert
3. Site Emergency

Unusual Event: As Met-Ed pointed out the last time an "unusual event"
took place, even the leak of a gallon of radioactive water can force them
to declare this lowest of the emergencies.

In the accident at TMI on Jan. 8, stack monitors sounded and two build-
ings were evacuated because careless workmen blew radioactive particles
out of a drain while trying to clear an air line. An "unusual event" should
mean there is no radiation off the plant site.

Alert: Part of the plant system is beginning to or threatening to
deteriorate, but only small fractions of curies could be escaping. It's
just what it says — an alert.

Continued Next Page
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Site Emergency: A need for more concern.
ure of plant functions needed to protect the public are taking place.

Actual or likely major fail-
At the

site boundary radioactive releases are occuring, within EPA standards of

course.
when he noted at 7 a.m.

A "'site emergency"” was what the Dauphin County dispatcher heard
on March 28 that he'd been told they had a

s-1-i-g-h-t emergency” down at the plant.

General Emergency: By 7:35 a.m.

on that now infamous Wednesday, the

plant manager had upgraded the accident to a "general emergency"” — announ-
cing "actual or imminent substantial core degradation with potential for

loss of containment integrity."
were possible.

Releases exceeding EPA guidelines off-site

Few people understood then, or understand now, what that "actual or

imminent” phrase meant.

Now that we have the warning sirens in place, a three to five minute

continuous blast could be set off at any time.

for evacuation,

It does not mean the need

says PEMA, only that residents should tune to their emer-

gency broadcast radio stations for further information.

You may have noticed the artwork,

something about the artist.
is Tim Hoke of Harrisburg.

tute.

PANE WINS
STRESS CASE

The NRC can no longer ignore the
mental health and psychological stress of
TMI area residents before deciding about
possible restart of TMI-1, said the major-
ity of a U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
panel Jan. 7.

In its decision, the climax of long
and expensive legal actions conducted
by PANE (People Against Nuclear Energy)
of Middletown, the panel ordered the NRC
"not to make a decision to restart TMI-1"
until it "has complied with the require-
ments of the National Environmental
Policy Act..."

Unless and until overturned by later
court decisions, or by congressional ac-
tion, the decision makes mental health of
equal importance as physical health when
determining the effect of restart of TMI

6

now we’ll tell you a little

The Alert's new-found artistic wizard
A local,
Geise as a commercial artist and attended the Pittsburgh Art

Tim works for Hood, Light and
Insti-

on neighboring residents and on the well-
being of surrounding communities.

The effects of the decision could
be profound and, understandably, have sent
shivers down the spines of nuke industry
executives nationwide.

As might have been expected, the
"Philadelphia Inquirer” editorialized
that the "court properly orders review
of stress at TMI,” while the "Wall
Street Journal” fretted in an editorial
over the "damage" to the nuclear industry
because of the court's decision.

Westinghouse Electric Corp., hit
by declining nuclear plant contracts
since the TMI accident, recently reported
a southern utility has cancelled orders
for two nuclear units.

The cancellation was made by Carolina
Power and Lightand was praised by the
North Carolina Utilities Commission
executive director as evidence of the
success of load management and conserva-
tion.



WATCH THOSE TRUCKS

If you're driving on a Shippers' former freedom to
highway and see any of the decide whether to display the
following numbers displayed on numbers will now give way to
that giant truck rushing past mandatory placard requirements.

you — beware — 2910, 2912,
2914, 2918, 9181, 9182 or 2911.

In the event of an accident,
emergency crews sent to the scene
will know the kind of hazardous
material present and (presumably)
will know how to deal with it.

Those numbers mean the
truck is loaded with radioac-
tive materials.

The identification numbers,
to be displayed in the familiar
diamond-shaped placards or on

orange panels on the ends or Identification numbers for
sides of vehicles, will be in specific kinds of radioactive
addition to the now standard materials are 2910, 2912, 2914,
radiation hazard symbols some- 2918 and for ''special hazards™
times seen on transport vehicles, are 9181 and 9182. The number
says the U.S. D.O.T. Emergency 2911 has been designated for
Response Guidebook. "radioactive devices.”

MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE
CHECK MEMBERSHIP DESIRED:
$ 5 low income and student $ 50 sustaining member
$15 regular membership $100 patron
$25 non-profit organization $200 club member

$ 5 non-member newsletter subscription

RETURN TO: TMIA
315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102



TM1A

Planning
Council,

7:30 p.m.

Friends

Mtghouse.

/ 38

Senate Appro-
priations

W Hearing, Hbg.

PIRC Leadership
Meeting, 1-5 p.m.
Friends Meetinghouse
Open to all neighboring

! Groups.
!

LOOK AT YOUR RENEWAL NUMBER...

SHOULD RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP.

WAS

6

Political Action
Training —

9 am. to 5 p.m.
Call TMIA

13

"Last Resort"
Council Mtg.
12 noon at
146 Union St.
Middletown
944-7211

17 18

PA Environ-
mental Plan
Public Mtg.
1:30 - 5 p.m.
7-10 p.m.

Town Mtg.
Camp Curtin YMCA

North Street, 1bg.

Co-sponsored b>
TMI PIRC and SIIRE

IS COMING DUE OR PAST DUE, PLEASE RENEW.

League of Wc>men Voters Meeting

— The RealiLty of Hazardous Waste
Lower Paxtor Township BuildIng

75 South Hoiicks Road, Colonlai Park
7:30 p.m.

IT TELLS YOU THE MONTH AND YEAR YOU

IT LAST MAY? IF YOUR NUMBER
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IJURNING MARKS
ANNIVERSARY

Project David, the ratepayers re-
volt sparked by noted consumer advo-
cate Bill Keisling Jr., is gaining mo-
mentum toward a March 28 culmination.

The revolt gained strong support
last month from the not-entirely coin-
cidental actions of a number of school
districts in the Met-Ed service area.

Randy King of the March 28th Coal-
ition, which is serving as a focal
point for the ratepayers revolt effort,
notes three school districts (North
Lebanon, South Middleton and East
Stroudsburg) already"have planned to
withhold their March payments to Met-
Ed as a means of protesting the com-
pany’s high electric rates.

The South Middleton School Dist-
rict"s action was taken at the urging
of the South Middleton Civic Associa-
tion, which had endorsed Project David
aftering hearing spokespersons for the
campaign explain its purpose.

Community door-to-door campaigns
were launched in York Feb. 20-21,
during which more than $12,000 in bills
were collected. Reading was canvassed
Feb. 27-28, featuring a demonstration
at Met-Ed"s headquarters in that city.

The same kind of house-to-house
canvassing asking Met-Ed customers
to withhold their March electric
payments and to give their bills to
Project David, is scheduled for Leb-

anon March 6-7 and for Easton March
13-14.

A Ratepayers Congress and bill
burning will be held at noon March
28 on the third anniversary of the
near disaster at TMI on the steps of
the Capitol in Harrisburg.

Local community groups, tenant
associations and environmental coal-
itions are supporting the Project
David campaign. Customers of other
electric utilities, such as PP&L,
are also being asked to withhold
their March payments. Electric bills
from customers are flowing in at the
rate of $800 a day, says King.

Persons wishing to lend their
support to the campaign can send
their bills to Project David, Post
Office Box 388, Middletown, PA 17057.
Anyone who wants to help out can
volunteer services by calling the
Middletown office of the March 28th
Coalition at 944-7211.

IN THIS ISSUE
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BERWICK COULD
RAISE RATES

Berwick, our second favorite nuke,
upwind and upstream, is rushing to
completion. Not, of course, because
we need the power, but because PP&L is
eager to have it included in the rate
base. (See Three Mile Island Alert,
January, 1982.)

Berwick Unit 1 is scheduled for
fueling next month and would go comm-
ercial in the second quarter of 1983.
There is some indication, though, that
the schedule may be slipping, as work-
ers reportedly are being pressed to
put in 72-hour work weeks.

Berwick's Unit 2 recently announ-
ced a six-month delay. It won't be
finished until 1984. And — oh, yes —
it may cost a little more, about $350
million more.

But what's a few million in a
total cost of $3.5 billion?

The answer to that, given by PP&L's
John Saeger a few weeks ago — rates
could increase 20 to 25 percent when
Berwick Unit 1 comes on line and an
additional 20 percent when Berwick Unit
2 is complete. That's a projected 45
percent increase in rates for PP&L
customers in 1983 and 1984.

We’re Counting
On You!!

IT your membership has been
overdue for a year or more, you'll
be contacted sometime this month by
TMIA to remind you that we need your
membership money.

If you don't renew your member-
ship in TMIA or renew your subscrip-
tion to the Alert newsletter, you'll
be dropped from the newsletter or
membership list.

THERE BUT FOR
THE GRACE OF...

If it hadn't been for the con-
sumer advocate's office we might all
be mad at Jersey Central instead of
Met-Ed and ratepayers in New Jersey

would be paying for the accident at
TMI-2.

It seems that back in 1978 GPU
proposed a giant swap — Jersey Cen-
tral would assume the costs and owner-
ship of TMI-2 and Met-Ed customers
would acquire and pay for the proposed
Forked River plant to be built in
New Jersey.

The deal was stopped by the
opposition of the consumer advo-
cate, who correctly perceived that no
matter how much it cost to build the
TMI-2 white elephant the Forked River
plant, built with future escalating
dollars, would cost at least four
times as much.

The rest is history, but with this
footnote — Forked River will never be
built. It was canceled by GPU after
TMI's accident.

SELL SELL SELL

PRIZES

A choice of a ligour basket of
cheer; chimney cleaning by Chimney
Sweeps; dinner for two at Tom's
Place Restaurant; or a gift certi-
ficate from Sandy Lerners.

The attached raffle tickets
in this issue of the Alert will
help TMIA raise badly needed
funds. Send in the money col-
lected no later than May 1 at
the TMIA office at 315 Peffer
Street in Harrisburg. The raffle
drawing wvill be held in May.
Additional tickets can be ob-
tained by calling Kay at TMIA
233-7897.



PSYCHOLOGICAL

Psychological stress — whether
we have it as a result of TMI and
how to measure it if we do — was the

subject of two days of debate by the
experts Feb. 4 and 5 in Virginia.

PANE'S landmark decision Jan. 7
in Federal District Court said psy-
chological stress must be considered
in the hearings on the reopening of

Unit 1. Some moves in Congress are
expected to establish it never inten-
ded to have such stress considered
in an enviromental assessment and
either Met-Ed or the NRC has been
expected to appeal the decision to
the Supreme Court. Neither has
followed through, however, possibly
waiting to review the complete de-
cision rather than the abridged
two-page version already issued.

Meanwhile the NRC has contracted
with Mitre Corporation consultants to
map out how psychological stess can be
determined. Mitre has brought in 11
psychiatrists, psychologists and
sociologists as well as four expert
witnesses. Transcripts of their
meeting will be filed at Middletown's
NRC office early this month.

Citizens were permitted to attend
the meeting but could not comment.
It's been reported that the deliber-
ations were professional, not political
and represented a wide spectrum of
opinions.

Some of these experts concluded
this stress was experienced primarily
by anti-nukes who were, by definition,

Continued Next Page

PHYSICAL

When it was announced that up to
1,000 steam tubes in Unit 1| have 'cor-
roded,” and that GPU will also open
and inspect the reactor pressure
vessel, it sent engineers guessing
that an even more insidious problem
could be affecting the entire Unit
1 steam generating system.

This elusive problem of metal

stress goes by the name of Inter-
granular Stress Corrosion Cracking
and may also turn out to be the
reason why 14 nuclear plants across
the country are shut down for steam
generator problems.

IGSCC, the acronym for this con-
dition, hides from the insepctor. "No
corrosion was observed” — used to
describe the inability of experts to
spot cracks in such tubes, has been
code to metallurgists that IGSCC might
be diagnosed. The tough, specialized
nickel coatings on the steam pipes
show no cracks on their surface, but
when IGSCC occurs, cracks twist and
open between the grains or cells
inside the metal.

They can develop, as they often
do, when metal is "cold-worked" ex-
tensively — bent or twisted to shape
after heat-treatment. Heat-treating
or "annealing" strengthens the metal
by lining up the grains in an orderly
way. It is believed cold-working may
undo this orderly arrangement.

Much of the corrosion of TMlI's
pipes has appeared where the pipes
join a flat plate. Welds are also

Continued Next Page



Psychological (continued)

somewhat unstable. One suggestion was
made that the best way to overcome
stress of this nature is to face it
and a restarting of Unit 1 would there-
fore be the best cure.

A solid rebuttal to this position
came from the four experts who had
researched in the TMI area. They said
their statistics showed such conclu-

sions were not corroborated by the facts.

Physical (continued)

common locations of IGSCC
activity may hasten the process.
ical interactions from chlorine or
sulphuric acid in the system, mention-
ed by Bob Arnold, can also intensify
IGSCC.

and radio-
Chem-

No one has positively pointed to
this diagnosis for TMI-1, but it must
be considered. An apparently perfect
pipe crumbling internally may turn out
to be the Achilles Heel of the nuclear
industry.

HARK YOUR CALENDAR

March 27

Citizen"s Speakout
and Prayer
Vigil
March 28

Project David
Bill Burning

SVA Church Service

Call 944-7211 for more details

‘Got a great replacement for all those souvenirs containing volcanic ash
from Mount St. Helens...Lead cubes filled with radioactive water from
Three Mile Island!*
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CWIP AND THE FUTURE

(In January's issue of the Alert, we covered the factors that determine a
utility's rate base — that portion of a company's assets on which it can

earn a profit. One of the most pressing issues facing utility regulators
and activists is whether costs associated with construction work in progress

or "CWIP" should be added to the rate base.)

The U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is expected shortly
to rule on revisions of its rules governing the inclusion of construction
work in progress (CWIP) in the rates set by the commission.

FERC sets the rates on "bulk power" purchases — power sold between util-
ities, to municipal and public power systems, and to some large industrial
users. While the commission's ruling will affect directly only those rates, it
is expected to have an impact on the way state commissions treat CWIP in the
future.

In Pennsylvania, the Public Utility Commission is considering the issue as
a result of a rate increase application filed by Philadelphia Electric.

Under CWIP, a utility would be allowed to place, all or a portion of the
value of an unfinished project in its rate base. In this way, the company
could start earning a return on a project prior to its completion. The money,
utility industry spokespersons argue, would be used to offset further borrow-
ing to finance the project.

Traditionally, utility regulators have required plants be "used and useful”
before they can be included in a utility's rate base. Both the federal and
Pennsylvania commissions do allow exceptions — most notably for pollution con-
trol devices and fuel conversion projects, such as oil to coal-fired.

During the past decade, however, utilities have pressed commissions to
allow them to profit from projects which are still under construction. Electric
companies have found themselves in the "double-bind" of higher interest rates
coupled with ever-increasing construction costs. Added to their woes has been
the weak state of the bond market, a prime source of long-term construction
capital.

