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NRC choice Is basic:

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Even for an
attorney well aware that the
Three Mile Island Unit | restart is
the-most complex case the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission has han-
dled, the choice before the com-
missioners Is a relatively simple
one.

As Martin G. Malsch. NRC
deputy general counsel, put it to
the commissioners last week. "We
do have competing values.”

Does the commission want to
satisfy the need to hold further
hearings in the interest of the pub-
lic health and safety. Malsch
asked, or does the commission
want to satisfy the need to make a
decision more than five years In
the making?

ON THE FIRST point. Sen. Ar-
len Specter. R-Pa. wrote to the
NRC last week that “the NRC sim-
ply must not make a restart deci-
sion until all safety and manage-
ment integrity Issues have been
conclusively resolved.”

On the second point. GPU Nu-
clear President Philip R. Clark has
said. "It would be unnecessary and
unfair to continue to defer... The
lengthy time which has passed has
Seen new issues arise. This is not
unique to TMI. Additional ques-
tions and issues are always being
raised and addressed at every nu-
clear plant.”

On Wednesday, at a meeting
that had been expected by some to
be crucial to electricity ever again
flowing from the Unit | reactor in
Londonderry Twp,, near Middle-
town. Pa. five divided commis-
sioners resolved nothing.

"I CAN SEE we're not as of one
mind." observed the TMI-weary
NRC chairman, Nunzio Palladino.

Palladino asked his colleagues

NRC * James Asselstine
Wants broader hearings

to be ready to discuss In two
weeks the need for further hear-
ings on the management Integrity
of GPU Nuclear before a restart
vote. Beyond integrity issues, the
NRC staff has said virtually all of
the hardware safety changes rec-
ommended in the 1979 shutdown
order on Unit | have been made by
GPU Nuclear. If the latest repairs
on steam generators at Unit | meet
with NRC staff approval, the plant
will be physically ready In March.
GPU officials have said.

But from everything that can
be drawn from the public record,
the NRC is still months away from
a final decision. Here Is why:

COMMISSIONER Lando W.
Zech, who was most vocal at the
meeting Wednesday about reach-
ing a prompt decision, said he
didn't want to vote on the Unit |
restart untii an NRC licensing
board ended hearings on the ade-
quacy of operator training at Unit
1. (The hearings ended Friday).

Sen. Arlen Specter
’Management integrity”

Asked after the meeting for
clarification. Zech said he meant a
restart vote should await the deci-
sion of the licensing board on
training. Attorneys for two parties
to the case said Friday they don't
expect the board to rule until
March at the earliest.

By that time the commission-
ers should also have a board deci-
sion on the so-called [Herman]
Dleckamp-Mallgram issue. In
which the veracity of the General
Public Utilities Corp, president and
other utility officials was ques-
tioned at the time of the Unit 2
accident in 1979.

FOUR OF THE commissioners
also said they want to see a final
set of hearings held on the 1978-79
cooling water leak rate falsifica-
tion at Unit 2. for which Metropol-
itan Edison Co. already has been
convicted on one count of criminal
misconduct.

Attorneys participating In that
set of hearings have yet to start

NRC might have lied about Three

By Susan Filz<i< raid
and Jini Detjen

The U.S Justice Department has
told Congress that it is investigating
whether any Nuclear Regulatory
Commission official lied about an
inquiry inlolhc falsification ot safe-
ty records at the Thru Mile Island
nuclear station

Ilhe department said in ; letter
that it believed such a misstan niviit
was made io Justice officials and tn a

congressional committee, and added
that the action could amount to

prosecutable criminal misconduct”

Victoria Toensing. deputy assistant
attorney general, disclosed the mat-
ter in a letter to U.S. Rep. Morris
Udall (D., Ariz.) earlier this month

A Justice Department spokesman
declined to say yesterday whether
the department’s investigation was
part of acontinuing probe by a feder-
al grand jury meeting in the District
of Columnia. Federal sources said
the grand jury was examining

whether NRC employees engaged in
criminal conduct during agency in-
vestigations of TMI and the William
H. Zimmer nuclear plant near Cin-
cinnati.

In the letter to Udall — who is
chairman of the House Committee on
Interior and Insular Affairs, which
has jurisdiction over the NRC —
Toensing slated that the Justice De-
partment had gathered information
leading it to believe that it was "mis-
led by the NRC" at an August 198.1
meeting and that “erroneous infor-
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Isfv caution or weariness

Rep. George W. Geka*
Wishes NRC "bon voyage”

"discovery." the process by which
attorneys on all sides ask questions
of witnesses and each other. Dis-
covery could take two months or
more, the attorneys said. Hearings
and a decision might take until laic
summer, they said.

There are two points of dispute
affecting the date of a restart vote.

FIRST, PALLADINO and Zech
want the hearings narrowly
focused and therefore brief. They
Intend to follow roughly the NRC
general counsel office’s advice to
consider only the “"segregation”
from Unit | any operators who
were Involved in falsifying leak
rate records at Unit 2 six years
ago.

Commissioner James Assel-
stine wants the leak rate hearings
to be much broader, to take more
time.

"It’s not just which Individuals
participated in and knew of" the
rigging of leak rate records. Assel-
stine said, "it also should be to

Mile Island

mation” may thus have been passed
on to Congress.

Discussions at that meeting cen-
tered on whether the NRC knew in
1981 that it could go ahead with an
investigation into allegations of falsi-
fied records at TMI despite a crimi-
nal investigation of the same allega-
tions by the Justice Department

The NRC has maintained trial it
was unaware, because of a mix-up in
communications, that It could pur-
sue its own investigation The Jus-
tice Department has said it told the

NRC * Nunzio Palladino
"We're not of one mind”

what extent management was re-
sponsible” for breaking the law.
Commissioner Frederick Bernthal
didn't commit himself along those
lines, but said he would take a
liberal point of view on added
hearings."

SECOND, WHILE the commls-
aioners seem ready io await an op-
erator training decision from the
licensing board, they said nothing
about waiting for the leak rate
hearings and decision. NRC attor-
neys have said it would be legal to
forgo any further hearings and
vote on the restart, precisely what
Specter and dozens of other Penn-
sylvania officeholders have coun-
seled against.

(A majority of commissioners
have pledged publicly to factor the
criminal conviction of Metropoli-
tan Edison. GPU Nuclear's prede-
cessor operating company. Into the
restart decision. But anti-restart
Intervenors want to get as much of
the grand jury evidence on the

Friday. Jan. 18, 1985

GPU™ Herman Dieckamp
The Mailgrom issue

public record as they can — par-
ticularly evidence bearing on how
high in tin chum of command leak
rate rigging approval went )

So. barring unforeseen new de-
velopments that have become
commonplace at TMI, or radical
changes of mind by the commis-
sion. the restart vote could occur
us early as March or as late as sum-
mer

U.S. REP. GEORGEW. Gckas,
R-Harrishurg. was the only mem-
ber of the audience at Wednes-
day's indecisive meeting who was
allowed to speak. Once he learned
there would be no restart vote and
TMI issues would only be re-
viewed. Gekas was relieved.

"We wish you bon voyage in
Ihe.se proceedings."” Gekas said —
meaning farewell, have a good trip
and a happv return.

The NRC started the restart
decision voyage more than five
years ago. has had a rough trip and
has yet to return.

The Philadelphia Inquirer

probe, Congress is told

NRC that it could proceed with an
inquiry.

The allegations of falsified records
were made by Harold Hartman, a
former TMI control-room operator.
He told NRC investigators in May
1979 that TMI employees routinely
falsified and destroyed records on
whether excessive water was leaking
from the Unit 2 reactor's cooling
system In the months before the
March 28. 1979. accident.

Metropolitan Edison Co., which op-
erated TMI at the time of the acci-

dent, pleaded guilty or no contest in
February to seven counts of an 11-
count indictment stemming from
those allegations.

In a separate matter, an NRC
spokesman said the agency's Office
of Investigations was conducting an-
other probe into the use of a massive
crane in the cleanup of the TMI Unit
2 reactor. Three TMI engineers al-
leged In 1983 that safety reviews
were being short-circuited in the re-
pair of the crane.

Broad-based opposition to Unit 1 restart is building

By MICK ROOD
Washington Buna

WASHINGTON — Opposition
from a broad political spectrum
began building again yesterday In
anticipation of a decision to restart
the dormant Three Mlle Island
Unit | nuclear plant

Anti-nuclear activists held a
news conference here at which
they speculated the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission was about to
announce a TMI-Unit | restart vot-
ing date. They also speculated that
GPU Nuclear’s operating license
would be approved on that date.

The NRC is scheduled to meet
publicly at 2 p.m. tomorrow to de-
cide whether further hearings and
recommendations on GPU Nuclear
management integrity are neces-
sary before a restart decision.
Anti-nuclear activists believe the
hearings will be ignored In favor
of a decision — perhaps yet this

month. L.
"Suddenly, they don't feel
hearings are necessary, and they
can go ahead and turn this thing
on," said Lanny Sinkin. director of
the Nuclear information and Re-
search Service of Washington.

The licensing board now meet-
ing in Harrisburg was ordered to
convene last year when an NRC
appeals board decided that import-
ant management integrity evi-
dence had not previously been con-

sidered to the 5-year-old restart
proceeding. The new board has
finished hearings on allegations
the utility didn’t pass on crucial
TMI-Unit 2 accident date in 1979
and is expected to finish bearings
on GPU Nuclear’s training pro-
gram, but has yet to start hearings
on water-ieak-rate alterations at
both TMI units.

"Restarting the plant would
make the hearings useless," said

attorney Joanne Dorosbow, who
along with attorney Lynne Berna-
be! represented TMI Alert Inc., an
intervenor group opposing the re-
start

Their view appeared to dove-
tail in the TMI context with those
of Republican Gov. Dick Thorn-
burgh and U.S. Rep. George
Gekas, R-Harrisburg, whose dis-
trict includes the Londonderry
Twp. home of TMI.

A spokesman for the governor
confirmed yesterday that Thorn-
burgh is not satisfied that a fix-
point list of safety assurances he
announced last Aug. 15 as being
necessary had been met. The
points included assurance of TMI-
Unit 2 funding and completed
bearings on Unit 2 accident com-
munications, training and leak-
rate allegations.

Thornburgh spokesman Ro-

land Page said progress has been
made on cleanup funding, primari-
ly because of the utility Industry’s
first of six annual payments of $25
million toward the cleanup.

“We still don’'t have assurances
the commitment will be fully hon-
ored," Page said.

Gekas’said, “I cannot visualize
they’re making such an egregious
error” by considering restart prior

Express feeliqgs to NRC, midstaters urged

By FRANK LYNCH
Staff Writer

With a vote on the proposed
restart of Three Mile Island's Unit
| looming on the horizon, local of-
ficials yesterday urged midstaters
to express their feelings on the
matter to the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

“If there is anytime a voice
from citizens will be effectively
beard, it will be now,” said Dau-
phin County Commissioner Larry
Hochendoner, who held a noon
press conference in the court-
house.

The five NRC commissioners
may decide this week whether
they will vote on the restart of
TMI Unit I. which was undam-
aged by the 1979 accident at the

IstoulL NRC sources have said the
commissioners have slated two
other meetings for the end of this
month and a restart vote could be
taken then.

Also attending the press con-
ference yesterday were Dauphin
County Commissioners John E.
Mimiicb and Norman P. Hetrick,
state Rep. Peter Wambach Jr., D-

nd a representative

John Shumaker, R-
Grantvllle. Hochendoner said
Copnty Commissioners March
Myers of Cumberland County and
Brad Fisher of Lancaster County,
and Harrisburg Mayor Stephen R.
Reed, did not attend although they
supported a statement Hochendon-
er read.

“We are united in our insis-

tence that the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission make the decision
that our community wants it to
make. By referendum, by editorial,
by common conversation, we have
made it clear that we do not want
TMI Unit 1| to be restarted,”
Hochendoner said.

He said “it appears likely” that
the NRC will makes its final deci-
sion within the next two weeks.

Wambach said all safety issues
concerning the island should be
addressed, “then they can make a
decision-**

The Atomic Safety and Licens-
ing Board is currently hearing tes-
timony on testing and training
practices by General Public Utili-
ties, the operator of TMI. Those
hearings are being held at the Uni-

versity Center at Harrisburg.
North Front Street.

In a related matter, Minnich
said the county yesterday received
a check for >95,356.80 from the
Pennsylvania Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. The check, the first
of four installments that will bring
the county $350,000 in the next
two years, will be used to improve
the county’s ability to respond to
emergency situations at TMI, Min-
nich said.

Dauphin Is one of 12 county
governments to share in the $1
million fund, provided by tne oper-
ators of TMI and administered by
PEMA under a federal court order.
Minnich said municipalities will
receive fads from the portion al-
lotted to “Hhin County.

to the hearings* end. The congress-
man plans to deliver another letter
to the commission today convey-
ing that sentiment.

Anti-nuclear groups plan to
keep the publicity beat on this
week.

TMI-Unit | restart intervenors
Norman and Majorie Aamodt of
Coatesville, Pa., have scheduled a
news conference today at which
they are expected to accuse the
NRC of a “coverup” in withhold-
ing evidence of severe health Ef-
fects from the Unit 2 accident in
1979.

The Aamodts drew an angry
denial from NRC Chairman Nun-
zio Palladino with similar charges
before. But Francine Taylor, who
helped Aamodts with an Informal
health survey in 1984, claims there
is new evidence to support their
claims.

After the NRC meeting tomor-
row, the Union of Concerned Sci-
entists, another intervenor In the
TMI case, will release a critique
Thursday of the NRC's perform-
ance on the agency’s 10th anniver-
sary. The review Is expected to In-
clude severe criticism of the
commission's handling of the TMI
restart proceeding.



flUjt turning Neuis,

Judge OKs $3.9 million for TMI suits

By MARY WARNER
Staff Writer

A Dauphin County Court judge
has approved more than $3.9 mil-
lion in settlements of injury claims
resulting from the 1979 accident at
Three Mile Island.

The largest — In a claim filed
for a Down's syndrome child —
was for $1,095,000.

The settlements, all reached
out of court, had to be approved by
a judge because they involved
claims on behalf of children or of
the estates of adults who have died
since the accident.

A statement Issued yesterday
by the insurance companies repre-
senting the nuclear plant's opera-
tors indicated the claims were
being settled without regard to the
evidence, strictly to avoid the ex-
pense of trials.

“These settlements represent
an economic decision arrived at by
the insurance companies and do
not constitute an admission of lia-
bility by the companies involved,
General Public Utilities Corp, and
Metropolitan Edison Co.," the
statement said.

“In exchange for payments to
the claimants by the insurance
companies, all of the defendants in
the settled cases are being given
general releases from claims of lia-
bility."

It could not be learned how
much money was involved in the
settlements that did not require
court approval Plaintiffs and de-
fendants have agreed not to d's-
cuss the settlements, the statement
said.

In all, the statement said, “the
great majority of 300 personal in-
jury claims" were being settled out
of court.

Doug Bedell, a spokesman for
TMI operator GPU Nuclear Corp,
released the statement. He had no
other comment.

The settlements approved by
Judge William W. Llpsitt closed
claims by 70 children and three es-
tates.

A group of 19 settlements ap-
proved yesterday included
$855,000 for Gabriella Eisen of
Harrisburg, an infant born since
the accident who suffered cerebral
palsy, and $1,095,000 for 5-year-

* old Bradley R. Baker of New Cum-
berland. a Down’s syndrome child.
Court documents said Bradley,
bom just over.nine months after
the accident, suffered the disorder,
which Inctytfeamental retardation.

His parents Blaine and De-
borah Baker were among 62 plain-
tiffs in a 1981 suit that sought
damages for injuries allegedly
linked to the March 28, 1979, acci-

dent at the Londonderry Twp. nu-
clear plant.

The suit said the plaintiffs
““most probably came into physical
contact with some radioactive
debris,” sfrhich "was dispersed
throughout a large area.”

Defendants in the suit were
General Public Utilities Corp.; its
subsidiaries. Metropolitan Edison
Co., Jersey Central Power & Light

cox and its parent company J. Ray
McDermott & Co.; and engineer
Burns i Roe.

"Based on the extreme difficul-
ty In establishing the connection
between low level radiation and
Bradley's illnesses, the petitioners
MHeve the offer of settlement is
Ulr and equitable,” plaintififs at-
torney Lee Schwal8 said In his
petition seeking Lfpaftt's approval
of the $1,095,000 settlement

The Bakers also entered a
claim for their daughter Jennifer,
now 6. for physical damage and
emotional and mental suffering.
The settlement in her case was
$28,500.

The settlements approved by
Llpsitt were in two groups. One
group, approved yesterday, includ-
ed 19 settlements totalling $3.3
million.

One-third of the money will go
for contingency fees for the law
firms of Hepford. Schwartz,
Menaker & Morgan and Levin &
Fishbein and. In some cases, attor-
ney Richard Jameson and the firm
Friedman and Friedman.

It was not always clear from
court documents whether the ad-
dresses listed for the plaintiffs
were for the time of the accident,
the time of the suit or now.

Besides the Baker and Eisen
cases, the settlements yesterday
.were:

Another group of settlements,
approved Jan. 25, were presented
to the court by the Pittsburgh law
firm of Trasi, Tighe, Tierney and
Johnson, which will receive ‘40
percent contingency fees.

Each petition said the parents
of the children Involved had en-
gaged the firm “with respect to
possible emotional and other Inju-
ries" resulting from the accident.
;-'None of the children had
“provable" physical injuries or
emotional Injuries that required
medical treatment, the petitions
said.

Therefore, the petitions said,
the plaintiffs’ attorneys found the
Offered settlement to be a “fair and
reasonable" compromise.

Receiving $10,000 apiece
through those settlements were;

$47,500 for Maryella Durborow. 17, daughter

Co., and Pennsylvania Electric Co.;
plant designer Babcock and Wil-

See TMI — Page A8

TMI cancer-link
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study requested

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Study of a
controversial survey concerning
abnormally high cancer deaths in
an area west of the Three Mile Is-
land accident site will be proposed
by a TMI watchdog group.

David Berger, an attorney rep-
resenting the Three Mile Island
Public Health Fund, yesterday said
the fund will propose the thorough
epidemiological study soon.

Berger said results of the can-
cer survey, directed by Norman
and Marjorie Aamodt of Coates-
ville, Pa., "must be taken serious-
iy

The Aamodts, who are legally
recognized intervenors in the TMI
Unit | restart case, say cancer
deaths in three small, unspecified
areas in York County were seven
times higher than would have been
normal in 19KO-X4.

The health fund was created to
study TMI Unit 2 accident dose as-
sessments with $5 million out of a
$25 million settlement of a class-
action lawsuit brought after the
TMI accident in 1979.

U.S. District Court Judge Syl-
via Rambo must approve use of the
funds once the study is proposed,
probably within three months.
Berger said.

The Aamodts repeated their
survey conclusions at a news con-
ference yesterday on the eve of a
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
meeting at which a final vote on

The Aamodts have refused to
divulge precise details of their
study, which was conducted by
volunteer area residents in order to
protect the privacy of those sur-
veyed. But the Aamodts did release
survey data to Pennsylvania
Health Department officials in late
December.

Also yesterday, the Aamodts
asked the NRC io reconsider a
motion to conduct an epidemiolog-
ical study In the area and hold
health-effects hearings before any
Unit | restart vote.

The NRC. voting 3-2, denied a
similar motion in December, con-
tending the Aamodts had not pre-
sented sufficient reliable informs-

Unit | restart will be discussed. An
actual vote on the nearly 6-year-
old question is not expected.

The session, here at 2 p.m. to-
day, is expected to be crowded
with TMI area residents, nuclear
industry representatives, anti-nu-
clear activists, public officials and
the media.

In saying the TMI Public
Health Fund wanted to conduct a
more scientific survey. Berger said
it would appear the death rate
findings are "in excess of observed
cancer deaths from what one
would expect.”

In a telephone interview from
his Philadelphia office. Berger cau-
tioned that there has been no
showing that the deaths are relat-
ed lo the Unit 2 accident, plant op-
eration on the island, "or anything
else "

“"Unless you do a careful epi-
demiological study, you can't
make statements.” Berger said.

Accompanied at the news con-
ference by three TMIl-area mem-
bers of Concerned Citizens of TMI
— Francine A. Taylor. Mary S. Os-
born and Jeffrey H. Newman —
the Aamodts fielded questions
’rom skeptical reporters demand-
ing hard evidence.

Marjorie Aamodt said they
have death certificates of 19 of 20
people who died of cancer in the

of William and Catherine Durborow. claiming
physical damage and emoUoaal pain.

$47,500 for Rennie Crossman. 16. child of
Kenneth and Barbara Crossman of Richmond,
Va.. claiming physical and genetic damage.

$264,000 for the estate of Joseph Dowden,
who died of cancer at age 53 in September 1981.
The address of the executor of the estate was
Glen Cove. N.Y.

$116.500 for the estate of Evelyn Gordon of
Harrisburg, who died or a heart attack In Novem-
ber 1980 at the age of 64.

$170,000 for the estate of Gilbert Monnell of
Harrisburg, who died of a heart attack at the age
of 66 In 1979.

$123.500 tor the estate of Carl Here. who died
of a heart attack last year at age 56.

$415,000 for Samantha Ylengst, 5. daughter
of Richard and Kathleen Ylengst of Duncannon,
claiming congenital heart defects and other physi-
cal and genetic damage.

$9,500 lor Jennifer L. Ylengst. 7, also the
daughter of Richard and Kathleen Ylengst. claim-
ing emotional trauma and physical and genetic
damages.

$ 15,200 for Stacey Schuchman, 5. daughter of
Donald and Judith Schuchman of York Haven,
claiming emotional trauma and physical and

genetic damage.

$5,700 tor Greg M. Schasse. 5. son of Terryl
Schasse of Salem, Ore., claiming emotional trau-
ma and physical and genetic damage.

$19,000 for Barbara Martin, 13. daughter of
Robert and Marie Martin of Etters, cialmlngemo-
tional trauma and physical and genetic damage.

$20,900 for Elizabeth Maletestinlc. 15. daugh-
ter of Mark and Kathleen Malestestinlc of Steel-
ton. claiming emotional trauma and physical and
genetic damage.

$15.200 for Matthew Malestestfale. 9. also son
of Mark and Kathleen Malestestinlc. claiming
emotional trauma and physical and genetic dam-

age.
N $ 15,200 for Charles Malestestinic, 17, also son
of Mark and Kathleen Malestestinic. claiming
emotional trauma and physical and genetic dam-
age.
$9,500 for Kelly E. Hare. 14, daughter of Ellen
Hare of Penprook, claiming emotional traumaand
physical and genetic damage.
$9,500 for Joshua Chubb. 9, son of Julia
Chubb of Middletown, claiming emotional trauma
and physical and genetic damage.

TMI pollution

EDITOR:

three York County areas west of
TMI Unit 2 during 1980-84. Ac-
cording to the Aamodts' calcula-
tions. three cancer deaths might
usually be expected in those areas.
As they have before, she and
her husband implied strongly that
the higher-lhan-normal cancer
mortality rate was attributable to
large radioactive releases during
the Unit 2 accident in March 1979.
However, later in the news
conference, Norman Aamodt con-
ceded: "We can't prove a lol of
stuff [radiationj got out of TMI."

tion to refute previous studies that
found negligible health effects
from the Unit 2 accident.

The NRC based its rejection of
the Aamodts’ motion on a U.S.
Centers for Disease Control re-
view of the couple's survey. CDC
concluded the Aamodt study,
lacked “convincing evidence.”

The Aamodts fired back yes-
terday, 6aylhg the NRC staff delib-
erately had altered their survey re-
port before sending It to CDC

The Aamodts asked the Justice
Department to Investigate tor 1
criminal misconduct. Pages w®r<| *
omitted from the survey report.1
and in one section, language was 1
altered, they charged. 1

An NRC spokesman yesterday
responded on behalf of Dr. Wil-
liam A. Mills, who as chief of the
agency's Health Effects Bureau,
was the principal staff member
dealing with the CDC.

According to Mills, the copy of
the Aamodts~study did have miss-
ing pages because of a photocopy-
ing error. Mills said he was una-
ware any language was altered,
the spokesman said.

In addition, Mills knew, as the
Aamodts also have said, that the
Pennsylvania Health Department
.bad forwarded a complete copy of
the report and therefore decided
nothing else needed to be done
about it. the spokesman said.

»

WHEN TMI reared it's ugly
head people in Central Pennsyl-
vania and over the world as we
know it, learned of the realities
of that plant situated in our
midst. It was not born of love,
respect and clarity; it was
conceived in greed, chaos and
the air of a slow death. Further-
more the prospect of sudden
death looms over us minute by
minute.

We the people in this area
voted no in what was termed a
“non-binding referendum.” |
ask. is th~filth we breathe from
that place, is the cancer eating
our neighbors alive. Is the death
that has already claimed friends
and loved ones through grotty
cancer "non-binding?"

| for one am weary of saying
no over and over and over and
over. My children understand no
when they hear or read it. It is,
therefore, difficult for me to un-
derstand why the word of the
people is non-binding while
profit mongers and death bro-
kers are free to piay at “caring”
whether we the people matter.
We answered no — why does It
(the question) keep popping up?
I now want to ask a ques-
tion: What dees TMI have to do
with love?
—India Garrett,
Harrisburg

i . Joseph Moody, 7, and Christine Moody,

children of James and Kathleen Moody <
' Dillsburg. 1

| ** Craig Beible. 13, and Melissa Beible, 8, chi

4ren of Paul and Wendy Beible of York Haven.

, i Nathan Bare, 11, and Natalie Bare, 9. chttdrt
*; of Terry Bare of Columbia.

Michael Halterman Jr., 16, and Paul Hake;
man. 14, sons of Michael Halterman of Moui
Joy. .S

Jennifer Petrone and Jessica Petrone <
Dillsburg, daughters of Roger Petrone ¢
pillsburg.

Lisa H. Brody. IS. and Amy Brody. 13, ¢
Tampa. Fla.

Joseph Geltz Jr., 9, son of Joseph and Maryio
Geltz of Columbia

Ruth Hoover. 16, Joy Hoover, IS and Lama
Hoover. 14. of Columbia.

Gerard W. Ingold, 8, son of Gerard and Donn
Ingold of Verona.

James R. Klinedinst Jr., son of James R. an
Carla Klinedinst of York Haven.

Gina Metzgar. 16, daughter of Lewis and Sail
Metzgar of Mount Joy.

Elizabeth Ropka. 17. Thomas Ropka. 12, ar
Richard Ropka. 6. children of Richard V. a
Ronnie Ropka of Bainbridge.

Edrige Sard!. 14, and Marco Sardi, <4, c
dren of Marchlllo and Donna Sardi of (otumbii

John T. Melson. 17, and Melissa Melson. |
children of Sharon Wettrau of Columbia.

Nicole Glenny. 16. Lee Glenny. 14, and Lor
Glenny, 7, children of William and Connie Glenn."
of York Springs.

Angela Lovell. 9, and Adam Lovell, 14, ctyl
dren of Duane and Cindy Lovell of Lewisburg.

Paul Fletcher, IS. children of Marling ant
Louise Fletcher.

Sandeep Thakrar, 15, and Monica Thakrar
10. children of Avil and Neema Thakrar of Cam|
Hill

Andrea Brptic, 7, and Kelly Bratlc, 5.. childrev
of Kathleen Bratic of Grantham.

Marc Worona, 17. and Stephanie Worona. 14
children of Valentin and Lesia Worona of Harris
burg.

Robert S. Aquino, 17. and Deborah Aquino
14. children of Edward and Peggy Aquino of York
Haven.

Dean Lauahmaa, 4 3. Dayne Laughman. 7, and
Donald Laugmnan, S. children of Craig and Joan
Laughman

Michelle Davis. 12, daughter of Barbara Cet-
era of Dover.

Jason Minnich, 15. and MichAel Minnich. 17.
sons of Howard and Vickie Minnich of Etiers.

Nicole Linsey, 13. and Jill Linsey. 8, daughters
of Dennis and Rosemary Linsey of Tampa. Fla.

The remaining settlements were:

$21,700 for Amy Shoop. 6. daughter of Ed-
ward and Sydney Shoop of Bainbridge

S42.00Q apiece for Robert Thomas Jr.. 13,
Mathew Thomas. 12. and Deanna Thomas. 10.
children of Robert and Mary Thomas of Lemoyne

$24,000 apiece for James Hartsfield Jr . 17,
and Robert Hartsfield. 14, sons of James and Ma-
rion'UarlcfloM a( Dunn M r
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Couple ioav -"
round in bid
for TMI data

Attociatvd Areti

State Attorney General LeRoy
S. Zimmerman's office said yester-
day that It has no jurisdiction to
help a husband and wife team pry
information out of the Health De-
partment on health studies done
after the accident at the Three
Mile Island nuclear plant.

In a letter,
Zimmerman told
Norman and Ma-
jorie Aamodt of
Coatesville. Ches-
ter County, that
they must take
their case to court.

The Aamodts
want raw data col-
lected on pregnan-

Aamodt cy outcomes and a
rise in hypothyroidism in Lancas-
ter County after the March 1979
accident, worst ever at a U.S. com-
mercial nuclear plant. They argue
the data is public under the Free-
dom of Information Act.

They contend the Health De-
partment's studies were unscien-
tific and they want the Informa-
tion to convince the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission to open a
new health-related inquiry on
whether TMI Unit | should be al-
lowed to restart. Unit 1 was shut
down for refueling when the acci-
dent happened at Unit 2.

The Aamodits are officially rec-
ognized participants in the ongo-
ing restart hearings held by the
Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board.

Dr. George Tokuhata. the
Health Department's chief
epedemiologist who headed the
studies, said he could find no links
between the accident and adverse
pregnancy outcomes or the hy-
pothroidism cases.

He has refused to give the
Aamodt s the raw data, citing con-
fidentiality rules and continuing
department work on the data.

The Aamodts were not at home
when a reporter called yesterday.

2



More work on TMI issue lies ahead
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Waitress took on tough competition in hearings

By PETER KELLEY
Staff Writer

Louie Bradford says she found
the competition tough in the Three
Mile Island hearings that ended
Friday at University Center at
Harristurg

As the lone representative
there of the TMI Alert watchdog
group she faced lawyers for GPU
Nudtar Corp., the plant operators,
and tie Nuclear Regulatory Com-
misson — women equipped with
law degrees from Duke and Col-
umkia.

Bradford, an emigre from Lon-
doi. England, at age 21, had
dropped out of school at 13.

WHILE HER OPPONENTS
headed for suburban motel rooms
at the close of a long day of hear-
ings. she went to work waitress-
ng at a downtown diner. The
Spot.

The attorneys, both from
Washington, had direct access to
NRC records and staff. She did her
research across the street from the
diner, poring over copied docu-
ments in a windowless room in the
Dauphin Building.

Her next assignment, now that
the latest round of hearings is
over: a month of intense work on
proposed findings for the Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board.

At issue is whether incidents of
cheating on tests by reactor opera-
tors casts doubt on GPU Nuclear's
training practices and their ability
to run the plant safely.

THE BOARD'S ultimate find-
ing is expected to bear on the
NRC’s pending decision on
whether to allow TMI Unit | to
restart.

Bradford said it was coinci-
dence that made her the "lightning
rod" for anti-TMI activists.

Now 44, she said that until the
1979 accident at TMI Unit 2, "Nu-
clear power appeared to me to be a
very middle-class issue, and 1
wasn’'t middle-class.”

Among the plant’s early oppo-
nents were some who worried as
much about how It would affect
their property values as whether it
was safe Bradford, a single parent
with three children, was more in-
terested in women's issues and
low-income housing.

SHE FIRST LEARNED of the
accident at work, In the office of a
fair housing council that shared Its
telephone with TMI Alert. She said
she soon decided, "What good is it
if you have housing if it's in an
unsafe area?”

By 1981, she was sitting in on
NRC hearings and boning up on
reactor steam tube generators, me-
tallurgy, and operator training and
testing.

Since then, with help from
other volunteers and Joanne
Doroshow. a sympathetic Wash-
ington attorney. Bradford said she
feels like she's been "holding my
finger in the dike” during the often
highly technical hearings.

She said in earlier hearings on
operator cheating on licensing ex-
ams. Chief Judge Gary Milltollin
helped her develop a complete
record for the NRC. "I was not
constantly cut off* on legal fine
points, she said.

IN THE LATEST hearings. It
was different; she said the chief
judge, Ilvan W. Smith, "emasculat-
ed my case" and tried to force her
to combine her efforts with the
Union of Concerned Scientists,
which was represented by an at-
torney.

She said Smith criticized her
for missing a deadline last fall for
submitting a list of the documents
she would use in her case. When
she tried to introduce the docu-
ments while cross-examining wit-
nesses. she complained that he
struck many from the record.

Bradford blamed the tight
scheduling of recent hearings for
giving her little time to meet the
deadline. As for combining her

case, she maintained that employ-
ee morale at the plants was a key
issue and one the UCS had not ad-
dressed

AS THE HEARINGS went into
their second month, she said,
Smith lost his temper with her on
numerous pccaslons. "He
screamed at me," she said, "rant-
ing and raving" until the other two
judges stopped him.

Near the end of the hearings.
TMI Alert joined Gov. Dick Thorn-
burgh and the Union of Concerned
Scientists in calling for the chief

Rep. Smith renews UtlHck

judge to disqualify himself.

In their formal motions, they
charged that Smith showed bias
by urging another federal judge to
give a light sentence to a former
reactor operator who cheated on
relicensing tests.

Smith said Friday that he
wouldn‘t comment on whether he
lost his patience with Bradford.
“That has not been part of their
motions" to disqualify him, he
said.

BUT DOUGLAS Bedell, a GPU
Nuclear spokesman, said last week

that "the Intervenors have been
dressed down regularly by Smith
for not making a case against re-
start.”

Bradford said “part of that
could be frustration with the fact
that non-attorneys ask imprecise
questions

“But that's precisely when the
board should intervene and help
those non-attorneys make their
points. Otherwise, it becomes a to-
tal sham — this Is not a public
hearing at all if the public cannot
participate unless you can afford
to hire a lawyer."
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NRC again urged to oust judge

By DAVID MORRIS

Staff Writer

ouster in a Jan. K letter, which he

be allowed to resume operation.

said has not been answered.

"Perhaps the NRC is becoming

A call for lvan W. Smith's re-
placement as chairman of a panel
considering whether the Unit |
reactor at Three Mile Island should
be restarted has been renewed by
a York County legislator.

Rep. Bruce Smith. R-Newber-
ry Twp. said in a letter to Nunzio
Palladino, chairman of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, that
Smith’'s removal from the case was

Ivan Smith, chairman of the
Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board since 17/9, came under fire
for a Dec. 27 letter he sent to U.S.
District Judge Sylvia Il
The letter recommended leniency
lor James R Floyd, a former em-
ployee at the Londonderry Twp.
nuclear facility who was convict-
ed Of cheating on a take-home li-

callous to the concerns of central
Pennsylvanians over TML" the
third-term legislator said in his let-
ter to the NRC. "Perhaps the NRC
doesn't recognize the fact that
Ivan Smith has lost his impartiali-
ty and credibility on the issue by
writing to Judge Rambo."

Rep. Smith also questioned
NRC rules that allow Ivan Smith
to pass judgment on himself.

Rambo.

"imperative" because he "has lost
his impartiality and credibility on

the issue.”

The legislator first called for
law judge's

the administrative

censing test.

The licensing board chief’s let-
ter said, in part, "I have always
felt that Mr. Floyd's deception was
an Impulsive act and that it was
not motivated by personal ambi-
tion. ... One senses he neglected
his examination responsibilities
out of a misguided but altruistic
effort to attend to matters of
perceived greater urgency."

By writing to Rambo, Rep.
Smith said, Ivan Smith lost his
ability to objectively consider
whether the Unit | reactor should

Chr burning Xruis, «atmbat. h, tiwmrim H,

"Even President Nixon was not al-
lowed to judge himself," he noted.
A number of others, including
Gov. Dick Thornburgh, have
called for the administrative law
judge to step down. Thornburgh
said Smith "has gone out of his
way to prove himself incapable of
fair and impartial decision-making
in this complex and difficult mat-
ter."
Ivan Smith has said he will de-
cide by the end of the month
whether he should step down.

Shr Eurmnii X <abu.., ra. WW

By PETER KELLEY and FRANK LYNCH
Staff Writers

Gov. Dick Thornburgh last night called for the
removal of lvan W. Smith as head of a three-member
federal panel considering the restart of Three Mile
Island’s Unit | reactor.

By asking a federal judge to be lenient in sen-
tencing a former TMI employee, Smith "has gone out
of his way to prove himself incapable of fair and
impartial decision-making in this complex and diffi-
cult matter,” the governor said.

An aide to the governor said a motion for Smith's
removal as chairman of the Atomic Safety and Li-
censing Board will br filed with the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission in Washington by the end of the

Thornburgh complained that while Smith wrote
the judge that he was expressing personal views and

The governor’'s move comes after the release of a
letter from Smith to U.S. Middle District Judge Sylvia
Rambo.

In the letter, dated Dec. 27, 1984, Smith asks the
judge to be "lenient" in sentencing former TMI em-
ployee James R. Floyd, convicted Nov. 16 of cheating
on a take-home test to requalify for his job as a
control room operator. Floyd, 47, of Elizabethtown,
faces a maximum penalty of 10 years in prison and a
$20,000 fine.

Noting that the investigation of Floyd and his
subsequent indictment last summer grew out of rec-
ommendations Smith’s board made in 1982, Smith
wrote: "'l have always felt that Mr. Floyd’s deception
was an impulsive act and that it was not motivated by
personal ambition."

He argued that damage to Floyd’'s career and
public humiliation will be enough to discourage oth-
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NRC checks tipon contamination of TMI workers

According to Abraham, whole-body tests showed the quantity of
radioactive matter the workers “"Inhaled and were not able to exhale"
was about 8 percent of the recommended lifetime limit for internal

By PETER KELLEY/Staff Writer

A radiation specialist for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has
arrived at Three Mile Island to investigate an anonymous tip about

unexpected contamination of workers

The inspector. John White, was on site yesterday "because of the
question of whether or not there should have been respiratory protec-
tion” worn hy the workers, said Karl Abraham of the NRC Region |

office in King of Prussia.

GPU Nuclear Corp., which operates the Londonderry Twp. nuclear
facility has confirmed that four workers breathed in airborne radioactive
particles Dec. 27 while removing steam generator used in testing al the

Unit | reactor.
T

ey were allowed to work without clumsy respirators to cut the
time needed for the job. thus reducing their external radiation dose, a

GPU Nuclear spokesman said.

u*r.u
Their internal contamination was unexpected, he said, but the

amount involved was "minute.”

1Paine*-Naw* pletc

Louise Bradford

panel chief
Thornburgh wants dismissed

did not speak for the NRC, Smith also cited his stand-
ing as chairman of the restart hearings.

"l find those two statements to be irreconcil-
able,"” Thornburgh said, adding that Smith has shown
an "insensitivity to public interest" during the TMI
hearings.

In an ironic twist, Thornburgh aide Roland Page
said consideration of the dismissal motion could end
up before the licensing board, Which Smith heads. He
said NRC regulations would seem to allow Smith to
vote on whether he should be removed.

Smith, an administrative law judge with the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, has served as chairman
of the licensing board since its formation in 1979.

The board is hearing testimony at the University
Center of Harrisburg, North Front Street, on training
and testing; practices at the Londonderry Twp. plant,
site in 1979 of the nation’s worst nuclear accident.

ers from cheating and said he is confident “any prob-
lems caused by deception respecting Three Mile Is-
land will have been identified and resolved” by the
NRC.