To meet their capital needs, utilities have sought increasingly to include
CWIP in their rate bases and it has become one of the major consumer issues of
the past ten years.

Utility spokespersons contend that CWIP will save money since it will mean
companies will not need to borrow money to meet their construction costs.
They add that allowing CWIP will avoid the steep rate increases normally asso-
ciated with the start-up of a new plant.

Consumer and utility activists counter this argument saying CWIP forces
ratepayers to become investors in a utility, without the dividends or voice in
the management of the company afforded investors.

Additionally, CWIP allows utilities to build expensive new generating
capacity — often nuclear — which is of questionable need. Under CWIP,

Continued Next Page
5 |



CWIP (continued)

utilities would not be forced into the financial marketplace and could
avoid the economic analysis the financial community provides.

CWIP also causes older citizens, often those least able to meet higher
electric bills, to pay for plants that may never be useful to them. And
since the average citizen moves every five to seven years, all consumers would
be forced to underwrite the cost of iIncreased capacity that would not generate
electricity for them.

Finally, under CWIP, consumers would be forced to pay for plant construction
that might never be finished. Since the growth in electricity demand has lessen-
ed greatly, many construction projects have been delayed or canceled altogether.

While the cost of the FERC decision may be great, it is the Philadelphia
Electric case which will have the most impact on Pennsylvania consumers.

Philadelphia Electric (PECO) has included $500 million of the value of
Limerick in its rate base. If the PUC allows this to stand, the cost to PECO"s
consumers would be $108 million annually. Equally important, it would set a
precedent which would allow other utilities to include CWIP in their own rate
Ffilings

The Limerick nuclear plant has come under increasing fire from consumers,
energy groups and government officials. Opponents say it is unneeded (PECO
already had far more generating capacity that it needs) and that it presents
a clear danger to the people of Philadelphia. As opposition has grown,
financing of construction has become more difficult and more costly.

The PUC appears to be split on whether to allow CWIP in Pennsylvania.
Commissioners Shanaman and Johnson are expected to oppose it; Cawley (who
has already spoken in favor of CWIP) and Talliaferro are believed to be in
favor. Clifford Jones is expected to be the swing vote.

Jones is also iImportant because of his close ties to Gov. Dick ~Thornburgh.
If he votes in favor, consumer activists intend to use it against the governor®s
re-election effort. Four years ago, New Hamsphire voters defeated an incumbent
governor when CWIP was a major issue in his election.

. Consumers are urged to write to Chairman Shanaman and to Commissioner Jones
at the PUC (North Office Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120) and demand they oppose
CWIP. Since the issue may end up in the state Legislature, letters should also
go to state representatives and senators.

WHIP CWIP

11 you’d like to join in the lation to clarify the standard to
campaign to oppose CWIP, become a include a specific prohibition on
part of WHIP CWIP. long-term CWIP financing for inves-

tor-owned utilities in Pennsylvania.
WHIP CWIP is demanding the PUC

uphold the "used and useful™ stand- Write to WHIP CWIP at Post Office
ard and deny Philadelphia Electric Box 911, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 or call
any major CWIP revenues in its $344 from 9 a.m. until noon at (215)-
million rate increase request. The 667-4372 or leave a message at (215)-

campaign is also supporting leghs- * 725-7825.
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TMIA RESCINDS PLAN

On November, 10, 1981, a TMIA study committee proposed a cost-
sharing plan for the cleanup that suggested ratepayer contributions
and approval was given. At“a special membership meeting held
on March 24, called specifically for the purpose of reviewing
the 1981 decision, TMIA voted to rescind the action taken last

November.

In addition, a vote at the meeting acted to withdraw TMIA"s
endorsement of the recent PUC rate settlement with Metropolitan
Edison.

After formal presentations and debate on the entire matter,
TMIA concluded both the proposed financial plan for the cleanup
of Unit 2 at Three Mile Island and the rate settlement were actions

contrary to its stated goals and purposes.

As a result of the March 24 decision, TMIA has shown that it
will not support ratepayer contributions to the cleanup of Unit 2
at Three Mile Island.

Fun and Fund Raising

IN THIS ISSUE
Sunday, July 11 -- TMIA Picnic
at Camp Reily Vote NO...oooivriiiiiniene, 2
Saturday, July 17 -- Recycling TMIA Testifies........ 3
TMIA will be responsible NRC Suit.......ceeie, 5
for the East Shore Recycling
Center at the Colonial Park State News.......ccccoeeeeee 6
location. Call Sandra Choma
evenings at 233-2788 or the More Tubes........ccceennene. 7

office at 233-7898.



Vote NO Campaign in Full Swing

Do you favor the restart of
TMI Unit 1, which was not involved
in the accident on March 28, 1979?

That's the identical wording

referendum question is not hys-
terical and it is not technical,

in spite of what Gov. Thornburgh
and President Reagan may have said
in their efforts to downplay it,™r

of the referendum question on ballots she said.

in the May 18 primary election in
Dauphin, Cumberland and Lebanon
Counties.

All registered voters in those
counties will have the opportunity
to express their opposition to
allowing that to happen.

Cathy McCaughin 1s chairperson

of the Bipartisan Committee to Vote
"No" (on restart of TMI Unit 1),

which is spearheading the drive
to register voters and assure
their "no" vote on the issue.

In an exclusive interview with
TMI ALERT she described the campaign
as '‘conservative and Middle America"

aimed at "preserving the guality of
life for all who live in Central

Pennsylvania

"Something happened to all of
us on March 28, 1979, that we can
never forget. Our lives were chang-
ed,” she said. She emphasized we
want to assure our'children and our
children’'s children never will have
to face the prospect of another TMI

accident. She called the vote
"the first opportunity for all area

voters to be heard officially on
whether they want this plant in our

midst."

Although the outcome will be
"non-binding,"” a decisive 'no" vote
is bound to send a message that pol-
iticians and the NRC can hardly 1g-

nore, she said.
"They need to be told, unmis-
takenly, that people here can’t

live with that sinking feeling in
the pit of the stomach, waiting
for the other shoe to drop. The

NRC Chairman Nunzio J. Palla-
dino on a visit Feb. 23 to Middle-
town said that "no commission could

ignore whatever attitude exists
among the people.”

The Vote "No" Campaign has
two phases, said McCaughin, the
first being to assure all persons
are registered. The deadline to
register is Monday, April 19, at 5
%m. Registration mail forms, can
e obtained by contacting County

Boards of Election (in Harrisburg,
Carlisle or Lebanon) or directly
from the Bipartisan Committee at
232-8534.

Persons who wish to register as
Independent, or non-partisan, will
be eligible to vote on the TMI ques-
tion (but not for candidates) at the
May 19 primary. All poll workers
are to be instructed on how to set
voting machines to accomodate those
not registered by party.

Public service announcements
urging registration will be supple-
mented by information tables manned
by volunteers at shopping malls in
places such as Hershey, Middletown
and Camp Hill, where registration
forms will be available.

McCaughin called "encouraging"
the fact that voter registration
picked up almost at once after
the announcement that county commi-
ssioners had voted to include the
TMI question on the ballot.

Following the registration
period will be the campaign to
convince voters of the need to

Continued on Page 4



TMIA TESTIFIES ON HEARINGS

With Louise Bradford at her
side, TMIA member Joanne Doroshow
testified that the TMI-1 restart
hearing process was a sham when
members of the U.S. House Energy
and Environment Subcommittee came
to Middletown late last month to
hear the concerns of area residents
over TMIL

Doroshow was part of a panel
of restart hearing intervenors
which included Robert C. Pollard
and Steven Sholly of the Union
of Concerned Scientists, and Gail
Phelps of York, who represented
TMI PIRC. AIll voiced similar
concerns about the restart
hearing process.

Other panelists presented pro
and anti-restart testimony, and
both sides urged Congress to get
moving on the cleanup of Unit 2.

In her testimony, Doroshow
described incredible difficulties
faced by Bradford, who has repre-
sented TMIA at the licensing hear-
ings since February, 1981. Doro-
show also described difficulties
she faced as an attorney assisting
Bradford. She also had voluntarily
prepared legal documents and briefs
on behalf of TMIA since February,
1981.

"In the face of the utility
and the NRC staff, with unlimited
resources, high levels of techni-
cal expertise, full time legal
representation, collusion and
intimidation,” said Doroshow,

"the hearing process was an
exercise in futility for the
citizen intervenors.

"There are still highly signi-

ficant and unresolved safety prob-
lems,” she said, "exacerbated by

the utility’'s incompetence, which
would make operation of Unit 1
extremely dangerous.™

Doroshow urged the committee
to take this message back to the
nation, fearing that Congress and
public officials such as Gov. Dick
Thornburgh are being fooled into
thinking an NRC decision favoring
restart means the plant can be
operated safely.

In other testimony before the
subcommittee, the Union of Concern-
ed Scientists presented startling
facts revealing "gamesmanship and
in some cases, misconduct"” on the
part of NRC staff during the restart
hearings.

The testimony, presented by
Pollard and Sholly, made clear the
process has been so subverted that
"the (NRC staff)’'s mandate to pro-
tect the public health and safety
has been shunted aside.™

USC made the following spe-
cific points:

1) The NRC improperly restri-
cted the scope of the hearings by
deciding not to consider safety
problems at TMI-1 merely because
they did not cause the Unit 2
accident and have not yet caused
an accident at Unit 1. This in-
cluded evidence relating to steam
generator tube ruptures.

2) NRC staff witnesses were
often ill-qualified. UCS has
discovered an internal NRC staff
document indicating the NRC"s own
director of licensing shares this
opinion. He admits in the memo,
which was widely distributed inter-
nally, that some NRC witnesses
"appear not to be entirely know-
ledgeable and qualified.” UCS
noticed this problem long before
the memo was discovered.

3) "Cooperation™ between the
NRC staff and the licensee was very
evident. Not only were their posi-
tions on matters of_ substance and

Continued on Page 4



Vote No (continued)

pull the "no" lever on the refer- we see little or no prospect that
endum question. The campaign in the 'careful and objective review
Dauphin and Cumberland Counties that Gov. Thornburgh seeks wvill

is being handled by a single commi- eyer be carried out."
ttee with a single funding drive

and consolidated strategy and pub- . o5tions of law often virtually
lic relations approach, McCaughin indistinguishable, but on March 13,

said. 1981, the NRC staff called a meet-

D . f di ing at GPU's request during which
onations for media announce- attorneys and technical staff of

ments and other organization ex- both the NRC and GPU rehearsed

E).eBn_ses can b‘é made_ payablt\a/ to 'No™ GPU's cross-examination of NRC
ipartisan Committee to Vote 0" Staff withesses.

and sent to committee headquarters

at 195:172/(32Iberry Street in Harris- LETTERS

burg,
Editor:
Persons willing to wvolunteer
service to assist in any of the In the interest of fairness
committee work can call 232-8534. you may wish your readers to know

that it was Mark P. Widoff, the
former consumer advocate, and not
the present holder of that office
who was responsible for the
successful opposition to the deal
proposed by GPU which would have

L

Restart Process (continued)

4) Documents which came to had Met-Ed own the since scrapped
USC's attention recently show Forked River nuke plant in New
NRC staff tesimony on crucial Jersey and Jersey Central to own
issues was incomplete, mislead- TMI.
ing or just plain incorrect.

The licensing board, in fact, is The deal, proposed in 1978
presently deciding whether to (as correctly stated in "There
reopen the hearings because a But For The Grace Of..."",; in TMI

1979 NRC report was withheld from ALERT, March, 1982) was stopped
UCS and the board until after the by the joint opposition of Widoff's

record had been closed. This office and of the PUC staff.
report recommends a series of

design changes, some of which are In retrospect, i1t may be that
identical to those advanced by Met-Ed's customers would have been

had been consummated!
5) In a review of early
versions of NRC staff testimony John H. Murdoch

recently obtained by UCS, a pattern Camp Hill
of altering, deleting or replacing

testimony which would otherwise
have supported or agreed with UCS THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE

was discovered. SENT IN SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

TO TMIA AND TO THOSE WHO HAVE

“The concerns expressed by RENEWED THEIR MEMBERSHIPS!!!

residents in this area about the
competence of GPU and the integrity -
of the NRC are well founded,” said KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN 1!
the UCS representatives. "Unless

elected officials force the NRC to RENEW NOW AND GET ONE NEW
carry out i1ts mandate to protect MEMBER TO JOIN.
the health and safety of the public,

A



Join in Suing the NRC

As you well remember, in June and July of 1980, the NRC allowed
Metropolitan Edison to release krypton gas and other radioactive
material from the damaged TMI-2 reactor into the atmosphere.

In allowing this release, the NRC ignored citizens requests for
a hearing to see 1f other ways of removing this radiation would be
safer.

This refusal to hold a hearing was illegal. According to a
federal appeals court, the NRC commissioners had no authority to
ignore citizen requests for a hearing.

Because of this, local citizens and TMIA (as endorsed by the
Planning Council on March 9) are planning to sue the NRC commission-
ers who allowed the radiation to be released and will ask a jury to
award money damages for their injuries. Lawyers have been obtained
to initiate the suit on a pro-bono (voluntary) basis.

Were you injured by the actions of the NRC commissioners?
Did you or members of your family have to evacuate the area? Did
you suffer physical, mental or emotional injury as a result of the
release of radiation? Were you hurt in any other way?

IT you can answer yes to any of these questions, you should join
in this lawsuit against the NRC. This doesn't involve any risk to
ou, and you might recover damages for your injuries. More important-
Y, 'we can deter the NRC from again denying us of our rights to be

heard and to be free from radiation.

IT you would like to join in this lawsuit, or if you’d like
more information about it, fill out the coupon below and return it
to .

TMI Litigation Team
315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102

Yes, | want to join TMIA and others in this lawsuit against the
NRC. When the NRC denied a hearing before venting the radioactive
gas from the Unit-2 reactor:

I suffered physical, mental and/or emotional distress.

I or members of my family left town, incurring expenses of

___ 1 suffered other injuries. Specify:

I know someone who moved from the area because of the venting.

Please send me more information about this lawsuit.

___Enclosed is a contribution of $ to help defray your costs.
NAME__ _ PHONE
ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP

5



Stote

Limerick

Limerick's nuclear plants, be-

ing built 20 miles from Philadelphia,
were much in the news last month.

NRC staff reporting to Congress
affirmed the plants would never be
completed. Philadelphia Electric,
which is building these nuclear
white elephants, made vehement
denials.

Administrative Law Judge Joseph
Klovecorn delivered a 280-page opin-
ion asserting that the power from
these two plants was needed and that
they must be built.

Anti-nuke organizations in the
Philadelphia area have presented a
strong case that conservation
could provide enough electricity

to make the plants unnecessary.
Consumer Advocate Walter Cohen
publicly declared months ago that
PE would be ahead financially by

abandoning construction now.
Limerick is expected to cost at

least $4.6 billion and perhaps
as much as $6 billion before com-
pletion.

The costs of Limerick have
forced PE to request a mammoth
rate increase and to push for

construction work in progress
(CWIP) to be included in the rate

base.

DON'T FORGET ABOUT SELLING RAFFLE
TICKETS TO HELP TMIA RAISE BADLY

NEEDED FUNDS.

MORE TICKETS CAN BE OBTAINED BY
CALLING THE OFFICE AT 233-7897.

MONEY COLLECTED MUST BE TURNED IN
NO LATER THAN MAY 1 AT THE TMIA
OFFICE AT 315 PEFFER STREET IN
HARRISBURG.

Berwick

Berwick's "Susquehanna Steam
Electric Station'" staged its re-
quired evacuation exercise last

month. The NRC requires this mock
drill before issuance of an oper-
ating license. As usual, Pennsy-

Ivania Emergency Management per-

sonnel declared the exercise a
success.

TMI®"s drill was in June, 1981,
Beaver Valley's in February, 1982.

Peach Bottom's is set for June

1982.

Unlike TMI"s drill, a small
effort was made at Berwick to prac-
tice moving people during the exer-
cise. An evacuation caravan was
simulated, and at one high school
the students were driven around the
block

Berwick's scenario pretended
the accident was caused by sabotage
State police have previously prac-
ticed anti-sabotage exercises at
Berwick

The evacuation plan for Ber-
wick was recently the subject of

a newspaper series. The reporter
revealed that many local plans
were done by officials according
to a formula, rather than an
assessment of local resources.
Several of the principals in the
scenario did not even know their
names were in the plan.

Our ALERT editor, Christine
Arnold, has left Harrisburg and
moved to Boston. We are most
appreciative of her dedicated
work for the last seven months.
The remaining members of the
editorial board will continue
to do a quality job but need
additional assistance from in-
dividuals who have some editor-
ial experience. Call the office
if you have questions or can help.



-------- GPU AND THE TUBES

GPU has begun putting dollars of a possible 10,000 corroded tubes.
into the repair of those cracked
tubes in Unit 1. Under a somewhat The temporary plugs will allow
misleading Harrisburg Evening News the company to change its mind and
headline on March 10, it announced fix them in other ways later if de-
"TMI Engineers Plug Leaky Tubes." sired. The cracks ranged from

hairline cracks to cracks completely
What GPU was actually announ- around a tube.

cing was that it has permanently

plugged 19 tubes and placed temor- This action bv GPU leaves only
ary plugs in 137 others -- this out 9,844 more tubes to be "'tied."

The White House switchboard is not the place to call to regis-
ter an opinion on the President's policies. There is a White House
Comment Line which takes calls and records opinions. Reaching this

number- is a toll call, but having your opinions recorded and count-
ed is well worth the charge.

The number is (202) 456-7639.

MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE

CHECK MEMBERSHIP DESIRED:

$ 5 low income and student ___ $ 50 sustaining member

$15 regular membership %100 patron

$25 non-profit organization __ %200 club member

$ 5 non-member news er subscription

RETURN TO: TMIA

315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102



APRIL

Planning Council Meets
Friends Meetinghouse
Harrisburg

April 14----—--- 7:30 p.m.
NRC staff Meeting on Stress
Newberry Township Municipal Bldg.

April 18---—--- 1:30 p.m.
Ground Zero Week Kickoff
Front and Walnut Streets, Harrisburg
Speakers

GROUND ZERO WEEK APRIL 18 THROUGH APRIL 25
CALL THE OFFICE FOR DETAILS OF EVENTS

April 21 ------- 7:30 p.m.

Panel on Nuclear War

Calvary Methodist Church, Lemoyne
April 22----—--- 7 p.m.

Unit 2 Advisory Panel Meets
2nd and Chestnut Streets, Harrisburg

LOOK AT YOUR RENEWAL NUMBER...IT TELLS YOU THE MONTH AND YEAR YOU
SHOULD RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP. WAS 1T LAST MAY? 1F YOUR NUMBER

IS COMING DUE OR PAST DUE, PLEASE RENEW.

Non-Profit Org.

THREE MILE ISLAND ALERT U.S. Postage
315 Peffer Street _PAID
Harrisburg, PA

Harrisburg, PA 17102 Permit No. 807
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GPU MANAGEMENT
BLAMED for CHEATING

In a startling decision, NRC Administrative Judge Gary L. Milhollin concluded that
at least ten individuals at TMI were involved in cheating or other misconduct, including
TMI Unit 1 Manager of Operations, Mike Ross, and other management personnel. In addition,
Milhollin concluded that although GPU upper management did not specifically encourage or
participate in cheating, it permitted an attitude to develop which caused cheating to occur
and was responsible for creating conditions which allowed operators to coonerate on exams.
Milhollin found that the "overall integrity of the operations staff was shown to be in-
adequate,” and that the company’s training program was not adeauate to meet the NRC's
conditions for restart.

The report, issued after four weeks of intensive hearings before Milhollin, now goes
to the NRC's Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB) for review. The ASLB will make the
final restart decision. TMIA was one of two citizen intervenors who participated in the
hearing, and was represented by Louise Bradford, assisted by Joanne Doroshow.

"We are extremely gratified,” remarked Bradford. "We suspected from the beginning
that Judge Milhollin was a very fair and hones judge. We saw that as the testimony de-
veloped, much of which was obviously untruthfu , Milhollin became more and more appalled
by the company's actions. He saw what we were trying to Drove and he adopted many of our
own findings in his report.” ( Continued, Page 3. )

Vote NO IN THIS ISSUE

"DO YOU FAVOR THE REOPENING OF TMI UNIT 1,
WHICH WAS NOT INVOLVED IN THE ACCIDENT ON

MARCH 28, 1979?" On May 18, Primary Election WHIP CWIP......oiin, 2
Day, this question will appear on the ballot HOT (WATER) NEWS............. 3
in Dauphin, Cumberland, and Lebanon counties. EDITORIAL. ..o 4
ALL VOTERS, including those registered as CURRENT ISSUES........ccccooieeennn. 5
Independent or Nonpartisan, can vote on this UP-DATES.......ooiiiiiiinn, 6
referendum. Although it is non-binding, the FUN & FUND-RAISERS............. 7
NRC Chairman, Nunzio Palladino, stated that CALENDAR........ccoiiiiiiniinn, 8

the results of the vote cannot be ignored.
VOTE NO! And urge your friends and
neighbors to vote. Offering a ride to the
polls or free babysitting services may en-
courage a voter to exercise his/her right &
responsibility to voice opposition to the
restart of TMI. We need a strong NO vote.



WHIP CWIP

CW P is an acronym which promises to become as infamous as TMI. Short for
"Construction Work In Progress,” CWIP is a scheme being advanced by electric uti-
lities for charging customers for much of the enormous cost of building new (nuclear)
generating facilities while the work is still underway. This means that rate-payers
could be paying for generating facilities years before the plants become "used and
useful,” the current criteria for inclusion in the rate base.

The idea recently surfaced in Pennsylvania, as the Philadelphia Electric Co.
wants the PUC to approve a plan to charge customers, through CWIP, nearly a third of
its pending $344 million higher electric rate request. PE, watching the cost of its
Limerick nuke station in western Montgomery County skyrocket to $4.2 billion, hopes
to saddle rate-payers with a hefty chunk of that cost, about half a billion dollars.

Pennsylvania's increasing resentment of CWIP is the loud echo of a national
concern over utilities’ plans to use CWIP to circumvent the tightening money market
for the billions now needed if nuke plants are to be built — funds that Wall Street
is increasingly unwilling to advance in light of the rising tide of nuke plant can-
cellations and postponements. The electric power industry has had to contend with
citizen organizations at hearings to consider whether the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission should relax its rules and, in effect, give the utilities the power to
impose CWIP, with no strings attached.

Customers aren't alone in saying "no" to the controversial idea. Both houses
of Pennsylvania's General Assembly passed unanimous resolutions stating that the PUC
has no authority to establish guidelines for CWIP. However, the resolutions are
"toothless tigers' because they lack the force of law.

Attention is now focused on Senator Clarence D. Bell's Protection & Profes-
sional Licensure Committee, which scheduled two days of hearings (April 28 and May 5)
on SB 1366. If passed, this bill would bar CWIP from charges the utility could
assess until the facility is "presently providing actual utility service to customers.”
TMIA and a number of consumer interest groups are scheduled to testify. TMIA's testi-
mony was drafted to present to the Planning Council for approval before presentation.

On March 12, TMIA members were among 50 protestors who marched to the PUC wear-
ing blue and white paper hats with the bold legend "NO CWIP" to vent their displeasure
with the idea, at a final PUC administrative law judge hearing on PE's rate request.

TMIA's concerns center on the likelihood that, if CWIP is adopted by the PUC,
GPU Nuclear could charge customers for approximately $24 million estimated as the
cost of repair or replacement of the 8,000 - 10,000 admittedly defective steam genera-

tor tubes at TMI Unit 1, as well as for other costs of readying Unit | for restart.

TELL YOUR SENATOR — KO GWIP VOTE "YES" ON SB 1366!!



HOT fWATER) NEWS 3

"WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE..."

The "50-gallon water leak™ outside
TMI UNIT 1I's reactor building in January
turned out to be more like a 2,000-gallon
leak, GPU now admits.

When a borated water storage tank
heater broke down and allowed the pipes to
freeze, they cracked and leaked — just
like the pipes in any household basement!

This leaking water, 1/3 of it acci-
dent-generated, was discovered only when
someone saw a wet spot in the snow! Even
then all the cracks were not spotted, and
water continued to leak.

Figuring backward from the amount
of radioactivity found in the soil which
had to be dug up and disposed of, the NRC
insisted that GPU investigate further,
The investigation resulted in the dis-
covery of additional cracks, which are
now reportedly plugged, and the acknowl-
edgement of a possible loss of more than
2,000 gallons of radioactive water.

According to their estimates, it
will take this water 7 years (GPU) to
20 years (NRC) to migrate to the river.
Even if all 1.1 million picocuries of
tritium should reach the river, Lake
Barrett of NRC says, it will only add
the equivalent of 10 glow-in-the-dark

watches.
& & & &

Recent experiments in fancy plastic
stripping, high pressure wash-down, and
chemical systems to remove radioactivity
from TMI UNIT II's reactor building walls
turned out to be only "moderately success-
ful,” according to Bernie Snyder, NRC Pro-
gram Office Director.

NRC's status report for April 3 in-
dicated that the recent experiments re-
moved loose radioactive particles, but
did not eliminate the source of gamma rays.

Snyder says this may mean a mop-and-
bucket brigade will be needed to accomplish
vital clean-up operations.

CHEATING DECISION ( Continued )
a law Professor at the University of Wisconsin,
that its testimony at the hearings only tended to
show "the absence of cooperation” and therefore was very poor,
failure to disclose to the NRC a cheating incident in 1979 was '"deliberate,

Milhollin,
response to cheating was inadequate,

resulted in a false statement to the NRC."

company witnesses were not credible,

including GPU Nuclear President,

|  There's only 25,000 gallons of radio-
active water left in TMI UNIT II's reactor
basement, but it contains 2/3 of all the
radioactivity that was in the original
625,000 gallons. (This information was
part of the reports presented to the NRC
Advisory Panel on April 22))

A new pump which will suck out the
remaining water is expected to be used soon,
but there is still debate as to whether the
water should be left there to provide a
shield for radioactive debris which may be
lying on the floor of the pump.

About a dozen liners which hold the
filtered-out radioactivity sit in the fuel
pool in the fuel storage reactor building
(temporarily) and contain up to 60,000
curies per liner.

FoFo I

Up to 100,000 gallons of radioactive
water lying in TMI UNIT Il's reactor coolant
system will begin to be cleaned on May 15.
GPU expects to recycle all this water and to
filter out the radioactivity.

However, the filtering is more like
the installation of an automatic kidney
machine that a final clean-up, because the
reactor coolant constantly flows against
the core. Because the water does not in-
stantly absorb the radioactivity, the
radiation will be reduced, permitting more
prolonged work time in the containment
building.

FoIo K

The waste from the submerged de-
mineralizer system which has been filtering
out TMI UNIT 1I's reactor building water is
scheduled to be shipped off Three Mile Is-
land by December 1982.

And the cask which will be used to
ship those liners has finally been built
and licensed, according to NRC's Lake
Barrett. The cask itself has never been
tested, but is based on a design of a
"father'” cask, which underwent extensive
testing. The "father™ cask was smashed
into an unyielding surface at 60 miles per
hour, set on fire and dropped 30 feet into
a pool of water.

also found that the GPU's

and that the company's
improper, and
Milhollin further concluded that a number of
Robert C. Arnold,

and Gary Miller, who was Emergency Director during the TMI Unit 11 accident.



ARE YOU, LIKE | WAS, A "PASSIVE NEWSLETTER READER?

WERE YOU AMAZED AT THE RECENT CLEAN-UP FUNDING CONTROVERSY?

DO YOU WONDER HOW TMIA DECISIONS ARE MADE? DO YOU WANT THESE
DECISIONS TO REFLECT YOUR OWN OPINION?

from It's time to take an active interest in this organization, to assure its
yOUI’ effective pursuit of our common goals. We each have our own ideas about how
neW TMIA should work towards KEEPING TMI CLOSED FOREVER and encouraging SAFE AND

SWIFT CLEAN-UP OF UNIT I1I.

It is our obligation as members of TMIA to be ALERT towards ever-changing
issues and to be ACTIVE in our protest of our unwelcome nuclear neighbors. The
drain caused by the enduring and uncertain nature of both the problems and
solutions, as well as the strain caused by the difficulty of trying to consoli-
date divergent ideas about the best methods to achieve our common goals, have
left many of us exhausted, frustrated, confused, and inactive.

This describes fairly well my own condition before | recently volunteered

to edit this newsletter. Although recently involved in door-knocking for Pro-

O d41—gm

ject David, my anti-nuclear activism was primarily devoted to personal communi-
cation with friends and acquaintances, and my TMIA participation was largely
limited to newsletter reading, subsequent to the meeting at which Bill Vastine's
position was replaced by a committee and prior to the March Membership Meeting
at which the clean-up funding proposal was rescinded.

The conflict over the funding plan stirred deep feelings among TMIA mem-
bers. It left some people hurt and discouraged, others angered and indignant,
and many aroused and energized. There are many unresolved aspects of the con-
troversy. The future of the Economic Planning Committee rests on decisions we
need to make regarding such questions as: Do we want to develop an alternative
plan which does not involve rate-payer moneys or do we think such action is in-
appropriate for our organization? Do we want to develop principles or guide-
lines for an acceptable clean-up budget? Do we want to research community
ownership in the event of bankruptcy? And who will serve on the committee, to

work towards the goals and directions we formulate?
These and other issues will be discussed in the TMIA Membership Meeting

in June. This is the time to renew YOUR participation and to rededicate YOUR
energies towards KEEPING TMI CLOSED FOREVER. After the referendum, new goals
must be adopted and implemented, new strategies and ideas are needed.