The letter closed, "Deception In the future Is
very unlikely. A severe sentence for Mr. Floyd would
add nothing."

Thornburgh'’s action comes on the heels of a sim-
ilar request made Saturday by state Rep. Bruce
Smith, R-Newberry Twp., who also called for Ivan
Smith’s dismissal.

Bruce Smith called the request for leniency “ob-
viously a conflict of interest” and promised to write
to the NRC asking for lvan Smith’s dismissal.

Yesterday, Thornburgh said lvan Smith's behav-
ior “precludes public confidence in the integrity of
any decision he may render regarding Three Mile
Island.”

radiation.

incident if the workers were “over-exposed.”

He said the company would only have been required to report the

Last night, Douglas Bedell of GPU Nuclear said the company did
report the incident to the resident jnspector on the site. Richard Conte.

However, the first sign that the Region | office was aware pf the
case came in a Jan. 23 letter from Richard W. Starostecki, director of
reactor projects for the region, to Henry D. Hukill, director of TMI Unit 1.

NRC lawyers ask

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Adminis-
trative Law Judge Ivan Smith
should be disqualified from presid-
ing over hearings on the Three
Mile Island Unit | restart, the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission staff
attorneys said yesterday.

Smith should be disqualified
because he has “clearly created an
appearance of bias," the attorneys
said.

Smith already is considering a
motion that he disqualify himself.
It was filed by the commonwealth
of Pennsylvania which, like the
staff, is a party to the TMI-1 re-
sun case

Smith. 57, who has been an
NRC law judge for 10 years, has
not Indicated when he will rule on
his own fate.

If Smith does not disqualify
himself, the issue automatically
will go to an NRC appeals board
for a decision.

If he does disqualify himself,
another judge will have to be ap-
pointed to head the three-member
TMI licensing board.

In either case, the issue will de-
lay board hearing conclusions.

It is uncertain how the situa-
tion will affect the TMI-1 resUrt
ruling, which the commission has
yet to make. The NRC still has not
announced whether it warts to
wait for the licensing board's scru-
tiny of TMI operator GPU Nuclear
Corp.'s management Integrity.

If not unprecedented, the staff
attorneys' opinion against a judge
In their own agency is extremely
rare, NRC officials said last night.

Along with the state, NRC at-
torneys Jack Goldberg and Lois
Finkelstein first cited Smith's Dec.
27 letter to U.S. Middle District
Court Judge Sylvia H. Rambo in
which he pleaded for leniency for
James R. Floyd.

Floyd is a former TMI senior
reactor operator awaiting sentenc-
ing in Rambo's court after he was
convicted in November of cheating
on a licensing exam tn 1979.

After vouching for Floyd's
character. Smith advised Rambo
that:

"A severe criminal penalty
against Mr. Floyd Is, in my person-
al view, not needed to ensure the
Integrity of the NRC operators’ li-
censing process at TMI.... The
civil regulatory scheme present!
administered by the NRC ... Is ad-

In asking for a report of the incident, Starostecki did not say how he

“concerns were expressed.”

learned of it, writing only that “we are in receipt of allegations,” and

Repairs at Unit 1, expected to be finished by mid-February, are one
of the last steps in preparing the reactor for a possible restart. It has not 3

generated electricity since before the 1979 accident at Unit 2.

removal of Smith
from TMI-1 case

judge Ivan Smith
Disqualification sought

equate to assure that the operators
of TMI are persons of competence
and integrity.

"l have confidence that the
NRC administrative regulatory
process... will provide an orderly
and reliable mechanism for assur-
ing that any problems caused by
deception respecting TMI will
have been identified and resolved.
Deception In the future is very un-
likely. A severe sentence for Mr.
Floyd would add nothing.”

In addition to the letter, NRC
attorneys Goldberg and Finkel-
stein cited instances in which
Smith's on-the-record statements
"suggest bias or prejudice against
findings or conclusions which
might adversely affect Individuals
[TMI personnel]....""

Standing alone, the letter and
concern for TMI operators under
investigation might not Justify
disqualification, Goldberg and
Finkelstein said. Taken together,
however, “they do clearly create
an appearance of bias.” the attor-
neys said.

The appearance is, they said,
“that Judge Smith Is biased, has
prejudged issues, or will be in-
clined to decide issues on a basis
other than an objective assessment
of the evidentiary record.”

Goldberg and Finkelstein said
disqualification would “further as-
sure public confidence and the ob-
jective resolution" of the Unit |
restart case.
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State reviewing
activists' request
for raw TMI data

MMKK'ed Pres*

The state attorney general’s of-
fice is reviewing a request for help
from a Chester County couple
seeking raw Health Department
data about studies into the health
effects of the Three Mile Island nu-
clear accident.

Norman and Marjorie Aamodt
of Coatesville yesterday asked At-
torney General LeRoy S. Zimmer-
man s office to ensure that the
state Health Department gives
them the information.

“Their request will be re-
viewed to determine what legal
steps if any the attorney general
may be abie to take." said Zimmer-
man’s spokesman. Patrick Boyle.

The Aamodts. who are parties
to the hearings into the restart of
the TMI Unit | reactor, want the
information for their case.

They contend the Health De-
partment studies were “unscien-
tific" and not supported by avail-
able evidence. They have been
seeking the data since November
and filed a request under the Free-
dom of Information Act Jan. 15 af-
ter they were formally turned
down.

One part of the study looked
into the outcome of pregnancies
after the March 1979 accident, in
which the reactor core overheated
and was severely damaged.

The other part looked for rea-
sons behind seven cases of hy-
pothyroidism in Lancaster County
in 1979. Hypothyroidism is a defi-
ciency of the thyroid gland that
can be caused by hereditary or en-
vironmental factors, including ra-
diation.

On Jan. 14, Dr. George To-
kuhata, the department’s chief epi-
demiologist. refused to release the
data, the Aamodts said. He could
not be reached for comment.

In a letter to the Aamodts. To-
kuhata cited confidentiality rules
and continuing analyses by the de-
partment for his decision. The
Aamodts counter that they previ-
ously had been cleared for top se-
cret work when they were em-
ployed by Bell Telephone
Laboratories and that they would *
be satisfied with copies of the de-
partment's records.

In his studies. Tokuhata con-
cluded that incidents of fetal and
infant deaths, congenital defects
and premature births were not sig-
nificantly different from other
areas of the state.

Likewise, he found no connec-
tion between the seven hypothy-
roidism cases and the accident. He
noted that Lancaster County has a
large Amish population that he
said is known to have higher rates
of birth defects.

Four workers exposed

to radiation,

By PETER KELLEY
Staff Writer

Four workers at Three Mile Is-
land’s Unit 1 reactor were unex-
pectedly exposed to airborne, ra-
dioactive particles in late
December, the plant operator has
confirmed.

The incident has led GPU Nu-
clear Corp, to reconsider a new
policy of sending workers into cer-
tain radioactive areas without
wearing clumsy respirators. Jt also
prompted a recent Inquiry from
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion.

However, company spokesman
Douglas Bedell said preliminary
tests showed the four workers' ex-
posure to internal radiation was
-minute.” He said the workers
spent from two to 27 minutes on
Dec. 27 in the head of one of the
Unit | reactor's massive steam
generators.

York Dally Record

TMI says

Repairs at the Londonderry
Twp. plant, expected to be fin-
ished by mid-February, are one of
the last steps in preparing Unit |
for a possible restart. It has not
generated electricity since before
the 1979 accident at Unit 2.

While withdrawing test
probes, the workers received var-
ying external radiation doses of 50
to 260 millirems. Bedel! said, “cer-
tainly within the range of what
was expected.” Company rules,
which are stricter than the NRC's,
permit workers to be exposed to
doses up to 5,000 millirems a year.

Leaving the respirators off is
more comfortable for the workers
and allows them to work faster,
Bedell said. No internal contami-
nation was expected in this case.

Until more tests and the report
are complete, Bedell said Unit [
workers will return to wearing
respirators.
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i Reed defends
< TMI claims

2 EDITOR:

— - ON JAN. 22 an editorial

Xlippeared suggesting that my

testimony in the United King-

~ dom contained misleading infor-
mation about Three Mile Island
and potential health effects from
the 1979 accident.

Ironically, underneath this
editorial was a separate editorial
stating the Patriot-News Com-
pany's view that reports of
“cancer clusters™ should be
thoroughly investigated by inde-
pendent health authorities. This
is no different than my own
view.

On Jan. 11, my office offered
a copy of my testimony in the
United Kingdom, at British gov-
ernmental hearings on nuclear
power, to a Patriot-News re-
porter. The offer was declined.

Your editorial of Jan. 22 was
apparently written without
even having read let alone evalu-
ated this testimony.

| am therefore at a loss to
understand how your editorial
concluded that my testimony
contained “misleading” infor-
mation.

A review of the testimony
indicates that | clearly offered
but made no conclusions about
several reported health prob-
lems. | specifically said that re-
ports of increased infant mortal-
ity following the 1979 accidents,
reports of thyroid disorders in
Lancaster County and reports of
increased cancer rates in areas
close to TMI, deserved inde-
pendent investigation and that,
for now, no conclusion can be
made from such other than that
they merited further review be-
fore any government deter-
mined that nuclear power plants
were absolutely safe and that
host community areas had no
risk associated with being the
site for a nuclear power plant.

That is no different than
your own recommendation con-
tained in the separate editorial
of the same date of Jan. 22 and
certainly no different than any
responsible governmental offi-
cial should seek on the question
of nuclear power plant siting.

Your editorial also ques-
tioned why | was invited to go to
the United Kingdom instead of
the mayor of Middletown. The
invitation to attend was issued
following a visit by a represent-
ative from the English munici-
palities to this area.

—Stephen R.Reed,
Mayor,
Harrisburg

c X

Couple says government hid
high rate of cancer near TMI

By SUSAN FITZGERALD
and JIM DETJEN
Kntthi-Riddfi Nrwfpapm

WASHINGTON — A Pennsyl-
vania couple filed a complaint
with the U.S. Justice Department
Tuesday, charging that the federal
government has covered up a high
rate of cancer deaths and other
health problems among people
living near Three Mile Island

Norman and Majoric Aamodt
of Coatesville accused the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission of delib-
erately altering a report on a door-
to-door health survey conducted
by the Aamodts and other volun-
teers last year.

They said the survey found that
the cancer death rate in three
communities near TMI was seven
times higher than normal in the
years since the March 1979 nucle-
ar accident at the unit 2 reactor.

In a letter to Attorney General
William French Smith, the
Aamodts accused the NRC of
omitting 10 pages of their report
and deleting portions of an ac-
companying affidavit before the
NRC turned the report over to the
Centers for Disease Control in
Atlanta in August for further
study.

Dr. Glyn Caldwell, a CDC epi-
demiologist, made note of the
missing pages in a letter to the

plant officials.

NRC in September.

"Much to my surprise,” he
said, he discovered that the copy
of the Aamodts’ report submitted
to him by the commission was
different from a copy given him
by the Pennsylvania Department
of Health.

After reviewing a complete
copy of the Aamodt’s report,
Caldwell concluded that the
health survey did not present
“convincing evidence of cancer
incidence, cancer mortality or ad-
verse pregnancy outcome in TMI-
area residents following the
accident.”

NRC spokesman Joseph

residents of 100 households who
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Reed on a limb e

Exaggerated claims did TMI area no service

IT NEVER was clear to us in the first
place why Harrisburg Mayor Stephen Reed
was invited to Britain to tell the story about
the accident at Three Mile Island. He was a
slate legislator at the time and hardly a cen-
tral figure in the drama of the world’s most
famous nuclear accident. Robert Reid, then
as now mayor of Middletown, where the
cooling towers of TMI loom like pyramids
over the town, would seem to have been a
better choice.

In any event, that was the decision of the
local British officials who were interested in
TMI because a similarly designed nuclear
reactor was being proposed for the Suffolk
coast near their community. In picking Reed,
they choose someone who apparently has a
lot to say about TMI, enough to fill 25 pages
of testimony.

Unfortunately, Reed’s testimony includ-
ed some misleading information about the
health effects of the TMI accident which had
long since been discounted and discredited
by health officials in this country. In raising
the issue of a large and significant increase
in the infant mortality rate in this area fol-
lowing the accident, Reed gave new life to
an old charge first raised by Dr. Ernest
Sternglass, the “Dr. Doom" of the anti-nu-
clear movement, a charge that has been thor-
oughly repudiated.

Reed also repeated charges of increased
cases of cancer and thyroid problems in local
children, and reports of the premature death
of numerous locally raised animals from

leukemia, all of which have been probed by
responsible and independent investigators
without any evidence to link them to the
accident.

THE ONLY known and proven health
effect of the TMI accident is an increase in
stress among people living closest to the nu-
clear power station. Other investigations
and the on-going accumulation of statistical
data may uncover and document previously
undetected health effects, but there is no real
reason to expect that the accident was any
more pernicious in Its effect on people and
animayjs than existing evidence suggests.

Not surprisingly, the United Kingdom
Atomic Energy Authority, which wants to
build the plant, challenged Reed’s exagger-
ated claims of the health consequences of the
TMI accident. We would have thought the
experience of the accident itself, the fear It
created, the catastrophe it might have been
and what it revealed about the awesome,
probably unmanageable, problems that
would arise in the event of a full-scale nucle-
ar-power plant disaster, would have sufficed
to leave the mayor’'s audience spellbound.

TMI needs no embroidery. The truth
about the accident and its aftermath is as
strange and fascinating as any work of fic-
tion, and a telling indictment of the nuclear
industry and its regulators. Too bad the may-
or could not have left it at that when he told
the British about our ordeal.

Look Iinto cancer 'dusters’

STATISTICALLY, there appears to be a
better-than-even chance that In any contro-
versy surrounding a nuclear plant someone,
usually Dr. Sternglass, will appear on the
scene with what is purported to be statistical
proof that radiation from atomic power
plants is killing people.

“Dr. Doom," a radiologist by training,
has done it at TMI and he has done it at
countless places around the country, and all
that he has managed to prove is that he is not
a very good statistician.

That is not to say, however, that what
Stemglass has failed to prove statistically is
not, in fact, taking place. Even the govern-
ment estimates that the small amounts of
radiation released into the environment by
the normal operation of each nuclear plant
will contribute to the deaths of a small num-
ber people over the life of the plant and-that
the accident at Three . Mile Island possibly
will result in a few more deaths over time.
What is important to keep in mind is that
these projected nuclear-power related
deaths are infinitesimal in terms of the over-
all number of expected deaths from cancer.

These guesstimates, and they are no
more than that, are based on a presumption
that any amount of radiation is dangerous
and that the greater the exposure the greater
the danger. Where Sternglass and a handful
of other reseachers part company with most
of the scientific community is in their con-
viction that very low-levels of radiation are
much more harmful than is generally be-
lieved.

Trying to link cause and effect In cancer
deaths is a tenuous business at best, even in
what would appear to be the most obvious
circumstances. Attempting to associate a
particular cancer death with a particular in-
cident at a nuclear plant really is stretching
it, particularly when there are so many other
random influences that could be taking

should

investigate

place, all the way from heredity to diet to
possibly the type of house one lives in. not to
mention a multitude of other possibilities.

THIS Is the problem with the alleged
cluster of cancer deaths found in three com-
munities in York County by Norman and
Marjorie Aamodt. Their claim is worthy of
attention and investigation if for no other
reason than it is not beyond the realm of
possibility. But it has been reviewed once by
the Centers of Disease Control in Atlanta, a
credible and respected federal agency,
which found that Aamodt’s Information
lacked "convincing evidence of cancer inci-
dence, cancer mortality, or adverse pregnan-
cy outcome In TMI-area residents following
the accident,”

The state Health Department has gone
over the same ground without finding evi-
dence that the accident led to a rash of can-
cer deaths, but has agreed to review the
Aamodts’ data. Another study may be under-
taken through the Three Mile Island Public
Health Fund.

A thorough epidemiological study may
be able to identify other possible explana-
tions for the cluster, but It almost certainly
will not be able to prove definitively that
radiation released during the accident in
March 1979 led to the cancer deaths of 20
residents living west of the plant between
1980 and 1984.

Unfortunately, clusters of cancer deaths
— if there is a local cluster as the Aamodts
contend and the disease center appears to
refute — are all too commonplace in Ameri-
ca as we are beginning to discover through
improved record keeping. A great deal of
work remains to be done to better under-
stand the causes of these clusters, which in
most cases are far removed from nuclear
plants, before jumping to drastic conclusions
on the basis of questionable statistical data.

the health

Cancer

Continuedfrom 1A

Fouchard said Tuesday that the
missing pages were due to a cleri-
cal error. ““According to the peo-
ple who did it, they said it was a
Xeroxing error,” he said.

At a news conference here
Tuesday sponsored by the Con-
cerned Citizens of Three Mile Is-
land, a Lancaster County citizens’
group, the Aamodts said the high
number of cancer deaths they
documented in three communities
near TMI was a strong indication
that far more radiation was re-
leased during the early hours of
the accident than was ever ac-
knowledged by government or

In a motion filed Tuesday with
the NRC, the Aamodts asked the
commission to reconsider a previ-
ous request to investigate whether
TMI hid or destroyed records
showing the amount of radiation
released into the environment dur-
ing the accident.

Last month, the NRC turned
down a similar request for an
investigation by the Aamodts.

The commission noted that
while radiation records from the
accident were missing, there was
no evidence to support the
Aamodts’ charge that they had
been intentionally destroyed.

The Aamodts refused to identi-
fy the exact location of their
health survey, saying they had
promised confidentiality to the

participated in the study in the
spring.

They said the survey, conducted
in three communities on the west
shore of the Susquehanna River
within eight miles of TMI, found
20 cancer deaths among a popula-
tion of 433 persons.

They said that number, which
they said was supported by death
certificates, was seven times high-
er than what would be expected
among the population.

They said their survey also
found an unusually large number
of cases of tumors, various types
of cancer, skin rashes and
miscarriages.

The Aamodts said the NRC

problems before deciding whether
to allow GPU Nuclear Corp, the
operator of TMI, to restart its
undamaged unit ! reactor. '

The NRC is scheduled to meet
today to decide what action it
should take before voting on the
restart issue.

GPU Nuclear spokesman Doug
Bedell said Tuesday there was no
evidence to support the Aamodts’
findings. ;

“A number of authoritative,
impartial scientific agencies have
studied the question of health ef-
fects from the TM1-2 accident
and none of them have found any
basis for charges of increased can-
cer incidence in the area,” he said.
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TMI says four workers inhaled radioactive particles at plant

By MICHAEL ARGENTO
Daily Record staff writer

Four workers at Three Mile
Island last month unexpectedly
ingested a small amount of radio-
active particles inside a section of
the plant’s unit | reactor, plant
operator GPU Nuclear Corp, said
Tuesday.

The technicians, who were
working on the reactor’s steam

radioactivity well below standards
set by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, GPU Nuclear
spokesman Gordon Tomb said.

“It was unexpected,” he said.
’From our past monitoring of
airborne radioactivity, we deter-
mined that the level was low
enough that they wouldn’t ingest
any radioactive material.”

The technicians weren’t wear-

ing bulky respirators while they
worked in the top of the steam

possible, he said workers don't
wear the respirators because they
make work difficult.

The incident occurred Dec. 27
when the technicians entered the
building to remove test probes
from the steam generators. The
probes were inserted into the
tubes in the generators to detect
leaks.

Leaks in the steam generators
were detected two years ago and
GPU Nuclear has been working
since then to fix them. Tomb said

by mid-February.

The work is preparation for the
restart of the undamaged reactor.
It was closed for routine re-fuel-
ing since the March 1979 accident
at the adjacent unit 2 reactor.
GPU has said it will be ready to
restart Unit | by the spring. The
NRC has yet to rule on the restart.

During the incident, one techni-
cian spent as little as two minutes
in the building. Tomb said. The
longest a worker was in the area
was 27 minutes, he said.

Because officials had deter-

mined that the area had a safe
level of airborne radioactive parti
cles, the four workers weren’t
wearing respirators to filter the air
they breathed. Tomb said.

Later, it was discovered each
worker had ingested up to 10
millircms of radiation, much less
than the NRC’s annual limit of
5,000 millirems of internal con-
tamination, he said.

Those levels were measured by
whole-body counts of radiation
conducted at the plant and analy

detectors, he said.

I ach of the four technicians
also writ exposed to between 50
and 2M) millircms of external radi
ation, but that exposure was ex-
pected, luinb said. |he external
exposutc was well below the coni
pany's standard of 5,000 milli-
rems a veai and the NRC’s limit
of 12,1*10 inillitems a year.

Until the company finishes its
investigation of the incident, all
woikcrs will be required to wear
re_sc?irators inside the plant. Tomb
said.

generators, inhaled amounts of

generators.

Tomb said. When the repairs

should be completed
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Key decision on TMI restart put off

By Jim Detjen
and Susan FitzGerald
Inquirer stall wnitrt

WASHINGTON — More than 200
spectators, many of them Harrisburg-
area residents, jammed a Nuclear
Regulatory Commission meeting
room yesterday in anticipation of a
pivotal decision concerning the fu-
ture of the Three Mile Island nuclear
station. But that decision never
came.

Instead, the NRC chose to continue
to debate a while longer about
whether the undamaged Unit 1 reac-
tor at TMI was ready to be restarted.

The five-member commission was
divided yesterday over what issues
needed to be resolved before a re-
start vote could be taken. Nunzio
Palladino, chairman of the commis-
sion, told the members to submit
written opinions on what course the
agency should take.

Palladino said he hoped the agency
could reach a consensus within the
next two weeks.

A top agency lawyer told the com-
mission that at least one additional
TMI hearing was needed. Richard
Levi, a senior attorney for the NRC,
said the agency's legal advisers be-
lieved that hearings should be held
on charges that safety records were
falsified at the TMI Unit 2 reactor in
tbe months leading up to the March
28, 1979, accident there.

Despite more than five years of
deliberations centering on TMI, the
NRC has never held hearings on the
socalled Hartman allegations. Har-
old Hartman, a former TMI control
room operator, told NRC investiga-
tors in 1979 that plant workers rou-
tinely falsified and destroyed re-
cords showing whether excessive
waler was leaking from the Unit 2
reactor's cooling system in the
months leading up to the accident.

in November 1983, a federal grand
jury in Harrisburg indicted Metro-
politan Edison Co. — a subsidiary of
General Public Utilities Corp.
(GPU), which then operated the
plant — on charges stemming from
those allegations. Last February, the
company pleaded guilty or no con-
test to seven counts of an 11-count
indictment.

Sntdlififticcr Journal

Thursday

Unit 1 wm shut down by an NRC
order in the aftermath of the Unit 2
accident and has remained shut
since. The NRC has been conducting
hearings since 1980 on whether GPU,
the plant's owner, should be allowed
to begin producing electricity again
at the Unit 1 reactor.

James Asselstine, an NRC commis-
sioner, said he believed the agency

. should also hold hearings on allega-

tions that three former TMI engi-
neers were harassed by plant manag-
ers after challenging the safety of
cleanup procedures at Unit 2.

But Lando Zech, another connla-
sloner, urged the egency to move
swiftly with Its decision-making’

"The time Is rapidly approaching
that the five of us make a decision,"
be said. "The time is near.”

The agency’, inability to reach a
consensus on what further TMI hear-
ings are needed appears likely to
delay a restart vole for at least a
month.

Palladino said that It bearings
were held on the falsification of re-
cords at Unit J, it was possible that
they could take a year to complete.

But ha said the commission could
decide to vote on the restart of Unit 1
before the completion of those hear-
ings.

Philip Clark, president of GPU Nu-
clear Corp., the GPU subsidiary that
now operates TMI, said that although
company officials were “pleased
with the apparent determination of
the commission to continue to press
to reach a decision lon restart! ...
we're disappointed that xhere's not
more of a consensus among the com-
missioners on how to reach that deci-
sion.”
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NRC slouching toward restart decision

IF GOVERNMENT agencies make New
Year’s resolutions, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission seems to have made one to fi-
nally take a vote on whether to allow the
restart of the undamaged Unit 1 reactor at
*Three Mile Island. The commission is ex-
pected to decide on Jan. 16 whether it will
lake a vote on restart, possibly to take place
on Jan. 28 or Jan. 31. or at least that is the
word filtering out of the agency.

Several times in the past the NRC
-appeared on the verge of voting on restart
and then backed off. On this occasion, how-
ever, a commission that does not contain one
~member who was around when the TMI ac-
cident occurred nearly six years ago may
feel it is time to end the impasse at America’s
most famous nuclear power station.

If the NRC had any backbone and if it
had a strong sense of what constitutes the
public interest, rather than the interest of
the nuclear industry, the agency could have
made an informed decision on restart years
ago. It could have said "no.” But the NRC
doesn’t like to say no — indeed, it appears to
have an institutional inability to say no — so
it delays and delays and delays, all in the
pretext of gathering additional information,
until it gets up the gumption to say "yes.”

THERE is no reasonable justification for
the length of the time that has been spent
waiting for a resolution of the restart ques-
tion. If business and the rest of government
took six years to decide similarly Important
and delicate issues the entire country would
grind to a halt.

The industry and its bureaucratic cohorts

in government like to blame this delay —
and most of the other delays that seem to be

of critics and opponents of restart. In the
case of TMI, this smacks of blaming the vic-
tims for the worst nuclear-power accident in
the nation’s history.

But the real cause of the delay was the
total unpreparedness of the NRC and the
nuclear industry to deal with a major nuclear
accident. It took five years before there was
a reasonable prospect that adequate funding
would be available to clean up the accident
and almost six years have gone by without
the NRC coming to a conclusion on whether
TMI-owner General Public Utilities has the
wherewithal to operate a nuclear plant com-
petently.

SURELY If the NRC had something deci-
sive to say about TMI. other than granting
restart, it would have said it by now. And yet
if the NRC does act this month it will con-
firm what many people have believed from
the start, that all of the hearings and miles of
reports were meaningless because It will
have made a decision while some presuma-
bly significant matters, such as an Investiga-
tion of management competence and integri-
ty, remain unfinished.

But the whole aftermath of TMI has been
a lesson in failure, not only for the nuclear
industry but for regulators as well, and there
isn’t any reason to expect a change now. One
would hope, though, that the NRC decision
on restart, when it finally comes, will have
something more reassuring to offer the peo-
ple of central Pennsylvania than the pros-
pect of GPU being given an unrestricted li-
cense to operate as if TMI never happened
and GPU wasn't responsible. o

An understandably concerned public de-
serves no less from the NRC after the TMI
accident and the equally trying ordealof

HarritbtHg. F>,, Friday February | 1985

NRC plans
new talks
for public

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission has
scheduled another public meeting
for 10 am Feb. 13 to discuss is-
sues affecting the potential restart
of the Three Mlle Island Unit | nu-
clear plant.

Commissioners may consider
an order delineating what further
licensing board hearings are "war-
ranted” prior to a restart vote, an
NRC spokesman said yesterday.

Public Affairs Director Joseph
Fouchard said the commission also
is likely to discuss other issues per-
taining to the Unit | restart deci-
sion. "but there will be no vote" on
the restart itself

The NRC was indecisive”bout
further board hearings at a Jan. 16
meeting after considerable specu-
lation the commissioners would
set the stage for a vote.

The Unit 1 reactor in London-
derry Two., undamaged in the
March 1979 Unit 2 accident, has
remained shut down while its op-
erator, GPU Nuclear Corp., com-
pletes more than 150 hardware
and procedural changes under
NRC safety orders.

GPU Nuclear says those
changes have been made. The NRC
is legally bound to lift the 1979
shutdown order and allow genera-
tion of power at Unit I, the utility
has argued.

Under the Atomic Energy Act,
the NRC also is charged to consid-
er the Integrity and character of a
nuclear plant licensee. NRC licens-
ing boards have held hearings on
and off since 1981 on those and
other issues.

A current licensing board ex-
amining reopened management in-
tegrity issues has finished hearings
on adequacy of company disclo-
sures during the TMI-Unit 2 acci-
dent and on the GPU Nuclear oper-
ator training program. The board
has not made recommendations.

The board still has before it
hearings on falsification of coolant
water leak rates at Unit 2 in 1978-
79 and on the involvement of
record-rigging, if any, of current
Unit | management.

The pivotal choice for the NRC
Is whether to wait for completion
of those hearings and for board
recommendations on all three is-
sues before addressing the restart
of Unit 1.

January 24, 1985

congenital to nuclear power — on the tactics

Panelists Declare TMI
Health Issues Cover-up

By David Sturm
Intalligancf Journal Stall

A public panel, meeting in the
city Wednesday, hammered away
on the need to clear the air on
health issues before the restart of
Three Mile Island's Unit 1

The panel meeting came a
week before the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission is expected to
vole on restart of the undamaged
reactor

Norman and Marjorie
Aamodt. the Coatesville couDle
Who conducted their own health
survey of the area again charged
a virtual cover-up is going on.

They accused the NRC, Gen-
eral Public Utilities and others of
' conspiring to withhold from the
public evidence showing public
health problems and death from
the accident.”

About 40 persons turned out at
city council chambers for the two-
hour discussion, which was most-

ly led by the Aamodts

The Coatesville couple did
door-to-door surveys of residents
in the vicinity of TMI and came
up with a survey including sworn
affidavits from persons who ex-
perienced health problems in the
wake of the accident

The. Aamodits are ail but con-
vinced these cases including skin
disease, organ failure cancer and
even death are in places where
the radioactive cloud, or
mplume,” enveloped the ground in
tbe hours and days after the acci-
dent

Their data has been greeted
with skepticism in some scientific
quarters and the Aamodts them-
selves have welcomed in indepen-
dent inquiry.

But in response to a question
Wednesday. Aamodt said he
doubted if there was any new in-
formation or safeguard that
would convince him Unit 1 can be

safely restarted

il cant honestly think of a
way they could do that,” he said.

As they have on other occa-
sions. the Aamodts outlined some
of the health issues indicated by
their survey:

= Rashes. skin reddening and
other skin problems experienced
by TMI neighbors.

« Deaths, diseases and birth
abnormalities in farm animals
and pets

« Unusual size and abnormal
shape in some plant life.

< Disappearance of bumble
bees and other insect life.

= Muscle cancer in humans
which could be associated wit!
exposure to cesium

= Collapse of internal organs
depression of the immunity sys
tern, loss of hair and other inci

dents

watching the NRC try to make up its mlhd.

$1 billion fin pla

By PETER KELLEY
Suff Writer

The owners of Three Mlle Island yesterday re-
peated an official's claim of last September that
nearly Sl billion is “Id place* for the cleanup at the
Unit 2 reactor.

A GPU Nuclear Corp, spokesman said the utili-
ty knows how It will get all but $38 million —
about 4 percent — of the estimated cost for the 10-
year-long cleanup.

One way apparently is to restart TMI's Unit 1
reactor, undamaged in the 1979 accident The 1985
budget of $120 million Includes an estimated SIS
million from the existing rate structure following
arestart.

“Of the many proposals for financing the
cleanup, the current plan follows moat closely the
one advanced in 1981 by Gov. Dick Thornburgh.”
company officials told members of the Citizens
Advisory Panel tor the Decontamination of TMI
Unit 2.

Thornburgh has urged federal authorities not
to allow the restart until cleanup funding Is com-
plete.

Yesterday, a press aide to the governor said
Thornburgh was unimpressed by the latest an-
nouncement

"We’'re not satisfied at this point that we have

-fflyc patrjol Hrnt™M ,,

- 15

ce, 9 GPU insists

assured funding of the cleanup.” Roland Page said.

That also was the response of TMI-Alert, an
Independent citizens’ group monitoring the
cleanup and opposed to restart Kay Pickering, a
group leader, said several sources the utility is
relying on still may fall through.

"There's no guarantee™ that electric utilities
around the country will continue meeting pay-
meats on their voluntary commitment of $ 150 mil-
lion — or that future federal budget cutting will
spare the $83 million expected from the Depart-
ment of Energy, she said.

The largest sources are insurance policies that
already have contributed $305 million, and electric
customers. GPU Nuclear expects another $201 mil-
lion from Its ratepayers, on top of $45 million they
already have paid.

According to the budget released yesterday
and outlined to the citizens advisory panel last
September by Ed Kentner, GPU Nuclear executive
vice president, company stockholders will contrib-
ute another $82 million; the state of Pennsylvania.
$30 million, and New Jersey, $11 million.

The Japanese nuclear Industry, which Is study-
ing the cleanup, is providing $18 million in staff
and services. Another $21 million of similar sup-
port is coming from Babcock and Wilcox, design-
ers of the plant, as settlement for a lawsuit.
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THREE MILE ISLAND.
Accident without an end

Problems cited by NRC

The NRC has cited at least 140 instances of
problems at TMI, including lapses in radia-
tion protection for workers, inadequate
plant security, fire-safety violations, inade-
quate environmental monitoring and im-
proper handling of radioactive materials.
The agency has issued 42 “notices of viola-
tion” — formal letters of criticism — to TMI
managers for these infractions.

Through the end of last year, TMI records
show, there had been 593 documented cases
in which a cleanup worker's skin had been
contaminated by radioactive materials.

Among the safety problems documented in
records on file with the NRC are these:

« Radioactive particles leaked into the air
outside TMI in January 1982 because drain
plugs in the plant's air-filtration system
were missing. TMI engineers had learned of
the problem in June 1980. But instead of
being resealed with carbon-steel plugs, as
required by plant specifications, the drains
were covered with tape.

« Contaminated water from a storage tank
near the reactor complex leaked onto the
ground in January 1982 and August 1983.
Radioactive substances such as cesium,
strontium, cobalt and tritium have been
detected repeatedly in the groundwater near
the Unit 2 reactor.

« More than 600 gallons of concentrated
sulfuric acid spilled onto the ground outside
Unit 2 on Jan. 13,1981, after a control-room
operator turned the wrong valve. One rea-
son for the mistake was that plant engineer-
ing drawings were out of date — a recurring
problem in the cleanup.

« TMI engineers installed a sewage holding
tank for waste water in 1982 without obtain-
ing a permit from the state Department of
Environmental Resources or from local au-
thorities. Radioactive particles later were dis-
covered in the tank’s sewage, which was be-
ing trucked to a treatment plant in Lancaster.

Despite the NRC's criticisms, TMI officials
say the cleanup is being run safely and poses
no health problems to workers or the public.

Parks, King and Gischel complained about
safety on numerous occasions before they
left TMI, according to affidavits and sworn
statements on file with the federal govern-
ment. Parks and King have appeared before
a U.S. House subcommittee that investigated
the cleanup; all have complained to the NRC.

Each has argued that shortcuts were taken
to hurry one of the tasks most important to
the cleanup — the repair of a 400-ton device,
called a “polar crane,” that is crucial to
major cleanup work.

The three engineers said there was no guar-
antee that the crane could safely carry a load
because procedures had been violated during
its repair. If the crane malfunctioned, they
warned, a heavy load could come crashing
down on sensitive equipment inside the reac-
tor building, possibly triggering another seri-
ous accident and release of radioactivity.

"ISLAND UPDATES”™

THREE MILE ISLAND ALERT
315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Because of the-three engineers’ complaints,
major cleanup work was delayed for more
than a year while the NRC investigated, m a
written report in September 1983, the NRC
confirmed many of their safety allegations.

In July, the crane was used successfully to
lift the 159-ton lid off the damaged reactor
vessel in preparation for removing the in-
tensely radioactive fuel from the reactor core.

But after the crane was used, plant inspec-
tors found in August and September one set
of brakes on the crane’s hoist was not work-
ing properly.

An internal GPU Nuclear report issued in
October said the problem had occurred be-
cause plant engineers, not wanting to wait
nine to 10 weeks for the manufacturer to
ship the necessary parts, had fabricated
“homemade” parts for the brakes in 1982.
They then installed the brakes in violation
of correct safety procedures and reviews,
the report said.

William Travers, the top NRC official at
the plant to oversee the cleanup, said during
an interview that if both sets of brakes on
the crane’s hoist had failed during the sensi-
tive lifting of the reactor lid, the massive
steel lid could have dropped.

It was exactly that kind of potential accident
that Parks, King and Gischel had warned
might happen if plant rules were not fol-
lowed.

But by the time the lid was lifted, the three
engineers were no longer working at Three
Mile Island.
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SULFURIC-ACID SPILL:
Hundreds of gallons of

Since the cleanup began, inspectors
for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission have identified more
than 140 problems, such as plant
security, fire safety in areas,
environmental monitoring and
radiation safety.

RADIOACTIVE AIR
POLLUTION:

Radioactivity leaked from the
plant into the air in January
1982 because drains that
should have been sealed with
carbon steel plugs were instead
covered with tape.
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concentrated sulfuric acid
spilled onto the ground in
January 1981. after a plant
Operator turned the wrong

valve.

Environmental problems at TMI

RADIOACTIVE RODENTS:
Radioactive rodent droppings
were discovered in the
basement of the Unit 2
complex in February 1981.
Three months later, radioactivity
was identified in rats and in the
droppings of mice and rabbits.
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CONTAMINATED WATER:
Contaminated water has leaked
from a storage tank. Tritium
and radioactive cesium,
strontium and cobalt have been
found in the soil and
groundwater near the tank.
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NRC halts hearings!
hastens restart vote

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — A deter-
mined majority of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission has taken
its most decisive step in more than
five years toward allowing the re-
start of the Unit 1 reactor on Three
Mile Island.

The commission yesterday
voted 3-2 to order that "no further
hearings are warranted within the
restart proceeding.”

The order cancels plans of an
NRC licensing board to hold hear-
ings this spring on one of the most
controversial of TMI issues — the
falsification of cooling water leak
rate reports to the NRC at TMI
Unit 2 in 1978-79.

It also ignores claims by Com-
missioners James Asselstine and
Frederick Bernthal that new hear-
ings on three other topics need to
be held before GPU Nuclear
Corp.'s request to renew operation
of TMI Unit 1 is considered.

Chairman Nunzio Palladino
said one step remains before a re-
start vote: Commissioners are ex-
pected to take several weeks to file
written opinions with their votes
on whether decisions on two com-
pleted licensing board hearings are
needed before-a vote.

Those hearings, held last year
and early this year, concerned the
current GPU Nuclear operator
training program and the veracity
of information provided by utility
officials during the March 1979
Unit 2 accident in Londonderry
Twp.

If the commission decides it
does not need to wait on the deci-
sions, a vote on lifting the August
1979 shutdown order of Unit 1
could be held next month. If the
commission decides to wait for the
licensing board's decisions, a vote
is not expected until April.

For most opponents of the re-
start, however, the die is cast.

“It’s outrageous,” said Joanne
Doroshow. a lawyer for Three
Mile Island Alert, a party to the
restart proceeding. ““This was a de

Nunzio Palladino
"Gel on with show"

facto vote for restart. They elimi-
nated their biggest obstacle. They
clearly have one agenda — to re-
start the plant.”

Palladino, while he made a
point of saying he had not decided
on the second matter of waiting
for board decisions, appeared re-
solved. He used phrases like “well,
let's get on with the show" to de-
scribe his belief no further hear-
ings are necessary.

While Palladino was firmly
supported by commissioners
Thomas Roberts and Lando W.
Zech, Asselstine and Bernthal de-
livered lengthy critiques.

Asselstine said that without
further hearings there was “not a
sufficient basis to renew the li-
cense."

Bernthal said he believed there
had been “sufficient changes in
personnel and attitude at Unit 1 to
preclude significant problems of
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NRC members issue order
explaining views on restart

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Nuclear
Regulatory Commission members
yesterday Issued an order explain-
ing why a 3-2 majority believes
the Three Mlle Island Unit 1 reac-
tor should be restarted without
prolonging the nearly 6-year-old
proceedings.