It is my obligation as editor to inform you, to stimulate your interest,
and to encourage your participation in TMIA affairs. It is my aim to present
the issues to you in an unbiased manner, as | believe that together, as a group,
we can debate and decide wisely only when we respect everyone's opinion and share
our ideas openly. It is my hope you will utilize this newsletter to achieve
these goals. | welcome any contributions or criticism, and am grateful for the
assistance and advice offered by newsletter workers who are willing to work with

me. Help us to make this a viable channel of communication for TMIA.



Scientists making a preliminary study of psychological stress in the TMI area
admitted at a Newberry Township Residents Meeting on April 14 that they expect to have
their report ready by June as to the need for the NRC to do a more comprehensive, in-
depth study of stress.

NRC staff members and their consultants, including social scientists, sociolo-
gists and attorneys from Oak Ridge, Mountain West Research, and the National Institute
of Health, faced a three-hour barrage of questions and comments from aroused citizens
venting frustrations, fears, and pent-up anger over the possible restart of TMI UNIT I.

A number of individuals in a 5-mile radius have already been subjected to search-
ing psychological inquiries by teams of stress investigators operating under NRC orders.
The process is NRC's response to Federal Court orders barring any TMI UNIT | restart
decision by the NRC until the extent and nature of stress among area residents is evaluated.

In attendance at the April 14 meeting, arranged by the Newberry Township Steering
Committee, were some members of TMIA. The following evening the research team was
scheduled to meet with the group known as "Friends and Family of TMIL."

NEW NRC RULES

The NRC recently issued a rule which entirely eliminates financial qualification
reviews for utilities applying for construction permits or operating licenses. Joanne
Doroshow, on behalf of TMIA, along with 98 private citizens, 27 public interest groups,
and various government organizations, submitted comments strenuously objecting to this
rule change. The NRC ignored all health and safety issues raised by these commentors,
once again succumbing to the pressures from the utilities.

TMIA, asserting that GPU is financially incapable of making needed safety improve-

ments to TMI Unit I, challenged the NRC's removal of consideration of the company's
finances by the TMI-I Restart Licensing Board. TMIA was ordered by the court to pre-
sent its case at a later date — it and when restart is ordered. This new rule makes

TMIA's challenge much more difficult.

Included in the rule change is the requirement that utilities obtain on-site prop-
erty damage insurance, which only protects the utilities in case of an accident, and

which will of course be paid for with ratepayer money.
T LI S <™t L0 [ LI o e L L IWM, J,12,111111111111111,1

The TMI Litigation Team is working hard to gather names of individuals to partici-
pate in a lawsuit against the NRC for venting krypton in June and July of 1980. (See
April's TMIA ALERT.) If you wish to participate, call the TMIA office, or send your
name to the TMI Litigation Team, 315 Peffer St., Harrisburg, PA 17102 as soon as possible.

Yes, | want to join TMIA and others in this lawsuit against the
NRC. When the NRC denied a hearing before venting the radioactive
gas from the Unit-2 reactor:

I suffered physical, mental and/or emotional distress.

I or members of my family left town, incurring expenses of

I suffered other injuries. Specify:

I know someone who moved from the area because of the venting.
Please send me more information about this lawsuit.

Enclosed is a contribution of $ to help defray your costs.

NAME PHONE
ADDRESS _* CITY STATE ZIP




ews clipping ser-
,t stories from TMI
area papers and sends them to schools, libraries,
and other interested parties as far away as Germany,
was given approval to charge $5.00 annually for the 12
monthly issues at the TMIA Planning Council Meeting on
April 27,1982. Formerly funded by grants and donations,
the service will now become self-sufficient. Update
editors Cathie Musser and Kathy Manfred presented cost
estimates based on monthly, bi-monthly and quarterly
costs, as well as various letters of appreciation and
endorsement. Planning Council members agreed that the
service's effectiveness would be reduced if the news
were not distributed on a monthly basis.

U.N. SPECIAL

The United Nations’ Second Special Session for
Disarmament will be held in June, 1982. After the
1978 U.N. Special Session on Disarmament, the General
Assembly concluded that "we must halt the arms race
and proceed to disarm or face annihilation.”” Several

events are scheduled to show support for this position.

The World Peace March, which was recently in the TMI
area, will arrive in New York on June 7. An Inter-
national Religious Conference and Convocation will be
held in New York June 8-11.

On June 12, a demonstration and rally will be held
at the U.N., focused on the need to stop the arms

race and to transfer military funds to meet human needs.

Bus tickets may still be available for this event.
On June 14, nonviolent civil disobedience action
will be held at the U.N. Required training is avail-

able through 212-777-4737.

STEERING COMMITTEE UP-DATE

During the April 27 TMIA Planning Council
Meeting, three new members were elected to
temporarily Fill vacancies on the Steering
Committee. Gary Mitchell, Randy Smedley,
and Paul Lujanac were unanimously approved
to Fill the positions until elections can
be held at the June General Membership
Meeting. The Steering Committee presently
consists of these new members in addition
to Sandra Choma, Mitch Turnauer, Georgiana
Nyce, and Bob Shaw.

news - bits

Charts... f—

Studies.......
Reports....

.graphs, maps, transcripts and more, are
available to you through the Nuclear Informa-
tion and Resource Service. NIRS collects the
latest key resources on nuclear issues and dis-
tributes them at low cost (even cheaper fif
you're a NIRS member).

To get your free copy of our Publications
Distribution List (over 200 items listed), send a
SASE to NIRS, 1536 16th Street NW, Washington
DC 20036

CHRIS SAYER, former staff member
of TMIA, is now living and working
in New York City. Chris put in
long hours as a volunteer working
on various aspects of the TMIA
struggle, and will be remembered
for applying his considerable
writing skills in drafting several
of TMIA's original-position papers.

Project David coordinators were pleased
to announce that Met-Ed's delinquency
rate for March was a record 15.8%.
Ratepayers are encouraged to continue
withholding their payments, to pro-
test having to pay for the clean-up

of the TMI Unit Il accident.
Door-knocking in Lebanon will be con-
ducted on May 15, to solicit support
for the project and to encourage voters
to VOTE NO in the May Primary Election.



Fun and Fund Raising

.....C.......a 00000000000

REFERENDUM CELEBRATION, MAY 20

Court Dorsey, of the Bright Morning
Star, will entertain local residents
and activists on May 20i, at the Lake-
side Lutheran Church, Hopefully a
victory party, the festivities will
begin at 7:30 p.m. Bring food to
share and raffle ticket stubs, as
the drawing will take place around
8:30 p.m. Nonalcoholic refreshments
will be provided.

Court Dorsey, who has performed lo-
cally on several occasions, will sing,
and play the piano,
Tickets, ONLY $2.00, are available at the
TMIA office at 315 Peffer St. and at the
Bipartisan VOTE NO committe office. Music
begins at 9:00 p.m.

JOIN US — MAY 20 — AND BRING FRIENDS!

RE-CYCLING DAY ----- JULY 17, 1982

When: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Where: Colonial Park Plaza Parking
Lot, southwest corner

What.  Newspapers, cardboard, steel
(cans, wheels, etc.), &
aluminum items, glass
(any color, need not be
sorted)

Who: Anyone! Tell your family &

friends to drop their
useless recyclables off.

sax, banjo & harmonica.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. Wear goggles,
gloves, long-sleeved shirt.

CONTACT: Sandra Choma 233-2788.

MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME

ADDRESS

CHECK MEMBERSHIP DESIRED:

$ 5 low

$15 regular membership

$25 non-profit organi

income and student

TELEPHONE

$ 50 sustaining member
$100 patron

zation $200 club member

$ 5 non-member newsletter subscription

RETURN TO:

TMIA
315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102



REFERENDUM WORKERS NEEDED

IT you have any spare time between now
and May 18, please volunteer to help the
Bipartisan VOTE NO Committee. VOTE NO!! MAY

........O...................a**

TMIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

There will be a General Membership Meeting D/ \ I ES

on Thursday, June 10, 1982, in the basement
of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament church,
at Third and Woodbine in Harrisburg, 7:30 p.m.

The agenda wvill include: The future of the

Economic Planning Committee; the recent

billings for environmental consultant fees

related to previous legal actions; the pro- May 11 — Planning Council Meeting

posed TMIA By-Laws; and other vital issues.
May 18 — ELECTION DAY—VOTE NO!

Please plan on attending. Bring your very
best ideas about what TMIA should do to
KEEP TMIA CLOSED FOREVER!!

May 20 — Party at Lakeside Lutheran
Church: Court Dorsey performs.

LOOK AT YOUR RENEWAL NUMBER...IT TELLS YOU THE MONTH AND YEAR YOU
SHOULD RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP. WAS IT LAST MAY? IF YOUR NUMBER

IS COMING DUE OR PAST DUE, PLEASE RENEW.

Non-Profit Org.

THREE MILE ISLAND ALERT U.S. Postage
315 Peffer Street _PQ'D
Harrisburg, PA 17102 narrisbuwrg,
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REFERENDUM A VICTORY

VOTERS OPPOSE T.M.I.

On May 18, wvoters in Dauphin,
voted overwhelmingly against the restart of

T™I

RESTART

Cumberland and Lebanon counties
Unit 1.  Although the

referendum was non-binding, the results give ample evidence of local
citizens’ opposition to the resumption of nuclear activity at the
neighboring power plant, The Bipartisan Committee to Vote No worked
hard at contacting local residents and encouraging them to vote against

the restart of Unit 1.

GPU, which spent approximately
paign in the 8 months prior to the election,

or did not vote on the referendum.

$257,000 on an advertisement cam-

refused to admit that the
vote was a defeat, citing the number of people who did not vote at all

Apparently, however, the public was

not convinced by their claims of improved safety and clean-up progress.

Although the referendum results are encouraging, local activists

are very much aware that the victory

is only one step in a long process.

Anti-nuclear groups are meeting this month to plan strategies aimed at

enforcing the wvoters’ mandate to KEEP TMI

Congratulations and thanks i<
and contacting voters prior to the election.

Please Attend

There will be a General Membership Meeting

on Thursday, June 10, 1982, in the basement
of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament church,
at Third and Woodbine in Harrisburg, 7:30 p.

The agenda will include: The future of the
Economic Planning Committee; the recent

billings for environmental consultant fees
related to previous legal actions; the pro-
posed TMIA By-Laws; and other vital issues.

Please plan on attending. Bring your very
best ideas about what TMIA should do to
KEEP TMI CLOSED FOREVER!

CLOSED FOREVER.

those who worked on registering
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PUC Agrees: No CWIP $'s

In a series of unprecedented actions, the Public Utilities
Commission on May 7 threw out Philadelphia Electric's request for
$106 million in CWIP (Construction Work in Progress) funds to help
the financially strapped utility complete its costly Limerick twin
nukes project in Montgomery County. The move, iif the PUC adheres to
it in later cases, is expected to discourage the construction of more
plants with greater cost overruns.

The decision Ilikely will have local repercussions, say those who
have studied PUC actions. As John Murdoch testified on May 5 on behalf
of TMIA, before Senator Bell's committee considering SB 1366, GPU
Nuclear was thought to be looking longingly at CWIP as a device to enable
the company to saddle ratepayers with much of the multi-mil ! ion dollar
cost of repairing the 8,000 to 10,000 leaky steam generator tubes dis-
covered in TMI-1.

On three separate occasions during the May 5 hearing, Senator Bell
advised those supporting SB 1366 to contact their state senators and
representat ives and make their feeli ngs known. SB 1366 would require
the PUC to disallow CWIP in utility rate cases beyond its present
narrow applications.

The PUC also recommended that PE either cancel or suspend con-
struction of Limerick's Unit Il, as they will not receive funds for
Construction Works in Progress. Consumers wvill have to monitor the
company's financial transactions, however, as PE just received an ex-
tremely high rate increase and may be tempted to misdirect the funds.

CUMBERLAND PETITION SUCCEEDS:.
County Meeting Scheduled

Volunteer efforts to collect petition signatures paid off this
month when Cumberland County Commissioners agreed to citizens' requests
by scheduling a public meeting to hear comments and questions about
the County's Response Plan for "incidents” at TMI, dated Nov. 1981.

The petitions, bearing the names of 190 residents from throughout
the county, were presented on May 10 to Commission Chairman Jake Myers
by John Murdoch, representing the 10 individuals, most of them members
and friends of TMIA, who secured the signatures in recent months.

Myers indicated that Tom Blosser, director of the County Emergency
Management Office, would preside at the June 3rd meeting at the Old
Court House in Carlisle. Officials representing the 22 townships,

12 boroughs, and nine school districts in the county are expected to
attend.

Although only a portion of New Cumberland Borough lies within the
10-mile primary evacuation zone on which FEMA and PEMA are concentrating,
escape routes traverse the county, and resources throughout the county
probably would be called upon in event of a TM| emergency. In addition,
as Commissioner Myers noted in sympathizing with those urging a 20-mile
planning zone, many persons living beyond the 10-mile radius were among
the estimated 250,000 persons who fled the area during the March 28, 1979

accident.



TMIA received a copy of the GPU motion to the NRC commissioners
asking them not to hold a hearing on psycho logical stress related to
the restart 0f TMI Unit |, even though the NRC environmental assess-
ment (which is expected to be completed in June) might suggest that
such action 'ts necessary or advisable.

and Evacuation's EMOTIONAL FALLOUT

The Gettysburg Times reported that a new sociological study,
sponsored by the National Science Foundation's section on Ethics and
Values in Science and Technology, concludes that "Mass evacuations
like that at the Three Mile Island nuclear plant in 1979 have long-
term psychological and emotional fallout, and the government has not

adequately dealt with that problem." Regarding government response
to TMI, the study states that although the government helped devise
evacuation plans, "it has not addressed the long-term implications of

social upheaval caused by the evacuations.”

Due to the sense of outrage that accompanies an evacuation,
states Jane C. Kronick, associate professor at Bryn Mawr College's
Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research, social order is

hard to restore. "Maintenance of social order in the area around TMI
was a serious problem as long as a year after the accident”, she said
in an interview. The government's plans to remove citizens do not

include talking to people about making realistic provisions for what
might happen to them during an evacuation.

Penna. May Get
Radioactive Dump

A compact to decide who will get the Northeast U.S. low level
radioactive waste dump is now being devised by a group called the
Coalition of Northeast Governors' Low Level Radioactive Waste Policy
Working Group (PWG for short). This group has also established a
Public | nformation and Education Task Force to convince reluctant
citizens that this radioactive garbage is exactly what they'd like
in their backyard.

Pennsylvania is a member of this 9roup, which includes the s

New England states, New Jersey, and New York. We could be faced wi
having to establish a low-level dump here, as al! states must sign
compact or dispose of their own waste by January 1, 1986. The PWG
hopes to have a compact ready for the nine legis latures to vote on bpy
the 1983 session. These states generate A02: of all low level waste in
the country through 21 nuclear power plants (creating i of the AOQ0S)
1,250 licensed medical and research facilities, and 2,000 industrial
generators. Most of this waste is now trucked to Barnwell, South

Carol i na.