The lengthy NRC order was re-
leased to justify the decision
reached at a Feb. 13 meeting that
no further TMI-1 hearings should
be held.

“We need not be apologetic to
anyone on the efforts this agency
has made over these six years to

— On the harassment of for-
mer TMI Unit 2 senior engineer
Richard Parks and on the sub-
stance of his safety allegations in
the Unit 2 cleanup operations.

The 3-2 majority of the com-
mission has said it has not pre-
judged the Unit | restart issue.
However, In yesterday’s order
they made it clear that the new

have identified and adjudicated all
relevant, significant, disputed is-
sues,"” said the majority — Chair-
man Nunzio Palladino, Lando W.
Zech and Thomas Roberts.

"Holding ‘trial' when none are
required is not, In our judgment, a
responsible regulatory action,”
they said.

In countering, NRC members
James Asselstine and Frederick
Bemthal said that while the TMI
Unit | case has been lengthy, it has
not been thorough.

"By Its decision today [Feb. 13]
the commission has violated the
trust of the people of central Penn-
sylvania,” Asselstine said.

management of Unit | was differ-
ent and improved over the person-
nel who managed Unit 2 at the
time of the March 28, 1979, acci-
dent in Londonderry Twp.
Palladino, Zech and Roberts
said that only one Unit | manager
who had any connecton with the
Unit 2 accident is still involved
with Unit | now. They said Mi-
chael Ross, manager of Unit | op-

the past.” But he voted against the
order because much of the com-
mission's consideration of the Unit
| decision has been In private
meetings.

The public “would accept and
understand” an NRC decision if
"all information™ was on the pub-
lic record. Bernthal said.

About 40 Harrisburg-area resi-
dents opposed to the restart at-
tended yesterday's 90-minute ses-
sion, and some of them Interrupted
the proceedings with applause for
Asselstine's criticism of the restart
procedure, Impromptu statements
and a brief demonstration.

Nine of the residents sporting
T-shirts baring the letters spelling
“NO RESTART" lined up at the
side of the room during the discus-
sion.

“We cannot proceed with a
demonstration. ... We must con-
duct the meeting with decorum.

. Please take your seats or go to
the back of the room,"” a visibly
irritated Palladino said.

When the demonstrators
refused, Palladino recessed the
meeting for 10 minutes. The line,
who later sat down allowing the
commission to resume, were
Frances Skolnick, Mary Osborn,
Frank Davis, Monique Ullom, Sean
Downey, Betsy Epstein, Janine Ul-
lom, Barbara N. Misicko and Joan
M. Bellezza.

Because negotiations between
commissioners continued right up
until meeting time, a finished copy
of yesterday's order was not avail-
able. But according to a brief sum-
mary provided by NRC spokesmen
and the Incomplete commission
discussion, the order:

— Finds that the licensing
board should issue its decisions on
the GPU Nuclear Corp, training
program at Unit J and accident

See RESTART—tags B4

“While I can appreciate and re-
spect the position of my collegues.
who beljeve no further hearings
... are either required or appropri-
ate, | believe that the path they
have chosen is unwise and ill-
advised," Bemthal said.

Asselstine and Bemthal want
more exhaustive hearings before
the TMI Unit | decision is made:

— On TMI Unit 2 and Unit |
falsification of coolant water leak
rates In 1978-79.

— On why the NRC staff has
changed its mind twice about the
management competance of GPU
Nuclear Corp, to operate Unit 1.

erations. had been shown not to
have had any connection with leak
rate falsifications at Unit 2.

Asselstine says further hear-
ings on the falsification Issue
should be held before a Unit | deci-
sion In order to determine whether
high officials of General Public
Utilities Corp., the TMI parent
company, had any knowledge of
the infractions.
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Clash generates
KeStart-Plenty <f

communications during the Unit 2
accident. No further hearings will
bekeld.

Palladino and Zech said the
training decision was most import-
ant, but the question of waiting on
it will be answered in the second
NRC order to come in several
weeks.

— Substitutes for the hearings
that were to be held on Unit 2 leak
rate falsification “a new proceed-
ing to consider what action to take
concerning those individuals possi-
bly involved.” The order separates
the leak rate episodes from the re-
start decision.

William G. Kuhns, board chair-
man of GPU Nuclear's parent com-
pany of General Public Utilities
Corp., GPU President Herman
Dieckamp and TMI Unit | mana-
ger of operations, Michael Ross,
will not be subjects of the inquiry.

-Palladino said the three had
been cleared last year by the
NRCs Office of Investigations and
byformer U.S. Attorney David
Dart Queen. Queen guided a grand
jury Investigation which led to
Metropolitan Edison Co. pleading
guilty to one count of criminal
misconduct and no contest to six
-others in the leak rate case.

— Entitles Charles Husted to
request a hearing the commission
said he should have had before an
NRC appeals board ruled Husted
could not hold a supervisory job
related to operator training at
TMI. Husted was accused of test
cheating (but never formally
found to have cheated) in 1981 and
of not cooperating with NRC in-
vestigators.

— Requires that no pre-Unit 2
accident supervisory personnel be
employed in key positions at Unit
| without specific NRC approval.

— Orders GPU Nuclear to keep
a three-member Nuclear Safety
and Compliance Committee It has
installed within In its board of di-
rectors.

"*““Asselstine said new hearings
should have been ordered by now
on:

— Leak rate rigging at Unit |,
which NRC investigators and a
GPU Nuclear consultant have
claimed was so random and mini-
mal that no misconduct was in-
volved.

] — Management's role in har-
rassment of former senior engi-
neer Richard Parks.

By MICK 100D
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — When Iti
critics get tough, GPU Nuclear
Corp, can get going, too

Smarting over comments nude
last week by anti-nuclear attorney
Joanne Doroshow about GPU Nu-
clear's testing and repair of TMI's
Tjnlt | steam generators, utility
tisokeswoman Lisa Robinson Mid:
'‘Avhen anyone makee such scurri-
lous comments, we want to have a
chance to respond "

Doroshow. who represents
Throe Mlle Island Alert In the Unit
1 restart case, had said the utility's
propoul not to plug certain worn
tubes In the plant steam generators
meant GPU Nuclear "Is In deep
trouble.” She accuMd GPU Nucle-
ar of “getting desperate."

"TO ASSUME we’re proposing
anything unsafe Is nonsenM.
Robinson said. “We are uelng
stato-of-the-art steam generator
technology. It's another Instance
of fear-morni§edng-and an effort te
frighten thépublic. It's done by an
organization that has an ulterior!
motive of wanting to Mock the re-
start of Unit I."*

It was one of the sharpest re-
bukes the utility has issued in reac-
tion to restart criticism.

With the NRC showing every
sign of wanting to settle the re-
start question this spring — six
years after the accident that crip-
pled TMI Unit 2 and stilled Unit |
until safety changes could be made,
—.handling of the steam generator
repairs Is a sensitive area.

The NRC staff will decide, per-
haps yet this month, whether to
approve the technical specification
change or whether the proposal
constitutes a license amendment
requiring a time-consuming ulety
hearing.

CURRENT BPECIFICATIONS
require GPU Nuclear to plug (take
out of service) generator tubes
with cracks or pits penetrating 40
percent or more through the tube
walls. The utility said microscopic
pits caused by metal fragments are
the only defects showing up now.

As long as that kind of "degra-
dation" stretches less than one-
eighth around a tube circumfer-
ence.- the requirement should be
loosened to allow 70 percent wear
of the tube wall without plugging

If approved, the change would
spare GRU Nuclear the task of
plugging about 200 tubes and per-
haps hundreds more in the future.
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Governor wants ban
* on TMI hearings lifted

. WASHINGTON — Pennsylvania Gov. Dick Thornburgh yesterday
said the Nuclear Regulatory Commission order ending further Three Mile
Island Unit | safety hearings should be "reconsidered and reversed."

The NRC action set up machinery that could allow a restart vote in
March or April, a prospect opposed by Thornburgh. Pennsylvania Sens.
John Heinz and Arlen Specter, and area congressmen.

““I continue to oppose the scheduling of any Unit | restart vote until
the NRC has satisfactorily resolved the safety issues raised on numerous
occasions by this administration and by other parties as well.” the gover-

npr said in a statement

Thornburgh called it “inconceivable” that Pennsylvanians would
believe their safety was ensured if the NRC "separates issues of restart

safety from the restart decision itself."

If that is the effect of yesterday's action, “it should be reconsidered

and reversed.”

The commission's order precluded hearings on cooling water leak
rate falsification at TMI Unit 2 that an NRC licensing board had planned
to hold later this spring. An NRC appeals board in Washington had

ordered the hearing be held in May 1984.

Last August. Thornburgh included the leak rate hearings on a list of
conditions he would put on allowing a Unit | restart vote.

In place of the hearings, the NRC said it would institute a new. but
undescribed proceeding that would examine the conduct of individual
Unit 2 utility employees during the 1978-79 record falsification episodes.
The Inquiry into individuals' conduct would be separated from any Unit |

restart vote.



k By CHUCK MUIR
1 Staff Writer
T A federal judge, in a precedent-
s*\»ng decision, has ruled that
punitivetiamages can be sought by
people alleging persona! injuries as
a result of the 1979 nuclear acci-
dent at Three Mile Island
Judge Sylvia H. Rambo’s opin-
ion expands the liability of nuclear
plant operators under the federal
Price-Anderson Act to include
more than damages for actual loss-
es such as medical expenses.
General Public Utilities Corp.,
Metropolitan Edison Co. and other

Ruling
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time of Silkwood’s exposure in
1974.

In reviewing the Atomic Ener-
gy Act as It pertained to the Silk-
wood case, the Supreme Court ma-
jority “interpreted" the legislative
history of Price-Anderson amend-
ments to “permit the recovery of
punitive damages," Rambo noted.

Were it not for the Silkwood
decision, Rambo said she might
have agreed with the TMI defend-
ants that they were not liable for
punitive damages under Price-An-
derson. She said she cannot ignore
the clear Implications of the Su-
preme Court decision.

Her ruling, issued late Tues-
day, wilt bear on those suits that
do go to trial, and possibly, to Borne
degree, on settlement negotiations
that obviously are taking place. It

-£hc patriot, HarfisDufg, Pa.. Thursday.february Id, 1985

TMI punitive-damage
suits allowed by judge

defendants in the TMI suits had
argued that their exposure under
the act was limited to such actual
loss — compensatory damages.

Price-Anderson created a $560
million insurance fund — un-
derwritten by nuclear utilities —
to compensate nuclear accident
victims, but the intent of Congress
was fuzzy on whether that includ-
ed punitive awards.

Punitive damages are intended
to punish defendants for outra-
geous conduct and to deter others
from doing the same.

Rambo found the basis for her

would not affect about $4 million
in settlements recently approved
by Dauphin County Court.

Her decision, which opens the
door for plaintiffs to seek more

than actual losses, Is not a voucher
to collect punitive damages. They
still will have to prove at trial that
the defendants acted with wanton
and reckless disregard for public

safety.
All damages,

exceeded the fund.

In a related matter, Rambo has
signaled her Intent to comply with

an appellate court decision by

transferring or remanding 27 per-
sonal injury suits, involving an un-
known number of plaintiffs, to

EXx-operator

at TMI

fined

for cheating

By CHUCK MUIR
Staff Writer

A federal judge yesterday as-
sured James R. Floyd that he
would not be the "scapegoat" for
problems at Three Mile Island,
then fined him $2,000 for criminal
conduct as a TMI senior plant op-
erator.

A jury convicted Floyd in No-
vember on charges stemming from
his cheating on tests in 1979 to re-
qualify as a TMI operator. He is
the first person nationwide to be
prosecuted for criminal offenses at
a nuclear facility.

Judge Sylvia Rambo did not re-
spond to what seemed a request by
U.S. Attorney James West for a
harsher penalty — one that would
be an “adequate deterrent" for
other nuclear operators.

Rambo said the “severe conse-
quences" of Floyd's ruined career
as a nuclear engineer were “per-
haps" the "most appropriate pen-
alty in this case." His conviction
already has cost him a job.

His prosecution alone has been
a "deterrent" to him and others in
the nuclear field, she said.

Rambo ordered Floyd to serve
two years’ probation and to pro-
vide 400 hours of community ser-
vice work to those whose lives
were affected by the TMI-2 acci-
dent five years ago.

Floyd, who left TMI in April
1983, lost a nuclear consultant job
in Arkansas after being found
guilty on two counts of submitting
false statements to the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.

He was supervisor of opera-
tions at TMI-2, in overall charge of
keeping the crippled plant as un-
der control as possible, when the
cheating incident occurred in the
summer of 1979.

Defense counsel William J.
Fulton said it not been decided
whether to appeal the conviction.
He claims that Floyd wasn't alone
in cheating, and was singled out
for prosecution as a manager who
did what he did in plain view of his
superiors.

Commenting on sentencing
factors, Rambo said it became “ev-
ident" during trial that "more re-
sponsible action by others may
have prevented this prosecution.”
She did not elaborate.

West, interviewed later, said
the sentence was "appropriate.”
He had appeared to be pressing for
a tougher penalty. He stressed to
the court that Floyd had cheated
on matters dealing with public

James R. Floyd
Fined $2,000, put on probation

safety and “safe operation" of
T™ML

Floyd, 48, faced maximum
penalties of 10 years in prison and
fines of $20,000 on the two counts
for which he was found guilty.

Fulton argued that Floyd's case
already had delivered an industry-
wide warning. It has been widely
publicized in trade journals. "The
word is out,” he said.

Fulton also observed that the
NRC recently proposed amending
regulations to make it clearer that
operator cheating might be treated
as a crime. He said Floyd was not

‘aware of that In 1979.

Outside the courtroom, Fulton
said it also was never clear under
TMfs internal rules that Floyd
could not get help to complete a

take-home exam. Floyd used an-

swers from another operator, un-
beknownst to that person, to com-
plete such an exam.

Before the court and later, Ful-

ton again noted that other opera-
tors apparently have cheated on

monitored exams and have not
been prosecuted. He said the NRC
regulation change appears
prompted by a half-dozen reports
of operator cheating at TMI.

A federal grand jury reported-
ly is probing TMI operator cheat-
ing in 1981. West declined to con-
firm or deny that.

Floyd was a big and easy tar-
get, Fulton said, because he was
part of management and candidly-
admitted what he did.

compensatory
and punitive, could not exceed the
$560 million fund set up under
Price-Anderson, and actual losses
would be given precedence in the
unlikely event total awards ever

opinion in a US. Supreme Court
decision a year ago that upheld a
$10 million damage award to the
estate of Karen Silkwood Her
contamination as a plutonium
plant worker in Oklahoma was
featured in the hit motion picture
"Silkwood "

TMI defendants argued that
the Silkwood case did not pertain
to them because it was not filed
under the Price-Anderson Act. and
the Kerr-McGee plutonium facility
was not covered by the act at the

See RULING—Page A2
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state court* la Dauphin, Adams
and Lancaster Mntlea.

The partie*, Involved have 20
days in which to show why that
should not be done In light of a 3rd
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals deci-
sion denying the district court Ju-
risdiction over those cases.

Rambo ha* declared that she la
retaining jurisdiction over 25 suits
of multiple plaintiffs. Those cases
were unaffected by the circuit
court’s ruling.

The appellate court denied fed-
eral jurisdiction over suits begun
after April 16,1980 — the date the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
decided that the TMI accident was
not an extraordinary nuclear oc-
currence. ,

It was so labeled before then,
and suits filed prior to the NRC
decision are properly before the

"York Dolly Rjsprd < Thurotyy,
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?/pPair file suit over

By HARRY McLAUGHLIN
York Bureau

* YORK — William Peters and
kjt wile, Darla, say they have gone
through agony since the Three
Mlle Island accident on March z»,
1<79. No day goes by, they say,
that they aren't reminded of the
accident.
The couple, who live at 432 Big
Springs Road in Fairview Twp..
have filed a suit in York County
Court, claiming damages due to
Kraonal injuries, against General

italic Utilities Corp., Metropoli-
tan Edison Co., Babcock and Wil-
cox Co., and others associated
with management of TMI or con-

diotrict court under provisions if
the Price-Anderson Act

Some due to be remanded or
transferred may have been Includ-
ed in approved settlements.

Twenty-five suits would go So
Dauphin County Court, while
county courts In Lancaster and
Adams counties would get one
each — both Involving alleged
tourism losses.

Rambo yesterday dismissed
four other TMI personal injury
suits at the request of counsel for
plaintiffs and defendants. It would
appear settlements have been
reached in those cases.

The insurance companies that
underwrote the settlements al-
ready approved in Dauphin Coun-
ty Court predict that a "great ma-
jority" of the 300 personal injury
claims will be settled.

*le WV

struction of Unit | and the dam-
aged Unit 2

The preliminary suit document
is on file at the York County pro-
thonotary’s office.

“My wife and | were both
burned by radiation and we both,
had blisters resulting from it."
Peters said igan interview.

Peters. 48, said he and his wife.
44, can support the "burn-blisters"
claims with medical documenta-
tion, but refused to identify exam-
ining doctors.

He said there was "a radiation
plume overhead" after the acci-

nt.
“[The plume] and its radiation

suing,, 1INL

S.uit seeks
$7 million

from TMI

By MICHAEL ARGENTO
Oarly Rftord staff wriitr

The parents of a 7-year-old
Etters girl with leukemia have
filed a $7 million suit claiming
that their daughter’s illness was
caused by radiation released dur-
ing the Three Mile Island
accident.

The suit, filed by James T. and
Teresa Brannon, of Etters RD 2,
is one of hundreds that have been
filed since the March 1979 acci-
dentat TMI.

‘INna one-page document filed in
Dauphin County Common Plea™-
Court, the Brannons charge that
their daughter, Jennifer, devel-
oped leukemia because of radia-
tion released during the accident.

Miss Brannon was diagnosed as
having the blood disease in Febru-
ary 1983, according to the
document. . s

Defendants in the suit include
plant owner General Public Utili-
ties Corp, and plant manufacturer
Babcock & Wilcox Corp.

Details of the Brannon’s claim
were not available. The one-page
document filed with the court
merely names those involved in
the suit and the amount of money
sought.

Brannon refused to comment,
referring questions to his
attorney.

His attorney, Dusan Bratic,
who practices in Dillsburg and has
been active in other litigation sur-
rounding TMI, said a complaint
detailing the suit’s charges will be
filed in about a month.
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ny's $4 billion claim because of a
well-established exception to dam-
age suits against federal regulato-
ry agencies.

Such agencies are exempt from
paying damages, even If negligent,
when they are carrying out "dis-
cretionary functions," such as re-
gulating nuclear plant safety, the
3rd Circuit Court of Appeals In

-glie Patriot, Harrisburg.

not only injured us, but it killed
animals, birds and vegetation,”
Peters said.

Why did the couple wait so
long to file a suit against GPU and
the others?

“I'm not sure how 1 can an-
swer the question. We thought
about It for a long time, and last
year we decided we should try to
recoup losses we suffered by the
accident and injuries," Peters said.

They hired attorney Joseph F.
Roda of Lancaster, who refused to
discuss his clients' case with a re-
porter. Between two separate in-

terviews (one by telephone and
one in person) with the coupie,
Roda advised them not to talk
about the case with anyone

“There's so much to say about
what happened to us and others
because of the TMI accident, but
our attorney said we shouldn't dis-
cuss the details." Peters said.

The couple did talk about some
of their experiences, in an earlier
interview with ABC-TV, which
Peters said will be part of a docu-
mentary on nuclear energy to be
shown nationally in June

“"We [he and his wife] are not
part of any anti-nuke group and
we are not anti-nukes." Peters
said. They do oppose the reopening
of TMI. though.

Peters is a former justice of the
peace. He had been a professional
car racer and sold race cars and
other vehicles He also operated an
automobile body shop, but Is now
in semiretirement.

Pa.. Wednesday, February 20,1985

GPU loses bid

to sue
for $4

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — General
Public Utilities Corp, lost one case
and suffered a setback In another
when the U.S. Supreme Court yes-
terday refused to hear two Three
Mile Island-related petitions.

The Parsippany, N.J., holding
company clearly lost when the
high court let stand lower court
rulings that GPU could not sue the
federal government for damages
arising from the TMI Unit 2 acci-
dent in Londonderry Twp. in
March 1979. GPU had sought $4
billion for the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission's alleged negligence
before the accident.

“We pursued the case to Its ul-
timate conclusion,” said Gary
Plummer. GPU media relations di-
rector. "The Supreme Court has
ruled. The matter Is closed."

In the other case, GPU. it* utili-
ty subsidiaries and contractors had
said ratepayers seeking to recover
bill increases for replacement
power and Unit 2 cleanup coats
should petition In federal courts.
But the Supreme Court let stand a
lower court decisiap saying th*
ratepayers belong la Pennsylvania
courts.

The ratepayers who sued an
cyslomer*-<X GPU . aul*ppte*

Philadelphia ruled last year.

The Supreme Court refused to
consider GPU's challenge of the
exemption.

Jeffrey Axelrad, head of the
tort claims branch of the Justice
Department, has called the money
award sought by GPU the largest
of its kind against a government
agency.

GPU claimed that because
NRC officials failed to pass on in-

U.S.
billion

Metropolitan Edison Co. and Penn-
sylvania Electric Co. in Pennsylva-
nia. and Jersey Central Power &
Light Co. In New Jersey. Arnold
Levin, a Philadelphia lawyer, esti-
mated he represented “at least
100.000" ratepayers in both states.

GPU lawyers argued that acci-
dent-related increases in rates
would be more than $1 billion.
Such claims should be pursued in
federal courts under the federal
Price-Anderson Act, they said.

Levin said in a brief that his
clients sought “only those dam-
ages tor increased utility rates
which were directly attributable
to the negligence and culpability
of the defendants and which have
been passed on by regulatory
agencies to the ratepaying public.
Such a contention could be capably
settled in state courts. Levin said.

In an interview yesterday,
Levin said the $1 blllion-plus esti-
mate was “used to scare the
court." Levin expects the cases to
be remanded to a state court, prob-
ably in Dauphin County, the coun-
ty of jurisdiction.

A GPU spokesman in Parsippa-
my did not comment on the rate-
payer ruling.

In the other case, a lower court
had refusedjo consider the compa-

formation about a near-accldent in
,1977 at the Davis-Besse nuclear
plant in Ohio, the agency was
negligent. Had GPU's Metropoli-
tan Edison personnel at TMI Unit 2
been aware of the Davis-Besse in-
cident Involving a stuck-open coo-
lant valve, they would have been
able to prevent the TMI accident,
the company said.
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PUC to investigate Met-Ed rate-hike requests

G PU WantS gpu uses full-page ads

to fight Inquirer series

generator

Met-Ed's request for $27.5 mil-
lion in annual net earnings would
raise monthly bills of an average
customer who uses 500 kilowatt
hours of electricity from $47.13 to
$51.82 — an increase of about 10
percent.

Met-Ed officials said about $7
million of the request is for depre-
ciation of Unit | at the Three Mile
Island nuclear power plant while
another $15 million is for improv-
ing the reliability and efficiency of
the Titus and Portland coal-fired
generating stations.

The remainder is to meet high-
er operating expenses.

As in previous filings, Met-Ed
is including rate changes related to
the restart of TMI Unit I. Howev-
er. those changes — previously ap-
proved the PUC — would go into
effect only when the unit is re-
turned to operation.

With Unit | in operation, base
rates would be allowed to rise by
$23.6 million but the energy cost
rate would drop by $80.4 million,

meaning a net monthly savings of
$3.83 for the average customer.

Met-Ed serves about 380,000
customers in 14 Pennsylvania
counties.
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‘Concerned Scientists’ give NRC 10th

anniversary blast

to cases.

But in reference to the Three
Mile Island Unit | restart case,
Weiss said NRC inefficiency or
machinery was not the issue.
Rather, she said, the fault was that
a majority of the commission
“never seriously considered saying
‘do"™ to renewing the operating
license of Unit | operator GPU Nu-
clear.”

“"Every time the decision be-
came ripe and It appeared the an-
swer should be 'no,’ the commis-
sion backed away from a
decision,” Weiss said.

Pollard said the commission la
supported by a staff “who are the
very same people who hid safety
problems from the public” at the
NRC’s predecessor agency, the
Atomic Energy Commission. Ste-
ven Sholly, a Pennsylvanian who
works at UCS, noted that Palladi-

-Chr patriot, Harrisburg, Pa., Tuesday, March 5,1985

rules eased

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — GPU Nu-
clear Corp, has asked the govern-
ment to let it test and later operate
steam generators at Three Mile Is-
land Unit | without plugging hun-
dreds of worn generator tubes as
plant technical specifications re-
quire.

GPU's request for Nuclear
Regulatory Commission approval
apparently constitutes a policy
change. Late in November GPU

o
Nuclear had said it would plug all

O generator tubes found to be defec-
tive after further testing.

J3- GPU Nuclear first discussed a

less restrictive plugging standard
with the-NRC technical staff three
weeks ago, but it did not notify the
commission or parties to the TMI
Unit | restart case. The NRC staff,
which hopes to decide on the GPU
Nuclear request by April, began
alerting the commission and par-
ties involved yesterday.

The GPU plan suggests the two
Unit | generators still pose thorny
safety problems for the restart of
Unit | at the Londonderry Twp.
nuclear plant and the potential for
less than efficient operation if the
NRC eventually approves restart.

"It indicates GPU is in deep
trouble over these generators,l'
said attorney Joanne Doroshow of
TMI Alert Inc., which is the inter-
vening party that has specialized
in the generator issue. "It seems to
me they’re getting desperate.”

Doroshow said the utility's
proposal is more than a technical
specification change that can be
left to the NRC staff to pass on.

She plans to request a hearing on
the basis that safety issues in-
volved require a change in GPU
Nuclear's operating license.

The company contends that re-
current tube defects found during
periodic testing are under control
in the generators, which function
as radiators to circulate water to
cool the reactor’s primary system

GPU Nuclear President Philip
R. Clark described in general
terms the company's proposal in
written testimony submitted to the
Public Utility Commission early
last month. The PUC is consider-
ing a rate increase request from
Metropolitan Edison Co. and Penn-
sylvania Electric Co., which own
TMI Unit 1 along with Jersey Cen-
tral Power & Light.

Harley Silver, NRC project
manager for TMI Unit | steam
generators, said if GPU Nuclear’s
proposal is approved, “It would be
precedent-setting for all plants”
because it would allow less plugg-
ing of certain kinds of worn gener-
ator tubes.

Each generator contains
15,531 tubes that are 56 inches
long awd 0.034 of an Inch thick
The question is how thick the tube
walls should be to guard against
ruptures or leaks — the types of
multiple failures that could cause a
nuclear plant accident.

GPU Nuclear spent $40 million
on a controversial method of re-
pairing the tubes after massive
chemical corrosion was discovered
in 1981. On several occasions since
then — the latest in November
1984 — the company has discov-

See TMI—Page A2

no had sent an anniversary memo-
randum around to NRC personnel*
that pointed out that two-thirds of
those atthe NRC In 1975
are st

The UCS report breaks down
Its analysis of the NRC by alleging
shortcomings In resolving safety
issues, allowing public participa-
tion, enforcing regulations and
keeping an arm'’s length from the
nuclear Industry.

According To UCS, one of sev-
eral TMi-related shortcomings at
the NRC is the agency’s handling
of steam generator repairs at TMI
Unit 1.

The NRC allowed Unit | gen-
erator leak repairs to proceed
without approval of an amend-

ment and without hearings, even .

though its staff once recommend-
ed a license change approval *

The operators of Three Mile Is-
land have attacked the factual con-
tent of a Philadelphia Inquirer se-
ries on the cleanup of the damaged
Unit 2 reactor in a two-page ad-
vertisement in today's Patriot and
Evening News.

The advertisement, run by
GPU Nuclear Corp., contains facts
which, the company claims. In-
quirer reporters “ignored" during
a 21-month probe The series ran
Feb. 10-12.

William L. Gifford. GPU's vice
president for communications,
said the advertisement presents
the company's view that the series
was “badly distorted and ignored
big chunks of factual informa-
tion.” Gifford said “the net effect
was a false portrayal of the TMI-2
cleanup as a callous, futile ex-
ercise.”

The ad. entitled "Here's Some
Of What Was Left Out." focuses
on 12 areas where the company
claims the Inquirer's reporting
"was selectively distorted.”

The ad. which cost GPU stock-
holders $95,000, will run in a total
of 11 Pennsylvania newspapers. It
ran Sunday in the Inquirer.

Gifford said GPU cooperated
fully with the reporters, granted
them “lengthy" interviews with
cleanup officials, gave them com-
pany documents and opened up
Unit 2 for their review.

However. Gifford said, the
company's “views and explana-
tions" were presented in "so sum-
mary a fashion as to be virtually
disregarded.”

"Most people wouldn’t spot the
distortions in the Inquirer series.”
Gifford said. "The advertisement,
is a means of giving them a fuller
sense bf the facts an the TMI-2
cleanup.”

The segments of the story at-
tacked by GPU include: the Inquir-
er’s stress on radiation without re-
porting the low actual worker
doses involved; that skin contami-
nations at Unit 2 are neither “rou-
tine" nor dangerous; and the credi-
bility of Inquirer sources quoted in
the story.

* k]
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TMTs problems demand
extraordinary response

assert that as many as 50 workers may
die because of TMI, and genetic prob-
lems may haunt porkers' offspring.

The fact of such disparate assess-
ment of the final human toll of the TMI
accident says more about the need for
extreme caution than any statistic.

The most dangerous aspect of the
cleanup is scheduled to begin this
summer: removal of the damaged reac-
tor fuel. The numerous worker expo-
sures to radiation recorded to date —
with a few exceptions — have not
involved the deadliest of the radioac-
tive debris or the most complex of the
cleanup tasks. That awaits the workers
this summer.

Today in Washington the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission is scheduled
to take a vote on the future of the
Three Mile Island Unit 1 reactor. As a
measure of the complexity of the en-
tire TMI matter, and the Byzantine
manner in whi*h it has been handled
administratively, today's scheduled ac-
tion is supposed to be a vote on wheth-
er to vote to restart Unit 1, idle since
the 1979 accident at TMI Unit 2.

The commission has several op-
tions, including postponing any action,
as happened the last time a vote-on-
the-vote question was scheduled. But
basically, the choices before the com-
missioners are (1) to wait for the com-
pletion of all the safety investigations
it ordered before determining wheth-
er Unit 1 can be operated again, or (2)
to authorize Unit | s restart before the
oufctanding questions are resolved.

If the NRC decides to proceed with
the restart vote, it would be conceding
what many already believe: that the
TMI inquiry is a waste of time, a public-
relations ploy that, in the final analy-

-sis, is meaningless. If the results of the
safety investigations have no bearing
on the NRC decision, why were they
undertaken?

GPU Nuclear, the utility that oper-
ates TMI, maintains it has corrected
.the deficiencies that led to the 1979
accident. The company maintains it
has brought in new management that
better understands the process — and
the inherent dangers — of generating
electricity from the atom.

Those contentions are open to seri-
ous question. Nothing substantive ap-
pears to have changed at TMI. And
responsibility for that rests squarely
with the NRC.

On Sunday, Monday and yesterday,
The Inquirer published a series of arti-
cles detailing the cleanup efforts at
TMI Unit 2. That series, written by
Susan FitzGerald and Jim Detjen, doc-
umented gross negligence by those re-
sponsible for ridding the reactor of its
deadly contamination. It described a
cleanup operation in which safety has
such a low priority that hundreds of
workers have needlessly been exposed
to radioactive contamination.

The series documents more than
that: It provides overwhelming evi-
dence that the same mindset that led
to the 1979 accident prevails at TMI
today. Those responsible for regulat-
ing nuclear power and for protecting
the public from its hazards fail to
recognize that even very low levels of
radiation can be dangerous and, as a
‘result, every activity in a nuclear plant
demands extraordinary precaution.
Such a commitment to safety does not
exist at TMI or the NRC.

TMI officials assert the current
cleanup operation is no different from

In the aftermath of the TMI acci-
dent. a special .presidential commIs
Sion was formed to investigate the
events and the adequacy of NRC regu-
lation. A similar, extraordinary re-
sponse to operations at TMI is warrant-
ed again.

That should be apparent to every-
one concerned with the future of nu-
clear energy in this nation — those
who believe It must be developed as
well as those who oppose it. If the atom
is to be an accepted energy source, it
must be managed as the dangerous
thing it is. The FttzGerald-Detyen se-
ries revealed that such caution and
care are lacking at Three Mile Island.

Given this record, can the NRC pos-
sibly render a decision in the TMI
matter that will be accepted by the
public? The mere fact that the commis-
sioners might vote on restarting Unit |
before having all the evidence at hand
should dispel any doubts In that re-
gard. The fact also that the NRC admin-
istrative law judge hearing the Unit 1
case wrote a letter on behalf of a GPU
employee convicted of cheating on an
NRC licensing exam makes the need
for an independent fact-finder and de-
cision-maker even more compelling.

Anything less would only ensure
that the lawsuits and public protests
over TMI will mount, delaying any
prompt cleanup.

There must be one other response
to the situation at TMI. At present, no
records are maintained about radia-
tion exposures after workers leave
TMI. GPU officials have opposed the
creation of such a registry, and the
NRC has not insisted on It. The lack of
such a record will, in fact, ensure that
no one will ever know the final conse-
quences of the accident. And that in-
jured workers will be denied benefits
due them.

The National Institute of Occupa-
tional Safety and Health should under-
take an immediate survey of workers
at TMI and attempt to trace those who
have left to develop a registry for the

From Page Al

ered more cracks and dents requir-
ing the plugging of hundreds of
tubes In both generators.

Under technical specifications
developed a decade ago, the utility
is required to plug, or lake out of
service, any tube that has circum-
ferential cracks that thin the tube
wall more than 40 percent. GPU
Nuclear has proposed to the NRC
that plugging not be required
where degradation up to 70 per-
cent has occurred for cracks or
pits less than one-eighth of the cir-
cumference of the tube.

Clark told the PUC the
"revised criteria" would allow the
company to plug 103 out of 327
tubes discovered since November
"to have greater than 40 percent
through-wall indications of mate-
rial degradation.” That also would
apply to such defects In the future.

GPU Nuclear spokeswoman
Lisa Robinson said most of the
tube degradation being discovered
involves “tiny pin holes" caused
by "metal grains from previously
existing defects."

Robinson said, and the NRC's
Silver confirmed, that ““bubble”
and "drip" tests this week have
shown “no further degradation.”
Those tests are less rigorous than
the "eddy current” testing that de-
tected the 327 defective tubes in

November.

The company also has pro-
posed that non-nuclear, hot func-
tional testing be done as soon as
possible under the new plugging
rules. But new eddy current tests
would not be conducted until from
three to six months after Unit |
restart is approved, if it is ap-
proved.

Silver, while saying the revi-
sion would be "significant,” added
that GPU Nuclear "may be right
when they argue their criteria
would allow deeper, shorter de-
fects that are no worse than shal-
lower, circumferential defects.”

In answer to written questions
from the Patriot-News. Robinson
said on Feb. 6 that “The NRC has
been made fully aware of the sta-
tus of the TMI-1 steam generators
by both written and verbal re-
ports. The defect indications ob-
served in late November are indic-
ative of small defects which do not
pose a safety hazard "

She said this week that 1,009
tubes in the “A" generator and 300
tubes in the “B" generator have
been plugged due to defects. Clark
told the PUC that as a practical
matter, GPU Nuclear might have
to operate Unit | at less than ca-
pacity if 3,000 tubes — no more
than 2,250 In one generator — had
to be plugged

Robinson said there is no spe-
cific limit of tube pluggings at
which the NRC would deny restart
of Unit I.

NRC inspector Richard Conte
in the agency’s Unit | office in
Middletown confirmed that, but
said, “The NRC's safety concern is
that with the additional blocking
of tubes, you’re going to lessen the
reactor coolant system flow of wa-
ter in the reactor.”

While the NRC pursues the
safety aspects. Clark was asked
during the Met-Ed rate-making
Eroceeding for economic reasons
y the Pennsylvania office of Con-
sumer Advocate.

Assistant Consumer Advocate
Scott J. Rubin said his office want-
ed to know whether GPU Nuclear
was attempting to recover TMI
Unit | generator repair costs from
ratepayers. The company is not,
Rubin learned.

He said GPU Nuclear is wait-
ing to see if insurance will pick up
the tab. If it doe? not, the consum-
er office would want to guard
against any attempt to charge the
costs to ratepayers, Rubin said.

Beyond that, if the tube plugg-
ing eventually affects plant capac-
ity of Unit | if itis restarted, Rubin
said that could reduce rate savings
<n customers.

“normal industrial work" and is "not
considered hazardous as such.” That
attitude has set the tone for an opera-
tion in which workers are denied ade-
quate protective equipment, in which
safety concerns among workers are
squelched and tn which those protest-
ing unsafe practices are subject to ha-
rassment and retribution.
Other estimates of the health haz-
3 ards are quite different from GPUr's.
The NRC estimates that between two
and six workers will die of cancer as a
result of their exposures. Some of the
nation's foremost radiological experts

future. That would be an Invaluable
record for everyone.

The NRC has demonstrated itself
Incapable of ensuring that the cleanup
will be conducted safely, and that the
well-being of those working in and
living near the plant is being protect-
ed. The situation at TMI today requires
Immediate and extraordinary re-
sponse on the part of those In govern-
ment charged with safeguarding the
public Interest. Deciding the future of
TMI must not be left with the NRC.

Patriot, Hirrtrtrg. h.. Trndif. Hard 5,1SI-

« SKIN CONTAMINATIONS — NOT ROUTINE, NOR DANGEROUS —
Skin contamination typically occurs when radioactive material penetrates protective
clothing and adheres to a worker’s skin. As we told The Inquirer’s reporters; there
were 593 instances of skin contamination at TMI-2 since the 1979 accident through
1984. They account for the hundreds of workers The Inquirer said ““have routinely
become contaminated with radioactive materials" during the cleanup. Skin contamina-
tions, however, are not routine at TMI-2. Their frequency has been only one for every
1,000 personhours of work in contaminated areas, less than at most operating nuclear
plants.

And the contamination is not dangerous. It normally is washed off with soap
and water. Typical doses are less than one millirem to a small portion of skin. In
its 1980 report, the National Academy of Science’s Committee on the Biological Ef-
fects of lonizing Radiation (the BEIR Committee) found no skin-cancer deaths in
radiotherapy doses one million or more times higher. Most skin contaminations could
be prevented by extra layers of plastic clothing. But that would increase a worker’s
susceptibility to heat stress, which our independent Safety Advisory Board and other
experts agree is a greater hazard than skin contamination. The Inquirer didn’t tell

you that.
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Middletown remains
concerned by TMI

By PETER KELLEY
Staff Writer

Worries caused by the accident
at Three Mile Island linger years
later, two local college professors
have found from a survey of Mid-
dietown residents.

Their findings agree with the
1982 work here of another
researcher. Andrew Baum, a
Bethesda. Md.. health psycholo-
gist. He suggested that psychologi-
cal effects last longer after man-
made disasters involving pollution
than that from natural disasters in
which the danger passes.

Many residents feel they lack
control over their lives, the profes-
sors told 40 colleagues and stu-
dents yesterday at Pennsylvania
State University’s Capitol Campus.
And half say they have lost faith in
“experts” they once trusted to
make complex decisions on their
behalf.

“There was a poignancy to
their recollections of the accident
that led me to think something
more had happened, like a pro-
found jarring of their world view,"
said Dr. Sandra Prince-Embury, a
Capitol Campus psychologist and
one of the researchers.

"It was a loss of a sense of con-
trol, a loss of one's basic sense of
invulnerability that was an im-
portant part of pre-disaster cop-
ing," she recalled from the survey,
done in the spring and summer of
1983, four years after the accident.

Her prescription: A unique
adult education course that on 12
Thursday nights would bring to-
gether leading researchers on radi-
ation. cancer and public health so
anyone could ask them questions.

The course is scheduled to start
free of charge at 7 p.m. Feb. 28 in
the multipurpose room at Capitol
Campus. But Prince-Embury still
doesn't know if it will come off —
the funding’has been held up by
objections to some of her more
controversial speakers.

Prince-Embry has asked for
$18,900 from the TMI Public
Health Fund to pay for videotap-
ing, speakers’ fees, travel expenses
and administrative costs.

The objections came from Phil-
adelphia lawyers, representing in-
surance companies that spent $5
million to settle claims by setting
up the fundin 1981.

Under the rules, lawyers for
the insurance companies and the
people whose lawsuits led to the
fund get to comment on how the
money is spent.

The final decision belongs to
U.S. Middle District Judge Sylvia
Rambo, in whose court the fund
was arranged.

On Jan. 29. Rambo wrote
Prince-Embury that she had not
ordered funding yet because “an-
other impediment” had come up:
The lawyers’ “strong objections.”

Alfred Wilcox of Philadelphia,
who represents the insurance com-
panies, explained last night: "To
preserve the neutrality of the fund,
we feel it should distance itself

P atriot, Harrisburg, Pa|

GPU complaint

EDITOR:

IF GENERAL Public Utllites
has a complaint that some infor-
mation was omitted from its sto-
ry on TMI, then what about the
residents (votes) who voted
against opening TMI? Does GPU
feel that these people have a
gripe?

What about the former
chairman of the TMI advisory
panel who resigned from this
panel because GPU (and NRC)
paid no heed,to this panel?

The same day this ad was
printed in the paper the present
chairman of the TMI advisory
panel complained on a television
news show that GPU Corpora-
tion was not paying the fines
that the NRC had levied on this
utility. That Information coming
from GPU reached the advisory
panel at a very slow pace.

If GPU was lily-white and’
has the cleanup situation under
control then why complain
about the press! There really
should be no problem.

We want to go on record to
say that we praise the news me-
dia for the reporting about TMI
as accurately as they have.
Without the news coverage how
would we have been able to get
this information?

We are grateful to the press
and news media for a job well
done. Thank you. ’

-Al Manlk,
Middletown

from parties to litigation or ex-
perts they retain.”

He claimed David Berger, a
lawyer for those who brought the
lawsuits, agreed with his sugges-

.tions that the speakers be dropped

Berger could not be reached for
comment.

In response, Prince-Embury
has agreed (o drop four speakers
— including Marjorie Aamodt.
who with her husband, a Lancas-
ter County fanner, has launched a
new effort to prove that a spate of
cancer cases followed, the TMI ac-
cident.

The others who have been
asked not to come are Dr. James
Gunckel, a botanist and professor
emeritus of Rutgers University;
Dr. Bruce Molholt, a geneticist and
adjunct professor at Temple Uni-
versity, and Bernd Franke, a West
German physicist who is a consult-
ant to the TMI Public Health Fund.

Prince-Embury, still waiting
yesterday for word on funding,
would not criticize those who
pressed for changes in her course.

“All | can see right now is get-
ting the information to the people
who need it,” she said. “Both be-
cause they were in pain and be-
cause they were not being under-
stood. they grabbed my attention."

Dr. James F. Rooney, the soci-
ology professor who launched the
survey with Prince-Embury, listed
some of their main conclusions:

—.As a group. Middletown res-
idents in 1983 listed nuclear power
fourth among the world's social
problems, behind unemployment,
crime and war.

— The issue of restarting the
Unit 1 reactor continues to split
them down the middle, with 46
percent in favor, 51 percent op-
posed and the rest giving, no opin-
ion.

— Knowing whether someone
in Middletown is liberal or con-
servative does not help predict
how they feel about nuclear pow-
er.

— Parents with children at
home are more likely than others
to oppose nuclear power and the
Unit | restart. That cannot be said
of any other group in the Middle-
town population.

— By majorities of 2-1 or
more, Middletown residents wor-
ry about a future accident at TMI,
worry about radiation releases
during the cleanup of Unit 2. and
worry about getting cancer or
other diseases as a result. Resi-
dents during the accident and
newcomers feel about the same.

ur>
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Fear of TMI

EDITOR:

YOUR EDITORIAL of
March 4th, TM! “fear-
mongers" acknowledges * .
that considerable public concern
exists surrounding the possible
restart of the undamaged nucle-
ar reactor at Three Mlle Island",
but deplores ““. . . using fear to
arouse the public.”

The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission has as its primary
responsibility, **... to protect
the public health and safety
from the potential threats posed
by the operation of nuclear pow-
er plants.” But the NRC has not
met that responsibility. Hence,
the fear that caused many thou-
sands of us to flee our homes
after the TMI accident, not
knowing if or when we would
be able to return, cannot be al-
layed by ignoring It.

In its current issue of "Nu-
cleus," the Union of Concerned
Scientists reviews NRC opera-
tions. saying, “The TMI accident
jolted the NRC into proposing a
myriad of tangible safety Im-
provements. yet the reforms
were insufficient and fleeting.
Some changes in attitude were
evident in 1979-1980, but the
momentum for positive change
had dissipated by 1981."

UCS concluded. "Without,
major changes in the attitudes
and procedures of the NRC, we
are pessimistic that it can meet
the challenge of regulating nu-
clear power in the 1980s and
1990s."

Obviously, public concern
(fear) persists, the GPU public
relations program notwith-
standing. There should not be a
restart of Unit | unless and until
safety issues are resolved to the
satisfaction of the public.

—Milton Lowenthal

. Harrisburg

M@ writer 8 chairman Y)f
the Central Pennsylvania chap-
ter o/the Union of American and
Japanese Professionals against
Nuclear Omnidde.

the
FORUM

TMI concern
is valid

EDITOR:

IN YOUR March 4 editorial
about.the anti-restart rally at
TMI, you referred to comments
made by two of the speakers as
hysterical claims and categor-
ized those speakers as “fear-
mongers." | take Issue with that
categorization and feel that tbe
root of the problem Is not what
they saM but what the media has
failed to say over the last six
yean.

The speaker who tossed ap-
ples was certainly being dramat-
ic. All good speakers an. How-
ever, when your editorial
referred to the meltdown he was
portraying as an “incident that
didn't even occur, that may have
been improbable," you were Ig-
noring recent disclosures that
uranium did. In fact, melt during
the accident. Local anti-restart
groups have maintained for
yean that this had probably oc-
curred but GPUN had main-
tained that such claims were
hysterical. Considering the Inept
response to tbe accident by plant
operators and their criminal
conduct which directly contrib-
uted to the accident it is appar-
ent that pure dumb luck was
what prevented the further
meltdown the speaker de-
scribed. | hope the editon of the
Patriot realize that the plant was
indeed within minutes of that
catastrophic event.

You also criticized the
speaker who “urged area resi-
dents to monitor their health
and, in the process, associated
the “survivors” of TMI with the
survivor* of Hiroshima.” Under-
stand this — residents around
TMI were exposed to dangerous
levels of radiation. It has long
been obvious that the dose as-
sessments of GPU were pure
garbage. Independent studies In-
dicate radiation releases many
times what GPUN claims. For
Instance, a study commissioned
by the TMI Public Health Fund
concluded that over 11 million
curies of radioiodine are unac-
counted for and that estimates of
whole-body population doses for
short-lived radioisotopes vary
from 276 to 63,000 person-rems.
What the speaker was noting
was that scientific studies indi-
cate that more people suffered
health effects from radiation at
Hiroshima than was previously
known. Therefore, we must ex-
pect more health problems here.
It is merely prudent to carefully
monitor the health of those who
were in the path of theradiation
plumes.

Finally, you state that resi-
dents shouldn’t face restart with
a sense of alarm or panic. The
NRC is preparing to place back
behind the controls of TMI a cor-
poration that has admitted crim-
inal guiltin the operation of Unit
2. Unit 1 is not undamaged as
you state. Due to negligence. It
has the most severely corroded,
cracked and damaged steam
generators In the country (ac-
cording to the NRC), Face re-
start with a sense of panic? No.
Alarm, yes; fear, yes; outrage,
yes. «

—Brian Hunt,
Harrisburg

-(Elie JJatriot,

Harrisburg, Pa , Wednesday. March 6,1985
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NRC hearings

EDITOR:

SURELY, one must marvel
at the audacious ingenuity
shown by the NRC/GPU team In
their latest effort to extricate
themselves from the mess they
made of hearings Into Three-
Mile Island for which they are
jointly responsible. Unable to
twist the Judicial process far
enough In their own favor, they
are driven to the ultimate solu-
tion: Stop the hearings.

In spite of the promise by
Chairman Palladino that no vote
on restart of Unit 1 would be
scheduled until all matters of
public safety and management
competence/Integrity are re-
solved, they voted instead on
Feb. 13 to end this foolish Idea
that the public should partici-
pate and help bring out the truth
and thus assist them to better
perform their function. It might
be a good theory but a great In-
convenience. The trouble was
the public Intervenors kept rais-
ing embarrassing questions and
revealing unsavory facts, thus
disrupting their carefully
planned whitewash and co-
verup of William Kuhns and
Herman Dieckamp who were
top "management” but it seems,
involved only in counting the
money.

Commissioner Lando Zech,
the most recent appointee who
came on board with orders to
shorten this pesky business of
public hearings, carried out his
task with dispatch. His logic
was simple: "Six years Is long
enough to get all the facts in any

ebr Patriot, Harrisburg, Pa

.. Wednesday. February 13. 1985*

TMI cqncers

EDITOR.

RECENT double editorials in
the Patriot: “Reed on a limb"
and "Look into cancer scluster’ *
(Jah. 22) were fragmented and
elusive; leaving the reader with.

.to seek badge

at TMI plant

Area Boy Scouts wilt get a,

chance to earn an Atomic Energy
Merit Badge during an eight-hour»
program of instruction Saturday at

the Three Mile Island Nuclear Gen-
erating Station,
Twp.
It is the fourth year that TMI

Londonderry

employees have volunteered to
teach Scouts from nine area coun-
ties about various aspects of nucle-
ar power generation. The program
will be repeated Oct. 26.

metaphorically speaking, half a
loaf.

Since | was not present
when Mayor Stephen Reed ad-
dressed the United Kingdom
Atomic Energy Authority on
TMI events, it would be inap-
propriate for me to respond to,
his presentation. However, the
editorial author’s reasoning that
a Middletown Mayor would
somehow "Be a betty choice" to
speak on the subject of TMI than
a Harrisburg mayor, based on
geographical location, defies
reasonable comprehension.

Furthermore, the author’s
charge: "Misleading information
about health effects which had
long since been discounted and
discredited by health officials,"
revealed the lack of research
and investigative reporting
which is so essential and an inte-
gral part of journalism.

We recognize that this news-
paper prides itself on candor and
propriety. Therefore, it comes as
a surprise and disappointment
whep we read an editorial that is
filled with opinion, lacks perti-
nent facts and stoops to deroga-
tory name calling. Something
this newspaper has abhorred in
the past.

Contrary to the author’s dis-
claimer of health effects around
TMI which were based on health
official reports, there is ample
evidence and scientific re-
sponses to substantiate the In-
crease in hypothyroidism, can-
cer clusters, stillbirths,
congenital birth defects iind crib
deaths. Dr. Tokuhata of the state
Health Dept, deleted Infants
deaths from the 1979 statistics
submitted to the federal govern-
ment. This is not speculation or a
“guesstimate.” It is common
knowledge that the increase In
infant mortality rates rose at the
very time of year It usually sub-
sides. Should the author have
any further doubts perhaps
some researching the local obi-
tuary columns from, every local
newspaper including the Patriot
might be more convincing Bet-

Investigation.” True, and vse
agree. But this wasn’t “any" in-
vestigation. This one was
focused on concealment of the
truth and saving the industry —
all In the best interests of nation-
al defense and Star Wars nuclear
shielding — so it has taken long-
er.

The intervenors were so lim-
ited In scope and regularly over-
ruled that the truth had just re-
cently started to trickle out. The
true character of these hearings
finally became public on 2 Janu-
ary when the chairman of NRC’s
Atomic Licensing and Safety
Board behaved in such a biased
manner that all parties (except
GPU) called for him to recuse
himself. He has not done so and
this presents NRC with a still
bigger dilemma: If they sum-
marily dismiss Judge Smith, as
the situation clearly demands,
the entire hearings would be re-
vealed for the sham they’ve long
been known to be plus a new
chairman for the ASLB would
have to be installed.

A much easier solution: Stop
the hearings! And that's what
the three brave NRC commis-
sioners voted to do. Fortunately,
the minority of two real public
servants spoke out and will be
heard from further. They de-
serve support. Also, the gover-
nor has protested the action.

As for GPU and Judge Smith,
Gordon Tomb, GPU’'s spokes-
man, stated that they had sub-
mitted a 43-page brief support-
ing Smith’s handling of the case.
Obviously, NRC/GPU give
much weight to the number of
years consumed in legislative

maneuvers and the number of
pages in their briefs. Both would
have been reduced in quantity If
they had shown regard for qual-
ity (intregity) and tried only to
uncover the truth. It would have
been so simple! And so much less
expensive!

—Charles E. LeisIng,

Boiling Springs

ter still a phone call to the for-
mer Secretary of Health, Dr.
Gordon MaclLeod, could enlight-
en the author on his missing
facts.

To concede, as the author
has: “That the government esti-
mates that small amounts of ra-
diation released into the envi-
ronment by normal operation of
each nuclear plant will contrib-
ute to the deaths of a small num-
ber of people over the life of the
plant and that TMI possibly will
result in a few more deaths over
time and that nuclear-power re-
lated deaths are infinitesimal,”
indicates a callousness beyond
belief. This was not the story
told before the plant was con-
structed.

Not only was our door to
door research time consuming
and expensive, It was heart-
rending to look into the tear-
filled eyes of a husband or a wife
Whose mate was dying of cancer
or had just recently succumbed
to this horrible disease. One
mother/wlfe was so distraught
at the loss of her husband and
son from cancer that we could
not interview her.

Studies can show *“defini-
tively” if people are dying from
cancer due to cumulative radia-
tion effects (insult) to the body.
That is the purpose of control-
group studies. The areas
choosen were all elevated and
isolated from Industrial contam-
inates. Prior to 1979 we saw
many health effects among the
animals but human cancer rates
appeared to be minuscule In the
area. Today It is a different story
and we have good cause for con-
cern. The map clearly reveals
clustering. Many the cancers In
the area were omitted because
they were outside the control
group. The denial syndrome will
always be with us. It's- only
when one becomes the victim
that reality strikes home

—Jane Lee,
Etters

Royal Liscom, a TMI quality
assurance engineer and Scout lead-
er, who is chairman of the Atomic
Energy Merit Badge Committee,
said the daylong sessions will in-
clude lectures by representatives

of various departments at TMI.
videotapes and

slide programs,
practical exercises.
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Controversial judge can
still rule on TMI issues

By MICHAEL ARGENTO
Daily Record staff writer 1

Administrative Law Judge Ivan
Smith, who has asked for leniency
for a former Three Mile Island
supervisor convicted of cheating
on tests, will still be able to render
the two decisions yet to be made
in the restart of the plant’s unit 1
reactor.

That’s because of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission’s deci-
sion Wednesday that no further
hearings are required to determine
whether TMI.* unit 1 should be
allowed to reopen.

Judge Smith, chairman of the
NRC’s Atomic Safety and Licens-
ing Board, came under fire in
January when Gov. Dick
Thornburgh, state Rep. Bruce
Smith R-92, and other public
officials asked that he step down.

But Judge Smith can make the
decisions resulting from two hear-
ings that were just completed.
Those hearings dealt with the
training of reactor operators and

whether plant owner General
Public Utilities lied to the NRC
and Congress about the severity
of the accident.

After rendering those decisions,
NRC spokesman Frank Ingram
said Judge Smith can grant the
requests that he not preside over
any further hearings on TML.

The development angered those
who had sought Judge Smith’s
removal.

“For Ivan Smith to continue as
judge is like the British trying
Benedict Arnold/ Rep. Smith
said.

Gov. Dick Thornburgh is not
giving up the fight.

“J think our point is vahd
whether it’s he’s writing a decision
or presiding over hearings/* Ro-
land Page, a spokesman for
Thornburgh, said.

The officials first asked for
Judge Smith’s removal after he
wrote a letter to U.S. District
Judge Sylvia Rambo requesting
leniency for James Floyd, who
was convicted of cheating on an
NRC licensing test.

State argues judge erred, asks
NRC to pull him off TMI case

By DAVID MOBIUS
Staff Writer

Lawyers for the state yester-
day formally asked the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission to remove
an administrative law judge from a
panel that will determine if the un-
damaged reactor at Three Mile Is-
land should be restarted.

In a 19-page motion filed in
Washington, the Thornburgh ad-
ministration said the official. Ivan
W. Smith, should be removed from
the case because of "substantial
defects in [his] conduct, each of
which cast doubt upon the integri-
ty and impartiality” of the restart
hearings. Smith chaired the hear-
ings.

Earlier this year. Gov. Dick
Thornburgh asked Smith to

disqualify himself, but he refused
on Feb. 20.

In his first call for Smith's
ouster. Thornburgh said the pre-
siding judge “has gone out of his
way to prove himself Incapable of
fair and impartial decision-making
in this complex and difficult mat-
ter.”

A number of other critics, in-
cluding state Rep. Bruce 1. Smith
Jr.. R-York. the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists and Three Mile
Island Alert, also have petitioned
for his removal

The administrative law judge
drew criticism for a Dec. 27 letter
to federal Judge Sylvia H. Rambo,
in which he recommened a lenient
sentence for a TMI operator con-
victed of cheating on NRC licens-

ing examinations. The conviction
of James R. Floyd in Itself would
deter others from cheating, Ivan
Smith wrote, so a tough sentence
would “add nothing."”

Smith said he would not step
down from the case because the
Judicial Code of Ethics said a judge
“should be unswayed by partisan
interests, public clamor or fear of
criticism.”

Smith, a veteran law judge,
said his letter to Rambo, written at
the request of Floyd’s lawyer, was
“consistent with and in further-
ance of the highest standards of
professional responsibility.”

Shortly after his decision, the
NRC said It would review Die
question of Smith’s further partici-
pation.

NRC to rule on maverick judge’s role

By MICK ROOD

party or any participating individual, nor

Rambo that the NRC regulatory process

"It will be seen that it Is easier to

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission took steps yesterday
to decide soon whether Administrative
Law Judge Ivan W. Smith was right in
refusing to step down as presiding judge
in the Three Mile Island Unit | restart
bearings.

Smith's spirited defense of his conduct
during the most recent Unit | hearings
was entered In a 54-page order on
Wednesday. When the order was released
yesterday morning, It was accompanied
by a commission statement wresting judg-
ment of the order from an NRC appeals
board that would normally review it.

The commission said its action was
prompted by the “Importance of this
question™ and “the need for a prompt, de-
finitive resolution” in the context of the
potential reopening of TMI Unit 1.

“l have acted honorably, ethically and
appropriately throughout this proceed-
ing.” Smith said at the outset of his order.
I have no personal biases against any

have | projected the appearance of bias.”

Since 1980. Smith has presided over
hearings on all aspects of utility manage-
ment and safety hardware changes GPU
Nuclear Corp, has made to requalify as a
fit operator of Unit 1. Being refueled at
the time of the March 1979 TMI Unit 2
accident, the Unit | power plant was or-
dered shut down indefinitely In August
1979.

Smith’s fitness to sit wasn’t formally
questioned until the most recent Unit |
hearings on adequacy of operator training
since 1981 and propriety of Unit 2 acci-
dentcommunications in 1979.

On Dec. 27, before the operator train-
ing hearings were completed, Smith
wrote to U.S. Middle District Judge Sylvia
H. Rambo that former TMI Unit 2 opera-
tor James R. Floyd be treated with lenien-
cy. Floyd awaits sentencing by Rambo af-
ter his conviction last November of
cheating on a license exam in 1979.

In his “personal view,"” based on what
he knew of the TMI case, Smith wrote

will "identify and resolve” problems and
that “deception in the future is very un-
likely.” A severe sentence for Floyd
would “add nothing.” he said.

The letter, sent at the request of
Floyd's attorney, William Fuller, back-
fired. Fuller had indicated “there was a
concern that he [Floyd] could be impris-
oned and that a letter might be helpful,”
Smith said in a footnote to his order.

In quick succession, the common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, the Union of
Concerned Scientists and Three Mile Is-
land Alert, all parties to the restart case,
filed motions that Smith disqualify him-
self. NRC staff attorneys didn't file a
motion to that effect, but also concluded
in a "response” pleading that the judge
had given the appearance of bias.

The slate, UCS and TMIA also alleged
varying examples of prejudicial conduct
by Smith during the Unit | hearings. Only
GPU Nuclear among the parties to the
restart case opposed disqualification.

accuse than to explain,” Smith said in his
order.

Smith defiantly described the letter to
Rambo as “consistent with and in further-
ance of the highest standards of profes-
sional responsibility.”

Specifically. Smith said:

— He didn’'t know Floyd, and spoke
only to things he had learned during the
hearings or from the media. Smith spoke
up because he had "useful Information™
and an “ethical responsibility” to Impart
it. He interpreted Canon | of the Code of
Judicial Conduct, which *calls upon judg-
es to preserve an honorable judiciary,” as
overriding.

— He didn’t prejudge the TMI Unit |
restart in the letter by expressing confi-
dence in NRC machinery and saying fu-
ture deception at Unit 1 Is "very unlike-
ly.” If the evidence suggests it, Smith
claimed he would be ready to impose con-
ditions on GPU Nuclear's license or to
deny the license outright.

—<Llje jJatriot, Harristiurg, Pa., Friday, February 22,1985

Scientists shock NRC,
call for more research

By MATT YANCEY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A scientific
panel yesterday termed as "not yet
adequate” a $265 million research
effort aimed at showing that po-
tential radioactivity from atomic
power plant accidents is much less
than previously thought.

The long-awaited report from
an American Physical Society
group headed by Harvard physicist
Richard Wilson shocked govern-
ment and Industry officials who
had anticipated the five years of
research would provide a basis for
weakening federal atomic safety
rules.

Wilson said his panel “declined
to agree™ with an assertion in No-
vember and December by the
American Nuclear Society and
other industry groups that the
maximum possible releases of ra-
dioactivity are only one-tenth to
one one-thousandth those previ-
ously believed.

“Some on the review commit-
tee felt we should explicitly disa-
gree with it,” Wilson told the five-
member Nuclear Regulatory
Commission in a two-hour briefing
on his panel's report. “No one
wanted to support the conclusions
of the ANS.™

Industry and government offi-
cials were clearly dismayed after
the meeting.

"l don't know what it all
means yet,” said Carl Goldstein of
the Committee for Energy Aware-
ness, a multimillion-dollar indus-
try organization devoted to pro-
moting nuclear and coal-generated
electricity. “They certainly
hedged.”

NRC Commissioner Fred
Bernthal said he was “troubled
that here we are in 1985 with sig-
nificant additional research that
needs to be done. This issue should
have been addressed 10 years
ago.
Asked If the “bottom tine" of
the Wilson panel’s report is that
there is not yet enough knowledge
about the nature of radioactivity
releases from possible accidents to
weaken regulations, Commission-
er James Asselstine said: “That’s
the way | read it.”

Industry and NRC officials had
looked to the American Physical
Society "peer review” and accept-
ance of the ANS conclusions to be-
gin rewriting regulations to cut
the evacuation zones around nu-
clear plants from a 10-mile radius
to two miles.

The research also was antici-
pated to provide justification for
changing policies that prevent fu-
ture plants from being located
near population centers and asking
Congress to forgo increasing the
required insurance coverage for
accidents, as the NRC has recom-
mended.

The research was spawned by
the March 1979 accident at the
Three Mile Island nuclear plant in
central Pennsylvania — the worst
in the industry's history — and ob-
servations that much less radioac-
tive iodine was released than had
been expected.

While iodine is only one of the
radionuclides or so-called “source
terms™ capable of escaping from a
power plant in a severe accident, It
is the one that Is of most concern
because It has a long radioactive

. X
life and is readily absorbed by
body tissues.

Estimates of those “source
terms” from a 1975 Reactor Safety
Study commissioned by the NRC
have provided the scientific basis
for many of the government atom-
ic safety regulations.

“It Is not vet possible to derive
factors by wflich the soffrce terms
for all radionuclides and all reac-
tors can be changed from the val-
ues reported in the Reactor Safety
Study,” said the 13-member Wil-
son panel. The society is the lead-
ing professional organization for
U.S. physicists.

While maximum radioactivity
releases for some accident
sequences are clearly less than
those estimated in 1975, they may
be the same or even greater for
other possible accident scenarios.
Wilson said.

“We would like to see more
data.” he told the commission.
"We're not only saying that the
data now is not good enough;
we're saying it can be and should
be better.”

He later told reporters it would
take another two years of research
and four or five years more for
independent scientists to review
the work before he would feel con-
fident with any conclusions.

Asked specifically by NRC
Chairman Nunzio Palladino If the
research up to now is "far enough
along” to warrant reconsideration
of emergency planning and evacu-
ation requirements, Wilson said:
"We are explicitly not prepared to
make any recommendation.”

— His conduct at the hearings didn't
demonstrate excessive concern for the
fate of individual operators implicated In
the exam cheating Incidents. Smith said
safety concerns need not conflict with the
due process rights of reactor operators
accused of cheating. In one case. Smith
argued that an effort should have been
made to retain, "if possible, an experi-
enced and qualified instructor — all in the
interest of safety.”

— Claims by the state and TMIA that
they were unfairly treated were untrue.
In one of several examples, the judge said
he denied former Commissioners Peter
Bradford and Victor Gilinsky the right to
testify in the restart hearings because it
did not appear they knew what was
“properly before the board.”

TMIA had sought testimony from
Bradford and Gilinsky, both of whom had
been highly critical of GPU Nuclear while
in office, on the question of whether the
utility truthfully Informed the govern-

ment of Unit 2 accident conditions in
107Q P
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Lower Swatara board
protests NRC’s stand
on restart hearings

Lower Swatara Twp. Commis-
sioners. in a letter to President
Reagan, have protested a recent
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
decision that no further hearings
are needed in the Three Mile Island
I'nit | restart case.

“The position of the
‘Swatara [board i5 that the cleanup
of the Unit Il reactor and categori-
cal assurances of public health,
safety and welfare must precede
any consideration given to the
reactivation of Unit 1.” said Frank
Siffrinn. township manager, in the
letter. _

Township officials believe it is

“imperative that environmental
operational safety and public safe-
ty concerns be fully addressed and
the accompanying impacts known
prior to NRC consideration of a re-
start vote,” he said.

"Residents of this township
and the niidslate area have an im-
portant right to expect that safety-
related hearings are completed and
all facts publicly disclosed before
an issue of such paramount impor-
tance can be approached with any
semblance of reason." Siffrinn told
Reagan in the letter.

“Tbe board asks your support
and intervention to ensure that due
process is accorded to the resi-
dents of this area," he wrote.

Lower Swatara officials con-
tend that the decision was a sub-
jective one, and should have been
made on the evidence of studies |
and investigations that have not
yet been completed.



ome |V-fuel did melt

From staff and wire reports

MIDDLETOWN - Scientisti dtectoeed
for the first time yesterday that some nu-
clear fuel melted in the reactor core during
the 1979 accident at Three Mile Island.

Recent studies of pea-sised pieces of rub-
ble taken from the top of the core show that
temperatures reached about 5,100 degrees
Fahrenheit, about 400 degrees aboveprevi-
ous estimates, said Harold Burton*. TMI
project manager for EGAG Idaho, a con-
tractor hired by the U.S. Department of En-
ergy

In a separate report, GPU Nuclear Corp.,
the plant's operator, said as much as 20 tons
of core debris has been found at the bottom
of the reactor vessel. Officials said the dis-
covery has little impact on cleanup efforts.

Earlier studies had indicated core tem-
peratures went as high as 4,700 degrees,
melting some metal parts but not the urani-

Burtou and officials for GPU Nuclear
Corp., TMTs operator, said melting of fuel
mdid not mean the plant was close to a “melt-
down," which could have resulted tn the re-
lease of dangerous radiation outside the
plant .

"The idea of a meltdown, which to a

breach of the reactor vessel, clearly did not
occur,” said Frank Sfonderfer, vice presi-
dent of GPU Nuclear.

*T think it's silly for them to say they
were never clone to a meltdown even if
some of the fuel melted,” said Robert Pol-
lard, a nuclear expert with the Union of
Concerned Scientists.

The new disclosure “clearly indicates the
accident was much more severe than any-
one knew before now,” Pollard said. Howev-
er, be added, "It doesn’t represent any haz-
ard at this point to the public.”

In a prepared statement, EGAG said it
was not clear how much of the core reached
5,100 degrees, and said it was still studying
the test results.

During the accident — the nation s worst
at a commercial nuclear power plant — the
core of the Unit 2 reactor overheated when
it was no longer cohered with vital cooling
water.

GPU officials said that in order for a ca-
tastrophe to have occurred, the fuel would
have had to melt through the six-inch-thick
steel vessel which contains the core and
through the concrete bottom of the reactor

Phase See TMI Page A2 »
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"The reactor vessel is very much
Intact,” said John DeVine Jr., direc-
tor of technical planning at the reac-
tor.

A 1980 special inquiry for the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission said
engineering calculations showed
that a substantial portion of the
core’s fuel came within 30-60 min-
utes of melting.

Burton said yesterday the new
evidence is not sufficient to say
whether there was substantial fuel
melting.

Douglas Bedell, manager of com-
munications services for GPU Nu-
clear Corp., who was in Allentown
last night, characterized the spike in
temperature at the core as a “local-
ized phenomena, not generalized” —
and could have been effected by the
metal involved, water flow and heat
transfer.

"There are places nearby where
the steel walls are untouched.”

Bedell said the reactor vessel is
intact — “until fairly recently it was
maintained under pressure and was
for several years after the accident
It had its integrity all that time.

"A meltdown is not likely to oc-
cur in the popular sense, the China
Syndrome sense. What amount of

melting we had is not clear at this
time,” be said.

When questioned on what tem-
Eerature the vessel could have been
reached at, Bedell said he was
moving into a “speculative area.”

"We're looking through a knot-
hole today,” be said, adding the
DOE's study will determine the
state of the fuel and the sequence of
events of the accident.

But cleanup of the damaged fuel
should not be delayed, he said. “The
tooling we've been developing in-
cluded tooling to handle chunks.”

That cleanup is expected to begin
this summer and continue for a year
to 18 months.

Burton’s announcement came at
a news conference held by GPU to
show television pictures taken for
the first time underneath the core.
The pictures, taken Wednesday, re-
vealed that fist-sized chunks of rub-
ble, perhaps including some molten
fuel, fell from the core during the
accident

The videotape indicated a three-
foot-deep bed of debris at the bot-
tom of the steel vessel that contains
the core.

Officials had determined earlier
that the top five feet of the core had
collapsed into a bed of rubble. The
state of the lower portion of the core
is still a mystery.

There was probably some dam-

ALLENTOWN, PA,

age — not previously hypothesized

to the steel support structure at
the bottom of the core that allowed
the debris to fall to the bottom of
the vessel, Standerfer said

“For the materia] to have gotten
down there, it must have gone
through some damage in the struc-
ture,” be said.

The discovery of the rubble
means that there may be less debris
than previously expected from the
core deposited in the reactor cooling
system outside the vessel, Stander-
fer said.

"This may make the removal of
the material easier,” be said.

Removal of the fuel, the center-
piece of the plant's 81-billion clean-
up, is scheduled to begin in July and
last about one year.

The recent television pictures
were taken with a small cylindrical
camera that was lowered by a cable
along the reactor vessel wall The
entire core is under water More
television inspections were under-
taken yesterday and are planned for
next week as well, Tomb said.

The discovery of large chunks of
rubble means technicians will re-
move it with long-handled shovels
and other tools, instead of an under-
water vacuum cleaner The changes
will not add to the project's length
or cost.

“We haven't seen anything we
can’t deal with," DeVine said
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F3NRC rejects citizens’ request to look at TMI

selstine said they were inclined to

| e

By MICK ROOD
—— Washington Bureau

——WASHINGTON — The Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission and its
nlliriil citizen advisers on the
Thyes Mlle Island Unit 2 cleanup
found themselves at loggerheads
agglq yesterday.

The Advisory Panel for the De-
nomination of TMI Unit 2
wa0s ,to examine, at the request
oljupy residents living near the
damaged reactor, potential ad-
vent health effects from radiation
rekjagd during the March 28,
1979, nuclear accident in London-
derry X*T>.

Holding three votes against the
Idea, NRC Chairman Nunzio Palla-
dino said he would not reconsider
voting formally on the matter until
the NRC staff and the panel see if
they can work up a specific pro-
posal. The 12-member panel was
chartered In October 1980 to
advise the NRC on the safe decon-
tamination of Unit 2.

"It would be an unmitigated
disaster” If the NRC refuses to let
the panel look into health effects,
said panel member Joel Roth of
Harrisburg. Palladino said he
didn’t want to "open up a whole
hornets' nest” without thinking It
over.
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Palladino relied on a legal opin-
ion from NRC General Counsel
Herzel Plaine, who said technical
staff members have concluded that
accident health effects "lacks di-
rect relevance” to the advisory
panel’s charter. Plaine said
cleanup concerns include radiation
exposure in the plant and, in case
of releases, outside the plant. Unit
2 accident releases, which he said
had been extensively studied, were
“beyond the scope of the charter.”

Palladino had the agreement of
Commissioners Lando W. Zech
and of Thomas Roberts, who was
absent yesterday. Commissioners
Frederick Bemthal and James As-

IF THE UPDATES

allow the panel to pursue health
effects concerns of residents.

Palladino also asked the panel
and NRC staff to see If an inde-
pendent expert should somehow
be brought In to examine the
health effects question. Severa
panel members said the public
would not trust reliance on the
state Health Department for
health effeots advice because state
epidemiologist. Dr. George To-
kuhata, has already concluded In
narrower studies that no excess
adverse health effects resulted
from the Unit 2 accident.

“We should be able to provide
some method of allowing people to

IS TO CONTINUE

effects

be heard,” Bemthal said.

Panel members also said there
was no overall coordination of
health studies that have been done
or any forum where they are ob-
jectively examined.

“Which of these is right?" the
public says of TMI health studies,
according to panel member Joseph
DINunno. “There’s a gap there,
there’s something missing.”
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Restart vote
by June, says
NRC’s chief

[ Tests completed Wednesday at
unit | show leakage in the plant"s
steam generators is below federal
standards. 4A.

C TMI s former operator pays a
$100,000 NRC fine under protest.
4A.

From staff and wire reports

The chairman of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission said
Wednesday he expects the agency
to vote before June on whether to
permit Three Mile Island’s unit !
reactor to restart.

Chairman Nunzio Palladino
made the prediction following a
briefing in Washington in which
the NRC staff told the five com-
missioners that problems with de-
teriorated tubes in the reactor’s
steam generators should not, by
themselves, preclude reopening
the unit.

Palladino’s prediction was not
a surprise to opponents of restart.

Three Mile Island

w 20 Tons-'of Fuel
“ Melted Twice
In Accident

— Up to 20 tons of nucle-
Pi ar fuel reportedly melt-
Ph ed and resolidified
twice during the acci-
dent at Three Mile Is-
land.
Q Scientists at the Idaho
¢a National Engineering
Pi Laboratory in Idaho
£> Falls announced this
K week that some urani-
um-dioxide actually
melted twice.

The report was the
H most dramatic account
yet of how close the
p« TMI Unit 2 reactor was
czi to a meltdown during
! the 1979 accident, the
Q worst in the history of
W u.s. commercial nucle-
Pi ar power.

O A meltdown is a term

S* used to describe a hypo-

W thetical sequence of

<« events in which fuel in-
side a nuclear reactor
would become molten
and then burn its way
out of the reactor build-
ing and into the ground,
thus causing massive
radioactive contamina-
tion.

“It’s what we anticipated all
along,” said Kay Pickering, a
spokeswoman for the Harrisburg-
based anti-nuclear group Three
Mile Island Alert.

“They have been going full-
steam — to make a pun, a bad
pun — toward that,” she said.

During the briefing, Darrell
Eisenhut of the NRC staff told the
commissioners that defective
tubes have been taken out of ser-
vice by plugging.

“We see that there is no licens-
ing problem with the steam gener-
ators.” he said.

If the undamaged unit | reactor
is permitted to reopen, it would
take about 90 days to bring it to
full operating capacity, ““‘assum-

ing things went well after the
restart order,” said Thomas
Murley, administrator of the com-
mission’s Northeast regional of-
fice in King of Prussia, Pa.

A timetable released by the

NRC staff said unit 1 would be
physically capable next month of
heatup leading to criticality — the
point in which a chain reaction in
the core is initiated.

Asked when a restart vote
would be taken. Palladino said,
““I'd expect it before June.”

Unit 1 was closed for routine
refueling at the lime of the March
1979 accident that crippled the
adjacent unit 2 reactor.

The NRC has been conducting
hearings on the request of TMI’s
owner, General Public Utilities
Corp., that the commission lift its
orders keeping unit ! idle.

Restart opponents have charged
that the reactor should not per-
mitted to operate because, among
other reasons, of alleged continu-
ing problems with deteriorating
tubes in the steam generators,
which change water to steam.

After plant operator GPU Nu-
clear Corp, repaired or plugged
some 31,000 tubes discovered
cracked or corroded in 1981, it
found another 328 defective tubes
last November. Those have now
also been plugged.

The company said corrosion
probably developed in 1981 when
sulfur accidentally leaked into the
cooling system.

While opponents to.the restart
maintain that the cause is uncer-
tain, the NRC staff said Wednes-
day that whatever was causing the
tubes to corrode “is no longer
active.”

A letter to the commission this
month from the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists said risks posed
by the tubes ““are unique to TMI-1
and arise from the inability of the
steam generators in their degraded
condition to withstand the forces
that may occur following a steam
generator tube rupture accident.”

ghe Patriot, Harrisburg. P>, Thursday. March 21. 1985

NRC drafting order on TMI restart

Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON

meeting.

No deadline for the staff draft order was set.
Wording of the report suggested that the NRC
will notact on Unit | status prior to the sixth anniver-

sary of the Unit 2 nuclear accident.

— The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission has told its legal and policy staffs to draft
an order on the restart of the Three Mile Island Unit !
nuclear plant, but set no date to discuss the order.

In a brief "status report" on its TMI-1 delibera-
tions issued yesterday, the NRC said "the public will
be informed well in advance" of a restart discussion

4A  York Daily Record

Thursday. April 16 1985

Met-Ed pays $100,000
fine, but under protest

By MICHAEL ARGENTO

Daily Record staff writer

Metropolitan Edison Co., the
former operator of Three Mile
Island, has paid a $100,000 fine
-imposed by the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission under protest.

When the company paid the
fine late Tuesday, it asked the
NRC to refund part of the fine,
Met-Ed announced Wednesday.

The fine stem} from a .1983
ruling by the NRC's Office 6f
Inspection and Enforcement.

The NRC said a former TMI
station manager and a supervisor
had certified in 1979 that the su-
pervisor met requirements to re-
new his license even though they
knew he had used another per-
son’s work to cdmplete qualifica-
tion tests.

The former supervisor, James
R. Floyd, was fined $2,000 earlier
this year and sentenced to two
years’ probation for cheating on
licensing tests.