WERE YOU PLEASED AT THE.REFERENDUM RESULTS?
DID YOU HEAVE A SIGH OF SATISFACTION AND SIT BACK A MOMENT TO

SAVOR THE VICTORY?
WELL, DON'T SIT BACK FOR LONG —

from
your

IT’S TIME TO MAKE NEW PLANS
AND STRATEGIES TO KEEP TMI CLOSED FOREVER!

The taste of victory is sweet, but remember that this is only one battle.

We must fight against: GPU’s monstrous advertisement and public relations resources;

apathy on the part of many citizens; andour governmental systems which promote and

(O d4—OgOm

by-laws which will be presented at that meeting.

support nuclear generation of electricity rather than public health and safety.

The referendum victory should be our "foot in the door" with those seeking
elected public offices. We must pressure them to speak out clearly and strongly
against restarting TMI, and let them know that unless they are working with us,
we will work hard to see that they do not get elected.

The June 10 TMIA General Membership Meeting will be an opportunity to re-
organize and revitalize our group. The By-Laws Committee has worked hard to draft
You can have a say in what the

final by-laws will be only if you attend, participate in the debate, and honor your

membership right/responsibility to vote on this and other vital issues.

"WHAT’S NEXT?" should be our main focus at this point.

Bill Keisling of

Project David will address the meeting to solicit support for his plans and ideas.

New ideas are needed and renewed commitment is essential.

"WHAT CAN | DO?" is the spirit with which we should attend this meeting.

The referendum shows that working together, we can succeed. Hopefully the victory

will rekindle our enthusiasm and hope.

Come to the June 10 TMIA General Membership Meeting and help shape our

future. June’s calendar is full for the first % of the month.

Let’s make the

end of June productive by planning and pursuing our efforts towards achieving our

primary goal, to KEEP TMI CLOSED FOREVER.

Volunteers Solicited

The TMIA office is in need of volunteers. As we congratulate
Kay Pickering on her new position, we must remember all the
major and minor tasks she has faithfully performed over her
years with TMIA. She will still be around to assist, but the
following chores are among the list of volunteer work needed:
* Keeping records * Reviewing correspondence
*  Filing * Help update membership list
Many thanks to Kay for all the work she has done and will con-
tinue to do towards keeping this organization operational.

& thanked

Many thanks to all who helped
make this newsletter possible:
to John Murdock & Bev Davis for
articles submitted; Joanne Doro-
show for information rendered,;
Fran Bryan for typing help; our
favorite printer, American Quick
Print; Kay Pickering; and all
who help to collate S mail.



Issues &

The TMI Litigation Team announced
that the krypton case wvill be filed
in Federal District Court in Harris-

burg. Over 100 individuals have
joined as plaintiffs in this action
against the NRC. Joanne Doroshow,

along with Rob Hager and John Clewett
of Washington, are serving as the
attorneys for the plaintiffs.

The NRC Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board issued a tentative draft, de-
scribing charges against Micheal Ross,
TMI Manager of Operations, as "un-
founded,” in effect reversing the re-
port of NRC appointed special master,
Gary Milhollin.

TMIA representatives Joanne Doros how
and Louise Bradford submitted comments
on the report.

Washington State has agreed to re-
ceive TMI waste once more after having
closed its dump to Pennsylvania for
more than a week after it received a
shipment which was not sealed shut
according to regulations. GPU blamed
the problem on faulty equipment.

complicated
Issues .

b'l

/a

errors 5

Four thousand gallons of puddles
remain in the TMI Unit-2 Readtor
Building after GPU gave up pumping
out the remaining water when the
filter clogged on May 2. No more
pumping appears to be planned.

When all the MetEd warning
sirens went off in Dauphin County
on the night of May 23, the NRC
said it was because some "compatible
noise" set them off. No other explan-
ation could be found, including what
that compatible noise was. The sirens
sounded again when set off by lighten-
ing just a few days later.

Six smoke detectors inside Unit 2
Reactor Building were tested on April
29. They are part of the reactor
bui 1ding fire protection system and
are designed to activate an alarm in
the control room to automatically
secure portions of the reactor building
ventilation system. Not one of the
6 worked.

11982. 11992.

get footed Again!



Kay Pickering is now employed as
the coordinator for the Hbg. of-
fice of the Pa. Campaign for Nu-
ISIand Updates clear Weapons Freeze. She wvill be
moving upstairs to the front of-
fice (once the redecorating is
completed) and wvill be hiring
part time staff to work with her.

Three Mile Island Alert

TMIA Island Updates, a news-clipping ser-

ce which carries stories from Harrisburg,
York, and Middletown newspapers, distributes in-
formation related to the status of TMI to interested
individuals and institutions. The May issue was recently
mailed to 411 subscribers, along with a reguest for their

cooperation in contributing $5-00 annually to cover the Joanne Doroshow is moving to
cost of publication. New subscribers are encouraged to Washington D.C., but wvill con-
utilize this resource personally, or to have it sent to tinue to work on the krypton
their local library or public officials. A gift subscrip- litigation and the cheating
tion, along with the TMIAlert, would keep an out of town issue.

friend well informed or would be a good going-away present.

The Environmental Coalition on Nuclear Power, one of the leading anti-nuclear groups in
Pennsylvania, is celebrating its 11th year of organizational activity. With headquarters at
433 Orlando Ave. in State College, ECNP is a loose coalition of Pennsylvania anti-nuclear
groups under the direction of Judy Johnsrud and Phyllis Zitzer. Its victories, brought about
by the group's main method of working, citizen action, include the abandonment of mammoth
Energy Parks, the vetoing of the Plowshare program to blow nuclear storage holes for gas un-
der Pennsylvania, and the cancellation of a chain of nuclear plants throughout the state.

TMI Unit | and Il have been opposed by ECNP on an on-going basis. The group, which has
acted as intervenors and supported other intervenors, is still appealing Unit IlI's license
based on the danger of large aircraft from the neighboring airports and on the danger to the
fuel cycle created by the construction of the plant.

ECNP's comprehensive newsletter is available to members who pay $10.00 annually. Meet-
ings are generally held the second Saturday of the month; however, the next meeting is June 10
at the PSU HUB in State College. Frank Davis of TMIA is ECNP's representative to PIRC.

PIRC, Three Mile Island Public Interest Resource
Center, will hold a meeting on Tuesday, June 8, at
the Friends' Meeting House on Sixth Street in Harris-
burg, at 7 p.m. Leaders from all PIRC coalition
groups are encouraged to attend, to develop a uni-
fied strategy for follow-up to the recent referendum
victory. Anyone wishing to submit ideas should con-
tact Steve or Suzanne Patton prior to June 2, 1982.

e presented ashes from the March 28 Met-Ed
TMIA PLANNING COUNCIL MEETING -- MAY 11 e Bill Burning to Governor Thornburgh on

_ _ _ _ May 22, along with a clear message, man-
During the May 11 TMIA Planning Council Meeting, < dating his rescission of his proposed TMI

Project David coordinator Bill Keisling presented '’ e clean-up funding plan. Thornburgh's plan,
plans and requested that Project David be dis- - relying on the restart of TMI Unit | and

cussed in the TMIA General Membership Meeting on - requiring ratepayers'to bail out the cor-
June 10. He solicited support and received sugg- < porate stockholders, was cited as an ex-

estions. A PUC request and rate strike may occur. - ample of Thornburgh's continual siding

Randy Smedley was authorized to sign checks ana = with the rich and powerful, at the expense
to help oversee financial transactions and records. e of the poor and unorganized.

The proposed TMIA By-Laws were discussed. Sugg- e At the TMIA June General Membership Meet-
ested changes were debated. These By-Laws will be = ing, Project David strategies and plans

revised at least once before they are presented at =wvill be presented, including local Town
the TMIA June General Membership Meeting, when all e Meetings to gather support for a formal
members of TMIA will be able to debate, revise, and < action requesting the PUC to rescind the
authorize the organizational structure. «January 15 Met-Ed rate increase. If the

Authorization of press releases and issues < PUC turns down the request, an expanded

related to financial systems were deliberated. H Rate Strike wvill be organized.



Fun and Fund Raising
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RAFFLE RESULTS — WINNERS!!

Basket of Cheer

When:
won by Jean Keet

RE-CYCLING DAY --- JULY 17, 1982

8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Where: i i
4 _ Dinner for Two at Tom's Colonial Park Plaza Parking
) Lot, southwest corner
won by Paul Lujana
. What: Newspapers, cardboard, steel
#3 — Hand \I[/)Vovzs?r:I S_llk/\éVooI Scarf (cans, wheels, etc.), &
won by oria Stepp aluminum items, glass
A — Professional Chimney Sweeping (any color, need not be
won by Sally Morgan sorted)
THANKS TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED Who:  Anyone! Tell your family &
AND/OR SOLD TICKETS!!! friends to drop their
useless recyclables off.
* * VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. Wear goggles,
gloves, long-sleeved shirt.
CONTACT: Sandra Choma 233-2788.
ASK A

HELP INCREASE MEMBERSHIP!

RECYCLING SAVES TREFS!

BUY A GIFT MEMBERSHIP FOR =20 o

A FRIEND, REPRESENTATIVE, \ eee
OR PUBLIC LIBRARY!! -

MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

CHECK MEMBERSHIP DESIRED:
$ 5 low income and student
$15 regular membership

$25 non-profit organization

PRESERVFS RESOURCES!
CONSERVES ENERGY!

$ 50 sustaining member

$100 patron

$200 club member

$ 5 non-member newsletter subscription

RETURN TO: TMIA

315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102



June 3 --

JUNE
EVENTS

June 7 *

June 8 --
June 10 --

June 11 --

UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT
International

Rally and March to support

June 11 --
June 12

June 14--

5 p-m.

10:30

(Bus

Blockade of U.N. offices.

"Pilgrimage for*Peace"” Picnic 0
Join California anti-nuke friends for a picnic
in Goldsboro. Bring a picnic supper to share.

Cumberland County
Attend this public
plans in the event
Old Court House in

Commissioners Meeting

meeting on emergency evacuation

of another TM | accident, at the
Carlisle. Bring questions 8 friends.

a.m. National Meeting of
Meet at 9:30 a.m. to prepare for Press Conference at
10:00 a.m., to dramatize the questionable nature of
present nuclear insurance policies, in Philadelphia.

Insurance Commissioners

PIRC Leadership Meeting
Help develop strategies for
Harrisburg Friends'

ruture actions,
Meeting House.

at the

7:30 p.m. TMIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MFETING

Attend and discuss by-laws,
more

finances,
organization,

strategies,
O.L.B.S.

and

issues vital basement

to our

Evacuation Planning Meeting with the director of PFMA

Il -—- NEW YOPK CITY

Religious Convocation

reduction of nuclear

weapons
tickets available at TMIA office,

315 Peffer St.)
Training Mandatory.

LOOK AT YOUR RENEWAL NUMBER...IT TELLS YOU THE MONTH AND YEAR YOU

SHOULD RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP.

IS COMING DUE OR PAST DUE,

THREE MILE ISLAND ALERT
315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102

WAS 1T LAST MAY? IF YOUR NUMBER

PLEASE RENEW.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Harrisburg, PA
Permit No. 807
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NRC Lawsuit Filed

The TMI Litigation Team filed a complaint against
the NRC commissioners who authorized the venting of krypton
in June/July, 1980. More than 100 plaintiffs are listed on
the complaint, among which are many members of TMIA, as well
as the organization. As the Tfirst name listed on the com-
plaint, TMIA will be used in referring to the legal case, Tiled
in Federal District Court in Harrisburg.

The TMI Litigation Team, headquartered at 132*4- North
Capitol Street in Washington, D.C., utilizes TMIA"s Peffer St.
offices when working iIn the Harrisburg area. Attorneys who
are providing legal assistance on a pro bono basis, Joanne Doro-
show & Rob Hager, mailed each participant a letter outlining

topics which may be included in preparing an affidavit for each
plaintiff.

Please Attend: IN THIS ISSUE

TMIA iIs requesting your
financial and personal as-
sistance this month.

Help our RECYCLING ef-

forts by volunteering your
RECYCLING JUly 17 time and/or recyclables.
* * * Attend the PICNIC and
meet other local activists.
Donate MONEY to keep
TMIA alert and active.

Read the other side to
25 find out the details.

PICNIC July



Fun and Fund Raising
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PICNIC — JULY 25 —— PICNIC RECYCLING DAY — JULY 17, 1982

When: Beginning at 12:00 noon When:  8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Where: Camp Reilly, Route ™3 Where: Colonial Park Plaza Parking
Fishing Creek Valley Road Lot, southwest corner

What: Swimming, volleyball, music . What: Newspapers, cardboard, aluminum
and general picnic fun . and steel items (cans, wheels)

- & glass (need not be sorted)

Who: Anyone! Meet local political . ) )
activists from Common Cause, < Who: Anyone! Tell family & friends to
Legal Aide, Human and Repro- * drop off recyclable items.
ductive Rights groups, & of
course, TMIA members. . VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. . _Wear protective

clothing: long-sleeved shirt, sturdy
JOIN THE FUN. Bring your own picnic - shoes, goggles (if available).

basket full of goodies and prepare CONTACT: Sandra Choma at 233-2788
to meet other people who are working

in the Harrisburg area on some
vital 1issues. He * *

THIS EVENT 1S COMPLETELY FREE!

Donations gladly accepted to

defray the expenses of rent- RECYCLING -- SAVES TREES!
ing the camp and pool. -~ PRESERVES RESOURCES!

CONTACT: Ed Nielson @ 236-0521 or ° ° -- CONSERVES ENERGY!
Suzanne Magda @ 232-5515 %

This abbreviated issue of the TMIALERT is brought to you in the

hope that you will read it in its entirety and respond appropriately
to our appeals.

f RECYCLING not only helps the environment, it also helps our or-
rom ganization, as we will share in the money generated by the sale of
)/()LJF those reusable items we each use and throw away every day. Clean

out your closets and store rooms and bring recyclables on July 17.
VOLUNTEER to help collect and sort the items which will be brought.
Any job is more fun and less labor if we pitch in together.

Attend the PICNIC being organized to let us get to know other
active people with some of the same concerns we all have. TMIA is
not holding our usual summer-time fund-raising picnic, in the hope
that you will attend the July 25 affair. Enjoy yourself, relax, &
maybe you’ll be inspired to get reactive or more active.