In July 1983, Met-Ed was or-
dered to pay the fine for making
"material false statements™ to the
commission.

The NRC'’s investigation also

.revealed that some operators had

cheated on company-administered
quizzes. The NRC imposed a
$40,000 fine for that violation,
which Met-Ed'paid last August
without protest.

Floyd J. Smith, the utility’s
president, said in a prepared state-
ment that he was "unable to con-
clude that the specific violations
alleged have been fully
substantiated.”

Met-Ed believed violations oc-
curred but were not "willful,”
Smith said.

"We feel as a company that we
did not willfully provide false in-
formation,” Met-Ed spokesman
Bruce McLean said. ““It happened
because of a lack of a formal
certification program and admin-
istrative oversight.”

McLean said the company was

The proposed order will address whether the
commission should lift an August 1979 shutdown or-

der on TMI-1 in Londonderry Twp. that followed the
March 28, 1979, accident at the sister TMI-2.

The commission's Office of General Counsel and
Office of Policy Evaluation will base the proposed
order in part on analyses of two issues on which an
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GPU changes plans
on reactor tubes

GPU Nuclear Corp, yesterday
told the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission it will plug 226 steam-gen-
erator tubes containing small im-
perfections at its Three Mile Island
Unit | reactor.

The corporation earlier had
sought approval of modified crite-
ria from the NRC to allow the
tubes to remain unplugged.

"Our proposal for the (‘riteria)]
change is technically sound." said
Philip R. Clark, president and chief
executive officer of GPU Nuclear.

. "However, to separate the tube-

plugging question from the restart
of TMI-1 and to avoid further de-
lay in final preparations for re-
start, we have decided to plug.”

The plugging will take about
two weeks and cost about
$700,000.

Doug Bedell, GPU Nuclear
spokesman, said the corporation
will continue to seek the criteria
modification for use in the future.

Under the proposed criteria,
GPU Nuclear would plug tubes
with pits penetrating 70 percent of
the way through the tubes and 0.2

inches long. Current NRC rules
call for plugging tubes with pits of
40 percent or more, but which can
extend up to the full. 2-inch cir-
cumference of the tube.

Clark said the current NRC cri-
teria were established before new
analytical techniques were discov-
ered. The corporation proposed the
criteria changes after examining
the steam-generator tubes with
specially developed electronic
probes and using new analytical
techniques in the field of fracture
mechanics, Clark said.

“Although we are proceeding
to plug the 226 tubes. GPU Nuclear
intends to pursue the improved cri-
teria with the intention of avoiding
future unnecessary plugging of
tubes, and thus maintaining the
maximum steam generator effi-
ciency without affecting safety."

The additional pluggings wiill
raise to 1,535 the total number of
tubes plugged at the Unit | reac-
tor. Up to 3,000 of the 31,500 tubes
may be plugged before the plant
would be unable to run at full ca-
pacity, Bedell said.

gbp Patriot, Marrnburt.Pa. Wednesday

Not exploited

March 2L 1985y

EDITOR:

| AM ONE of the “exploited” °
children who were used by the
organizers of the *“anti-nukes éi
group.” | would like you to
know that, as a high school stu- <

dent, | am very much aware of
the facts on Three Mile Island

NRC licensing board has held hearings but issued no

accident

opinions. The issues are the adequacy of GPU Nuclea
Corp.’s operator training program and the veracity of
a 1979 report on reactor conditions during the Unit 2

and | volunteered to wear the
no-restart T-shirt.
express my feelings on the issue
and | feel that everyone there
felt that way. too. We were by
no means “"used" for visual ef-
fect. | wish everyone would get
Involved.

I wanted to

—Suzi Kinney,
Middletown

responsible for having tigher con-
trol of the testing procedures for
reactor operators. Since then, the
NRC has instituted strict controls
on the process.

“A formal certification pro-
gram wasn’t in place then,” he
said. ““Now, one is in place.”

Met-Ed was the operator of
TMI in March 1979 when the
accident occurred at the unit 2
reactor. The plant is now operated
by another subsidiary of General
Public Utilities Corp., GPU Nu-
clear Corp.

GPU Nuclear Corp., which be-
came the licensed operator of the
plant in January 1982, said cor-
rective measures have been taken
to avoid future violations of NRC
regulations.

Those measures include
changes in the training program
for reactor operators and closer
supervision of tests at the plant.
The NRC has approved them and
they are currently in effect.

Advisory panel

of TMI to meet

LANCASTER — The Advisory
Panel for the Decontamination of
Three Mile Island Unit 2 will meet
at 7 p.m. April 1l in the Lancaster
Council Chambers. 201 N. Duke
St.

The meeting is open to the pub-
lic.

Representatives from GPU Nu-
clear Corp., operator of the plant,
will discuss distribution of fuel in
the primary system, and the lifting
of the reactor's plenum, which is
set for May.

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission staff will provide a review
of the potential for inadvertent
“recriticality” — a nuclear chain
reaction — during the defueling
process, which begins in July.

The panel also will receive
presentations from GPU Nuclear
and the NRC staff on the occur-
rence and regulatory disposition of
incidences of skin contamination
to.workers since the accident.

Let people decide

EDITOR:

TMI, TML. who should be
concerned? Of course you and |.
Have you counted the cost, dear
friends, already incurred? Have
you thought of the future gener-
ation?

What is life? Have you
counted the cost in .iealth or
monetary degree? Is it a real
need, or is it greed? I'm thankful
for electricity, but can't we find
a better way to light up our city?
A safer way?

TMI, TMI, who will take the
waste? Neither you nor I. not be-
low or in the sky. Earthquakes
popping up everywhere, no one
knows just when or where.
Think of the future generation,
not just on remuneration. Think,
think!

Let us keep the "sweet land
of liberty" with a vote from the
people!

—Marguerite Wert,
Harrisburg
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Thornburgh

will

battle

TMI restart

By Michael Sullivan

Patriot-News

Gov. Dick Thornburgh will make an 1 Ith-hour
appeal to block restart of the undamaged reactor at
Three Mile Island when he appears before the Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission on May 22.

The NRC has scheduled a hearing on the proposed
restart to gather final comments from the TMI opera-
tors. state officials and three anti-nuclear groups. The

Thornburgh

commission will vote in a
second meeting on
whether to restart the
Unit | reactor on May 29.
No public comment will be
allowed at the second
meeting.

The governor is ex-
pected to tell the commis-
sioners that the undam-
aged reactor should not be
restarted until several
more hearings are held on
questionable safety issues.

. His comments will in-
clude the NRC’s “obliga-
tion to openly address and

resolve, prior to restart, all issues relating to the
health and safety of the people who live near Three
Mile Island, and all issues relating to the integrity of
their environment,” according to a statement from
the governor’s office.

Attorneys for the state, at Thornburgh'’s direction,
had petitioned the NRC to hold additional hearings.
At its meeting Thursday,'the NRC, in 3-2 vote, ruled
that “‘no further hearings are warranted,” thus refus-
ing Pennsylvania’s petition.

A similar petition from the state was filed with
the U.S. 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals in Philadelphia
on April 25 and’is still pending.

Industrialists

restart

plea

miffs official

By FRANK LYNCH
Staff Writer

A request by state industry
leaders that Three Mile Island's
Unit | reactor be restarted has an-
gered Dauphin County Commis-
sioner Lawrence J. Hochendoner.

“As a public official | am an-
gered that the public interestin the
end may be subservient to profit,"
said Hochendoner, commenting
yesterday on the request and the
apparent likelihood of a vote on
sestart by the U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission.

With the backing of the Penn-
sylvania Chamber of Commerce, a
group representing 40 state com-
panies this week asked Gov. Dick
Thornburgh to ease his opposition
to res’art.

Further delay in the restart of
*he plant could force some compa-
nies to close or to leave the state
because of the high cost of replace-
ment energy costs, the group
claims.

Tm concerned that we could
lose some industries for Pennsyl-
vania," state Chamber President
Clifford Jones said last week. The
industry representatives told
Thornburgh aides that they spent
millions of dollars more for energy

Commissioner -

From Page Al

at the plant.

“Speaking in human terms, we
have already spoken." he said, re-
ferring to a referendum three
years ago in which county resi-
dents voted 2 to | against restart.

Thornburgh has held that Unit
| should not be restarted until all
safety issues are resolved He re-
cently asked the NRC to conduct
more hearings before it takes a re-
start vote.

Meanwhile, Gordon Tomb, a
spokesman for plant operator GPU
Nuclear Corp., said the company
has made efforts to generate inter-

Thornburgh appeared before the NRC once before,
on Aug. 15, 1984, when he urged postponement of a
reportedly “imminent” restart vote until several out-
standing issues had been settled. That vote was de-

layed at the time.

Arguments at the May 22 session will condense
into a few hours the five years of debate that has
produced more than 30,000 pages of official NRC
records. Presentations by intervenor groups will-te

From Page Al

limited to about 10 or 15 minutes,
according to Joanne Doroshow, at-
torney for Three Mile Island Alert,
an anti-nuclear group.
Representatives from four rec-
ognized intervenors will speak at
the May 22 meeting — GPU Nu-
clear Corp., plant operator; Three
Mile Island Alert; Union of Con-
cerned Scientists, and Norman and
Marjorie Aamodt of Coatesville.

Besides Thornburgh, Rep.
George W. Gekas, R-Harrisburg,
whose district includes the Lon-
donderry Twp. nuclear plant site,
has said he also will ask to speak at
the session.

Local groups, both for and
against restart, have scheduled
buses to take them to the NRC
meetings in Washington.

Three Mile Island Alert has
scheduled a news conference for
Monday in the Dauphin County
Courthouse. Local politicians and
religious leaders opposed to the
Unit | restart will speak. Among
those scheduled to appear are
Gekas and state Sen. John

Shumaker, R-Grantville.

TMI Alert this weekend is
manning an information table at
Harrisburg East Mall, where vol-
unteers are distributing pamphlets
and taking names of people inter-
ested in riding buses to the Wash-
ington meetings, according to
spokeswoman Kay Pickering.

The anti-nuclear group also
has scheduled a gathering at
Riverfront Park for next Saturday.
The rally will mark the third anni-
versary of a non-binding referen-
dum in which Dauphin County
voters overwhelmingly objected to
the restart of TMI Unit 1..

“There is going to be a lot of
different actions and activities,”
Pickering said about the days lead-
ing up to the NRC vote. “Some
will be organized and some will be
individualized.”

Positive Response Organiza-
tion for Women, a pro-nuclear
group, has scheduled two buses to
attend the May 29 meeting.

Ruth Merchant, executive di-
rector of PRO Women, said the
gYoup was ‘“‘quite disappointed
that [ThornbiflifB] hds taken an
anti-nuclear position on TMI."

Inside:

« NRC schedules
briefing on Unit 1
generators — A2

than they would have if Unit | had
been on line.

"The chamber’s position is. of
course, a reasonable one from their
perspective,” Hochendoner said at
a noon news conference at the
courthouse. “Unfortunately, it is
my conviction their perspective is
the wrong one."

Hochendoner, a Democrat and
the minority commissioner, did not
dispute that operation of- Unit |
would reduce the cost of electrici-
ty to companies across the state.
“But TMI is here, and we, not they,
will have to live with the dangers
of TMI.

“Speaking in economic terms,
as the chamber does, we in Dau-
phin County have a lot more to
lose than industrialists around the
state" if there is another accident

See COMMISSIONER—Page A2
|

est in restart of Unit I. but that the
utility was not involved in the in-
dustrialists' request for restart.

He added that restart would
save GPU service area customers
S72 million the first year.

Industrial and residential cus-
tomers of Metropolitan Edison Co-
one of three partner utilities in
GPU. would save on utility hills if
the plant goes on line.

Mel-Ed's Bruce Mcl ear .o:d
reluming Unit . io power wn /c
result in savings ranging from
percent for light industry to “2
percent for heavy industry compa-
nies. Residential bills would be de-
creased about 8.5 percent, he said.
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TMI insurance

EDITOR.
| SEE in The Patriot that a
number of businesses have now
come forward all in favor of a
TMI #1 restart. | would assume
we are all to believe that sud-
denly the management of GPU is
bursting with new found integ-
rity, honesty, Intelligence and
reliability; that the NRC now
has their act together and over-
night have become the technical
experts we supposedly can ex-
pect to protect our safety and
well being. Too, the reactor op-
erators themselves are finally
honestly qualified. But one ques-
tion remains. If this nightmare
called a power plant is so totally
safe then why can't we buy low-
coat nuclear disaster insurance
backed by the federal govern-
ment? After all, such insurance
is available to protect losses
from floods. There should be lit-
tle risk for Washington, alter
all. their NRC says the plant is
safe. Surely they can believe
their own experts.
| personally would feel safer
if the general corporate offices
of the parent company of GPU
were not safely in New Jersey
but located on Three Mile Island.
I would also expect all officers
and executives of that company
to be requited to locate their
families within five miles of the
island and thus to share our risks
to life and property. Maybe the
profits would take a back seat to
safety. And maybe safety would
become more than another word
in the dictionary for GPU
—Charles W. Schoell,
Harrisburg

NRC rips'
restart
proposal

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Doubts
about the safety of steam genera-
tors at Three Mile Island Unit |
caused Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission members to ask dozens of
questions yesterday that conceiva-
bly could force the owners of the
utility to produce a new accident
analysis before Unit 1 restart is de-
cided.

Two commissioners most criti-
cal of GPU Nuclear Corp.'s restart
plans — James Asselstine and
Frederick Bemthal — were joined
by Chairman Nunzio Palladino.
The chairman has been pushing for
a restart vote, which he said
Wednesday, was “expected” next
month.

It was unclear how long such
an accident analysis would take, or
whether it will be required of GPU
Nuclear. It could force the NRC to
delay a restart decision past May.
when the NRC technical staff has
said the TMI Unit 1 plant in Lon-
donderry Twp. would be physical-

ly ready.

The need for a safety report on
potential accidents involving
steam generator tube failures was
raised by the Union of Concerned
Scientists, an intervenor in the
Unit 1 restart proceeding.

All of Unit I's 31.000 generator
tubes were repaired for chemical
corrosion in 1982-83. Nuclear en-
gineer Robert Pollard of the Union
of Concerned Scientists said the
weakened tubes would be unable
to withstand the stress forced by a
rapid cooldown of the reactor in a
postulated accident. Under various
scenarios, he predicted off-site re-
leases were likely in the event of
such accident where tubes in one
or both of the generators ruptured.

Pollard also charged that GPU
Nuclear was degrading plant pro-
cedures for handling generator-re-
lated accidents. If GPU Nuclear's
claim that it has brought the gen-
erators back to their original con-
dition was correct, lawyer Ellyn
Weiss of the Union of Concerned
Scientists asked, “Why is GPU Nu-

clear asking to violate all these
safety conditions?"

GPU President Philip R. Clark
countered strongly that the
revised procedures were “"better."
allowing operators more flexibili-
ty in handling potential accidents

"They are not. let me repeat,
ate not the result of any special
consideration for our steam gener-
ators." Clark said. "They do not
violate applicable safety limits and
they enhance our ability to protect
public health and safety."

The Unit | steam generators,
he concluded, are "suitable for op-
eration in everv respect.”

While Pollard said no other
Babcock & Wilcox-designed plants
had altered accident procedures
this way. Clark predicted that
most of them would eventually.

Given that. Palladino insisted
that GPU Nuclear provide some
idea how long it would take to pro-
duce a safety analysis on postulat-
ed generator accidents of the kind
that has not been done at TMI
since the early 1970s but has been
required at newer nuclear plants.
GPU spokeswoman Lisa Robinson
said the company probably would
respond within several days.

“I'm left trying to balance it."
Palladino said.

“I'm trying to get to your un-
derlying motivation." added Com-
missioner Bernthal.

The meeting ended with that
standoff, although Pollard rushed
over to the press table alter the
meeting. He challenged Clark s
assertion that GPU Nuclear had
not proposed to change its accident
procedures because of generator
tube weaknesses the company
contends have been adequately re-
paired

The NRC has not scheduled
further meetings on the steam gen-
erator question or on the restart of
TMI Unit .
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TMI restart
decision day
is May 29

By Mick Rood

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission will
vote May 29 on lifting its August
1979 order closing the undamaged
Unit 1 nuclear reactor at Three
Mile Island.

NRC commissioners have spec-
ulated on when a vote would be
taken several times since 1981, but

the May 29 date set in an order'g

issued yesterday is the first specif-1~
ic one. i
Even if the NRC votes, as ex-

NRC Unit OKs
TMI’s Training
Of Operators

By Leslie R. Klein

Intelligonter Journal Stsrff

A Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission_ board Thursday ap-
{)roved_ Three Mile Island's opera
or training program, one of sev-
eral issues that have blocked
restart of the plant’s Unit 1 reac-
tol

p

The Atomic Safety and Li-
censing Board said in a nine-page
opinion that GPU Nuclear Corp
rgns _a “fundamentally sound"
training program .

The _ board cautioned that
some evidence must still be stud-
ied and at least one program sede-
ficiency” will likely be noted by
the board when it issues a more
formal report on the. training

ci issue in the next two weeks
* But it concluded that the pro-

TMI nightmares

EDITOR:
THIS is the first letter | have

cram has "no defects that cannot
be timely remedied."
.. Meanwhile. GPU Nuclear of-
ficials told a citizens' panel meet-
ing in Lancaster Thursday night
that defueling of the damaged
Unit 2 reactor may be delayed one
or two months i

The NRC's citizens advisory
anel on the TMI cIeanuR, chaired
y Lancaster Mayor Arthur E.
Morris, also learned that the con-
tainment building will be vented
during removal of the plenum
from the reactor vessel, olanned
for the last two weeks of May

Operator training became a
key issue before the NRC after
allegations that Unit 1 operators
cheated on licensing exams in
1981

After an investigation in 1982,
the licensing board concluded that
plant management _;:failed to
safeguard the integrity of its ex-
amination process,” r

James Floyd, former TMI op-
erations supervisor, was convict-
ed earlier this year of cheating on

-Cfrr Corning Nruix, kxnrtwt.h.. IfHN.IM3.IM5~

GPU says '79 emissions
too small to bring harm

By MARY WARNER
Staff Writer

General Public Utilities Corp.,
responding to recent lawsuits
stemming from the March 28.
1979, accident at Three Mile Is-
land, says the radiation emitted
that day was too small to harm
anyone.

GPU attorneys made the state-
ment in their answer to Dauphin
County Court suits filed March 22
by 43 people, who blamed the acci-
dent for cancer, birth defects,
heart ailments and other disorders.

Since then, the number of peo-
ple filing similar suits has topped

0.

The suits say the plaintiffs
were emotionally distressed ahd
were exposed to radiation during
the accident at GPU’s nuclear
plant in Londonderry Twp. and the
following cleanup.

But GPU’s answer says any in-
jury they suffered was “the result
of natural forces or the conduct of
other persons or entities" un-
known to GPU and beyond its con-
trol.

"Emissions of radioactive
gases from the TMI facility ...
were not of such quantity or quail-

ty to have caused Injuries or death
to any persons,” the answer says.

Government officials who
studied data on releases during the
accident said the largest dose any-
one got was no higher than the
normal variation in natural back-
ground radiation.

But some TMI critics have
questioned the monitoring during
the early hours of the accident.
And the TMI Public Health Fund is
financing a study of claims of high
cancer rates in areas that were
downwind from the plant that
morning.

The recent flurry of lawsuits
apparently was triggered in part
by news in February that GPU’s
insurance companies had agreed to
pay millions of dollars in settling ,
some of the injury claims filed |
shortly after the accident. |

The companies said they want-
ed to avoid the expense of trials
and were not admitting liability.

GPU’s answer to the recent
suits says they are barred by the
statute of limitations, which says
generally that personal injury
claims must be filed within two
years after the plaintiff detected
the injury.

% ever written on this subject, but
| feel that the time has come to

pected, to lift the 1979 order, plant jl make my feelings known.

operator GPU Nuclear Corp, will
not begin warming up the plant

for full-scale operation unless the
NRC staff has declared the plant

physicall ¥£H§/

S | had--anether dream last
! nightmare! | still occasionally,J
- haive these dreams, and they are
- almost always the same, ran in
.2 these dreams, we are trying to

I = gather all of our family together

But the May 29 vote here is|’ from scattered places, hurriedly

considered by most veteran NRC
observers as tantamount to a re-
start decision. Prior to the long-
anticipated NRC action, the com-
mission on May 22 will hear oral
arguments reducing six years of
restart controversy into a few
hours. Both meetings, starting at 2
p.m., will be open to the public.
Arguments will be limited at
the May 22 session to short presen-

tations by intervenor groups
which have been participating in
the Unit ! restart case. They are:
GPU Nuclear, the NRC staff, the
commonwealth, Union of Con-
cerned Scientists, Three Mile Is-
land Alert and Norman and Mar-
jorie Aamodt of Coatesville.

The commission also — as it
has in the past — may agree to
hear area congressmen if they ask
to speak. Rep. George W. Gekas,
R-Harrisburg, whose district in-
cludes the Londonderry Twp.
plant, said he intends to ask for
speaking time May 22.

The commission “will not en-
tertain any requests to speak” at
the May 29 voting session, it said
yesterday.

(Coincidentally, an NRC
appeals board yesterday ruled
against a motion by Three Mile Is-
land Alert to overturn an NRC li-
censing board’s decision that Unit
1 steam generator tube repairs
were safe. TMIA had contended
that recently discovered defects in
the generators had not been prop-
erly considered.)

TMI Unit 1 was down for refu-
eling when the accident on March
28, 1979, damaged its companion
reactor, Unit 2. By August of that
year, the NRC had outlined in an
indefinite shutdown order more
than 100 equipment and staff im-
provements that GPU Nuclear had
to make at Unit 1.

Gov. Dick Thornburgh and
anti-nuolear Intervenor groups

have contended the NRC is about
to act on the restart issue without
holding adjudicatory hearings on
several outstanding safety . mat-
ters. The governor and the inter-
venors have asked the NRC to re-

'trying to pack our suitcases and
=0 make a hasty retreat after a TMI
> a«jdent*.°roniy”this~tim,e the
)* dream was much worse. In my

dream, the authorities were
trying to distribute potassium
iodide pills to the citizens of this
area, but there weren’t enough
pills to go around. My family
and | were together, but we just
couldn't seem to get our suit-
cases packed fast enough, and
we couldn’t find the keepsakes
we wanted to take with us in
case we could never return to
our home. When | awoke | just
couldn’t get this dream out of
my mind. It was so vivid.

I am not a person given to
hysteria. | am a mature, respon-
sible adult who feels that our
elected officials must prevent
the restart of TMI's Unit I. The
people of this area have made it
known by mandate that this is
their wish.

I know this will be disputed
by the pro-nuclear people and
the friends of TMI. But as faras |
am concerned, the credibility of
the owners and operators of
TMI is non-existent. | and a host
of other people couldn't believe
them even if they said that the
sky is blue and grass is green.
TMI's effects on the health of
many of our citizens will contin-
ue to be swept under the carpet
by some health officials.

If we had known how close
to a meltdown TMI was six
years ago. | shudder to think of
the panic that would have ar-
isen. When we left our home for
another area during that fateful
weekend following the accident,
we didn't know whether we
would ever be able to return to
our home again, and | didn’t
know whether | would ever
again see my sister or brothers
and other loved ones.

If TMI is allowed to restart
Unit 1, the people in this area
will have been betrayed! To our

elected officials: Please, please
do not allow the restart of Unit
1! Let the clean-up of Unit 2 con-
tinue to its completion and then
cover everything over with con-
crete, letting it stand as a memo-
rial to all that has happened and
to what could happen again. It's
too late for us who have been
exposed to TMI since it began
operation, but for the sake of
generations to come, please
don’t make the mistake of giving
them a chance to again prove
their incompetency and to sub-
ject the citizens of this area to
another near disaster. The next
time the disaster could be com-
plete!

—Marie DeFrank,

Steelton

a licensjng test;

In the'opinion released Thurs-
day, the licensing board said GPU
Nuclear "has made an appropri
ate management response to the
cheating incidents.”

Restart opponents have
a[jgued the training program isin-
adequate and contend manage-
ment integrity is still a major con-
sideration in whether the NRC
should keep Unit 1 closed

The licensing board did report
1 that there is a very substantial
[;ossmlllty_that we may find the

MI-1 training program inade-
quate because of the lack of for-
mal job-performance evalua-
tions,"

‘GPU Nuclear does not use
periodic formal evaluations of on-
the-job performance to revise its
training program The NRC staff
has arguea those evaluations.
should be required. i

The licensing board said the
company uses performance in
such things as simulator exer-
cises, drills and °‘ on-the-job
check-outs to judge the success
ofits training, _ .

. But the deficiency can be el-
iminated by requiring GPU Nu-
clear to use job performance
evaluations in studying its train-
ing program. The ‘company has
“implied that it could accept such
acondition,” the board wrote.

It added that evaluation of job
performance is “almost by “its
very nature a function best” per-
formed after restart ...”

Involving 4 Workers

TMI Toor
Judgment’
Won't Be Cited

The operator of Three Mile Is-
land used "poor judgment" but
will not be served with a violation
notice for a December incident in
which four workers inside TMI's
Unit 1 reactor ingested a small
amount of radioactive particles,
the federal Nuclear Regulatory
Commission has decided.

NRC radiation safety and
safeguards director Thomas T
Martin wrote GPU Nuclear that
“As was alleged (by workers) the
findings of this inspection indicate
poor judgement on the part of the
licensee in evaluating the radio-
logical hazards associated with
the steam generator eddy current
probe removal task...”

Martin said that while the
findings indicate a violation did
tycqur. no violation notice will be
issued against the utility because
IGPU personnel “self-identified
<*ndcorrected (the) deficiencies "
Contacting the NRC after
they ingested the particles, two of
Hie four workers blamed the inci-
pient on GPU's refusal to provide
respiratory protection equipment
- Radiation detection equip-
ment indicated there would not be
«Significant airborne radioactive
Fnaterial and decided the respira-
tors were not necessary, the in-
spection report said

*tindni( Patriot Xr

TMI: Six years later

Cleanup is costing more |
than plant’s construction

By FRANK LYNCH
Staff Writer

By the time workers finish
cleaning up after the accident at
Three Mile Island Unit 2, GPU Nu-
clear Corp, will have spent $1 bil-
lion.

That’s about $300 million more
than it cost to build the plant,
which went into commercial oper-
ation in December 1978.

Costs are so high, officials say,
because technicians have never be-
fore faced a reactor in quite the
same situation that Unit 2 is in.
Tools and equipment used in
cleanup need to be engineered and
made from scratch. Many cleanup
procedures are pioneering endeav-

rs.

"The uniqueness of the situa-
tions makes it so expensive," said
TMI spokesman Gordon Tomb. “In
a lot of areas we are adapting new
techniques. There is kind of an ex-
perimental nature to some of the
stuff we're designing.”

For instance, GPU Nuclear re-
ported this month that 250 canis-
ters are being assembled to collect
and temporarily store damaged
fuel from the reactor when defuel-
ing begins this summer.

Three types of the stainless
steel canisters will be delivered to
the island beginning this spring.

Two are designed for use in
vacuuming small debris from the

reactor coolant system. One will
collect gravel-sized material, and
the other will gather particles
smaller than 100 microns. (A mi-
cron is one-millionth of a meter.) A
third type of canister will be used
for removing large pieces of debris
and will be loaded with long-han-
dled. specially designed tools.

The price tag for the 250
drums is $4.3 million, or about
$17,200 each.

All but $38 million of the
cleanup budget is in place, and
Tomb said officials are confident
the shortfall — which represents 4
percent of the $987 million
cleanup tab — will be secured.
"While it's not an insubstantial
amount. It [the $38 million] is not
considered that serious," Tomb
said.

Currently, the company is in-
stalling fuel-transfer mechanisms
that will transport the specially
designed fuel containers from the
reactor area to one of two of Unit
2's spent fuel pools.

Also, work is continuing on
identifying possible locations in
the reactor system where fuel
debris may have accumulated out-
side the reactor vessel.

The next milestone in the
cleanup process is the removal of
the plenum — the supporting
structure that guides the fuel rods
into the reactor — scheduled for
May. That will clear the way for

consider, and have petitioned the
3rd Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals
to order more hearings.

But in a pivotal order Feb. 25,
the NRC decreed no more hearings
were “warranted.” A 3-2 commis-

sion majority said, “The restart
proceeding was not intended to li-
tigate all licensee’s past failings,
but rather to determine whether
TMI-I*"an be safely operated
now.”

(o}

workers to begin taking fuel and
debris from the reactor vessel and
sealing it in the specially designed
canisters.

Those canisters later will be
loaded into specially designed
shipping casks supplied by the
U.S. Department of Energy. Next
spring, the casks will be hauled to
the Idaho National Engineering
Laboratory for research.

The cleanup funding, as out-
lined in 1980 by Gov. Dick Thorn-
burgh. relies on a patchwork of
contributors. They are:

> GPU customers, $246 mil-
lion.

U.S. nuclear power compa-
nies, through the Edison Electric
Institute. $153 million.

U.S. Department of Energy,
$83 million.

GPU corporate funds, $82
million.

Pennsylvania taxpayers,
$30 million.

Proceeds of an out-of-court
settlement resulting from a law-
suit GPU filed against Babcock and
Wilcox Co., the designer of.the
plant. $21 million.

Japanese utility companies,
$18 million.

New Jersey taxpayers. $1!
million
v* Insurance proceeds, which

already have been spent, $305 mil-
lion.
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TMI: Six years later
$710 million in loss claims remain to be

Bv PETER KELLEY
Staff Writer

Even people who believe they
were not injured by the 1979 acci-
dent at Three Mile Island have suc-
cessfully sued the plant's owners
and engineers for economic losses.

But six years later, $110 mil-
lion of their claims for lowered
property values or lost business re-
main unpaid.

One anti-TMI activist. Kay
Pickering of Harrisburg, has wait-
ed since August 1981 for $40.61
that she claimed in accident-relat-
ed expenses. .

THE U.S. Middle District Court
In Harrisburg recently reduced
even that award, dismissing bills
for her long-distance phone calls
to relatives and leaving only what
she paid a neighbor to take care of
her cat while she left town — $5.

Pickering still has not received
the $5.

Meanwhile, 76 attorneys who
mounted a spate of lawsuits after
the accident collected more than
$2 million in fees on a single date
in December 1982.

“It's just a big game between
big business and these attorneys
and accountants, and the little peo-
ple are going to lose out all the
way around." is Pickering's pre-
diction.

ALFRED WILCOX, a Philadel-
phia atlnrney who represents the
plant's insurance companies, takes
a different view.

"Priorities had to be establish-
ed,” Wilcox said. "Everyone's
claims are settled. The question is
>>aw many will be allowed."

-m'lions in claims — and
es — all stem from a
bs-action lawsuit filed
->eks of the accident,
r by dozens of residents

usinesses.

anyone within 25 miles of TMI
who fled the area, lost business or
could prove that the plant's noto-
riety had hurt property values
could put in an insurance claim.

THE SUIT officially ended in
September 1981. when the court
approved a settlement proposed
six months before.

The insurance pools that Wil-
cox represents — American Nu-
clear Insurers and Mutual Atomic
Energy Liability Underwriters —
agreed to set up a $20 million set-
tlement fund (with another $5 mil-
lion earmarked for "public health"
projects and research).

Final word on payments from
both funds was given to Judge Syl-
via Rambo, in whose court the suit
was heard.

Eventually, in February 1983,
Rambo directed the fund to settle
nearly 11,000 claims for transpor-
tation and lost wages. Checks to-
taling $2.35 million went out.
“The first priority was for evacu-
ation expenses." Wilcox recalled.

BY FAR the largest claims,
however,-and the most thorny to
settle, were the remaining 3,400
for lost property value, business or
corporate good will. And while the
settlement fund has steadily accu-
mulated interest, there still is not
enough money to go around.

“My impression is that there is
something on the order of $15 mil-
lion remaining, but more than
$100 million in claims,” Wilcox
said. Pickering's comment: "Peo-
ple will get a percentage, is what's
going on now."

Apart from the years of frus-
tration in following her own tiny
claim, what irks Pickering and
others she has talked to about the
TMI settlement is that millions of
dollars from the fund already have
gone to pay attorneys and a Phila-
delphia accounting firm.
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10 years of championing ’the little guy ' end

Consumers lose

By GEORGE WEIGEL
Staff Writer

He's been called practically ev-
erything from a “living legend”
and a "champion of the little guy"”
to names that are better left un-
said.

"Blunt" is the word that keeps
coming up when people describe
him.

Never one to hedge on his be-
liefs. he's the type of guy who will
scrap with someone one moment
and then turn around and bear-hug
1pm the next.

HIS OUTSPOKEN, pull-no-
punches nature has miffed many,
put friends and foes alike respect
him and need never doubt his hon-

otty.

« “There's one point, however, on
which most everyone would
ggree. When Michael Johnson
steps down from the state Public
Utility Commission at the end of
this week. Pennsylvania con-
sumers will be losing their fore-
most ally in the fight against high-
er utility rates.

Here's a guy who has repeated-
ly charged utilities with gouging
consumers — but found himself
helplessly on the short end of nu-
merous 4-1 votes in opposing rate
increases.

HE USES words such as "rip-
off." "exploit" and even "rape” to
describe what utility companies
are doing to ratepayers.

Once, he even threatened to
sue his fellow commissioners after
Philadelphia Electric Co. was
granted a $221.7 million rate in-
crease.

Those kinds of words and ac-

tions haven't exactly endeared him
— at least publicly — to his col-
leagues and those in the utility in-
dustry.
; But being the type who fights
to the end for whatever he believes
ij right, Johnson has kept right on
Criticizing and voting no.

; AS HE approaches the end of
bis 10-year term, the 72-year-old
Johnson describes his tenure on
the PUC as a "lonesome journey."
- His biggest regret is not being
able to have done more for the
consumer.

"Justice for the little people.”
he says. “l never was able to ac-
domplish that. | still don't think
residential ratepayers, particularly
senior citizens, are being treated
justly."

Obviously, he places much of
the blame on profit-minded utility
companies. But he also blames the
system for letting it happen — in-

A REVIEW of fund records at
the Federal Building in Harrisburg
shows that the accountant. Heffler
and Co. of 3 Penn Center Plaza,
has been paid on a monthly basis
ever since March 1982 to manage
the fund.

The firm's total take in three
years: more than $385,000 (the
amount of one bill paid is not
recorded).

Meanwhile, the lead attorney
for all those who joined the class
action, David Berger of Philadel-
phia, collected $1,389,006 as a fee
on Dec. 9, 1982 — billing at rates
of $250 and $260 an hour. His fam-
ily firm got another $176,056 for
expenses and an additional
$20,112 for preparing time re-
ports.

Other attorneys collected on
that date, too, for a grand total of
justover $2.5 million including ex-
penses. Their bills were whittled
down, a{ Rambo’s insistence, from
an original $4 million.

THE NEXT day, the judge gota
letter from Sherly J. Togans Jr. of
Oberlin. Togans wrote objecting to
"any partial settlement” for his
own bills, the court docket duly
notes, and adjusted them to
$101.19 for lodging gnd $95.12 for
meals that he bought when he fled
his hometown at the time of the
accident.

Representing such clients and
running the $5 million “public
health" portion of the fund has
continued to be profitable for Ber-,
ger's firm. The docket shows he
was paid another $182,000 in May
1983, $111,000 in February 1984,
and $157,500 in September 1984.

In addition, Berger has been
authorized to spend large sums on
consultants — most recently.
$60,000 for the flve-month period
that ends next week.

ally

eluding the PUC bureaucracy, his
fellow commissioners and the me-

dia.

FOR EXAMPLE, he says the

Asked why, four years after Its
creation, the public health fund
still holds an estimated $5 million,
Berger told the Sunday Patriot-
News: “I have no intention of
being bulled, bulldozed or shoved
into any quick decisions."

HE PROMISED that by a dead-
line next year that Rambo set,
“virtually all the money will have
been spent" on research with

“worldwide significance.

The docket also shows that on
April 15. 1981, Rambo ordered all
funding requests sealed to the pub-
lic until further notice — along
with future orders containing her
decisions.

Thus, not even Pickering —
who says people call her Three
Mile Island Alert office from all
over the country with questions
about their long-outstanding

claims — can say which local busi-
nesses have filed the largest dam-
age claims.

“By December of 1983 they
(fund administrators] were sup-
posed to have all these claims
paid," she said.

“"Meanwhile, they make lots of
money off of all of us folks who
think we’re going to get a check in
the mail sometime, one of these
years.”
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PUC member
signs off

EDITOR:

AFTER »>4 YEARS of con-
tinuous service as a PUC com-
missioner. my term, at last, will
end March 31, 1985. Unless a
successor can be nominated by
the governor, examined by the
Senate Committee and con-
firmed by a % vote of the total
State Senate, within days of my
departure, the seat will remain
vacant for weeks, months and
possibly more than a year. That,
however, will not be my prob-
lem.

The 914 years have been
painful for me — if not for other
as well. | learned quickly that
ratepayers could be. and were
being abused, exploited and, |
believe, ripped off by a system
that is concerned only with how-
better the utilities can be treat-
ed.

| have voted against rate in-
creases almost consistently —
not because | wanted to be "the
dissenter,” but because | firmly
believed that voting "yes" in
those instances would have con-
stituted a violation of my oath of
office and of the law which
governs regulation of investor-
owned utilities.

I have filed many dissents.
Recently, in a case patiently at
odds with the law, 1 wrote an
"Amicus Curiae” brief in sup-
port of those parties who had
appealed a commission decision

law that places the "full burden of
proof* on utilities to justify their
rate increases is loosely followed,
if at all.

"This commission’s standard
of what is a full burden of proof is
appalling.” he says.

And he's peeved that the com-
mission regularly approves higher
rate increases than that recom-
mended by the PUC's own trial
staff, whose job is to represent the
public’s interest in rate cases.

Commission ‘convinced' Smith is impartial

Jil 5 '%6
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By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

+ Convinced" that Administra-
tive | aw Judge lvan W. Smith is
impartial, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission yesterday listed its
reasons for not disqualifying him
from presiding over the Three Mile
Island Unit | restart case.

In a closed meeting March 26,
the NRC voted 5-0 not to disquali-
fy- Smith but gave no justification
for the decision at that time

Attorneys for intervenors in
the TMI Unit ! case, including the
state of Pennsylvania, had de-

manded that Smith step down af-
ter he wrote a federal judge to
plead leniency for James Floyd.

Floyd, a former TMI supervi-
sor. had been found guilty of
cheating on an NRC operator li-
censing test and was awaiting sen-
tencing when Smith wrote his let-
ter to U.S Middle District Judge
Sylvia H. Rambo on Dec. 27. Floyd
eventually was given a suspended
sentence

Attorneys for the NRC'’s tech-

nical staff agreed that Smith had
shown the appearance of bias.

But the commission said yes-
terday that Smith had not violated
provisions of the Judicial Code of
Ethics. The judge had not exerted
undue influence on a trial and had
not officially testified for Floyd.

As to a judicial code provision
directing judges to abstain from
“public comment about a pending
or impending proceeding in any
court." the commission said it
didn't apply. Smith was imparting
specific information to another
c*H, not n.«king “general public
comment.”

to the Commonwealth Court.
This was the first time a com-
missioner had ever done so.
Why did 1 dissent so fre-
quently? Not because | sought
publicity and not because | co-
veted higher office. | did so be-
cause | believed that following
the law and precedent faithfully
was in the best interest of the
public and that | was obliged to

Intervenors also had objected

defend the law.

My leaving the commission
(not by choice — but by law)
seems to have become a well-
guarded secret in the media,
with press, radio and TV ignor-
ing it. as If it were a non-event.

Perhaps it is not
newsworthy — perhaps the
ratepayers do not want to be in-
formed. It matters little at this
point.

If you (the readers) had been
of help to me during the years as
1 tried to be of help to you. | am
grateful to you.

If it mattered not one bit to
you how much more the rate-
payers had to pay for utility ser-
vice. that alone could be the rea-
son why the rates have risen so

wildly.

In any event, I'll pack my
things and start for home. Being
a commissioner has been a lone-
ly experience — a lonesome
journey. My best wishes to my
successor and to all ratepayers.

—Michael Johnson,
Harrisburg

TMI protest

EDITOR:

THIS IS in response to James
B. Bogar's letter of March 11.
criticizing “fearmongers” who
"use" children in their front
lines to grab headlines, as in the
most recent gate march at TMI.

We marchers are not fear-
mongers. but we are afraid. A
major accident at a nuclear facil-
ity — the thing we were
promised was next to impossible
— has become for us a daily re-
ality.

Yes, we grab headlines, and
we grab headlines for the chil-
dren. Their safety and their
right to live in a clean world, not
profit margins or dividends,
have always been our first con-
cern.

-Cese Viti,
Mechanicsburg

NRC lists reasons for exonerating judge

“The right to an impartial adju-

to Smith’s sympathetic comments
about utility employees caught up
in TMI investigations. Even Com-
missioner James Asselstine. who
disagreed with the way the NRC
reached its vindication of Smith,
said, “I cannot fault Judge Smith
for being protective of due process
rights.”

Attorneys for Three Mile Is-
land Alert Im had objected to
Smith’s treatment of them and
their witnesses during Unit | pro-
ceedings.

dicator does not mean that favor-
able rulings must be divided equal-
ly between the parties, or that a
judge may not occasionally use
strong language toward a party or
in expressing his views on matters
before him,” the commission said.

Although he agreed with the
outcome. Asselstine said in sepa-
rate views that Smith had violated
the spirit, if not the letter, of the
judicial code by writing the letter
to Rambo. Asselstine called it
“poor judgment.”
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GPU safety
claims flawed

EDITOR:

IN THE MARCH 17 "Wash-
ington Watch" column. GPU
spokesperson Lisa Robinson
accused me of making "scurri-
lous comments." of "fear
mongering and of “frightening
the public" regarding my reac-
tion to GPU s unprecedented re-
quest to allow certain damaged
steam generator tubes to remain
in service at TMI-1. | find such
name calling deserving of little
response. However, for the
record. | believe certain facts
should be stated.

When the TMI accident jolt-
ed this community six years ago,
little did anyone know the full
extent of misconduct in which
GPU and its subsidiaries were
involved, and in which they
would he later implicated. But
involvement in intentional,
sometimes criminal wrongdo-
ing. is not the only reason GPU
should not be trusted to operate
T™MI-1

The company is incom-
petent In late 19X1. GPU Nucle-
ar "accidentally” contaminated
Unit I's steam generators by al-
lowing a sulfur compound intd
the system. This sulfur com-
pound caused extensive crack-

under current conditions with
more than 2,250 plugged tubes
in that generator. According to
NRC inspector Richard Conte,
“The NRC's safety concern is
that with the additional block-
ing of tubes, you’re going to
lessen the reactor coolant sys-
tem flow of water in the reac-
tor."

What necessitated this re-
quest for change? Is GPU afraid
they are approaching their
plugging limit? It appears so. Is
the company trying to avoid
paying the $800,000 to $1 mil-
lion they say it will cost just to
plug these 200 tubes? Possibly.

ing of the steam generator’s
tubes. In testimony before Con-
gress, the NRC staff called TMI-
T’s steam generator damage the
worst in the entire country.

Steam generator tubes, it
should be noted, are among the
most sensitive structures in a
nuclear reactor. Each one of
these 31,000 long, skinny (.034
of an inch thick) tubes acts to
isolate from the outside environ-
ment the radioactive water
which circulates around the
reactor’s highly radioactive
core. If just one of those tubes
ruptured, that containment is
breached, and radioactive water
and steam would likely be re-
leased directly into the environ-
ment.

Since 1981, the company has
been trying to convince the pub-
lic that all 31,000 tubes which
were originally cracked have
been fixed and are good as new.
Common sense dictates that this
can not be true. The facts sup-
port this as well. In the view of
our technical experts, the risks
to which the company and the
NRC propose to subject this
community by allowing opera-
tion with these band-aid re-
paired steam generators are
enormous

Now the company has re-
quested an unprecedented relax-
ation in its requirement to plug
and remove from service deteri-
orated tubes. Right now. GPU is
trying' tb avoid plugging over
200 tubes which were recently
shown to he further damaged.
The company has already
plugged 1.009 tubes in one of its
generators. It mav not operate

fuiiddit Patrint Xr us.
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TMI repair
plan is sound

EDITOR:

ONCE AGAIN, in her letter
In last Sunday's Patriot-News,
Jganne Doroshow made reckless
claims about the steam genera-
tor repair program at Three Mile
Island Unit 1.

In her letter. Ms. Doroshow
said. “In the view of our techni-
cal experts, the risks to which
the company and the NRC pro-
pose to subject this community
by allowing operation with
these band-aid repaired steam
‘generators are enormous."

A few points need to be
made about that assertion. The
steam generator repair and test-
ing program is a S50 million
project, hardly a “band-aid.”
From the start. GPU Nuclear and
the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission's staff involved third-
party review groups in assessing*
the safety of the steam genera-
tor program — all to insure that
It represents no risk to the pub-
lic.

GPU Nuclear's third-party
group included experts from the
Argonne National Laboratory,
Lehigh University, MPR Associ-
ates, Babcock & Wilcox and the
Electric Power Research Insti-"
tute’s Non-Destructive Evalua-
tion Center. The NRC outside re-
view group included experts
from the Brookhaven and Oak
Ridge national laboratories and
the Franklin Research Corpora-

-

Pennsylvania State University.
Westinghouse. Gilbert Associ-
ates. Conam Inspection Services.
NUS Corp . NWT Corp.. Impel!
Corp., and Foster Wheeler to
provide data and to test materi-
als and assess elements of the
overall program.

As the culmination of such
appraisals, an NRC Atomic Safe-
ty and Licensing Board conduct-
ed public hearings and last Octo-
ber approved the steam
generator repair process. Ms.
Doroehow'’s organization. Three
Mlle Island Alert, sought those
bearings, but provided no expert
witness In support of Its conten-
tions.

It is easy to state in a letter
that facts are thus and so. It is
another matter to have the facts
tested in cross-examination be-
fore aa official hearing board.
GPU Nuclear submitted its case
In that manner; TMI Alert did
not. The licensing board heard
TMI Alert’s arguments and re-
jected them.

As TMI Alert's attorney, Ms.
Doroshow continues to press in
the media a case her group lost
before the licensing board. She
continually misrepresents the
nature of the steam generator
work, then objects when GPU
Nuclear seeks to set the record
straight.

Tactically, Ms. Doroshow
may feel her unending stream of
charges serves TMI Alert's pur-
poses in seeking to block the re-
start of TMI-1. Factually, how-
ever, the public needs to know
what she is really doing.

—Lisa G. Robinson,
Middletown

The writer is media repre-
sentative of GPU Nuclear Corp.

TEljr Patriot, HyrHIwg.Fk

theuzume:
FORUM

TMI restart
no benefit

EDITOR:

A RECENT letter to the edi-
tor entitled "TMI restart bene-
fits all" failed to give an accu-
rate economic overview and
ignored a number of significant
issues associated with restart.

The letter tailed to clearly
define the economic benefits
area residents could expect from
restart. Instead, the authok
dwelled upon the loss of revenue
GPU has experienced in the last
six years. Despite the cash drain,
GPU remains solvent and finan-
cially healthy and has recently
improved Its bond/economic
rating. (Wall Street Journal.
Feb. 25, 1985). GPU insists on
using “"economic fearmonger-
ing" as a means of justifying re-
start even though their financial
survival is not predicated on re-
start.

Most area residents are
PP&L customers but those who
are Met Ed customers can ex-

pect little or no financial relief
from restart. Currently, Met Ed
is asking the PUC. for a S26.7
million rate increase. A family
that uses 500 KW per month can
expect a S41.13-S51.73 increase
in their bills. Even if TMI Unit |
comes back on line. Met Ed resi-
dential customers will experi-
ence a substantial increase in
their bills.

In fact, if GPU is successful

If GPU’s public relations rep-
resentatives are so rattled by
criticism that they feel it neces-
sary to engage in name calling
with Individuals who know
more about the facts of this case
than they do, then that is sad. If
they think it's going to intimi-
date anyone from speaking out
against what is clearly an unsafe
plant and incompetent manage-
ment. forget it.

—Joanne Doroshow,
Harrisburg

The writer is an attorney tor

Three Mile Island Alert.

tion.

In addition, GPU Nuclear
called on other organizations, In-
cluding the Battelle Columbus
Laboratories, Oak Ridge Nation-
al Laboratory, the Massachu-
setts Institute Of Technology,

just their logic that stinks so.

TMI critics
qualified

in operating TMI Unit | at 30
percent capacity for 100 hours,
they can include the plant in
their rate base. This means that
the ratepayers will be paying for
the maintenance and operation
of Unit | even if it should shut
down (which is not a remote
possibility taking into considera-
tion the condition of the steam
tubes and steam generators).
Also note that ratepayers and
taxpayers have been picking up
a large part of the cleanup tab at
Unit 2 which amounts to an indi-

In any event, one thing is
clear. GPU's financial needs
have blinded it to the health and
safety risks to which it has sub-
jected the TMI community. And
it has been my experience that
they give false and misleading
statements on a regular basis. |
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People still seek answers; get nukespeak

THE PERSPECTIVE of six years has not
diminished the significance nor the impact of
the accident at Three Mile Island. This s true
despite the considerable efforts of the nucle-
ar industry to downplay it. For industry,
TMI was an event that killed no one and
served to validate the technology's safety
systems.

The industy's assertions about the rela-
tively benign nature of the nation's worst
accident at a commercial nuclear plant may
be true, except that there are some curious
actions suggesting otherwise. Recently
TMI's insurers failed to contest in court
nearly $4 million in personal injury claims
stemming from the accident. Involved were
73 individuals, mostly children but including
four adults who subsequently died.

Meanwhile, TMI-owner General Public
Utilities, at the instigation of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, has spent $100 mil-
lion to modify Unit 1. This has been done
despite the fact that Unit 1 was not involved
in the accident and. presumably, was at least
as safe as Unit 2 which performed so well,
according to the industry, in nuclear power’s
toughest test to date.

COULD IT BE that the accident actually
was more serious than the industry cares to
admit? Over and over again the people of
this area have been assured that there were
no health implications associated with the
accident, an assertion that has been inde-
pendently corroborated on more than one
occasion.

Yet, the industry — through its insurers
— chose to avoid what in American society
is the ultimate test of any claim of blameless-
ness — placing their case before the judg-
ment of a court. The excuse that this tactic
was taken solely to avoid the expense of a
trial is either false or unbelievably stupid.
This was a golden opportunity to put to rest
the “mythology" that the accident produced
a local epidemic of cancer.

Then we have the matter of NRC-or-
dered safety modifications that have affect-
ed not only TMI Unit 1, but virtually every
nuclear plant in the country. If the accident
demonstrated that nuclear-plant safety fea-

tures actually performed better than expect-
ed, then why is all this money being spent?
And why, after six years and millions of
man-hours of investigation and attention by
its staff and officials, is the NRC only now
on the threshold of deciding whether Unit 1
is sufficiently safe to restart? And finally, if
the accident really wasn't worth all of the
concern and commotion it has generated
over the past six years, why is it costing the
public something on the order of $3 billion to
deal with it?

THERE may be answers to these ques-
tions, but no one entity can answer them al!
authoritatively”. That in itself is one of the
more disturbing aspects in this entire drama
because it relects the continuation of a frag-
mented responsibility that was so much in
evidence during the accident. It is one more
indication that while there haye been many
surface changes surrounding TMI over the
past six years, the fundamentals remain
much as they were.

Normally, continuity is reassuring, but
that is not true in this case. This is an ele-
ment of the TMI scenario that neither the
industry nor its regulators have managed to
grasp, industry was Joo busy convincing it-
self that the accident bordered on being a
non-event, while the NRC wallowed in an
overabundance of bureaucracy and regula-
tions amid an absence of bold and deter-
mined leadership.

For the great majority of local residents,
the TMI accident was an event that was
inexcusably terrifying in its implications, if
not in its actual impact. They expected, and
rightly so, a degree of change equivalent to
the impact of the accident on their lives.
Instead they have gotten a countless number
of useless legal exercises that may have sat-
isfied some obscure NRC regulations. But
absolutely nothing has been done to meet the
expectations of a people whose once blind
faith in nuclear power has been shattered.

As the NRC finally untracks from its bu-
reaucratic inertia to approve restart there is
a disturbingly familiar quality about it all, as
if during the course of six years nothing of
substance has really changed.

<Ftie Patriot, Harrfcburt Pi.. Friday, AprH 5.1985
TMI critics
EDITOR:

IT IS DIFFICULT to know
how to respond to the letter by
Evelyn Daniel that appeared on
March 28 and the editorial.
“TMI Plus 6," that ran the same
day. Both the letter and the edi-
torial reflect fervently held
views that originated six years
ago during the period of the ac-
cident at TMI-2.

We respect the concerns ex-
pressed in the letter and the edi-
torial. Everything we have done
at Three Mile Island during
these six years has alleviated
such concerns.

Yet Ms. Daniel writes that
our only concern is “making a
buck,” and the editorial asserts
that "absolutely nothing has
been done” to meet the public's
expectations of TMI.

These are incredible state-
ments. A great volume of find-
ings from Nuclear Regulatory
Commission licensing and ap-
peal boards and inspections of
TMI-1 by the NRC staff, the In-
stitute of Nuclear Power Opera-
tions and Admiral Hyman G.
Rickover testify that the lessons
of the Unit 2 accident have been
fully applied at Unit | and that
the plant will be operated safely.

It's difficult for members of
the public to grasp the new real-
ity of operations at Three Mile
Island today, when they contin-
ue totbe bombarded with
timeworn perceptions that are
no longer true. Today, there are
more than 1,200 highly skilled,
highly motivated people opera-
ting TMI in the manner that Ms.
Daniel, The Patriot-News and
the public say they expect of us.

TMI-1 will only be operated
safely and properly.

—Douglas H. Bedell.
Middletown

The writer Is manager of
communications services for
GPU Nuclear Corp.

GPUNhTS RECENT two-page
ad was a very expensive attempt
to further misinform area resi-
dents about the health hazards

U of their mismanaged clean-up of
Unit 2. The ad, which was a re-
sponse to a series of articles ap-

+ pearing in the Philadelphia In-
quirer. alleged that “Inquirer
experts have little credibility.”

a To support that claim they cite

- the opinion of a judge who heard'
the testimony of Drs. John Gof-

|
B

]I' EDITOR:
a

to man and Karl Morgan. Since,

apart from that judge’s opinion.
GPUN offers no evidence which
taints the credibility of these
two men, | think their creden-
tials should be noted.

John Gofman holds a Ph.D.
in nuclear chemistry as well as
an M.D. degree, and is the for-
mer associate director of the
U.S. government's Livermore
Laboratories, Gofman discov-
ered two isotopes of uranium
and two isotopes of plutonium
which make the chemistry of
commercial nuclear fission pos-
sible. He isolated the first pluto-
nium for the Manhattan Project
during World War Il. Gotmans
medical research has resulted in
him being awarded several lec-
tureships, the Stouffer Prize for
outstanding medical research
and his selection by the Ameri-
can College of Cardiology as one
of the leading cardiology re-
searchers of the last quarter cen-
tury.
Karl Morgan is the former
director of the Health Physics
Division of the Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory and is popu-
larlv regarded as the "father of
health physics." He currently
sits on the Safety Advisory Pan-
el for PP&L's Berwick nuclear
plant and the Advisory Panel for
the TMI Public Health Fund.

| challenge GPUN to place
the credentials of any of their
employees beside those of these
distinguished scientists.

It appears that we should
add character assassination to
GPUN's list of crimes. It is
GPUN. and not these two noted
scientists, who possess little
credibility.

—Vera L. Stuchinski,
Harrisburg

rect cash subsidy for GPU.
Those who maintain that the

opponents of restart and other
like-minded activists are respon-
sible for eroding Pennsylvania's
economic competlveness are
simply wrong and misguided.
The main obstacle hindering
economic growth in Pennsylva-
nia is the skyrocketing electric
rates demanded by electric utili-

ties. These grossly inflated rales

are attributable to faulty con-

struction and design, inept man-
agement, and cost overruns at
nuclear power plants (Fortune
Magazine, Feb. 11, 1985).

There are other factors be-
side economics that need to be
weighed before a restart vote,
i.e. leak-rate falsifications at
Unit | and Unit 2, "whistle-
blower" allegations, the objec-
tivity of the ASLB Judge Ivan
Smith, the Justice Department
investigation of the NRC, and
the physical and psychological
impact on area residents. The in-
tegrity and competence of GPU
is still in question and Governor
Thornburgh, Senators Specter
and Heinz, and Congressmen
Walker. Gekas. and Goodling
are not convinced that GPU
possesses the requisite character
necessary to operate Unit |
without endangering the health
and safety of local residents.

—Eric J. Epstein,
Harrisburg
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20% core melt cited,
but no meltdown

From staff and wire reports

Up to 20 percent of the reactor
core may have melted when Unit 2
overheated at Three Mile Island,
scientists in Idaho say after com-
ing up with a likely chain of events
during the March 1979 accident.

But as a molten mass of urani-
um and metal flowed to the bot-
tom of the bullet-shaped reactor, it
cooled and solidified, leaving the
stainless steel outer vessel intact.

And so despite core tempera-
tures that reached 5,100 degrees
Farenheit, there was no eemelt-
down," according to Harold Bur-
ton, TMI programs manager for
EG&G Idaho, a federal contractor
at the Idaho National Engineering
Laboratory.

Scientists first announced in
February that fuel had melted in
the TMI accident. This latest re-
search, paid for by the U.S De-
partment of Energy and an-
nounced yesterday, backs up their
results.

It also gives the first detailed
hypothesis of what actually hap-
pened inside the core when a valve
outside stuck open and leaked vital
cooling water.

The results carry meaning for
the hundreds of cleanup workers
who intend to start removing fuel
debris this summer, a spokeswom-
an for the plant operators said yes-
terday.

“They'll be doing relatively
less vacuuming [of small particles]
and more removal of chunklike
material." said Lisa Robinson of
GPU Nuclear Corp.

Robinson added. "We don't ex-
pect the information released to-
day will effect the length <4 lime

— 172 years — or the expected
cost of defueling.”

Engineers now are designing
long-handled tools to handle the
larger chunks.

Workers are expected to dan-
gle the tools into the opened Unit 2
reactor from a platform, set on top
of a water-filled tank resembling
an above-ground swimming pool
that was moved over the 38-foot
vessel last summer.

Here's what happened in 1979,
according to Burton:

It was about 6:30 am. on
March 28, 2V? hours after the
valve stuck open, that metal and
fuel began to melt at the top of the
core.

Parts of the core reached 5,100
degrees Fahrenheit, the melting
point of uranium fuel and already
much hotter than the melting pbint
of the metal.

The liquid mass began to flow
downward, perhaps through pas-
sageways normally traveled by
the cooling water. Along the way,
the molten substances may have
damaged more of the metal core
structure.

At 6:54 a.m., reactor operators
let cooling water rush back .into
the core, which solidified the hot
mix of uranium and metal. At the
same time, the water caused the
remaining upper portion of the
core, which had become brittle, to
crumble into a bed of rubble.

Some of the material again
melted, and solidified at about 7:45
a m.. forming its own bed of rub-
ble at the bottom of the vessel. Re-
mote television pictures show the
debris is piled about 3 feet deep.
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50-50 meltdown

NRC findings press nuclear insurance reform

WITH restart of Three Mile Island Unit 1
at hand, it isn't exactly reassuring to learn
that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission es-
timates there is a 50-50 chance of a “severe
core melt accident" occurring over the next
20 years. The estimate was made at the re-
quest of the House Subcommittee on Energy
Conservation and Power which has jurisdic-
tion over the NRC.

A partial melting of the nuclear-fuel core
occurred during the TMI accident in 1979.
The kind of accident postulated in the NRC
estimate would likely be more serious than
the one at Unit 2. The probability of a reac-
tor-destroying accident occurring at any sin-
gle nuclear plant in the country during the
course of a year is one in 3,333, according to
the NRC, The chance of an accident causing
substantial damage beyond the plant is 10
times greater.

The NRC continues to consider the risks
of nuclear power acceptable and plans no
major efforts to reduce them. But it said that
judgment was conditional on the completion
of a study of severe accidents currently und-
erway. Only Commissioner James Asselstine
questions the wisdom of a public policy that
finds it acceptable “to expect a 50 percent
chance of another Three Mile Island or
worse in the next 20 years.” He believes the
NRC should be doing more to prevent such

accidents. Few who live in the region sur-
rounding TMI would disagree.

ONE CERTAIN consequence of a melt-
down is that it is going to be enormously
expensive. If nothing else, TMI has proven
that. The cost of cleanup, purchase of re-
placement power and the repair or abandon-
ment of the unit is estimated conservatively
at $3 billion. An accident at one of the newer
and considerably more expensive nuclear
plants could well prove to be twice as costly.

Yet, despite the experience of TMI and
the possibility of another serious accident,
there is not a nuclear plant in the country
that is even close to being Insured against all
related costs. Since TMI, the NRC has raised
the required coverage on a plant, but overall
insurance protection against an accident re-
mains far from adequate.

The implementation of appropriate safe-
guards against theTinancial fallout of future
nuclear mishaps should have been accom-
plished long ago, either by the NRC or Con-
gress. In the absence of federal action, the
states should have moved through their
legislatures or public utility commissions.
This has not been done, which is just one of
many indications that little was learned

(fjrom the nation’s first major nuclear acci-
ent.
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NRC refuses to revoke GPL/s operating license

By MICK ROOD

fir Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Nucle-

ar Regulatory Commission yester-
day denied 4-1 a petition by a

I group of centra! Pennsylvanians

£ proposing that the NRC revoke
GPU Nuciear Corp.'s operating li-
cense on grounds that the utility
lacks overall character.

Commissioner James Assel-
stine voted against the order deny-
ing the motion.

The commission denied the pe-
tition on a number of technical
grounds, but primarily because it
is the NRC's view that GPU Nucle-
ar's character is being considered
as part of the restart proceeding on
the undamaged Three Mlle Island

OUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT

NAME/ORGANIZATION
ADDRESS

Unit I

Yesterday's order noted the
commission already has stated
that:

“Whether there was one or
many past improper acts, the issue
today is whether adequate remedi-
al steps have been taken to provide
reasonable assurance that the
plant can be operated safely. Any
improper acts would need to be
considered in the aggregate only if
they still posed a current signifi-
cant safety concern.”

There was no discussion yes-
terday during a 60-second meeting
called to affirm the order.

GPU Nuclear, in arguing the
NRC should lift a 1979 shutdown

IS ESSENTIAL

order of Unit 1, has stated repeat-
edly that its revamped staff and
operating procedures at the nucle-
ar plant mean it can be operated
safely.

The petitioners had listed a
long series of GPU Nuclear infrac-
tions in regard to TMI Unit 1 and
the accident-damaged Unit 2. In-
cluded were the company’s alleged
“lying" about plant conditions at
the time of the Unit 2 accident six
years ago and subsequent operator
cheating on license examinations.

“Its character is something
which no organizational chart,
policy statement, budget or plan
can change.” the petition said.
“Character qualities are inherent,
and they are paramount considera-
tions because character qualities

IF THE UPDATES

permeate all acts and omissions of
licensee.”

Pennsylvania petitioners in-
cluded state Sen. John J. Shumak-
er, state Rep. Peter C. Wambach
Jr., Dauphin County Commission-
er Lawrence J. Hochendoner, for-
mer Harrisburg City Councilwom-
an Jane Perkins and Three Mile
Island Alert Inc., an intervenor in
the Unit 1 restart case.

Petitioners from New Jersey,
where General Public Utilities
Corp, operates the Oyster Creek
nuclear plant, included the Mon-
mouth County Sate Energy Alter-
natives Alliance, the Essex County
Women's International League for
Peace & Freedom, the Essex SEA
Alliance and the New Jersev
SANE.

IS TO CONTINUE -
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is a check for $5.00 for 12 months of UPDATES.
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NRC sets
restart date

of June 11

4-1 vote cites GPU
‘reasonable’ pledges

By Mick Rood
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission yester-
day pronounced the Three Mile Is-
land Unit | plant safe to operate,
ending nearly six years of contro-
versial deliberation.

Recalling the TMI Unit 2 acci-
dentin 1979 that caused the indefi-
nite Unit | shutdown, a 4-1 NRC
majority concluded in a restart or-
der that "pre-accident faults at
TMI have been corrected such that
there is reasonable assurance that
TMI-1 can and will be safely oper-
ated.”

NRC Chairman Nunzio Palladi-
no and Commissioners Thomas
Roberts. Lando W. Zech and Fred-
erick Bernthal signed the order.
James Asselstine was the dis-
senter.

Barring legal or mechanical
obstructions. Philip R. Clark, pres-
ident of GPU Nuclear Corp., said a
cautious start-up schedule to bring
Unit | to full power in 90 to 1110
days will begin soon after June 1!
— the effective date of the restart
order.

The plant would not actually
produce electricity until three or
four weeks into the start-up pro-
cess. when it reached 15 percent of
its 800-megawatt rated capacity.
Clark said.

GPU Nuclear was formed to
run the Londonderry Twp. facility
after the nation's worst commer-
cial nuclear accident, on March 28,
1979. destroyed the Unit 2 reactor.
Owned by General Public utilities
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Corp, of Parsippany, N.J.,TMI had
been operated by Metropolitan
Edison Co., a GPU subsidiary.

The NRC bucked substantial
public sentiment in central Penn-
sylvania and the opposition of
most of the area’s elected repre-
sentatives. who wanted still more
safety hearings on GPU Nuclear's
competence and character.

Intervenors in the Unit | pro-
ceeding — Three Mile Island Alert,
the Union of Concerned Scientists.
Norman and Marjorie Aamodt of
Coatesville and Gov. Dick Thorn-
burgh representing the state — all
said they will seek to overturn the
restart order in the 3rd U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Philadel-
phia.

A sometimes boisterous crowd
of about 200 people, including
more than 50 reporters and about
75 midstate residents both for and
against the restart, attended the
meeting. Palladino repeatedly

See NRC—Page A»
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gaveled down a minority of anti-
festart activists when they ap-
plauded. hooted, or yelled out
“murderers." "nazis." "traitors"
— and obscenities — during the
meeting.

The name-calling did not deter
a somber William G. Kuhns. GPU
board chairman. When a reporter
asked him what revenue Unit |
would produce, Kuhns replied. "1
want to talk about safety, per-
formance and excellence — not
money."

Kuhns called the NRC order "a
very emotional thing."

"We re going to do it right " he
said. "We accept this order as a
trust, a trust we will not violate."

In a statement explaining his
vote. Palladino said: “While we are
aware of the sentiment of many
members of the public, the com-
mission must base its decision to
authorize restart on its conclusion
that there is reasonable assurance
that this plant will be safely oper-
ated.”

Palladino, a Pennsylvanian
who described the decision as "not
... an easy one for me." said he
based it on:

— Four NRC licensing board
decisions favorable to GPU Nucle-
ar.

— The NRC staff's view that
the 1979 shutdown order on Unit |
should be lifted.

— His "own review" of restart
information.

— "Greater-than-usual .
regulatory scrutiny” planned for
the start-up period.

“"Having been forced to endure
one serious nuclear power plant
accident, the people of central
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‘Economics has prevailed over safety’

TMI restart ruling angers Heinz, Specter
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Pennsylvania deserve nothing less
than a full and searching inquiry
into every relevant safety issue be-
fore TMI-1 is allowed to start,"
Commissioner Asselstine said.

Asselstine said history has
shown "a licensee which has been
unwilling or unable to provide the
commission accurate and complete
information on significant safety
issues ... alicensee with a pattern
of violating commission regula-
tions for the sake of expediency, a
pattern which began before the ac-
cident and which continues even
to this day."

Rather than consider GPU Nu-
clear’s pattern of behavior, Assel-
stine said the commission has iso-
lated restart issues and made a
"piecemeal" decision. He said
more NRC licensing board hear-
ings were needed on 1978-79 coo-
lant leak rate falsification in both
Units | and 2 and the NRC staffs
two changes of mind on GPU Nu-
clear competence to operate Unit
1, among other things.

Bernthal, who had voted with
Asselstine against an NRC order
that shut off further hearings in
February, sympathized with As-
selstine’s points. But Bernthal said
that while holding more hearings
might be good public policy, it was
not legally required.

“l firmly believe that, as a
technical matter, this facility can
now be operated in a manner
wholly consistent with public
health and safety." Bernthal said.
He cited reports that Unit | “mea-
sures up very well" to standards
set for other pressurized water
reactors designed by Babcock &
Wilcox.

The commission, attached a
number of conditions on the GPU
Nuclear license renewal, including
two new ones yesterday:

— GPU Nuclear must submit a
"power ascension schedule,” in-
cluding points at which the NRC
staff must approve, as the utility
builds toward full power.

— The NRC staff must provide
a "general description" of an in-
creased NRC oversight plan dur-
ing :he start-up period. Asselstine
had criticized oversight plans as
being too vague.

One reason Kuhns and Clark
could not say yesterday when the
company will go on line is the new
NRC requirements.
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By Mick Rood
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Pennsylva-
nia’s U.S. Sens. John Heinz and Ar-
len Specter reacted sharply yester-
day to the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission’s approval to restart
the Three Mile Island Unit 1 reac-
tor.

Both senators said further
management integrity and safety
hearings should have been held be-
fore a restart vote. Heinz called the
vote “wrong.” Specter called it “a
mistake."

"Economics has prevailed over
public safety and health, and that
is unfortunate.” Heinz said in an

apparent reference to rate reve-
nues the utility will gain from re-
newed operation of TMI Unit |.

"They [NRC] would save ev-
erybody a lot of time and effort if
they completed the hearing pro-
cess," Specter said. “Until the is-
sues of safety and competence of
management are dealt with, t
predict it will drag through the lit-
igation process for a long time.”

U.S. Reps. William F. Goo-
dling. R-Jacobus, and George W.
Gekas, R-Harrisburg, were more
philosophical.

"I have to have faith in the fact
that the agency knows what it's
doing,” said Goodling. “lI don't
think politics or politicians should

be able to Interfere with an inde-
pendent agency. You have to hope
that after five years they know
what they’re doing.”

Goodling differed with Heinz
and Specter on the need for more
NRC licensing board hearings.
"More hearings wouldn’'t have
done any good,7’ he said.

The big problem for Goodling
is that TMI owner General Public
Utilities Corp, of Parsippany, NJ.,
“has retained its board Chairman
William Kuhns and President Her-
man Dieckamp since the 1979 Thijl
Unit 2 nuclear accident in London-
derry Twp.

“Having two of the main play-
ers still in the box doesn't give the

people confidence. 1| hope they're
not in decision-making positions."
Goodling said. “It’s just the idea of
the thing. We needed those kind of
changes from day one."

Gekas said "nobody was rude-
ly surprised by the decision The
vote was anticipated

“It's the end of phase one,"
Gekas said. “Phase two is the out-
come of legal battles yet to be
filed."

On the prospects of the state
and anti-nuclear groups getting
the U.S. 3rd Circuit Court of
Appeals to overturn the restart or-
der or enjoin It. Gekas said "other
agencies have been overruled be-
fore."



Foes of restart

applaud court
on Intervention

By Frank Lynch
Patriot-News

Opponents of the restart of
Three Mile Island’s Unit ! reactor
had their day in the sun yesterday
after a court decision, again cast
doubt on the nuclear reactor’s fate.

“l thought it was an excellent
decision,” said Dauphin County
Commissioner Lawrence Hochen-
doner, who opposes restart until
health, safety and management in-
tegrity issues concerning plant op-
erations are resolved.

The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Philadelphia yesterday
issued a stay order to plant owner
General Public Utilities, and GPU
Nuclear Corp., a subsidiary that
operates the plant. The order
freezes the company’s restart
countdown, which began early
yesterday morning with “heat up”
of the plant’s non-nuclear systems.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission on May 29 authorized
restart, and the effective date was
four days away when the stay or-
der was issued. GPU Nuclear offi-
cials had announced they would
begin a controlled chain reaction
in the reactor on Tuesday.

Pointing out that he i1s unfamil-
iar with details of the order,
Hochendoner said, “It definitely
suggests that the outstanding, im-
portant issues ... are in fact going
to get proper analysis. | would

Inside:

e GPU Nuclear plans
to continue non-nuclear
hot testing — A2

hope that [hearings] would be the
final result of the decision the
court makes.”

“We're thrilled,” said Joanne
Doroshow, attorney for Three
Mile Island Alert. “It's very signif-
icant that they have accepted a lot
of our arguments in favor of a
stay. They don’t do that lightly.”

Middletown Mayor Robert
Reid said he hopes the court orders
more hearings. “If it [the stay or-
der] is for safety reasons, I'm glad
they're doing it. | really feel
there’s some safety issues that are
not resolved yet.

“They need to have all [the
hearings] they can to satisfy the
people in this area. | know GPU is
going to lose money” with a delay,
he said, “but the people in this area
have to live with the plant, and
GPU has to live with the people in
this area.”

“We're very pleased with the
staying action,” said Harrisburg
Mayor Stephen R. Reed. “I'm
hopeful this will allow for the In-
de”lfc swihiysis and determination
on outstanding issues [with TMI]

See TMI—Page A2
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that the NRC has shown itself in-
capable of considering.”

“| think the court’s decision is
fantastic news,” said state Rep.
Bryce Smith, R-Newberry Twp. A
long-time critic of the plant, Smith
said he was “quite pleased that the
c6prt acted so quickly. | had hoped
tfitjy would act before GPU initiat-
ed a nuclear reaction.”

L1 Yesterday’s court order also
drew praise from Pennsylvania’s
U.S. senators, Republicans Arlen
Specter and John Heinz, and from
ILS. Rep. George Gekas, R-Harris-
burg.- )
J-"It [the order] is a welcome
second chance to permit resolution
of.the unanswered management
integrity and safety issues that the
NRC has so far failed to come to
grips with,” Heinz said.

“While the decision is a short

reprieve to the people who live and
work in the shadow of Three Mile
Island, it is nonetheless a positive,
constructive development,” he
said.

A spokesman for Specter said
the senator is “glad that [restart] is
being delayed, at least until the
court can hear the issues.”

Gekas, who three weeks ago
urged NRC members to “rethink,
reject restart,” yesterday said,
“This gives us reason to feel that
perhaps some of the issues we feel
are important, perhaps will be
considered in new hearings.”

Most downtown strollers in-
terviewed yesterday afternoon
were happy with the court injunc-

n.

“I think it is a good decision,”
said Stephanie Sehar of Colonial
Park. “I don't think that it should
have been opened id the first

Scott Heckman dipped into a
bag of metaphors when asked his
opinion of the decision. “I think
it's good. The place shouldn’'t be
opened if they [plant operators]
are playing with half a deck. Let
me put it this way, if you eat bread
that’s half-baked, don't call me if
you get sick]” he said, implying
that GPU Nuclear is not yet ready
to operate the plant.safely.

"l don't think their elevator
goes to the top floor, if you know
what | mean.”

Prudence Laing of Steelton
agreed, but she was not quite as
philosophical. “I'm happy. It
should never have been opened.”

Jeff Seibeit of Enola said the
court may have made the wrong
decision yesterday. “I ’think® it
should stay open. It was trial and
error [that led to the March 1979
accidentat Unft2JT

aw

The chronology:

Here, in summary form, are some of the most
significant events of the past six years relating to
restart:

- 1979 P

. Marth 28: TMI-2 reactor overheats, melting ura- -t
niumfuel and discharging radiation: at the time, TMI-

1 isatmt down for refueling.

-Uspril 3: General Public Utilities Corp., principal (
owner of TMI, saysTeplacement power will cost Sl.1
million a day. Actual figures prove lower.

May 9: GPU tells stockholders it will eliminate
600 jobs.

July S: Nuclear Regulatory Commission orders
TMI-1 shut down pending safety hearings.

Au. 9: Atomic Safety and Licensing Board set up
to holo hearings.

Oct. 31: President Carter’s 11-member Kemeny
Commission Implicates entire structure of nuclear
power industry. !

’ 1 1980

lea. 17: GPU announces new subsidiary, GPU Nu-
clear Corp.; will run Three Mile Island. 48

-March 24: GPU stock hits all-time low of 3%.

;<TMay 23: State Public Utility Commission removes
TMI-1 from investment base on which electric rates
ate.Mlculated.

mPct. IS: Restart hearings begin in Harrisburg. Ma-  ¢0
jor issues: plant design and hardware: emergency Ln
planning; financial capability, and management In-
tqgrity — which will prove the most difficult to re-

-sqlVLNRC votes 2-2 that "psychological stress" on >
nearby residents is not ah Issue.
1981

.March 26: NRC rejects GPU request for restart
before hearings end, but approves hot tests of TM1-1
with non-nuclear heat and dismisses financial capa-
bility issue. Emergency drills and two months of hot
testing follow.

9: Main restart hearings end. Six weeks later,
licensing board reports GPU Nuclear has managerial
abHtty to restart TMI-1 safely. But charges surface in
Ootober that reactor operators cheated on licensing
exams and hearings reopen November 10.

November: GPU Nuclear discovers that sulfur in
coolant system corroded 29,000 tubes in TMI-1 steam
g&mtors. Repairs planned.

,. Dhc. 14: Licensing board finds modified TMI-1
hardware safe to operate.

,» pec. 21: GPU Nuclear turns over $2 million emer-
gency warning system to counties surrounding TMI:
its'sirens fulfill NRC requirement.

1982

-Jan. 7: Federal appeals court In Washington rules
restart hearings need not consider psychological
stress, but that federal law requires environmental
impact study. Injunction issued against restart.

May 18: Voters in Dauphin. Cumberland and Leb-

anon counties oppose restart 2-1 in non-binding refer-
endum. Turnout is 26 percent.

Nov. 9: 1,200 Harrisburg-area residents attend
NRC meeting here, expecting restart decision Decem-
ber 10.

—~—

1983
March 17; GPU tells its stockholders cash-flow

““cjjses" since accident are over.

34prll 19: U.S. Supreme Court unanimously
reverses appeals court on stress issue. Injunction lift-
ed,..

-May 18: Twelve citizens from Harrisburg area
blpcjcTMI entrance on referendum anniversary and
areairrested. They become known as the TMI Twelve.

May 27: Licensing board rules in TMI’s favor on
remaining plant design and technical issues.

,» June 23: NRC Commissioner Victor Gllinsky calls
fop dismissal of top GPU management.

«Jjujy 22: GPU Nuclear fined SI140,000 for false
statement to NRC regarding cheating on license exam
by-trsupervisor in 1979.

| Oct. 24: NRC finds no evidence of hiring irregu-
larflies or unsafe welds at TMI reactors.

1 Jiov. 7: Met-Ed indicted on 11 charges of criminal-
ly falsifying test data on coolant leaks and destroying
cfocuments before the accident.

*"Nov. 22:Admiral Hyman G. Rickover reports GPU

Nuclear management has "competence and integrity !
to safely operate” TMI-1.