DONATIONS REQUESTED: we are not asking you to bake a cake, wash
T' a car, or otherwise go out of your way to raise Tfunds for TMIA this
summer, other than the recycling project. We do, however, have an
C) endless need for funds to cover basic expenses, and memberships are
not coming in as frequently these days. So, please, give what you
IQ can to help us KEEP TMI CLOSED FOREVER and enjoy your summerl

(/loan

PLEASE FILL OUT THE ATTACHED CARD AND RETURN 1T WITH YOUR DONATION
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CHEATING DECISION APPEALED

The Atomic Safety and Licensing Board’s decision not to prosecute TMI operators who
cheated on NRC examinations is only one example of the points on which it differed from the

findings of Administrative Judge Gary Milhollin. The board stated that it could not prove
"a deterring effect upon those still employed at TMI...over and above...the fact that "0°

and "W* were separated from their employment in disgrace.” This does not explain why "G"
and "H", who cheated on NRC exams over an extended period of time, were merely suspended for
two weeks without pay. Although Milhollin suggested sanctions such as loss of license for
cheating on the exams, "G" and "H" were given the choice of two week suspension or indivi-
dual licensing action would be taken.

The board rejects Mulhollin’s conclusion that TMI’s training program reflects an
inadequate response to the 8/79 NRC order to upgrade their training program. While admit-
ting that the program has serious problems, they justify their decision by stating that it
was upgraded, thereby meeting the requirements of the NRC order.

"The document is filled with internal contradictions,' according to Louise Bradford,
TMIA intervenor who has written around 200 exceptions to the ASLB decision. She said they
seem more interested in supporting the company than in examining the issues. Assisted by
Joanne Doroshow, Louise is preparing the arguments to be sent to the Licensing Appeal Board.
She feels that one very disturbing aspect is the mild recommendation that an iInvestigation
be conducted related to GPU management personnel making material false statements to a
government agency. '"‘We worked hard to get it on the record" in the Milhollin hearings, she
stated, adding that an investigation is not needed, just a sentence for the admitted crime.

(continued on page 4)

Elected PUC? IN THIS ISSUE

PUC Commissioner Michael Johnson criticized his
colleagues for their alignment with special interest
groups and utility lobbyists at the expense of the PICNIC FLYER ENCLOSED! 1
ratepaying, taxpaying public. Johnson urged that PUC
commissioners be elected to four year terms and be re-

_ _ . CRBR & Bad News.......... 2
sponsible for only one area of regulation. He indi-
cated that utility rates increased drastically over Editorial Page........... 3
Fhe past thre? years, and tha? Iarg? increases are be- Up-Dates/More ASLB....... 4
ing granted with no apparent justification.
TMIA By-Laws. ... ... _..... 5

Democratic gubenatorial candidate Allen Ertel also
proposed PUC changes, urging their ten year term be re-
duced to five years and practices related to passing
utility taxes on to customers be modified.

Calendar and Tiny ltems..6



NO MORE FUNDS FOR CRBR ?

The Clinch River Breeder Reactor is in need of $252 Million additional
funds to meet the tremendous cost overruns of the project, originally estimated
to cost only $400 Million. Present estimates run from $3-6 Billion. YOU must write
your national legislators and tell them to vote against further funding for this
inefficient, unsafe project. Three good reasons you can cite in your letter are:

1) Liquid Metal Fast Breeder Reactors have a history of problems with their
steam generators. The General Accounting office reported that the DOE "is not
minimizing risks in its steam generator testing program®, and the project's prime
contractor indicated that DOE tests are inadequate concerning structural integrity
and the ability to withstand temperature changes or vibrations.

2) The project will not be cost effective until the price of uranium, present-
ly selling @$23.00/Lb, reaches $130.00/Lb. The CRBR was developed because it was
believed that the U.S. would be running out of nuclear fuel by the year 2000, but
the slow growth of the nuclear industry and the low price of uranium have under-
mined the rational for the project. Predictions indicate that we presently have
enough fuel to last until 2020 and that the CRBR will not be cost effective until
2050.

3) The recently requested allocation of $252 million is more than half the
original projected cost. President Reagan is asking Congress to pass these funds at
a time when unemployment benefits, disability benefits, and alternative energy pro-
grams are being cut or defunded. We cannot afford to pay $6 billion for an unneces-
sary and unsafe technological project such as the CRBR.

Pa. Rep. Allen Ertel and others serving on the committee on Science and
Technology voted last year to discontinue funding, but it was included in the 1981
Omnibus Reconciliation Act which Reagan backed. Ertel recently sent a letter to
his constituents affirming his continued efforts to discontinue funding for CRBR,
and offering his assistance in supplying additional information on the project.

WRITE TO YOUR LEGISLATORS. TELL THEM HOW YOU FEEL. TELL THEM:

NO MORI, $$$ FOR CRBR!!!

BLOOD DISEASE Berwick Blues
Near NUke Plant Pennsylvania Power and Light Co. is seeking

a 20% rate increase to begin recovering the $3.85
million invested in the Susquehanna Steam Elec-
tric Station near Berwick, Pa. Arguing that in
six years PP&L customers will be paying less than
. . if the plant had never been built, company spokes-
rare blood disease, polycythemia vera, among lo- man John Saeger cited the long-term benefits to
cal residents. The disease normally occurs only the customers. As of Monday, August 2nd, about
once in every 250,000 Americans, but of the 700, 1/3 of the 764.1 uranium fuel Bundles had l;een
000 people Iiving_within a_60 mile radius 25 loaded into the Unit |1 reactor; the fuel rods
foaij]I;a\e/?ggfe?irgézg?ﬁgegvé?agtzer;?eSt 25 years, contain approximat_ely 11 million ura_\nium _pel-
) ’ lets. Saeger admitted the company is "doing

Dr. Robert Winslow of Atlanta’s Center for 5 |ot of things for the first time...We expect
Disease Control said it is "reasonable to assume’ to find minor problems."
a link between Polycythemia vera and radiation,

The Savannah River Plant, operating since
1953, produces weapons-grade plutonium and tri-
tium for the Department of Energy. It may also
be responsible for an alarming increase of a

which "damages the DNA of the blood cells, lead- The NRC and Pennsy'vania Power and |_|ght

ing to mutations”(emphasis added), although he are conducting investigations resulting from al-
said there was no proof that radiation was caus- |egations that certain criteria were not follow-
ing the disease. He further stated that he be- ¢4 jn the design and installation of some joints,
lieves "a very dangerous situation” might well in the small-bore piping at the Susquehanna Steam
exist near the Savannah River Plant- refering Electric Station under construction near Berwick.
to the blood disease, not the nuclear production The Jetter containing the allegations was received
operations. Polycythemia vera sometimes leads by the. NRC in May, and was written by an engin-

to leukemia, heart disease and stroke. The Plant eer for the Bechtel Power Corp., the Plant's
is operated by E.l. du Pont de Nemours & Co. main construction contractor.



frOI II RESTART IS A REAL POSSIBILITY IN THE NEAR FUTURE! 3

Our NEVEMBER ELECTIONS ARE APPROACHING, AND WE NEED TO CONTACT CANDIDATES & CAMPAIGN
FOR THOSE WHO SUPPORT THE PRINCIPLES OF TMIA.

OUR ORGANIZATION 1S REORGANIZING AND IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS TO SERVE IN DECISION-
MAKING, PLANNING AND ACTUALIZING OUR IDEALS.

There’s three good reasons to become more involved in TMIA.

You can begin by coming to the August 29 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP PICNIC. There 11 be
fun activities and shared food. New members will be welcomed with FREE HATS. But, more
importantly, you will be able to participate in the election of the Planning Council mem-
bers who will shape our organization’s immediate future. You can volunteer or nominate
someone who you think will get the job done. We really need a broad base of members to
be active at least in the quarterly general membership meetings. Planning Council meet-
ings are held twice a month, on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month; committees
meet every month, sometimes several times a month. Surely you can make four meetings a
year. Come on and get active. |If the decision is made to restart Unit |, we are going
to be swamped with work, and we need to start increasing the number of workers NOW!

QO d—gOm

Another ideas we need to hear from you about is a recent proposal that TMIA take
over the responsibility for the monthly RECYCLING collection at the Colonial Park Plaza.
It would mean a lot of work, but it would also mean a steady, outside source of funds,

a chance to increase the public awareness of our organization and to emphasize the need
for a safe, clean environment; the opportunity for a large number of people (members and

others) to do something to make the planet a little nicer or SAVE THE EARTH s resources
for the future generations. BUT, we need help to do it. We need to know if and when

YOU can help. We are going to have to collect names and get commitments for assistance
before we can even decide if this is a feasible project. Interested? Let us know.

Thanks to all those who sent in donations as a result of our green request cards.
It"s good to know that members are willing to give a little more that the minimal fee,
especially when some of us donate our time and energy to keep TMIA going. Thanks again.

To Set The Record Straight:
a message from

After careful video

analysis of -the RUBBLE
discovered in Uwitl ,

technicians confirmed
that the core suffered

a Compound-complex fracture
dnd will he CRIPPLED
for several yea’*rs



Three Mile Island Alert

Island Updates

TMIA Island Updates is reorganizing as a

subscription-based publication. Update edi-

tors, Cathie Musser and Kathy Manfred, are meeting
in August to determine how this reorganization will ef-
fect the process of preparing, publishing and distribu-

ting the Island Updates. They may soon be requesting
volunteers to assist with specific tasks.

Three Mile Island

Public Interest Resource Center

PIRC has formed an as hoc committee to meet with
all member organizations to discuss: needs of member
organizations which PIRC may help fulfill; methods of
funding PIRC; and overall future goals/directions for
the local anti-nuclear movement. They hope to com-
plete these meeting before their Sept. 15 meeting.

MARCH 28th COALITION is considering conducting a
worker safety campaign which would involve leafleting
at TMI during shift changes. Several leaflets would
be prepared and distributed every few weeks. Anyone
interested in helping with this effort should contact
Randy King or Keith Bentz @ 233—2207.

(from page 1

credibility, as well as on material evidence.

directly to the case.

TMIA extends a hearty "thanks" to
JOHN MURDOCH, who is retiring from ac-
tive participation to attend to person-
al business that has been neglected due
to his extensive anti-nuclear activities
over the past several years. The TMIA
newsletter has benefitted from his re-
search and writing assistance. He also
served on the Steering Committee and
Planning Council, and presented testi-
mony at legal hearings on such issues
as CWIP and nominations for the PUC.
In addition, John did public speaking
and private work related to nuclear is-
sues, ingluding instigating further
hearings on Cumberland County’s evacu-
ation plans. Many thanks for all your
pleasant assistance, John, and may the
best of luck bless your future

HELP WANTED

TMIA is in need of office volun-
teers. IMMEDIATE OPENINGS for anyone
willing to file, type, answer tele-
phones or address newsletters, Up-
dates, and correspondence. Also, we
need someone who will make current
membership cards. PLEASE HELP!!
Contact Georgiana Nyce by leaving
a message for her at the TMIA office
(233-7897) or home (564-0966). If
you can help with addressing, con-
tact Sandra Choma (233-2788).

Another very disturbing element is their rejection of Milhollin's conclusions re-,
garding Michael Ross role in the cheating, because Milhollin based his decision on Ross'
demeanor on the witness stand. This overrides the "very crux of our legal system, Bradford
maintains, as all juries and judges rely on the personal evidence of witness testimony and
She sees this as the board's unwillingness
to implicate Ross, who they see as GPU's most valuable employee.

Milhollin's report was very helpful in this whole process, Louise believes. It
verified the legitimacy of TMIA's arguments and politically forced the board to respond

A
S
L
B
4

She feels we "have a good chance at this appeal.”

The ASLB rendered severe criticism against GPU in recommending the $100,000 fine:
"negligent failure to safeguard the integrity of its examination process, failure to instill
an attitude of repect for...NRC administered examinations, failure to insure the quality of

training instruction, and negligence in the procedures for the certification of candidates
for the NRC licensing exams. This is the same company which the ASLB recommends should be

allowed"to return to the important matter of preparing the unit for restart without further

distractions'™ (emphasis added).
However, local residents should beware (be aware) that the ASLB has determined that

TMI Unit | should be reopened as soon as possible. Their ability to contradict themselves
and to ignore the evidence of their own investigations is evident in their having "no con-
fidence that further investigation will produce a more reliable record than that made in
the hearing before Judge Milhollin” while they blatantly reject his recommendations. It
seems the board is more concerned with licensing*than with safety.

Another matter for consideration is that if the NRC approves restart, an injunction
will probably be filed, resulting in the need to fund professional legal assistance.



Our New By-Laws

New By-Laws for TMIA were approved at the June 10 General Membership
meeting. This is the Ffirst complete rewriting since the organization was found-
ed, and reflects the more centralized organization which has evolved.

The Steering Committee and Planning Council will telescope into one
15 member body which will meet twice a month. Pour officers, elected from the 15
members, will make day to day decisions.

Planning Council members will be elected at large and will not repre-
sent any specific neighborhood group. Each member will serve for one year, with
staggered terms. Elections will be held every six months.

Duties of the new officers are detailed in the new By-Laws. The Chair-
person shall preside, set the agenda, oversee office volunteers and speak for the
organization. The Vice-Chairperson will be in charge of information to the public
in any emergency, as well as sustituting for the Chairperson as needed. The Sec-
retary shall record all actions, receive: and reply to communications, send notices,
and maintain a current membership list. The treasurer will supervise receipt and
disbursement’'of money, keep records, and prepare any financial forms. Specific
duties may tie delegated.

Seven standing committees are written into the By-Laws. Others can be
formed or disbanded by the Planning Council. These committees are: Finance, Fund-
raising, Nominating, Membership, TMIAlert, Island Updates, and Legal. Chairpersons
must report to the Planning Council at least once a month, as must representitives
from TMIA to other organizations.

Meeting of the total membership will be held at least four times a year.
Each member will receive regular updates through the TMIAlert to other organiz-
ations.

Copies of the By-Laws may be obtained from the TMIA office at 315 Peffer
St., or by contacting the members of the Committee: M'Liss Halsey, Georgianna Nyce,
Mary Hartnett or Beverly Davis. Copies will also be available at the August 29 Gen-
eral Membership Picnic/Meeting. Any member who wishes to propose amendments or
changes to the By-Laws is encouraged to do so.

MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE
CHECK MEMBERSHIP DESIRED:
$ 5 low income and student $ 50 sustaining member
$15 regular membership $100 patron
$25 non-profit organization $200 club member

$ 5 non-member newsletter subscription

RETURN TO: TMIA
315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102



august events

August 10 — Planning Council Meeting

August 24 — Planning Council Meeting
August 29 — GENERAL MEMBERSHIP PICNIC

at Negley Park, Lemoyne will be available for $3.50.
3:30 p.m. Activities
5:00 p.m. Dinner Third and Chestnut Streets.
6:30 p.m. Meeting contact:
FREE HATS FOR NEW MRMBERS!
00000, , 000OCGOOGOOGOOOOOOO 0900000000000

The following

They will serve

August 29th picnic/elections

Chairperson — Georgiana Nyce
Vice Chairperson — Randy Smedley
Treasurer — Paul Makurath
Secretary — Divided among

Planning Coun
0000000000

interim leaders
were chosen at the July 20th
Steering Committee meeting.

until the

A cheer for those who braved
and humidity to help out at the
RECYCLING CENTER in July.
nasty jobs were the order of the day.
Your hard work was well-appreciated

The Pa.