Nov. 28: GPU Nuclear President Robert C. Arnold.
Implicated in management Integrity Issues, resigns.
Six months later, NRC finds he made inaccurate
statements about relief valve that played key role in
TMI-2 accident.

Dee. 8: NRC staff recommends restart at 25 per-
cent power while management Integrity issues sis
resolved.

1984

Jon. 27: NRC votes 3-2 to separate Integrity Issues
from restart decision.

Feb. 28: Met-Ed pleads guilty to one count and no
contest to six others in a plea bargain agreement
Agrees to pay $1 million to emergency planning fund,
faces 545,000 fine.

March 28: Fifth anniversary of TMI-2 accident;
the Rev. Jesse Jackson attends protest vigil at plant
gates.

April 26: NRC closes out three of six remaining
restart issues: allegations of leak rates falsification,
management reporting failures and training irregu-
larities. Vote on restart set for June 27.

May 23: Licensing board orders new hearings on
management competence and integrity. Three weeks
later, NRC puts off restart vote.

July: Licensing board holds hearings on $52 mil-
lion repairs to steam generators; repairs approved
Oct. 31, but more defects found in November.

Aug. 13: Pennsylvania officials. New Jersey activ-
ists and TMI Alert petition NRC to revoke GPU Nu-
clear’s license for lack of management integrity.

Aug. 13: Gov. Dick Thornburgh urges NRC not to
vote on restart until TMI-2 cleanup funding and man-
agement integrity hearings are complete.

Sept. 7: NRC delays decision again, as licensing
board schedules more hearings for November on leak
rate falsification, accident reporting and training ade-
quacy.

Nov. 8: Congress notified that a federal grand jury
is investigating NRC staff.

Nov. 16: Former TMI Supervisor of Operations
James Floyd convicted in federal court of cheating on
exams in 1979.



82 arrests
made at
TMI gate

By Frank Lynch
and Peter Kelley
Patriot-News

With more than 200 fellow
protesters chanting encourage-
ment. 76 men and women and six
juveniles were arrested by state
police last night for blocking
Three Mile Island's north gate.

The demonstration at the plant
started just 3'i hours after GPU
Nuclear Corp., the plant operator.

« Complete list of those
arrested, charged — B12

was given a green light by the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission to
restart its undamaged Unit 1.

About 40 state police officers
were on hand to greet the demon-
strators as they marched about
one-third of a mile from a parking
area to the north gate. The two-
hour protest, marked by shouting
and singing, went off without inju-
ry or violence.

Those arrested were bused
from the plant to a processing cen-
ter set up in a hangar at Harris-
burg International Airport. They
were to be charged with blocking
a public entrance, a summary of-
fense that would cost each $73.50
in fines and costs, police said.

The march started at 6:35 p.m.,
led by members of Lancaster's
Susquehanna Valley Alliance and
others who dressed in ghostly

See ARRESTS—Page A9

Fight against restart-

Arrests
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white robes and carried bouquets
of black flowers.

Some marchers carried signs,
one reading “"Surrender GPU,
You’re Surrounded." and another,
“Not Really Concerned," with the
NRC initials underlined.

Matthew Dodd of Marysville
played guitar as he walked and
sang, “It's time to take to the
streets once again. ... Get rid of
the atom, give us the sun.”

Those who caipe to be arrested
approached the gate in three sepa-
rate waves, the first at about 6:50
p.m. as a plant guard rammed
down a stake to secure the chain-
link gate

Frances Skolnick, one of the
“‘ghosts” dressed in white, placed
her black wreath on the fence.
“This is for the victims of the TMI
accident," she said.

A few minutes later, at 6:54
p.m.. police made their first arrest.
Within 15 minutes they had re-
moved the first 20 people from the
gate to a waiting green bus.

Among them was Leonard Ra-
gouzeos. 38. an art professor at
Millersville University, who said
he was there because "we're
downstream, for one thing." And
he said he resents his university
providing GPU with work-study
students.

Betty Tompkins. 67. of Lancas-
ter was another. She held a basket
of strawberries "for the policeman
that arrests me "

One woman cried as she was
fingerprinted and held a number to
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her chest to be photographed by
police cameras set up near the bus.

Then the second wave of pro-
testers came at 7:18, and after they
were arrested a third group
crossed Route 441 to the plant en-
trance at 7:25.

Dauphin County Commissioner
Lawrence J. Hochendoner, a re-
start opponent who was on hand
to watch, said, “I thought it was
super. These people [the protest-
ers] really did a good job.”

Douglas H. Bedell, spokesman
for GPU Nuclear, praised police.

This was their operation, and
they handled It well."

Others watching included
homeowners living near the plant,
and TMI workers.

mThey're [protesters] a bunch
of losers, every one of them," said
Mike Dinsell, 23, a Pennsylvania
State University Capitol Campus
engineering student who performs
research at Unit 2 for the U.S. De-
partment of Energy.

“It's a bigger show than I've
seen in the past, and they’re more
organized, I'll give them that much
credit.”

Paola Kinney, a Middletown
homemaker and cake decorator,
marched to the gate but had decid-
ed ahead of time that she would
not be arrested. “I don't feel that
this is the end of the line yet. I just
don't think it's time yet to get ar-
rested.”

Marietta farmer Jim Hershey.
35, said he was marching for two
reasons. "On a personal note. | am
concerned about the safety and
well-being of my family and

Governor

friends. On a broader basis. | am
frustrated with the insults the
NRC and GPU have given the pub-
lic."

Geordie Robb of Lancaster, a
17-year-old student at Penn Manor
High School in Millersville, said he
was taking part "because | want
the Susquehanna Valley to be a
safe place for my kids to grow up
In."

Asked if he planned to be ar-
rested, he said. "How can you be
arrested for self-defense? | am

1985

looking out lor my future, and the
future of my friends and rela-
tives."

“| feel like we have followed
all proper chanpels. and we have
fallen short. To me it's just mind-
boggling." said Erma Weaver of
Landisville, who was clothed in a
white sheet and carried a black
bouquet. She said the white gar-
ment was a "symbol of the Inno-
cent people who are the victims of
the accident" at the plant in 1979

Jan. 2: Licensing board Chairman Ivan W. Smith
asks federal district court for lenient sentencing of
Floyd. Thornburgh, TMI Alert and NRC staff call for

his dismissal.

Feb. IS: NRC votes 3-2 that no further safety
hearings are needed before a restart decision.

March 14: GPU Nuclear asks NRC to allow testing
and operation of TMI-1 steam generators without
plugging hundreds of worn tubes.

March 19: Industrial leaders representing 40 com-

panies and the state Chamber of Commerce ask
Thornburgh to soften his opposition to restart.
March 26: NRC votes 5-0 in closed meeting not to

disqualify Smith.

April 4: NRC votes 4-1 against petition to revoke

GPU Nuclear license.

© O

April 10: GPU Nuclear tests TMI-1 with non-nu-

clear heat.

April 11: Licensing board finds revamped training
program "suitable." closing out cheating issue.

April 18: Union of Concerned Scientists urges
analysis of steam generator tube rupture accident P
before restart. GPU Nuclear response: "Unrealistic.”

April 25: Commonwealth, followed by TMI Alert,
asks federal appeals court in Philadelphia to require

further safety hearings.

May 3: Licensing board finds GPU Nuclear capa-

ble of safe operation.

May 8: NRC sets restart vote for May 29.
May 16: NRC rules out hearings or study on radia-
tion health effects before restart vote.

May 20: Anti-nuclear activists promise to block
TMI gates May 29 if NRC votes for restart. Others file
new appeal with federal appeals court in Philadel-

phia. charging GPU Nuclear lacks required character

to run TMI-1 safely.

May 22: NRC hears eleventh-hour appeals from
Thornburgh and other public officials, anti-nuclear
groups, NRC staff and plant operators. 3y

ordered by governor

By David Morris
Patriot-News

Gov. Dick Thornburgh, calling
the Three Mile Island restart vote
“premature and irresponsible,”
yesterday directed state attorneys
to petition a federal appeals court
to overturn the decision allowing
Unit 1 to resume operation.

The petition for review was
filed with the 3rd U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in Philadelphia.

“The [Nuclear Regulatory]
Commission has not provided the
commonwealth and its citizens
with adequate assurances that
TMI-1 can be operated safely, and
these assurances cannot be provid-
ed at this time because the com-
mission has not completed full
hearings on the_integrity of the
management of TMI-1,” the state
said in its petition.

The document asks the courtto
order the NRC to hold further
hearings and resolve outstanding
management issues and then take
another restart vote.

Thornburgh also called a rare
news conference to criticize the
NRC'’s 4-1 vote.

“Hundreds of thousands of our
citizens who lived through the
1979 nightmare and who continue
to live in the shadow of this plant
deserve to have their concerns ful-

Gov. Dick Thornburgh
NRC vote "irresponsible”

ly addressed by the NRC,” Thorn-
burgh said. “The unwillingness of
the commission to do that s, in my
view, ill-conceived and inexplica-
ble."

The governor said he believes
nuclear power still has a role in
America’s energy future, but as-
serted that the public will not
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agree with that it the commission
“cannot do a better job of assuring
the public that all health and safe-
ty concerns are being taken into
consideration." For that reason, he
said, he viewed the restart decision
as a setback for the nuclear indus-
try.

Despite his agreement with
anti-nuclear activists on the re-
start issue, Thornburgh said he
would not condone related lllegal
activities, including disruptions at
the plant.

Like Thornburgh, local legisla-
tors were not surprised by the out-
come. but they were disappointed.

"l think it's a dismal day in
central Pennsylvania," said state
Rep. Peter C. Wambach Jr., D-
Harrisburg. "Obviously the NRC
decided to ignore the concerns of
the people,"

State Rep. Bruce Smith. R-
Newberry Twp., said the decision

NRC hit for allowing
restart of Unit !

demonstrated "bureaucracy at its
worst." and he predicted public
confidence In the agency and the
plant would never be restored.

"Confidence lost is like virgini-
ty lost." he said. "Once it's gone,
it's gone forever."

State Sens. John Shumaker. R-
Grantville, and John Hopper. R-
Camp Hill, said the public was ig-
nored.

"[Residents) did not and still do
not have a feeling of security from
the way the plant has been operat-
ed and the matter has been han-
dled," said Shumaker, who last
year sponsored a Senate resolution
urging that the restart decision be
tabled until the safety and man-
agement questions were resolved

United Press International

WASHINGTON — Senators criticized the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for allowing the undamaged reactor at Three Mille
Island to restart, then authorized the agency to spend $437 million in
the next two years.

Sen. Gary Hart, D-Colo., said yesterday he doubts the reactor can
be operated safely and he will keep close
tabs on NRC decisions regarding the

said.

plant.

Hart led an investigation of a partial
meltdown of Unit No. 2 at the plant in
March 1979, the nation's worst commer-

cial nuclear accident.

Although the NRC voted 4-1 to lift
the shutdown order on the undamaged
Unit No. 1, a federal appeals court has
blocked the restart pending review of

numerous legal challenges.

Hart also said the commission has
“taken a giant step backward" by at-
tempting to do more of its work in se-
cret. Safety and the public interest are
compromised when the commission makes decisions in private, he

Despite Hart's reservations, the Senate on a voice vote author-
ized the NRC to spend $437 million in the next two years — $8
million 'more than the administration requested but $12.5 million
less than the agency has now.

The Increase restores the administration's proposed 5 percent
pay cut for NRC employees, a reduction that was suggested for all
civilian federal employees.



632 claim damages from TMI Incident

Plaintiffs seek answers in GPU suits

By Mary Warner
Sunday Patriot-News

At the rate of more than 11 a
day for the past 1! weeks, people
have been filing suit in Dauphin
County Court against the owners
of Three Mile Island.

The suits claim the plaintiffs
— or their spouses or parents or
children — had cancer or birth de-
fects or simply anxiety because of
the 1979 accident at the London-
derry Twp. nuclear plant.

Most of the suits are not specif-
ic about the money they are seek-
ing. But the collective expectations
of those 632 plaintiffs is clearly
millions and millions of dollars.

Still, in interviews, some of
them talk about other motives.

A WOMAN who was pregnant
when the accident happened hopes
the litigation will reveal, once and
for all, whether radiation caused
the child's death.
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she was not dissuaded. “What’s to
say it isn't?" she asked.

JAMES BEAVER, a soft-spo-
ken postal worker from Middle-
town who sued as administrator of
his wife's estate, was one of the
plaintiffs who seemed eager to

alk.

Rita Beaver died In 1983. at age
42. of cancer that had been in rem-
ission for seven years and
reappeared six months after the
accident, he said.

The year before the accident
the family had moved 75 miles
downriver to Middletown, near
the plant, to follow his job.

’T've done a lot of soul-search-
ing. | had to do what | had to do to
clear my conscience, because I'm
convinced the accident caused her
problem.” Beaver said. “If | don't
get a nickel. I'll have a clear con-
science now."

island alert

YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS ESSENTIAL

A man who moved his family
near the plant the year before the
accident says he assuaged his con-
science by suing on behalf of his
wife's estate. She died of cancer in
1983.

A woman who had a stillborn
child two years ago says she is
making a public statement with
her suit.

"I think [GPU Nuclear Corp.]
should realize how serious this is,”
said Linda Fortna of Dauphin. "If
enough people sue. maybe they
will talte notice.”

THIS SECOND wave of TMI
personal injury suits already is
twice as large as the first wave —
which came in the first three years
after the accident.

And there is no reason to think
the current wave of suits is over.

Stories about new TMI suits
frequently prompt calls to The Pa-
triot-News Co. and to the prothon-
otary's office at the courthouse.

injury was “significantly”" in-
creased by the defendant's.con-
duct.

It Isn't clear whether the court
would consider an increase from
50to 75 to be “significant," Acker-
man said.

WHEN A CASE involves that
kind of “unsettled law" and hotly
contested facts, it may be more
likely to go to trial. Ackerman
said. That's because "the parties
have less of a data base" for as-,
sessing their positions in an out-of-
court settlement.

But he added: “If the parties
are risk-averse, they may be that
much more scared" of a trial and
choose to settle.

The suits also could be thrown
out of court for various legal rea-
sons. For example, GPU has ar-

People want to know whom to
contact to file their own suits.
Plaintiffs say attorneys are
handling the cases on a contingen-
cy fee basis: The attorneys will get
their fees if the plaintiffs win.

EIGHT OF 10 plaintiffs inter-
viewed recently said they filed suit
after they read or heard about
other people doing it — or about
the out-of-court settlements in
February that ended most of the
earlier claims.

“To be honest, | was not aware
anything like this was even al-
lowed, until | read in the paper
where people had gotten settle-
ments,"” said Carolyn Loranzo of
Middletown, one of 43 plaintiffs
on the first of the recent suits.

Loranzo and her husband. Ni-
cholas. sued because their child
was deformed and died shortly af-
ter birth. She said she was three
months’ pregnant when the acci-
dent occurred.

gued that the plaintiffs waited too
ipng to sue, under Pennnsylvania
law.

At any rate. Ackerman said,
the cases could be in court for
years.

THE RECENT suits join seven
similar ones pending in Dauphin
County Court after four years.
Those suits — most of them filed
by attorney F. Lee Bailey — also
claim personal Injuries from the
accident.

Most of the 300 or so personal
Injury claims filed in the first years
after the accident were settled ear-
ly this year, according to TMI’s in-
surance company.

About 70 of the settlements,
totaling $3.9 million, became pub-
lic in February because they in-
volved children and required court

“What I’'m hoping mostly for is
to find out whether this really did
deform my baby," she said.

THE 10 plaintiffs interviewed
were among 19 contacted. The
other nine refused to talk.

A woman who asked not to be
identified said her husband was
harassed by fellow workers after a
news story appeared about their
suit on behalf of their 5-year-old
son. He has learning disabilities,
asthma and a skin disorder.

“They said, 'You're really
going out for big money for
yourselves,”” the woman said.
“[But] the money that we get. if
we get anything, we would pul
away for him.... We work with
him constantly, but he may never
be able to take care of himself."

She said her son’s doctors had
laughed at her concerns that TMI
was the cause of his problems. But
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approval. Amounts of the other
settlements never were revealed.
The largest known settlement
was $1 million for a 5-year-old
child who has Down's syndrome.

THE CHILDREN were repre-
sented by attorneys Lee Swartz of
Harrisburg or Louis Tarasi of
Pittsburgh — who also have filed
almost all of the recent suits.

Attorneys for the insurance
companies said the settlements
were made to avoid the expense of
trials and were not an admission
that anyone was injured by the ac-
cident.

Ackerman said lawyers con-
sidering an out-of-court settlement
assess the legal strength of the
case — whether it is sufficient to
get to a jury In the first place —
and the nature of the potential jury

/ don't set a nicK™W!II have a clear conscience’

— whether it is “likely to be
swayed by a sentiment.”

BUT THERE are other consid-
erations besides the potential out-
come of a trial, he added. GPU and
the other defendants may have
wanted to avoid “"weeks and
weeks of testimony regarding this
poor child with Down's syndrome,
even if they didn’t believe in any
link" between the child’s disorder
and the accident.

"I'm not that quick to read [the
settlements] as an admission of lia-
bility." Ackerman said.

The professor, who is on an
American Arbitration Association
panel, said he would like to see the
recent TMI suits go to mediation.
Mediation is “more and more in
vogue" in settling commercial
disputes that would otherwise be
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in court, he said, and he said par-
sonal injury cases such as the TMI
suits would also make good candi-
dates for mediation.

Ackerman did not deny that
trials on the TMI suits would be a
valid use of the judicial system —
both to settle the “unsettled law"
Involved in the cases and to meat
the desire of some plaintiffs to
“put GPU through this."”

ON THE OTHER hand, he said,
mediation might be more efficient
and might provide a better forijm
for the parties to discuss those ““Is-
sues that don't necessarily reduce
themselves to dollars and cents."

“As somebody who lives in this
area. 1 wouldn't mind hearing an
apology from GPU," Ackerman
said. And he speculated that some
of the plaintiffs feel the same way.
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TMI unit
could run

tomo

By Peter Kelley
Patriot*News

Barring last-minute court ac-
tion. the undamaged Unit | reactor
at Three Mile Island could be oper-
ating by tomorrow

Operators of the Londonderry
Twp. nuclear power plant say they
could restart Unit | within 12to 16
hours of an expected go-ahead
from the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission in Washington

Word from the NRC could
come today, Philip R. Clark, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
GPU Nuclear Corp., told reporters
at a news conference here yester-

day.

"The plant is ready. It has been
hot' since mid-June." Clark said,
but he said there was some confu-
sion about the wording of a judg-
ment issued Tuesday by a panel of
federal judges in Philadelphia.

Clark said he had expected the
judges to lift a court-ordered stay
of the NRC’s May 29 order allow-
ing the plant to restart. Instead,
the U.S. 3rd Circuit Court of
Appeals panel simply "affirmed"
the NRC order by a 2-1 vote.

"We don't know exactly what
tnat means," Clark said. "It's our

rrow

judgment that the NRC would be
able to release us. but they have to
make that judgment, of course.”

Frank Ingram, an NRC spokes-
man reached last night at home,
said the NRC sent the courta letter
late yesterday afternoon “saying
that we interpret their decision as
dissolving the previously imposed
stay" and that "we are proceeding
to issue the appropriate papers to
allow a restart of TMI Unit |

Ingram said he did not know
when those papers would reach
GPU Nuclear or in what form, but
he confirmed that they would be
issued unless the court says other-
wise.

Clark said he did not agree
with an interpretation by Gov.
Dick Thornburgh's office that the
order would not take effect for
three weeks, and that no steps
could be taken to restart the plant
in the interim.

He conceded that GPU Nuclear
expects one or more appeals of the
three-judge panel's decision to the
full federal appeals court. It was
unclear if that could further delay
restart.

Clark, who spent part of yes-
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Restart stay keeps TMI In limbo

Bv Mick Rood
Pa<rint-N»'ws

\ al court again left Three Mile Island Unit

I's fate hanging yesterday, by contin
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s
restart h the reactor.

1hr ’rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Philadel-
phia continued its original June 7 stay on the restart

minute-- before the NRC planned to is

order in Washington yesterday afternoon. The con-
tinuance was issued by Judge Collins Seitz about 3:55

pm .
NRC attorneys, who had thought a 3rd Circuit
thrre judge panel's ruling Tuesday against further
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assumptions “incredibly presump-
tuous."

— Three Mile Island Alert's
motion for the court to clarify the
stay situation, which the court did.

Weiss of UCS and attorney
Lynne Bemabei of TMIA said they
were preparing to file appeals for
rehearing en banc — by the full
circuit court.

Roland Page, a spokesman for
Gov. Dick Thornburgh, was more
circumspect about the state’s in-
tentions.

"It gives us time to carefully
review the court's decision,” Page
said. "I don’t want to overinter-
pret. but it will be at least two
weeks."

Thornburgh was on his way
hack from New Hampshire, where
Northeastern governors were
meeting.

+ We're delighted,” said
TMIA's Bemabei. "It means the
stay will be In effect pending reso-
lution of the petitions for review."

TMI Unit | has not operated
since February 1979 when it was
shut down for refueling. After the
March 28. 1979, accident at TMI
Unit 2. the NRC shut down Unit |
indefinitely until safety improve-
ments GPU Nuclear now contends
are complete were in place

Earlier yesterday, before the
stay was continued, Dauphin
County commissioners had de-
layed action on a TMIA proposal
that the county withdraw its
emergency response plans regard-
ing Unit 1.

Emergency responses are
drafted to protect and evacuate
people living In the vicinity of a
nuclear plant. Such plans are re-
quired in order for a utility to hold
an operating license from the
NRC.

TMIA spokesman Gene Stilp

From Page Al

terday in the TMI-1 control room,
said "everyone out there is just
anxious to go. delighted that we
have another favorable step and
hopeful this will turn out to be the
final [step].”

Near-operating pressure and
temperatures of 530 degrees were
reached June 8 at TMI-1 with non-
nuclear heat developed by its four
giant water pumps. Since then the
plant's 915 workers have been
training in six shifts, said Douglas
Bedell, a plant spokesman.

If the company does receive an
NRC go-ahead. Clark gave this
scenario of events:

— Henry D. Hukill, director of
TMI-. and a GPU Nuclear vice
president, would decide when ev-
erything was in place to begin the
restart sequence. Hukill, a former
commander of Navy nuclear sub-
marines. later held responsibility
under Adm. Hyman G Rickover

first week of operation. But it
would take 90 to 100 days to reach
full power, with monthlong pla-
teaus at 48 percent power and at
75 percent

Clark warned that “it’s typical
when you start a plant this large to
have minor equipment problems
or procedure problems." But he
said "we feel we will be prepared
to handle the problems which will
inevitably arise.”

The NRC has already sent
more personnel to the site and will
monitor the startup closely, Clark
said.

The Unit | reactor was not
damaged in the March 28, 1979,
accident that crippled its sister
reactor and discharged low levels
of radiation. But it has remained in
“cold shutdown" for most of the
nearly 6" years since while the
NRC and its Atomic Licensing and
Safety Board held 155 days of

review of the case meant the stay was lifted, pulled
the restart order before it was to be issued at 4 p.m.

uing a stay on
intent to order
the appeals.

sue a go-ahead

said there Is precedent for such an
idea.

This week an NRC panel de-
nied an operating license for the
Shoreham nuclear power plant on
Long Island. N.Y. The Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board
refused to grant the license mostly
because New York state and the
county in which the plant is locat-
ed refused to participate in emer-
gency planning.

Stilp said be is unsure what the
legal ramifications of such a move
would be regarding TMI, except
that it probably would delay a re-
start.

If the state or the county
would pull out of the emergency
plan covering TMI-1, “you would
throw an unknown legal road-
block in the way” of restart, Stilp
said. "l want you commissioners,
and you are our last hope, to put
some kind of obstacle In the way
of restart.”

Commission Chairman Nor-
man P. Hetrick, who noted that the
board has long been on the record
as opposing restart, said the com-
missioners would need to talk with
attorneys before withdrawing
county participation in emergency
response planning.

He questioned whether the
county, which is “charged with
protecting the people,” could le-
gally withdraw from the emergen-
cy system to block restart. He add-
ed that the county emergency
management agency has received
funds to help prepare against a nu-
clear incident at TMI.

“I believe we’ve got to foitow
the law of the land, and we will
not do anything that will jeopard-
ize [our] responsibility in uphold-
ing the law, So we cannot give you
an answer today," Hetrick said.

Patriot-Newt staff writer

Frank Lynch contributed to this
report.

The circuit court action will allow parties opposed
to the TMI Unit | restart at least two weeks to appeal
for a rehearing by the full circuit court. The delay
could continue beyond that as the federal judges mull

"We haven't done anything and now we can’t,”
NRC spokesman Frank Ingram said.

Poised to discuss restart procedures with report-
ers at its Harrisburg media center. GPU Nuclear Corp,
officials cut short a briefing. The gradual start-up
schedule to achieve full power at Unit 1 In about 100
days would have produced a nuclear chain reaction in
the reactor within 12 to 16 hours.

Island Alert

News Watch on
Harrisburg Area

for selecting and training all nucle-
ar submarine commanders. He
joined GPU Nuclear in June 1980.

— At Hukill's direction, coo-
lant water levels would be raised
in the plant's steam generators and
in the reactor, taking four to five
hours.

— Control rods would be eased
out of the uranium-loaded reactor
over a period of several hours.

— Levels of boron, an element
that absorbs speeding neutrons
given off by uranium fuel and
helps stop a chain reaction from
occurring, would be decreased
over eight or nine hours. The reac-
tor would then be allowed to "go
critical,"” an industry term for
starting a self-perpetuating nucle-
ar reaction.

The startup schedule for TMI-1
resembles that for a new Planh
Clark said. It would reach 1* per-
cent power, when It would start
sending out electricity, during the

hearings and collected more than
LO0,000 pages of evidence on
whether TMI-1 should be allowed
to restart.

In the meantime, Clark said,
GPU Nuclear's parent company.
General Public Utilities Corp., has
spent $400 million to $500 million
on staff, new equipment and train-
ing at Unit 1.

Replacing the electric power
that TMI-1 generated for more
than four years has cost the com-
pany and its customers an extra
$14 million a month, for a total of
more than $1 billion in added pow-
er costs since 1979.

Individual ratepayers would
see only a slight cut in their elec-
tric bills from the annual $72 mil-
lion that restart is expected to save
GPU customers, Clark said. But he
said the largest industrial custom-
ers may save more than $1 million
ayear.

"We of course will abide by the court’s action.”
said GPU Nuclear spokesman Gordon Tomb. "We
look forward to an early disposition of the petition so

that we can proceed."

GPU spokesman Doug Bedell amplified on that
yesterday evening, saying the company was "deeply

disappointed.”

"The NRC made a finding that we can operate the
plant safely and the three-judge [circuit court] panel
affirmed that (May 29] order.” Bedell said. The plant
will remain on hot standby status, which will allow
the utility to restart Unit | within hours of any future

court order lifting the stay.

GPU Nuclear officials had relied on a legal inter-
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Judges to study TMI-1 restart

By Mick Rood
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TMI protesters
oppose decision

By Wendi Taylor
Patriot-News

About a dozen demonstrators
gathered at Three Mile Island s
North Gate last night to protest a
federal court panel's decision that
would allow the restart of the Unit
| reactor.

Slate police said they arrested
Gene Slilp. 35, of Harrisburg, and
Dale Singer. 33, of Lancaster, after
they refused to leave the scene.

Each was arraigned before
District Justice William G. Heck-
man on a charge of obstructing a
passageway and released on his
own recognizance. The charge
carries a $300 fine, police said

Stilp is a member of Three Mile
Island Alert and Singer is a mem-
ber of the Susquehanna Valley Al-
liance.

The action last night was part
of an anti-restart campaign to get
Gov. Dick Thornburgh to remove
the Pennsylvania Emergency Man-
agement Agency from the emer-
gency respohse plans drafted by
GPU Nuclear Corp, TMI's opera-
tor. for protecting the public In the
event of a nuclear accident.

Stilp said that if the governor,
as its chief officer, pulled PF.MA
out of the emergency plans, the
plant would be “inherently un-
safe” and could not reopen

Stilp said the governor has said
repeatedly that he is opposed the
restart and called upon him to
prove it. "He could technically pull
us out.” Stilp said. "The question
is. does he have the guts to be lead-
er?"

Doug Bedell, spokesman for
GPU Nuclear, said he could not
comment on what would happen If

the governor took such an action.
"We have an approved emergency
plan. It's been tested, approved
and is in force." he said.

“We expect to demonstrate to
the public that the plant Is being
run the way they want, .. We
will be letting the public know If
anything significant happens, but
we re hoping they will be viewed
in the proper context,” Bedell said.

Those opposed to the restart
also have asked Dauphin County
Commission Chairman Norman P.
Hetrick to pull the county out of
evacuation plans

Stilp and Singer held a sign
reading You'd better react before
they do" across the North Gate.

When they were asked to leave
by GPU security guard Lt. John
Enders. Stilp answered. "We are
blocking these gales In order to
prevent the plant from restarting
Not only out of concern for our
lives but those who work here."
He then asked Enders help in pre-
venting the restart

Singer, who also refused to
leave the gale, said that he and his
wife "are hoping to have healthy
children someday if we can stop
this plant. They are hurting the
public for financial gain

At noon today a coalition of ac-
tivists will demonstrate at the
Governor's Mansion and ask con-
cerned citizens to call the gover-
nor's hot line and tell him to pull
PEMA out of the emergency plans.

"We re asking individuals not
to cooperate with the emergency
plans and to call the governor and
tell him they will not participate In
GPU's emergence plans.t said
Stilp.

pretation of the circuit court panel's 2-1 opinion —
one that the court had implied the stay was lifted.
In a confusing day of legal maneuvering, parties

opposed to the restart filed a flurry of motions with
the circuit court, including:

— The state’s motion for an emergency stay,
which said "the extreme public importance of this

matter" required continuance of the stay.

ar’s predecessor.

— A Union of Concerned Scientists letter to the
court saying an NRC restart order yesterday would
constitute contempt of court because the restart stay
was never addressed in the circuit court opinion. UCS
counsel Ellyn Weiss called the NRC and GPU Nuclear

See TMI—Page A2

Metropolitan

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — A federal
court panel will hear arguments
today on the adequacy of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission’s
May 29 order allowing GPU Nu-
clear Corp, to renew operation of
the Three Mile Island Unit 1 reac-
tor.

In its pre-argument brief filed
yesterday with the 3rd U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in Philadelphia.
GPU Nuclear snapped at its detrac-
tors for suggesting the company is
connected “to alleged wrongdoing
of the past.”

There have been enough safety
hearings and a 100.000-plus page
administrative record in the Unit 1
proceeding to vindicate the NRC's
judgment that the plant undam-
aged in the Unit 2 accident six
years ago can be operated safely,
the utility's lawyers argued.

“TMI-Unit | will be operated
by a vastly different, much larger
and better qualified organization
than existed at the time of the
TMI-2 accident in 1979,” the utili-
ty said.

A three-judge panel today
could throw out petitions insisting
more safety hearings were

by federal law. Or it could agree
with the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, Three Mile Island Alert,
the Union of Concerned Scientists
and Norman and Marjorie Aamodt
of Coatesville that more hearings
are needed.

If the court sides with the In-
tervenors, the. next decision would
be whether to lift the stay on the
NRC’s restart approval order
while the case is being tried.

GPU Nuclear lawyers singled
out Three Mile Island Alert’s argu-
ments for special attention of the
court.

"TMIA's practice is particular-
ly egregious when it argues that
current TMI-1 management is
somehow linked to alleged wrong-
doing of the past,” GPU Nuclear
said.

GPU Nuclear said the midstate
anti-nuclear group used in its brief
"misrepresentations of fact," "dis-
tortions of the record.” "attempts
to mislead by omission.” and "ar-
guments as fact.”

Utility lawyers gave the court
10 examples. In one. GPU Nuclear
noted the NRC had rejected the re-
moval of utility officials for re-
sponsibility in the 1978-79 leak
rate falsification case. GPU Nucle-

Edison Co., pleaded guilty to crim-
inal misconduct in 1984.

TMIA referred to the utility of-
ficials as “similarly involved in
misconduct,” the utility told the
court, when there has never been
direct evidence incriminating Gen-
eral Public Utilities Chairman Wil-
liam Kuhns, President Herman
Dieckamp. or managers Michael
Ross and Brian Mehler.

Both the U.S. attorney who
handled the leak rate case and the
NRC cleared the four from any
wrongdoing in the falsification of
reports to the NRC. The state.
TMIA and UCS want hearings on
the connection between GPU Nu-
clear management and the falsifi-
cations — hearings the NRC pre-
cluded in February.

As for other GPU Nuclear per-
sonnel the NRC plans to investi-
gate later for involvement in falsi-
fying the reports, the utility said:

“The NRC declined to reopen
the record because none of the per-
sonnel who could have been in-
volved in the falsification will
have any significant role in the fu-
ture operation of TMI-1 and be-
cause procedural and organiza-
tional changes preclude this from
happening at TMI-Unit 1 in the fu-
ture.”



By Mick Rood
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — if you
think progress on the Three Mile
Island Unit 2 nuclear accident
cleanup and the Unit | restartdeci-
sion has been slow, don't worry,
the problem isn’t endemic.

The General Accounting Office
has concluded the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission's "Action Plan"
for making nuclear plant improve-
ments nationwide based on TMI
accident lessons learned, is. well,
behind schedule.

In a survey answered by 31
utilities running 54 nuclear plants,
the GAO said all safety tasks
wouldn't be completed until 1989
when they were supposed to be

done by now.

By then, those utilities estimat-
ed they would spend $1.7 billion
on TMil-related backfitting and
personnel improvements, or more
than $32 million per plant.

The NRC quibbles with some
of the GAO report numbers and

TMI errs
. 0N waste
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GAO concludes NRC's plan for nuclear

denies it has downgraded monitor-
ing of the Action Plan. GAO still
thinks the NRC ought to give Con-
gress a one-time full accounting of
how well utilities have complied.
Although utility executives
spend a lot of their time lobbying
against what they regard to be
needlessly elaborate NRC safety
regulations, the GAO-surveyed
utilities said only about one-fourth
of the 176 different TMI Action-
Plan requirements were unneces-

sary.
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plant safety lags

TMI feedwater rated low in reliability

By Mick Rood

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission staff has classified Three Mile Is-
land's Unit 1| emergency feedwater system as
having “low" reliability, NRC Chainpan Nun-
zio Palladino has told an inquiring congress-
man. o]

Rep. Edward Markey, D-Mass,, had asked
the NRC to rank feed water systems of Babcock
& Wilcox-designed reactors In the wake of the
June 9 accident at Davis Besse-Unit | in Ohio.
Steam generators at the Ohio plant were boiled
dry during the accident, which Markey has

called one of the worst since the one at TMI-
Unit 2 six years ago.

An NRC special investigation team con-
cluded last week that poor management by
Toledo Edison Co. led to the accident, but the
team also suggested basic design problems
with B&W plants.

The NRC staff estimated that three B&W
plants — Davis Besse-l, TMI-1 and Arkansas-1
— had emergency feedwater systems with low
reliability. Under that ranking, the feedwater
system could be expected to fail one in 1,000
times. Five other B&W plants were ranked as
having "medium” reliability, well within NRC
safety goals.

GPU Nuclear spokesman Doug Bedell said
GPU Nuclear plans to make improvements on
the feedwater system, raising it to the medium
category used by the NRC staff, during the
first refueling after a Unit 1 restart.

The NRC granted GPU permission to re-
start Unit | May 29, but the order was chal-
lenged in the US. Third Circuit Court of
Appeals by Intervenors in the restart case. A
decision is pending.

Markey said Palladino acknowledged B&W
feedwater systems, which are relied upon to
remove heat from the plant's primary system.

See TMI—Page A2

sent west

By Mick Rood

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Three bar-
rels of low-level radioactive waste
shipped to Washington state last
month from Three Mile island in
Pennsylvania have been ordered
sent back across the country.

Mislabeling of the barrels
prompted the order and the sus-
pension of GPU Nuclear Corp.'s
permit to bury contaminated TMI
materials at the Hanford Waste
Management Facility in central
Washington.

The Washington Department
of Social and Health Services sus-
pended the GPU Nuclear permit
Tuesday after three barrels in a
104-barrel shipment from TMI
Unit 2 last month were found to
contain more radiation than the
utility had classified them as hold-
ing.

Nancy Kirner, supervisor of
the department's radiation control
section, said yesterday the suspen-
sion will last one week. It could be
lifted Tuesday when GPU Nuclear

.officials meet with her to outline

the utility’s shipment procedures,
Kirner said.

The Washington'’s state Health
Department ordered the three bar-
rels shipped back to TMI to be re-
packaged and relabeled. Both GPU
officials and Klmer said the bar-
rels met shipping requirements
and presented no hazard.

However, the misclassification
of the three barrels' contents could
have been a long-term safety prob-

Trvm rage Al

do not meet NRC safety standards
set in the mid-1970s when the
B&W systems were already built
or being built. Palladino told Mar-
key the plants met standards in
place at the time and were, in ef-

fect. grandfathered in.

"As the result of this voodoo
in a
statement released by his office
yesterday, “the NRC has admitted
a key safety system Is of low relia-

regulation,” Markey said

bility."

To publicize the problem.
Three Mlle Island Alert, an inter-
restart
case. Issued a release yesterday
noting the NRC's "low" ranking of
the TMI Unit emergency feedwa-

venor in the TMI-Unit |

ter system.

The NRC safely goal, gener-
ally. is to require systems pro-
jected to fail only once in every

10,000 initiations.

Bedell said the utility is "puz-
zled" by the low ranking and will

explore It with the NRC staff.
Bedell made two other points:

lem had the barrels been buried
undetected

It was the second time GPU
Nuclear's burial permit has been
suspended. The other infraction
occurred in 1982. Kirner said
“that's a good record” for a utility.
There are 1,400 permit holders
that use the Hanford site, which Is
the largest nuclear dump in the
country. Kirner said a license to
bury waste is suspended on the av-
erage of about once a month.

— That the.TMI emergency
feedwater system is different in
several basic design respects from
the Ohio unit, and "we believe the
Davis Besse accident wouldn't
have oceosred at TMI-Unit 1."

— That TMIA seemed to equ-
ate an accident involving the loss
of feedwater capacity with a radi-
ation-eeleasing core melt, some-
thing That does not necessarily fol-
low.

The Union of the Concerned
Scientists long contended during
the TMI-Unit | restart proceedings
that the plant's emergency feed-
water system and its backup sys-
tem were highly susceptible to
failure and unplanned releases of
radiation.

But when the commission ap-
proved restart of Unit | in late
May, it rejected UCS contentions,
despite an NRC appeals board's
conclusion in 1983 that the NRC
staff had failed to verify safety of
the system. Noting that, Bedell
said feedwater reliability at TMI-
Unit | in Londonderry Twp. has
been litigated.

The Hanford low-level waste
facility is operated by a private
firm licensed by both Washington
state and the U.S. Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission. The suspension
was noted In a preliminary notice
of violation issued Tuesday by the
NRC.

GPU Nuclear, in a news release
yesterday afternoon, acknowl-
edged the suspension.

“GPUN is strengthening Its
system to assure the proper classi-
fication of low-level radioactive
wastes from Three Mile Island,"”
the company said. GPU Nuclear
noted, and Washington state offi-
cials confirmed, that "the ship-
ment met all transportation crite-
ria and posed no threat to workers
or the public at TMI or along the
shipping route.”