Campaign for a Nuclear Weapons Freeze

will hold a state-wide conference in Harrisburg

on Saturday, September 11,

from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Workshops and speakers will be scheduled through-
out the day, and you are invited to attend all or

part of the conference.

Bring a box lunch;

dinner
The conference will

be held at the Salem United Church of Christ at

the heat

Gnats and

by Sandra Choma and all TMIATers.

TMIA will

1 Members. result

%

Thanks also to those who brought in
items for recycling; you helped,

too.
receive $50.00 now and a

percentage of the years' total as a

of
0000000000000 000000000000OCGOCGOKOGIOGIOGIOGIOGISYS

our efforts. Thanks again.

For more information,

Harrisburg Nuclear Weapons Freeze office

W 8T bVede db s dd49a0aaaaaa

't/lanks to-.

Ken Jordan, Gary Mitchell,
Eric Gerber and Bev Davis
for direct assistance and
Kay, M’liss, Sandra, Randy,
Louise, Kathy, John & Lynn
for information and advice;
also our great printer, .«*
American Quick Print.

----------------a*

The Nominating Committee is looking for volunteers to serve on the Planning Council.

If you would

like to volunteer,

or have a nomination,

contact Gary Mitchell or Kay Pickering.

LOOK AT YOUR RENEWAL NUMBER...IT TELLS YOU THE MONTH AND YEAR YOU

SHOULD RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP.

IS COMING DUE OR PAST DUE,

WAS 1T LAST MAY?

PLEASE RENEW.

IF YOUR NUMBER
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TMIA ASSEMBLES AGAIN

Elects Council, Shares Info & Plans

TMIA Planning Council elections were held during the August 29th Gene-
ral Membership Meeting at beautiful Negley Park. Members elected to serve
until May 1983 are: Mac Albright, Bev Davis, Randy King, Paul Lujanes, Gary
and Susan Mitchell (shared), Georgiana Nyce (acting Chairperson), and Kay
Pickering. Ed Charles, Mary Hartnett, Charles Leising, Steve and Suzanne
Patton (shared), Bob Shaw, and Randy Smedley were elected to serve until the
November, 1982 General Membership Meeting elections. At that meeting they or
any other interested members may volunteer or be nominated for a six month

term .
" Recycling was unanimously adopted as an organizational fund-raiser. Bob
Shaw is working out the details with the Stony Creek Valley Conservancy, and
starting on October 16, TMIA will contribute volunteer help on a regular
basis at the Colonial Park recycling cite and will receive financial recompen-
sation for our time and efforts. SCVC wvill supply containers, transportation,
and necessary assistance, and we have the opportunity to expand the local re-
cycling availability, if we choose to supply the workers and publicity to do
so. Other up-coming activities and events were also discussed, including the

Silkwood play featured in this issue.
The meeting was preceeded by a picnic supper and activities, including

softball and volleyball. PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING AND PARTICIPATING IN THE
NOVEMBER GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING.

Please Attend: Berwick Blues

Did you hear the latest news?

Satu rday Berwick’s back into the blues.
OCtOber 23, 1982 't it's not att?elﬁe’it's a wire.

8:30 p.m. Sure hope we don’t all expire

Upon some nuclear funeral pyre.



2 The Play

Opening with the haunting sound of a
single flute (which Karen played),
Silkwood is dramatically perform-

ed by Jehane Dyllan, accompanied
only by photographs of Silkwood

and the shrill sound of alarm si-
rens and announcements. An iIinti-
mate portrait of Silkwood's thoughts
an-d feelings shortly before her death
and, through flashbacks, her memories
of the various stages of her tumultuous
life, are offered Iin this acclaimed
performance. The play is set Iin an
empty union hall, an hour before a
scheduled meeting of her local chap-
ter of the Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers Union. She addresses the
audience as her yet-to-arrive unl_>n
members, and predicts reprisals for
her courageous activities aimed at
protecting the workers and exposing
the perilous negligence of their nu-
clear employer.

* The Profit *

Proceeds from tickets sold by
TMIA will be shared among two labor
unions, our organization, PIRC, & the
Campaign for a Nuclear Freeze. At
the TMIA General Membership Meeting,
it was unanimously decided to con-
tribute $1.00 of our profits from
each ticket towards the support of
PIRC. This is YOUR CHANCE to bring
in funds for our organization merely
by enjoying an evening at the theater.
Refer to the order form below for
prices and send for your tickets to-

Karen Silkwood led a full and
varied life. From teen-age aimless-
‘ness, through marriage and motherhood
(both of which she lost through divor-
ce), to the excitement and challenge
in handling nuclear fuel and in learn-

ing of its gross mishandling and
frightful disappearance, Silkwood
eventually became a union organizer
and outspoken critic of the nuclear
industry. After attempts to move Con-
gress at testimony before the Joint
Committee failed to inspire investi-
gation or action, Karen obtained do-
cumented evidence of prolific worker
contamination, falsification of rec-
ords, and missing plutonium. This
woman, who raced motorcycles, was
Killed on her way to present the ma-
terial to a New York Times reporter
in a one-car accident, and the documents
disappeared from the mangled car.

The tragedy of her death is equalled
by the horrible realization that she
had already been lethally contaminated
by plutonium, both from her job at
Kerr-McGee and from the plutonium dis-
covered in her own refrigerator and

apartment.
J The Case

After an Oklahoma Jury found the
Kerr-McGee Corp, legally liable for
the radioactive contamination of Ka-
ren Silkwood in May, 1977, a 10th
Circuit Court of Appeals panel rejec-
ted their decision in December, 1981,
and refused to award the $10.5 mil-
lion in personal damages to the Silk-
wood children. They determined that
only $5,00 were owed for furniture
and clothing which had to be destroyed
due to radioactive contamination. The

day.! Money must be in to the TMIA case will be pursued through appeal
office BEFORE OCTOBER 151 and/or further lawsuits.
.-----------’------------------------------------------------a*
General Admission tickets @ $7.50 $
Senior citizens, students and unemployed @ $5. $
------- *Reserved seats @ $20. #Each reserved ticket includes 1 admission $
to reception hosted by Julius Uehline,
*10 for $150.00 honoring Joyce D. Miller. $
* 6 for $108.00 Served $
TOTAI €

Name (PLEASE PRINT)

Address

Source

Title

’hone ‘
(B

Phone



UNION SISTER PRODUCTIONS, INC. PRESENTS

JEHANE DYLLAN IN A ONE WOMAN SHOW

Forum Auditorium

Commonwealth Avenue & Walnut Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Saturday
October 23, 1982

8:30 p.m.

Sponsored by:

|.L.G.W.U.
Local 170

Office, Professional, Communication
and Data Processing

General

Admission
$750



THERE'S MUCH BEING DONE! 4
from THERE'S SO MUCH TO DOI

your THERE'S A LOT YOU CAN DO !11

As the possibility for restart increases, and the November elec-
tions draw near, you must decide whether any of us (meaning you) can
afford NOT to increase our participation and action regarding our own
future as it relates to our hazardous nuclear neighbor.

The "can and will" sheet is enclosed with this newsletter in an
attempt to ease your way back into action by listing several areas in
which you "can Bnd should"” apply your own interests and/or talents to-
wards achieving our common goals.

IT we are going to try to motivate our elected officials to work
in our behalf, we must first work towards seeing that those sympathetic
with our cause are voted into office. Candidates need to be contacted
and questioned. Those who declare their support for our positions must
be brought to the attention of voters. If we help them get elected,
they will be more willing to speak out and work for our goals. Before
the" restart referendum, political action was strong AND IT PAYED OFF.
Please help now to see that tomorrow's leaders are people who endorse
our aims.

THANKS to those who responded to our requests for help in the
office and with recycling. More help is needed in those areas and others.
The more probable and imminent restart becomes, the more we need to join
forces and work together to KEEP TMI CLOSED FOREVER.

Please send us your "can and will” commitment, and your Silkwood
ticket money TODAYS Hope to see more of you.

(O d4d—Qgm

To Set The Record Straight
a message from Although Some Folks \

say that our 1
P.R. campaign only
makes them more

nervous. . ..our
studies show that...

even though we
can't fool ALL the
people AIll the time.,

we can fool
the NRCI1! |

<



THREE mILE ISLAND

NOVEMBER EVENTS

Please Attend:

2nd Election Day
Oth NRC Public Hearings

:13th Regional ftnti-Nuke Meeting

16th TMIA Membership Meeting

17th TMI ftdvisory PanelMeetin

0
SEE DETAILS IN THIS ISSUE !



The NHG will hear oral presentations on November 9 from 3-5 p.m., from
9 the parties involved in the cheatinp; decision and in the proceedings
related to hardware/design issues, the separation of Units 1 and 2,

and emergency planning. Thi3 hearing has been ordered preliminary to

an NRG decision, by Dec. 10, on lifting the effectiveness of orders directing
that TMI remain in a cold shut down condition. Louise Bradford and Joanne
Doroshow will present arguments on behalf of TMIA in the afternoon session
to be held at the Wm. Penn Museum (Third & Forester Sts. Hbg.).

From 7:7"0-10 p.m., the NRG will hold a public meeting at the Central Dauphin
High School Auditorium (14600 Locust Lane, Hbg.) in order to hear the views of in-
terested citizens, who will be allotted 3 minutes for their statements. No

Questions will be entertained by the NRC.
Please ATTEND this MOST IMPORTANT MEETING. W/ritten statements may be sub-

mitted by any concerned citizen. Participants in the afternoon session may

submit written comments to the NRC about information presented in the evening's
public session. Show the NRC that we are vitally interested in this issue and
feel that our views should weigh heavily in their decisions about our future
safety. Bring your friends and form a car-pool. We must be present in order
to be heard - let your pressure speak of your concern while you listen to the
views of your neighbors.
A regional conference of anti-nuclear activist groups will be held on
November 13 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Lakeside Lutheran Church
13 (Third & Division Sts., Hbg.). This conference, hosted by TMIA, is
one of a series sponsored by Mobilization for Survival to plan and
strategize for a national conference to be held in Washington D.C.

Oil March 28, 198”~. The coordination of efforts by those opposed to nuclear power
plants and those supporting a nuclear weapons freeze will be explored. The purpose

of this meeting is to revitalize the movement against nuclear power and establish
goals. Please attend and bring a bag lunch.

TMIA General Membership Meeting will be held on November 16 at
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament church basement at 7:30 p.m.
16 Elections will be held for planning council members to serve from
November through May 1981. A videotape of the nuclear debate aired
on the Phil Donahue Show, including local activist Kathy McCaughlin
along with nuclear industry representatives, will be shown. Please plan on
attending this ouarterly meeting - surely you can make )i meetings a year to
show your support for TMIA.
A TMI Advisory Panel Meeting will be held on November 17 at the
Holiday Inn Town (2nd and Chestnut Sts., Hbg.) from 7-10 p.m. The
17 panel will hear prepared presentations by GPU, NRC, and EPA on
clean-up and waste water dumping issues. Public opinion and
questions are welcome, so please plan on attending this important
meeting, as the panel may vote on a recommendation to the NRC.
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These ere the results of the
TMIA Pre-Election Candidate Poll,
in which local candidates were
asked the same Question which we
voted on in the May referendum,

"Do you favor restart of TMI Unit I,
which was not damaged in the March
28, 1979 accident?’

These results were distributed
to the local news media in the hope
that they will help pass this infor-
mation along to the wvoters.

Please note the following:

X No Republicans running for state
office responded to the survey

% Of the 3? resoondents who said
"yes" or "no', 28 said "NO".

X There is a strong sentiment that
‘We, the Peonle™ have a say in
whether TMI should be allowed
to restart.

Items included in the Reason/
comment section are abbreviated from
the candidates’' responses.

Keep this information in mind
when you vote on November 2. Tell
your friends and neighbors. Watch
the election results to see how many
candidates who oppose restart ere
elected. Then keep the pressure on.

At least most of the candidates
seem to realize that the majority of

their constituents have already

voted: NO RESTART OF TMI UNIT 1 1
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from

your DO YOU SENSE THE APPROACH OF TMI RESTART DECISIONS?

ARE YOU WILLING TO SPEAK OUT OR WRITE DOWN HOW YOU FEEL
ABOUT THE ISSUES?

CAN WE, WORKING TOGETHER, STOP THE RESTART OF TMI UNIT 1?

Activity iIs increasing, both in the nuclear industry/regulation
D area, and iIn local activism. There are many important meetings coming
| up, and it is our business to show up. to show that we care.

The referendum was a clear message from the people. We, the
people, must follow up on that victory by actively participating in
the approaching meetings to make visible our opposition to restart.

We can no longer be content with sitting back and letting someone
else carry on. We can not afford to let the NRC think that local
people are not deeply concerned about the issues, or else the power
and influence of the nuclear industry will tip the scales against us.
It iIs at these meetings that vital decisions which will greatly affect
our future safety will be decided.

The decision makers are coming to our public square and it
is here that they must finally realize that WE DONT WANT
TMI RESTARTED.
You must write down your thoughts and feelings. Submit them
to the NRC on November 9; write to the NRC commissioners; use
them to write letters to the editors of local papers.
SPEAK OUT.

it We must: revitalize our own organization; plan and
strategize together; support coalition activities; create
8 strong, united effort to keep TMI closed forever.

This issue is dedicated to inform you of coming events and to
urge your attendance and participation in these activities. Please
send us your can and will do” sheet which was mailed with your last
ALERT. We'd like to develop groups of people willing to work in the

various areas.

Thanks to several folks who contributed informative articles
which will appear in the next issue. Any other articles would be
appreciated. This news letter is your chance to communicate with
and pass information along to others with common interests. A

n



November 9th is only the beginning of citizen input into the NRC
Commissioners®™ decision on reinstatement of GPU"s license to operate TMI.
Starting November 9 and continuing through December 5, the March 28th Co-
alition is coordinating a mass letter-writing campaign concerning this
decision. Please write to each of the five commissioners by name, so that
they will realize that people are affected by their decision. Write to:

Chairman Nunzio J. Palladino
Commissioner Victor Gilinsky

Write tO J Commissioner John F. Ahearne NRC

Commissioner Thomas J. Roberts
Commissioner James K. Asselstine
c/o NRC; Washington D.C. 20555
Beginning December 5th through December 10th, a mass phone-in campaign
iIs planned. Details on the phone-in campaign & other plans will be in the
next issue of TMIAlert.

A Christmas Peace Pilgrimage will be held on Saturday, December 11.
The pilgrimage involves a 10-mile walk from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Walkers
can go the full or any part of the distance. Although the gathering at noon
for the 1 p.m. start will be at the Nazareth Moravian Church on the Center
Square-, walkers will be encouraged to park in Bethlehem and be shuttled to
Nazareth. Speakers are scheduled to address the pilgrims upon their arrival®
in Bethlehem. For further details, contact the TMIA office on Peffer Street.

MEMBERSHIP FORM

NAME
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE
CHECK MEMBERSHIP DESIRED:
$ 5 low income and student $ 50 sustaining member
$15 regular membership $100 patron
$25 non-profit organization $200 club member

$ 5 non-member newsletter subscription

RETURN TO: TMIA
315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102



To Set The Record Straight
a message from We're venting krypton

everyday now...to
prevent overradiation

of TMI workers who
enter the containment
building. There is

NO DANGER to the
public, but
Superman has
been evacuated.
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IF YOUR ADDRESS IS ALMOST UNREADABLE. . .RENEW NOW—
You’re long past due............ Those who can read their
addresses can check their renewal date below* eeccecececs .
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NRC Public Hearings

The NRC's recent visit to the TMI area was marked by afternoon hearings in which
GPU asked to have the deterrents to restart lifted while admitting that even their own
investigation into the cheating on exams was incomplete. Testimony was delivered by
the utility and intervenors on November 9 at the William Penn Museum.

Anti-nuclear messages were delivered loud and clear in the packed auditorium of
the Central Dauphin High School as the NRC held a public hearing. Emotions were strong
on both sides of the issue, but those who opposed restart greatly outnumbered the ones
who favor it, both in the audience and among the speakers. Chairman Jack Minnich was
able to maintain order with a few requests and reminders, but pro-restart messages of
financial gain were often lost in vocal responses from the majority who oppose restart.
Only 9 speakers of 40 heard spoke in favor of restart, and their entire approach was
economic. They were countered by reminders that a "lemon"™ is not a good investment.

WRITE OR CALL THE NRC COMMISSIONERS!! TELL THEM TO KEEP TMI CLOSED!!
REMIND THEM THAT THE VOTERS OF THE TMI AREA ALREADY VOTED — NO RESTART!!!

The NRC plans to decide about lifting the current restraints by December 10. Keep your
eyes and ears open for word of their decision. But write them NOW, call TODAY.

TMIA Membership Meeting

The TMIA General Membership Meeting, held on November 16 at Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament church basement in Harrisburg, began with a viewing of the Phil Donahue show in
which Cathy McCaughin discussed nuclear issues with pro- and anti-nuclear guests. Cathy
informed the gathering that the audience was very emotional and largely against nuclear
power plants. She described heated off-camera exchanges and the distress of the produc-
tion staff at Donahue's reluctance to break for commercials. It was encouraging to learn
of a national feeling of concern about an issue of such local importance.

Planning Council elections were held, in which Charles Leisig, Steve/Suzanne Patton,
Randy Smedley were reelected and Bill Cologie was newly elected. There are still empty
seats on the Planning Council, if anyone would like to volunteer to serve, special elections
may be held. By-law amendments approved by the members included election of planning coun-
cil members by a "plurality’ rather than a "majority"; provision that a shared position on
the planning council be entitled to only one vote at council meetings; and clarification
that officers are to be elected by the planning council members.

Suggestions for further activities included trying to get the county to pass legal
ordinances barring operation of TMI due to psychological stress factors which lie outside
the domain of the NRC; donating anti-nuke books to school or local libraries; and recycling.

Other items of interest include the decision to mail second notices to overdue members;
approval of reimbursement for part of the printing costs related to the NRC hearings' posters
and hats; and an announcement that a direct action would probably be held in front of the
governor's mansion is the NRC approves restart.



TMI Advisory PanelMeeting 2

Quick LookatTMI-2 Clean Up

The GPU report of clean-up operations at TMI Unit Il presented at the
NRC Advisory Panel meeting on November 17 included pictures taken inside the
damaged reactor core by their "Quick Look” operations. This simple diagram
will help to illustrate the information summarized from their report.

In Quick Look 1, cameras were in-
serted at point A. They descended 5’ into
the core (which normally contains IT*" long
fuel rods and control rods) before encoun-
tering a bed of rubble v/ pieces. They were
able to insert a slender probe 11" into the
rubble, but have no idea what lies beneath it.

In Quick Looks 2 and 3, i1t was deter-
mined that larger nieces were settled away
from the center of the core and were piled
higher towards the edges.

Views of the top of the reactor core /
were produced in each operation. Near the In-
center there appear to be gas bubbles. Fur-
ther views revealed damaged fuel assemblies
and control rod guides as well as metal chips
and flakes lodged or plastered to the top.

Their own conclusions were that:

there are segments of control
rods clinging to the top;

there i1s a large void in the
center core region;

there is Ip* bed of loose
material;

there is partial melting of
non-fuel material, but no
evidence of melted fuel.

They were pleased with the results of these Quick Look operations
and considered it a great success because now they have a basis for pro-
ceeding to the next step. In other words, it gives them some information
which will help them to figure out how to find out more information.

GPU also reported that they were successful in removing the loose
radioactive particles, but had no signs of gain in reducing the dosage of
airborne radiation. They are considering the removal of radioactive equip-
ment and mMmaterials, decontaminating these items, or installing a radiation
shield between them and the workers who enter the reactor building.

In response to questions about worse case dosages in Quick Look
workers, GPU reported that they were able to keep the men/rem doses close
to the original estimates by reducing the man-hours because the actual
fields (of radiation) were higher than anticipated,

A series of slides were shown recording the 87" of water that had
been in the basement of the reactor building, now deep sludge with
high gamma radiation as a result of their removal processes. Pictures
of the vessels used to ship the contaminated water were shown, and it was
reported that only 10 of the 50 liners had been shipped because of the
shortage of shipping casks, only | or £ in the country().



Mayor Reed of Middletown, an advisory panel member, questioned the
route used to transport the waste materials away from the plant, as the
Wilson Street bridge over which it travels was recently assessed as need-
ing $1-2 million worth of improvements. He stressed the need to find an

alternate route, possibly over the new airport bridge, by relating that a
few years ago a mailman who was walking over Wilson Street bridge had his

foot go through the cement bridge walkway. He further stated that in 1979
when equipment was brought in to the island, they were not allowed to use
this route for safety reasons. He was told that that route had been chosen
as the result of an NRC study of a few years ago, but that the problem
would be exnlored in the near future. He was assured that overweight trucks
carrying waste from TMI had received the necessary permission.

DER representatives reported that they have installed a remote chart
recorder to monitor the main water leaving TMI. They will start monitoring
krypton in the air a3 soon as they complete remodeling.

DOE representatives gave information about funds for this year and
next year related to TMI clean-up and about waste water. They are asking
to see it any of the water is wanted for research & development projects.

When disposition of waste water was introduced as the second item on
the meeting’s agenda, GPU reported that i1t will not present plans to the NRC
until the summer of 198.3. At least 27 alternatives are being considered, in-
cluding evaporating it, and solidifying and burying it.

Finances play a major part in determining the speed of TMI Unit 11
clean-up. Estimates range from a 5-6 year clean-up if $1.3 billion were
immediately available, to 15-20 years if funding is slow. Plans to spend
from $70-100 million on clean-up over this and next year depend on industry
contributions to reach the higher figure. Ratepayers and restart are
assumed sources of future clean-up funds.

To Set The Record Straight:
a message from

Our "Quick Look"
technicians dis-
covered a 5* void
in the center of
the Unit 11 core...
‘At this point, we
wi3h we could AVOID
Unit 11 altogether.

IHAX/

Xjyrl

(x*U'L.P Nuclearlnk



Radiation & Nnuclear waste

The atom is said to be the smallest component of c-il-u-emlcal elements.
It consists of a central nucleus encircled by electrons (negative charges).
Most of the weight of the atom comes from its nucleus. The nucleus consists
of protons (positive charges) and neutrons (neutral). The atom as a whole,
however, is electrically neutral. The simplest atom is Hydrogen, consisting
of a single electron revolving around a nucleus having one unit of positive
charge. The nucleus of an atom is divisible.

Some atoms have nuclei that are unstable. An unstable nucleus will
decay, which means it "'spits out” nuclear particles and produces a now nucle-
us. The new nucleus is call a daughter nucleus, which may or may not be sta-
ble. This process is spontaneous. IT the daughter nucleus is unstable, the
process will continue until a stable daughter nucleus is produced. This pro-
cess is called a decay or disintegration series. The half-life of an element
is the amount of time it takes for the atoms to undergo radioactive decay.

As the nucleus decays, 1t emits certain rays — Alpha, Beta, and Gamma
Radiation. Alpha Radiation consists of streams of Alpha particles, the most
massive particles emitted by radioactive substances. External Alpha radiation
can be stopped by a piece of paper, however, it can produce a burn on the skin
in intense doses. IT inhaled or swallowed, Alpha particles can greatly damage
the body. Beta Radiation consists of streams of particles, electrons ejected
from a decaying nucleus. Beta particles, much smaller than Alpha particles and
with more penetrating power, can pass through a piece of paper but would be
stopped by a piece of wood. They can penetrate dead outer layers of skin and
cause damage to the skin tissue so that it appears to be burned. If inhaled or
swallowed, they can damage internal organs. Gamma Radiation is high-energy ra-
diation similar to x-rays which does not consist of particles. The daughter
nucleus produced by Alpha or Beta emitters are often in an excited state, a
high state of energy, and in order to become more stable, it can release this
energy in the form of gamma rays. These rays, which must be stopped by thick
concrete or lead, can easily penetrate the human body and cause cellular damage
as they pass through it by transferring all or part of the energy to electrons.

It is important to understand how radiation acts on matter as It passes
through 1t. When an energetic particle, such as an Alpha or Beta particle,
moves through atoms, it interacts with the electrons in the atoms. This action
may be a violent one, and an electron may be excited to a higher state of motion
than it nreviously had. The excited electron may stay within the atom or mole-

cule, or i1t might be ejected. IT it is ejected, it moves on to some other site
and the original atom is said to be ionized. As a charged particle moves iIn sny
medium it creates ion pairs, which cause the biological damage. lons are un-

stable and highly reactive charged particles. Further, these lons can transfer
energy to molecules in living tissues so that the molecules vibrate and separate
to form high-energy, uncharged fragments called free radicals. These are more
damaging than lons and can pull other molecules apart, causing havoc and damag-
ing living cells.

e I N I T ]

This report was compiled by Georgianna Nyce using the following sources:
Chemistry and the Living Organism by Bloomfield; Sourcebook on Atomic Energy
by Glasstone; The Atomic Energy Deskbook by Hogertori; General Chemistry by
Pauling; Our Nuclear Future by Teller and L.atter.



5 There are five types of radioactive wastes produced by nuclear power
lants:

P 1. Low-level waste products, such as discarded equipment, filtering
devices, and used protective clothing which have been contaminated through
exposure to radiation. The utilities are ultimately responsible for its
disposal, although the NRC regulates disposal sites and procedures. Shallow
burial is the method used. There have been accidental radiation releases
due to pecking and shipping problems, but the Department of Energy (DOE) in-
sists that safe technology exists for disposal. The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) was charged in 1970 with developing safe disposal standards, but
their latest estimate for completion of these standards is in 198L|_. Meanwhile
the NRC has issued its own interim standards.

A 1960 law makes each state responsible for providing its own
low-level waste disposal sites by 1986, unless it joins together with neigh-
boring states to develop regional facilities. For example, Pennsylvania may
agree to take low-level waste products from other states in exchange for a
fee or for other waste disposal arrangements; Pa. is presently negotiating
with neighboring states.

2. Mill tailings, residual by-products from the refinement of uranium,
were not recognized as hazardous until the early 1970's. In 1978, Congress
required the EPA to develop standards for controlling and stabilizing mill
tailings. EPA has not acted, so once again the NRC issued its own interim
standards. The NRC's authority to issue these standards is under attack by
the American Mining Congress.

3. Spent fuel, used reactor fuel which may be reprocessed to recover
uranium and weapons-grade plutonium, is sometimes disposed of as waste.

U. High-level waste is produced by reprocessing spent fuel. Spent
fuel and high-level waste are extremely toxic and will remain so for hundreds
of thousands of years. The General Accounting Office (GAO) says: "Currently,
no man-made barrier can be constructed which will guarantee isolation of spent
fuel for the life of its toxXicity... existing disposal technology requires al-
most complete reliance on the geological features of the site to contain the
waste"(emphasis added). In spite of this, DO# sees_the principal problem as
"gaining public and political acceptance...”

Transportation of these materials is a problem because of a
shortage of shipping casks, railroad requirements for dedicated trains, and
state and local restrictions. (See NRC Advisory Panel report in this issue.)

5. Transuranic wastes are man-made elements with half-lives of thou-
sands of years. Commercial reactors have produced small quantities, but much
more will result from reprocessing and decommissioning operations. Presently
most transuranics come from weapons programs. Until 1970, transuranics were
buried with low-level wastes. When they began to leach out and threaten the
water table, the government required that they be disposed of in the same
manner that high-level wastes are handled (whatever that may turn out to be).

The DOE, responsible for transuranic wastes from the weapons
programs, will not accept any from commercial sources. The utilities store
it on-site, and some utilities who would like to get out of the nuclear busi-
ness cannot do so until they have gotten rid of this waste.

This only addresses nuclear waste produced by commercial power plants.
The problems attributable to weapons and research programs have been mention-
ed only briefly, as little public information is available in this area.
HHTAMUTTRET I HHTI i Hni

This report was compiled by Paul Lujanec from "Nuclear and Coal Waste
Disposal Hampered by Legal, Regulatory, and Technical Uncertainties”, GAO re-
port EMD-82-63, May U, 1982. GAO reports are available free from: U.S.GAO,
P.O. Box 601#, Gaithersburg, MD, 20760. £sk to get on their mailing list,
and you'll get a monthly catalog of new reports.



For three years the five men
who run the NRC have been sit-
ting on the fence about the restart
of TMI-1. Now they are about to
jump off. By December 10 the five
NRC Commissioners will decide
whether to give the license back
to TMI-1. If you want TMI to stay
closed, if you voted against the
restart last May-then call or write

You can call the five NRC Com-

missioners at these numbers:

Nunzio Palladino,
Chairman

John Ahearne

James Asselstine

Victor Gilinsky 202-634-1461

Thomas Roberts 202-634-1459

You can write the Commissioners

at this address:

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission

Washington, DC 20555

202-634-1481
202-634-3323
202-634-3308

DEMONSTRATION!!
at. the NRC

1717 H St. NW
Washington D.C.

DECEMBER 10th
9 am.

KEEP ALERT for
news of local
activities on
DECEMBER 10th!

There wvill be a

LAST RESORT
meeting on

JANUARY 9th,'83.

Contact Randy

King, 233-2207,
for details.

IF YOUR ADDRESS IS ALMOST UNREADABLE...RENEW NOW--
You're long past due............ Those who can read their
addresses can check their renewal date below* eseeececess .
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