The entire 104-barrel ship-
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ment. which left TMI Unit 2 on
July 14 and arrived at Hanford on
July 23. waa labeled "Class A"
low-level waste by GPU Nuclear
personnel. The Class A waste limit
is .008 curies of strontium 90. Han-
ford officials found the three bar-
rels contained strontium 90 above
that limit — one as high as .012
curies. Those barrels should have
been labeled “Class B" low-level
waste.

Class A waste Is normally bur-
ied In the 55-gallon drums in
which it la shipped. More precau-
tions are required to isolate Class B
waste for burial.

GPU Nuclear spokesman Doug
Bedell explained that the compa-
ny's radiation engineering depart-
ment correctly analyzed the three
barrels of piping from the TMI
Unit 2 water-processing system as
Class B waste. But a shipping em-
ployee misread the analysis, did
his own analysis and mislabeled
the barrels. as Class A waste.
Bedell said.

The shipping employee erred
in his analysis because sand in the
barrel partially shielded the stron-
tium 90 on the piping and lowered
the detected level of radioactivity.
Bedell said.

Washington state suspended
GPU Nuclear's burial permit for 13
days in 1982 when the lid on a
waste barrel from TMI popped off.
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By Mary Warner
Patriot-News

A 198! class-action suit seek-
ing recovery of higher electricity
costs due to the Three Mlle Island
accident has ended up in Dauphin
County Court, two years after a
federal judge ruled for the defend-
ants.

The suit was transferred to
county court because appellate
judges ruled last year that U.S.
Middle District Court did not have

Jurisdiction when It granted sum-'

mary judgment for the defendants
in August 1983.

The suit names 18 people and
10 businesses as plaintiffs and
seeks certification as a class action
representing other electricity con-
sumers who have paid higher bills

because of the 1979 accident at the
Londonderry Twp. nuclear plant.

The plaintiffs are from New
Jersey and from Pennsylvania cit-
ies and towns more than 25 miles
from the plant. Residents within
25 miles of the plant were covered
under a $25 million class-action
settlement in 1981 for economic
losses due to the accident.

The suit was filed by attorney
Lee Swartz, who has filed many of
the recent personal injury claims
resulting from the TMI accident.

The suit says TMI owner Gen-
eral Public Utilities Corp, and Its
subsidiaries have incurred sub-
stantial expenses because of the
accident and that public utility
commissions In Pennsylvania and
New Jersey ruled that some of

those costs could be passed on to
consumers.

The plaintiffs’ electric bills
were “substantially higher” be-
cause of the accident caused by the
defendants’ negligence, so they
owe damages for that economic
loss, the suit says.

The suit was filed In federal
court in March 1981 and was as-
signed to U.S. Magistrate J. An-
drew Smyser, who ruled that law-
fully ordered rate increases cannot
be undone through the courts and
recommended summary judgment
for the defendants. Federal Judge
Sylvia Rambo adopted Smyser's
report and followed his recom-
mendation.

The plaintiffs appealed to the
U.S. 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals,
which did not consider the issues
in the suit but ruled that federal
courts had no Jurisdiction over it.
The defendants sought review by
the U.S. Supreme Court but were
denied, so the plaintiffs asked the
federal court here to transfer the
suit to county court.

Plaintiffs In the suitare Donald
A. Stibitz of Reading; Cumberland
Woodcraft Company Inc. of Carli-
sle; Forget-Me-Not Inc. and Larry
Welker Ford Inc., both of Ship-
pensburg; FMG Investments Inc.,

electricity
County court gets TMI suit over higher

Gettysburg Tours Inc., Heritage
inns Inc. and LE. Smith Wholesale
Distributor Inc., all of Gettysburg.

Also, Richard and Shirley A.
Baade, Albert C. and M. Isabel
George and New Freedom Lumber
Co., all of New Freedom, York
County: Victor Hebei and P.G. En-
gineering of Stewartstown, York

County; Dorothy S. Hostetter of
McSherrystown, Adams County;
J.L. Richard and Linda Hamer of
Hanover, York County: James and
Diane Barron and Margaret M.
Jonas of Dingmans Ferry, Pike
County: Dr. Maxine C. Bush of
Mehoopany. Wyoming County.
Also, the Rev. Alva TOmpkins

of Tunkhannock. Wyoming Copn,
ty; Musette Duggan of Sayre,
Bradford County; Weis I. Zimmer-
man of Lewistown. Mifflin Couth
ty; Pocono Business Furniturp,|nc-
of Stroudsburg. Monroe County;
Harry walach of Beach.
N.J.; and Stephen M. Young olj

Mine Hill, N.J. \



‘Valve error 2
laid to GPU ?

ByMfckRood
Waxhlngton Bureau

WASHINGTON — GPU
dear Corp. hat been dtod with
what the U.S. Nuclear Rogutoioty
Commterion atari called a minor
safety violation during the Three
Mile Island Unit 1 start-up pro-
gram, according to an NRC report
issued this week.

The violation occurred June 7,
the day the 3rd US. Circuit Coart
of Appeals blocked an NRC order
that would have allowadgM Nu-
clear to restart Unit 1 aft* 1 all-
year shutdown. The court, wiflch
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NRC reverses its view on citizens’ panel 1

By Mick Rood
Washington Bureau

~"WASHINGTON — Reversing
itkprevious inclinations, the Nu-
char Regulatory Commission
agreed yesterday jn principle to let
itfetizens' advisory panel serve as
a wodult” to the public on radia-
tian health effects from the Three
M$a Island Unit 2 accident.

>.NRC Chairman Nunzio Palladi-
nfSaid the commission would or-
de? within a month that the Advi-
sory Panel for the
Decootamination o’ TMI Unit 2 be
allowed to provide a forum at its

meetings for interpretation of var-
ious ongoing health studies.

A commission majority had in-
dicated in March that the 12-mem-
ber pane! of technical and lay peo-
ple was straying from Its
appointed mission to monitor
progress of the Unit 2 accident
cleanup.

But panel Chairman Arthur
Morris, mayor of Lancaster, insist-
ed yesterday that the panel unani-
mously favors calling In experts on
TMI Unit 2 accident health effects.
Public confusion over publicity
about some of the health studies

has abounded, according to panel
member Joseph Dinunno, and no
other group was assisting in the
understanding of it.

"Without interpretation of
these studies, which are they to
believe?” Dinunno asked.

Morris and other panel mem-
bers assured Commissioner Lando,
Zech that the group wouldn't be-
come ““sidetracked" by controver-
sial health effects issues.

The panel also reassured Com-
missioner Frederick Bernthal, whoi
said “you can't afford to have your
impartiality questioned." The pan-

el shouldn't "be identified

one school of thought or aanth**
if "very opinionated peoplepa
this topic' appear at meed

“It's not a )>ig concern,’
panel member Thomae
"At most of our meetings
from the NRC and GPU |
the TMI operator), and It
seemed to rub 611 on is*.”

Panel Chairman Morris aaii
hoped the commission
prove the change before
sory panel's next meet!
risburg on July 18.

beard arguments challenging the
NRC restart approval on June 27,
has yet to decide whether to liftits
decision.

A valve on one of 12 reactor

~coolant pumps at TMI Unit 1 was

Tnistakenly left dosed, a condition
[that could have caused damage to
pump seals during normal opera-
tion, NRC inspectors said.

The seals are important, in-

xpectors explained In a report re-
[teased Wednesday, because they
serve as a “boundary” to keep ra-
[dlooctive water out of the second-
ary cooling system.
! William F. Kane, director of
[the NRC’s TMI Unit 1 restart staff,
‘'said GPU Nuclear was cited with a
violation, but will not have to re-
spond because the company “took
[immediate corrective action" and
[took measures “to prevent recur-
rence."

Kane noted In his report that

[overall findings from the special
‘inspection were “generally favor-
mable” about the utility’s restart
[preparations.
; On the agency’s scale of 1 to 5.
*1 being the most serious incident,
[the TMI Unit 1 violation Was
eranked, a Level 4 citation, which
[does not carry with it imposition
«of a fine.

The violation was noted by an
;NRC inspector participating In a

3

apodal aateydwcktte NRC con-
ducted at Unit | between May 31
and June 28.

GPU Nuchar apokesman Doug
Bedell add yesterday that a main-
tenance employee had abut off the
pump valve while conducting are-
quired teat and forgot to open the
valve when be was dooe.

-Hie maintanance people have
been critiqued and Instructed,”
BedeOsaid.

Company officials had predict-
ed during a June 6 news confer-
ence that “minor'”probtana would
occur, which laone reason a grad-
ual, three-mooth start-up program
has been planned, Bedell said.

Joanne Doroshow, an attorney
representing the restart Intervenor
group Three Mile Island Alert, had
adifferent view.

“It goes to show that after all
this time the company cannot op-
erate this plant competently. They
never mentioned In their press re-
leases since June 7 that they were .
dted with a violation. It's another
indication of downplaying prob-
lems stthe plant,” Doroshow said.

—tEhe Patriot,

Wednesday. August 14. >98"
a =N

the NRC wouldtry todothatef'
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TMI fuel removal delayed

A**oclMed Press

The removal of fuel front the damaged reactor at Three Mlle Island Is ¢
likely to be delayed several weeks because of the late shipment of needed

equipment, officials at the nuclear plant said yesterday.
The process now is expected to start In October instead of September,

= <

according to GPU Nuclear Corp., operator of the Londonderry Twp.

, plant-

The elgwpment Includes canisters that will be loaded with core debris

from TM
prior to shipment. 1

s Unit 2 and metalrack* that will be used to store the canisters

r. Deficiencies in the equipment suppUer's.record keeping have required
.GPU Nuclear to do extra work to verify equipment quality, The plant
operator said. Production problems also have slowed construction or ths

equipment, GPU Nuclear said

Anti-TMI group vows to stall on paying electric bills

YORK — A small but determined group of anti-nuclear activists Is t
planning a non-cooperation campaign to voice their opposition to the
restart of the Three Mile Island Unit | reactor.

The campaign will consist of withholding payment on electric Mils,
conserving electricity and spreading word of the campaign to friends and

neighbors.

The campaign was outlined last night to a group of nine people from
the York, Harrisburg and Lancaster areas at a Project David regional

meeting at West Manchester Mall.

the restart of TMI.

collect them.

, off your electricity.”

“Keep your payment with the Mil by your door,”
utility must come to your door and ask for your payment before shutting

Project David is a coalition of local groups and Individuate opposed to

Bill Keisling, a Project David leader from Harriaburg, aaid people
should withhold payment of their electric Hite and make the utilities

he aald. "By law, the

mgnnhau Hatriot-Weure. Iro»1 » *IL*> | -

Agency summary contradicts TMI illness claims

.- FE>>

By Cbrtetopber Quino
Sunday Patriot-New.

While hundred* of area residents are
claiming in Dauphin County Court that
the 107V accident at Three Mile Island
caused llinesses, a federal agency™ »um’
mary of medical studies finds the con-
trary. i,

The staff Of the US. Nuclear Regula-
tory Commiaatoh recently compiled the
result* of six yearn of studies on the acci-
dent's affectaaa ibe health of people hy-
ing dear TMI. ’ 1

The findings of those studies — pub-
lished individually as they were complet-
ed — show when viewed together that.,
the accident had no lasting effect on the
health of area residents.

THZ NRC STAFF has recommended
ending NRC-funded TMI health studies
and Is awaiting a commission ruling. TMI
opponents claim existing studies are
faulty and new ones are needed.

The studies find that there were no
dgnlfkant change* In pregnancies, men-

tal health, e numbBer of children 'born
with congenital defects and the number of

infant deaths after the accident — a hear-

meltdown-ofaite M LiFdt 2 reactaer.

But lawsuits filed In Bauphin-County
Court since February chaimthe accident
left more than 900 people with cancer and
other sometimes*(atal diamas The law-
suits are pending.

THX COMKgnt) ted ongoing atad-

167 are smmansed fsre: Vo=
v K preghancy outcome study spais-
sored by the state Health Department to

pregnancies near TMI found it did not_

About 4,000 women who gave birth 1k
the year after the accident and another
4.000 who gave birth In the second year
after the accident were surveyed. The ia-
cideoces of Infant deaths, birth defects
and premature births were the same in
each group, the study found.

The women and children will baW
veyed every five years.

v Another study Involving infants
was sponsored by the Health Department

., todeiermine Ifchildren living in g 10-mlle

radiuaof TMI suffered from hypothyroid-
ism, a condition of sluggishness that cap
be caused by radioactive lodine.
. —fth the year after the accident, the sur-
vey found only one gscidence of the condi-
tion in 4.000 Infants, which the study said
was normal. zZ--

The study said aevas cases of the con-

re found In Lancaster County In

(yggg b ?conéj gt Ihgnhoae cases were
d by the accldent

The Western Psychiatric Raaoarah

, Institute sponsored a study to determine If
deurmine whether-thr-accident affected

the trident affepted th* rnental heatth of
TMI employees, 'mother* with small chll-
dren, and patients at meatal health-eliric*.
The Study found that the mother* had
an “txceu risk" of anxiety and deprea-
sipn during the year after Ute accident,
Th* TMI worker* and mnul patient,
were not affected.
The state Health Department com
duct* an annual survey M iatan.death Is
the 10-miie TMI radius and has found the

., accident had no impacton the aumber of

euchdestha.

Pennsylvania State University and
the NRC sponsored a study to determine
how much money the accident cost area
residents and communities In health care
bills.

The study found that in the 10 months
after the accident in a five-mile TMI ra-
dius, health-related changes in behaviors
cost $178,419. Days lost from work and
visits to doctors made up the bulk of the
cost. The study also found increased buy-
ing of alcohol, tranquilizers and ciga-
rettes.

* A study to determine whether the
accident caused people to move from the
area found that the number of people who
moved before and after the accident re-
mained the same.

However, 15 percent of the people
who moved out of the flve-mile TMI ra-
dius in the year after the crisis said TMI
waa the main reason they moved.

= The state Health Department set
out to determine how people living near
TMI reacted to the accident. The study,
completed In 1981. found that the major
impact of the accident came during the

two weeks following it.

THE PEOPLE most distressed by the
accidents were younger, educated, mar-
ried or female, the study showed. People
living within 15 miles of the plant suf-
fered more stress than those farther
away. The use of sleeping pills and other
tranquilizers to deal with stress increased
for some people, and the anxiety experi-
enced during the accident fell off sharply
after 18 months.

Other studies are under way

The state Health Department is look-
ing at the rates of cancer and cancer
deaths In residents living within five, 10
and 20 miles of TMI. and the TMI Public
Health Fund is sponsoring a separate can-
cer study.

The Health Department, along with
the Pennsylvania Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and the NRC, is compiling
health Information on people living with-
in 20 miles of six nuclear plants in the
state. Their findings will be compared to
surveys of people Hying in six other Penn-
sylvania areas withmit nuclear plants.

hYiu Pntript-NrtB*. KsrHbr;?* Swtsaisr 1. IMS

N-personnel

Ry Mirk Rood
Washingt«»n Bureau

WASHINGTON — A Maryland contractor In
November 1983 coached GPU Nuclear Corp, person-
nel on how to “put one over” on Nuclear Regulatory
t ommissio” inspectors, a congressman charged yew
irrday

Fdward Markey. D-Mass.. released 14 pages of
emir » material used by General Physics Corp, of
Columbia. Md . in which GPU Nuclear employees
uh<> Kik a course conducted by,General Physics
wer* i'd how to “interact” with the NRC on
, out.Hinn' n’ systems leak-testing programs.

GI't Nuclear said the material is
with the utility’s rule that employees be "“fully open*
u ith the NRC. General Physics said the material Mar-
key <'b|rcK to was dropped from a later course for
another utility.

RUT IN A letter to NRC Chairman Nunzio Palladi-
no. Markey said the +prescriptive” language the
u«nr«’ material should be Investigated for Its effect
on GPU Nuclear management integrity and on the

1 | A 1 i ! o1

“inconsistent” ;

coached on deception, lawmaker says

federal contract status of General Physics. The Mary-
land firm has been awarded S500XKX) worth of NRC
contracts in the last four years.

GPU Nuclear operates the Three Mile Island Nu-
clear Generating Station In Londonderry Twp. near
Middletown. Pa., and the Oyster Creek nuclear plant
in New Jersey. Oyster Creek spokesman John Fidler
said 17 engineers, all from the New Jersey plant, also
took the course.

Jay Whitney, vice president and chief executive
officer of General Physics, said the guidance offered
in the course material was reviewed and removed
after one of the Oyster Creek engineers objected to its
content.

AT ONE POINT, under a subtopic titled “Interac-
tions with the NRC,” the General Physics course out-
line asked: "Should the utility inform the NRC of
contemplated [leak-testing] program changes?"

The answer suggested in the course outline was.
“This is debatable.” Alerting the NRC “opens up utili-
ty for comments and second thoughts.” whereas
"springing changes on NRC has benefit of surprise,”
the material said.

The course outline also advised engineers to per-

form demonstration tests for NRC Inspectors on “an
easy’ valve which has traditionally not been a ’prob-
lem leaker.”*

ON THE NEXT page, the General Physics outline
said the “traditiona) industry approach™ had been not
to tell the NRC when a leak test had failed “since
some smooth talkers have managed to get out of
failures.”

Below that description was the disclaimer that
“discussion of tbe above experience should in no way
indicate endorsement of any of these observed ap-
proaches.”

Despite the disclaimer and subsequent deletion of
the material. Markey told Palladino: “While | am sure
you would agree that GPUN has been in need of help
in this area, clearly this is not the type of assistance
that the only nuclear utility [TMI] ever indicted and
convicted of criminal charges needs.”

METROPOLITAN EDISON Co., the predecessor
to GPU Nuclear Corp, at TMI. had pleaded guilty to
on? count of keeping falsified water leak-rate records
and no contest to six other counts of falsifying leak
test* at Three Mlle Island Unit 2 in February 1984.

It may be no coincidence. Markey told Palladino,
that the NRC recently issued a notice to all utilities
that licensees were not properly performing contain-
ment leak-rate tests.

Whitney said he had been contacted by the NRC
Office of Inspection and Enforcement last week about
the course material referred to by Markey Whitney
brought the NRC up to date about deletion of the
material from the course, but has heard nothing fur-
ther. he said

"On balance, the course counsels cooperation
with the NRC and describes how to fulfill the public
health and safety goals. Portions of the course gave
the impression that we’re counseling counter to that
Iheme."” Whitney said

"WE'RE NOT IN the business to counsel to
deceive [the NRC].” he said. I understand how it
could be taken that way."

Whitney noted that Markey had released only 14
pages out of 35V In tbe course.

Fidler said the course material excerpted “Is In-
consistent with well-established company policy and
training, which requires all of our employees to be
fully open with the NRC."
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.66 found guilty
In demonstration
at TI\/IIpIantgate

By Frank Lynch

Patriot-News

With the pound of his gavel in
a makeshift courtroom, District
Justice William Heckman yester-
day found 66 men and women
guilty of blocking a gate to Three
Mile Island on May 29.

Some of the defendants at the
hearing, which lasted more than
four hours in the Middletown Area
High School auditorium, stormed
angrily from their seats and out
the door after the verdicts were
announced. Others surrounded
Heckman, continuing to argue the
merits of their cases.

“We've been robbed. What can
I say?" said Brian D. Hunt, one of
8l people arrested the day Nuclear
Regulatory Commission members
voted 4-1 to lift orders that had
kept TMI Unit 1 shut down for six
years.

That order has been stayed by
the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, and parties to the restart
proceedings have argued for and
against the need for more health,
safety and management integrity
issues. A decision by the three-
judge panel is pending.

The defendants yesterday did
not dispute that blocking TMI's
North Gate was an illegal obstruc-
tion of a highway or other pas-
sageway. But they said they were
justified in doing so because they
believed their actions were less
harmful than operation of the nu-
clear reactor.

William Tully, Dauphin Coun-
ty assistant district attorney, ar-
gued that their defense, although
well established in case law, does
not apply because the defendants

From Page Bl

The defendants argued that
their actions on May 29 were not
only justified, but carried out
peacefully and with the coopera-
tion of police. Tully turned that
around to say that since the dem-
onstration was planned — even
before the NRC vote was conduct-
ed — it could not have been con-
strued as being an attempt to stop
the “imminent” start-up of TMI-1.
"That [the planning] takes away
imminence.” he said.

The dispute "is not what hap-
pened at the North Gate, but
whether they [did] deliberately
and pre-meditatedly break the law
for the sake of breaking the law,”
Tully said. He argued further that
“they were not there to stop TMI,
but to bring about greater public
awareness.

"These people have gotten
what they wanted. The've gotten
publicity; they’ve gotten their day
in court. It’s time for them to pay
their dues.” he said.

But Michael Horgan of Harris-
burg said the defendants, at the
time they marched to the gate, did
not know a federal judge would
issue an injunction within 10 days
of the restart vote.

“If two cars are heading
toward each other down a road,
when do you swerve? When is it
too late? We thought it was our
final calling,” Horgan said. “We
thought it was time.”

Those found guilty yesterday
were:

Harbart e. MareoH. M of Faquaa;

John S. Adam* Jr., 35, of Airvilla; Linda
E Tregg 4} of Eflzekeethi{o Bjth Ann

had legal remedies available to
them short of blocking the gate.

A year ago. five people were
issued summonses for blocking the
TMI gate, and they presented
Heckman with the same “justifica-
tion” defense. But Heckman found
the protesters innocent that time.

“Ng, they’re the same group of
people,” Heckman said when
asked if last year's group had any
different defense than the defend-
ants had yesterday. “They [last
year’s protesters] wanted to go to
jail and I didn’t want them to,** he
said.

After Issuing his verdicts,
Heckman indicated that if the pro-
testers had exhausted every possi-
ble legal recourse before blocking
the gate, he might have ruled dif-
ferently. Asked later if that was
what he really meant, he said, “No
comment.”

Those convicted were ordered
to pay $73.50 in fines and costs.
Heckman said 11 of those arrested
already had pleaded guilty or no
contest.

Nine defendants addressed the
court yesterday. Some compiaind
that there were shortcomings at
the TMI plant and in its manage-
ment by General Public Utilities
Corp. Others told about personal
experiences involving the March
1979 TMI accident.

Susan L. Rudy, in an emotional
presentation, talked about the
death of her infant son to cancer.
“1 watched him go through that. |
wouldn’t want anybody else to go
through that,” said Rudy, who
lives in Harrisburg. “lI want my
whole family intact.”

- - See TMI—Page B2 - *

.cheets Good, ». or Lancaster: and Nan-

cy C. Benton, 33 of Mlllersbura.

Also, Robert W. Colman, 45, of Mid-
dletown, Nancy J. McVey, 29‘ of Lancas-
ter, Ronald L. Davis, 39, of Millersville;
Tlmolhy P, Hamer, 24 of the 1000 block
of Huron Drlve Harnsburg Janice H.
Royer, 34, of Lebanon Philip Trimble,
39, of Lititz; Sandra J. Chroma, 36, of the 1
2700 block of Green Street, Harrisburg; *
Jonathan H. Hooper, 33, of the 200 block
of Verbeke Street, Harrisburg; Bonnie'
MB Leed, 29, of Conestoge; Julia K.
Hoskins, 29, of the 600 block of Geary
Street, Harrisburg, and Karen M, Stilp,
32, of Newburg.

Also, Oaniel M, Welliver, 26, of the 200
block of Emerald Street, Harrisburg;
Joyce Ann Corradl, 40. of Middletown;
Barbara M. Schoenfelt, 32, of the 3700
block of Derry Street, Herrlsburo, Roy- '
mond T. Martin, 30, of the 100 block of
Penn Street, Harrlsburg Cynthia Y. Pet-
tingell, 27, of the 200 block of Verbeke
Street, Harrisburg, Elisabeth M.
Chavey, 61, of Middletown; Jean A. Fix,
54, of York; Maura E. Fitzpatrick, 28, of
the 100 block of Hunter Rood, Harris-
burg; and David F. Shall, 39, of the 3300
block of Second Street, Harrisbu

Also, Vera L. Stuchinskl, 30, of the 500
block of Antoine Street, Hamsburg,
Leonard Raquozes, 38, of Millersville;
Ronald L. Havener, 34, of Lititz; Robert
E. Payson, 52, of Lancaster; Linda L.
Rannels, 38, of Mount Joy; Mar]orle A.
Clement, 47, of the 100 block of Walton
Street, Lemoyne; Toni S. Weet, 28, of
Lancaster; Kirsten Moe, 42. of the 1800
block of Whitehall Street, Harrisburg,
and Joan W. Hamm, 56, of the 100 block
‘of Sylvan Terrace, Harrisburg.

Iso, Kathy I. Everett, 43" of Lencas-
t»r; Dale E. Sini nger, 32, of Lhncuttr,
Erma |. Weaver, 37, of Landisville; Mi-
chael B. Musser, 33, of Lancaster; Rox-
anne L. Harpster, 26, of the 200 block of
Emerald Street; John M. Disanto, 25, of
the 1200 block of Colonial Rood, Harris-
burg, Scott E. Martin, 27, of Elisabeth-
town; Richard D. Kushner. 27, of the 200
block of Montrose Street, Harrisburg;
Eric J. Epstein, 25. of leerpoof Judy A.
Richard, 34. of York, and Brian D. Hunt,
31 of Snow, Okla.

Afeo, Susan L. Rudy. 32, of the 288
Mock of verbeke Street, Morrtaburp
Mary Margaret G. Conway, 49, of York;
Lauren M. Taylor, M of the 2M0 Nock of
North. Fourth Street. Harriebwp Sapp
D Downey, 36, of Lancaster) Frank D
Davis, 59, of Mechanicsburg; Matthew C.
Dodd, 36, of Marysville; Doene L. Bow-
man, 38, of York, and Maura Cowon, 25,
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Hochendoner speaks at rally

From Page Al
what he should do hd

"We are looking for three spe-
cific things,” said Gene Stilp, a
member of TMIA, in front of the
mansion on North Second Street.

“We want the governor to ask
the court for an immediate stay of
the decision, ask the court for an
immediate appeal of the decision,
and tell PEMA (the Pennsylvania
Emergency Management Agbncy]
to not cooperate with emergency
evacuation plans.”

Stilp, who was one of two pro-
testers arrested Tuesday night
during a demonstration at TMI's
north gate, said the governor
should “exercise his duty and pre-
vent a disaster."

Earlier yesterday, Dauphin
County Commissioner Lawrence
J. Hochendoner called Tuesday’s
decision by the U.S. 3rd Circuit
Court of Appeals "the second dis-
aster at Three Mile Island."

In a prepared statement,
Hochendoner said the ruling
means “our people can only hope
that nothing goes wrong at TMI.
... Noone can say that the people
of central Pennsylvania and their
leaders failed the system. Rather,
the system failed us."

Stilp said restart opponents
plan to attend today's meeting of
the county commissioners to ask
that the county pull out of evacu-
ation plans.

But Hochendoner questioned
whether such action would be
anything more than a superficial
solution to the problem. “We've al-

Restart protesters
turn to governor

By Tony Perry
Patriot-News

Nearly 30 men. women and
children demonstrated on two
sides of the governor's mansion
yesterday, calling for a “true
friend in Pennsylvania.”

They asked Gov. Dick Thorn-
burgh to help prevent restart of
Three Mile Island Unit I. A federal
appeals court panel Tuesday
opened the way for restart by re-
fusing to review a May 29 order by
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion.

On the Front Street side of the
mansion, several families held a
large banner reading "Gov. Thorn-
burgh, prove that we have a friend
in Pennsylvania. Block the restart
of TML"

“What we want is for him to
take a leadership role in this state,
a firm leadership role." said city

resident Louise Bradford, who has
represented Three Mile Island
Alert since 1980. “Whatever it
would take to keep it closed, that’s

See PROTESTERS —P*«« Ad

ready naa too many cosmetic reac-
tions" to the Unit | restart ques-
tion, he said.

“I do not have confidence in
that plan,” he said, "but I think the
issue is better addressed from a
state level.”

Hochendoner said a possible
solution would be to press for leg-
islative changes in the NRC's
structure to allow local communi-
ties to hold a binding referendum
about a possible nuclear power fa-
cility nearby.

gjj> Patriot, Hirmbsrt-

TMI effects

EDITOR:

ON JULY 11 the Patriot pub-
lished an article summarizing
the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mlasion staff report presented to
the Three Mile Island Advisory
Panel on Decontamination. The
report recommends ending
NRC-funded TMI health studies
and contends that the 1979 acci-
dent produced no lasting effect
on the health of area residents.

Health effects resulting from
the accident have been docu-
mented and are still showing up.
Studies done to date have only
looked at immediate health ef-
fects. The effects of radiation
exposure may be seen Immedi-
ately with very high doses, but
the NRC has not considered the
available data. Following the ac-
cident, a number of area resi-
dents had reported skin bums, a
metallic taste, vomiting, hair
loss and other symptoms indica-
tive of higher doses of radiation
than the NRC recognizes in their
health studies.

However, the effects of can-
cers from high or low doses of
radiation may not be seen for
five to 20 or more years follow-
ing radiation exposure. Dr. John
Gofman, who helped to Isolate
the world's first plutonium, has
concurred with other experts In
stating that “there never was,
and there Is not now, any evi-
dence of a 'safe’ amount of ‘radi-
ation.” |

According to a 1984 study
commissioned by the TMI Public
Health Fund, Dr. Jan Beyea con-
cluded that “significant Issues
remain unresolved — issues that
might bear on the ultimate
health effects projected to occur

as a result of the accident.” Dr.
Beyea reviewed hundreds of re-
ports on the accident and found
that conclusive evidence has not
established just how much radi-
ation was received by area resi-
dents.

On the day of the accident.

Tkrsdiy. totyt 8. IMS-

the vent atack monitor at Unit 2
went off-ecale and wu unable
to record radiation releases. Re-
searchers used a variety of
methods to estimate doses, but
disagree on the figures, dose as-
sessments range from 276 to
63,000 peraon-rem (a measure-
ment used to determine the
amount of radiation delivered to
a population)

Because of the Inconclusive
research done to date. Dr. Beyea
has proposed a total of 16 proj-
ects to the TMI Public Health
Fund In order to develop conclu-
sive, reliable Information on ra-
diation exposure.

In addition to the need to
determine radiation doses, ongo-
ing studies are needed to moni-
tor the health effects. Columbia
University has recently been
funded by the TMI Public Health
Fund to complete two studies.
One study will determine the
rates of adverse pregnancy out-
come among TMI residents —
before, during and after the acci-
dent The second study will look
for patterns of childhood and
adult cancers In the TMI region.

The state Health Depart-
ment the Census Bureau and the
Center for Disease Control are
conducting ongoing studies. A
report was to be released this
spring by Dr. George Tokuhata
of the Pennsylvania Department
of Health. To date, this report
has not yet been released.

By recommending no further
health studies, the NRC has once
again shown that Its commit-
ment lies not with protecting
public health and safety, but
with protecting GPU Nuclear
anil promoting the restart of
TMI Unit |. The NRC must rec-
ognize the validity of ongoing
and future health-effect studies
In order to address the questions
that remain to be answered. To
do less, only re-emphasizes the
irresponsibility of the commis-
sioners’ restart order of May 29.

—Vera L. Stuchlinskl,
Harrisburg

The writer is chairperson of
Three Mile Island Alert.

TMI: Judges study testimony in appeal on Unit 1 restart

By Mick Rood
Washington Bureau

PHILADELPHIA — A panel of
three lexlpral judges yesterSsy
took “unher advisement” pleas by
lawyers for the stats and anU-nu-
clear groups to block restart st
Three Mlle Island Unit 1.

Until the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals acts, Its stay of the Nu-

clear_ Regulatory Commission's
May 29 order tojéstart the plant's

undamaged reactor remains In

About 150 Feople crowded the
largest available courtroom ot the
circuit court as the judges beard
nearly two hours of oral argu-
meats by six lawyers.

The state, Three Mile Island
Alert, the Union of Concerned Sci-
entists and Norman and Majoria
Aamodt asked the court to order
the NRC to conduct more hearings
on the operator’s Integrity before
the reactor Is again allowed to pro-
duce electricity at TMI In‘London-
derry Twp.

The NRC and plant operator
GPU Nuclear Corp- asked the
court to disgriM the appeal, saying

**RC already has thoroughly
examined management's ability to
iua the reactor.

Afterward, PrasHUag Judge

" CoUlaa J. Seitz said only that the

lam would be takes “under
advisement.”
Arguments centered «u

— The NRC dedatoo In Febm-
ary not to allow further Ucenalng
board hearings, a move that specif-
Ically dropped scheduled bearings
on GPU Nuclear Corp, manage-
meat Involvement In leak-rale fal-
sification at Unit 2 In 1978-79.

— Whether the NRCs restart
“conditions" to exclude from Unit
| duty personnel potentially In-
volved In the leak-rate rigging
constitutes an operating Ucenae
amendment that requires a board
hearing.

Commonwealth attorney
Thomae D. Rose said the state In-
sists 00 leek-rate beerings because
the reportlag o< coolant Inventory

"very crucial to tbs saloty oper-
ations of a nuclear pleat”

Metropolitan Edlaon Co-
which preceded GPU Nuclear aa
TMI operator, pleaded guilty as a
company to criminal misconduct
In 1984 — the only uUllty to be
convicted uoder the Atomic Ener-

Act.

The parties argued that hear-
ing,, were neceaaary and ehould
not have been left to the Judgment
of former U5. Attorney David
Dart Queen.

Queen. In what NRC Solicitor
Wiliam H. Briggs called an "unu-
Kiel statement," exonerated 24
TMI managers (but left it open
that other, were Implicated when
Met-Ed pleaded guilty).

Judge Walter K. Stapleton was

more hearings. He told Rees “there
never was a lawyer that didn't
think of some ammunition” after
the fact. lan't the 5-year-old TMI
case “just a case where there’s
some newly discovered evidence
... a case where you have to de-
cide enough Is enough?" Stapleton
asked.

Rees said If the safety implica-
tions of the leak case had been
“fully dealt with, chances are sig-
nificantly less that we would be
here today.”

Attorneys Lynne Bemabei of
TMIA and Ellyn Weiss of the UCS
tried to convince the judges that
the NRC’s way of handling restart
gave them an opening to demand

ooenly skeptical of the call for * more hearings.

Instead of holding more hear-
ings, the NRC has lilted about a
dozen Unit 2 employees who could
not work at Unit | because of pos*
sible leak-rate falsification in*
volvement. The NRC also said par-
ent company General Public
Utilities” Chairman William Kuhns
and President Herman Dleckamp
were not involved and should not
be removed, and there was no di-
rect evidence against former Unit
2 managers Michael Ross and Bri-
an Mehler, and they could continue
at Unit t

TMIA and UCS said the per-
sonnel “conditions” were really li-
cense amendments requiring a
hearing.
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NRC says
TMI spill
was minor

A Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission spokesman yesterday con-
firmed that a spill of 3,000 gallons
of low-level radioactive water In-
side the reactor building of Three
Mile Island’s Unit 2 did not result
In radioactive releases to the envi-
ronment.

“As far as whether or not there
should be concern by the people-in
the area because of radioactive re-
leases, there should not be." said
William Travers, the NRC's depu-
ty director of the TMI Program Of-

He said bls office conducted
teats that confirmed early reports
from GPU Nuclear Corp., the com-
pany that operates TME that the
incident Wednesday bad no effect
oo the environment.

Travers said the significance of
the spill "is quite tow.

TMI spokesman Gordon Tomb
said a hose connected to a new fil-
tration system apparently pulled
loose shortly after 11 a.m.
Wednesday, tpllling 3X100 gallons
of Water ontg, the third levellef the
eootatantent bufidtof. The water
contained low levels of radioactive
cesium, strontium and other mate-
rials.

1 The spill continued for about

IS minutes until a worker noticed JEhe Patriot, Hartosri. F# Wstesta H>t isas

the leak and shut off a valve. Tomb *
said.

NRC staff
asks fine
for firm

By Mick Rood

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The opera-
tor of Three Mlle Island nuclear
power plant should be fined
$64,000, the staff of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission says, be-
cause one of Its contractors al-
legedly discriminated against an
employee who ralged safety con-
cerns

The NRC announced yesterday
that its staff recommended the fine
against TMI operator GPU Nuclear
because Bechtel Corp., lead con-
tractor in the cleanup of the Is-
land's damaged Unit Il reactor, al-
legedly discriminated against
employee Richard D. Parks.

The action, which GPU Nucle-
ar has 30 days to appeal, comes
almost 27 years after Parks, a
senior engineer, claimed the utility
was bypassing safety rules In the
refurbishing and testing of a solar
crane needed in the $1 billion
cleanup of Unit IL which was crip-
pled in a 1979 accident at the
Pennsylvania plant, .situated in
Londonderry Twp., Dauphin
County.

Parks’ allegations resulted in
the citing, of GPU Nuclear for a
minor, non-fine infraction of fed-
eral safety regulations.

Parks claimed, and the NRC
staff agreed, he was harassed In
early 1983 when managers asked
him Improper and Intimidating
questions.

The managers also placed him
osi leave of absence, according to
NRC spokesman Karl Abraham.
Parks was relieved of his duties as
alternate startup and test supervi-
sor at the Unit 2 reactor, Abraham
laid.

The NRC staff based its deci-
sion on s June 1983 review of
Perks' grievances by the Ui La-
bor Department, which also found
be had been harassed and should
have been reinstated.

GPU Nuclear, which since has
placed its own personnel in charge
of the TMI-Unit 2 cleanup, said it
will review the NRC’s notice of
violation before deciding what to
do about it

The company said in a release
yesterday that Its policy Is “to pro-
tect Its employees and the employ-
ees ot its contractors from discrim-
ination as a result of raising safety
concerns."”

Parks no longer works for Be-
chtel Corp., according to a compa-
ny spokesman In San Francisco.

=
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Nearly 100 new TMI claims filed

Almost 100 new claims have
been Hied in Dauphin County court
by people who «ay they or their
relatives were Injured by the 1979
accident at Three Mile Island nu-

clear power plant

Almost 700 people — or the
estates of those who have died
since the accident — have sued
this year, claiming they suffered
cancer, thyroid disorders, anxiety
and other ailments because of the
accident at the Londonderry Twp.

facility.

More than 400 other claims
have been tiled by relatives of

those people.

The suits say the plaintiffs suf-
fered emotional distress because of
the accident and were exposed to
radiation that increased their risk

of cancer and other ailments.

Defendants
General
TMI’s owner;

Pennsylvania Electric Co.;

plant designer, Babcock and Wil-
cox Co.; Babcock's parent firm, J.
Ray McDermott & Co.; Catalytic
which performed mainte-
and engineering

Inc.,
nance at TMI,
firm Burns * Roe Inc.

N-insurance
again asked
by legislator

Insurance companies would be
required to offer home and busi-
ness owners protection against
damages In the event of a nuclear
accident under legislation intro-
duced by state Rep. Bruce Smith,
R-Etters.

Smith, who introduced a simi-
lar bill in the last session, says he
wants public hearings held on the
measure In order to arrive at the
best possible method of protecting
property owners against loss.

Smith said few property own-
ers realize their Insurance policies
specifically exclude a loss caused
by radioactive contamination.

"It's time for Pennsylvania to
take a leading role in correcting
this gross inequity and protect Its
citizens and their property against
the very real possibility of dam-
ages from a nuclear plant,” he
said.

According to Smith,, the cur-
rent market value within a 25-mile
radius of Three Mile Island totals
$9.6 billion. Property within a sim-
ilar radius of the five nuclear pow-
er plants operating In the state has
an estimated market value of $52
billion.

“The' accident at TMI con-
vinced the nuclear Industry of the
importance of Insurance cover-
age,” Smith said. “In 1979, nuclear
plants were Insured for $300 mil-
lion each; today, most are insured
for $1 billion — nearly twice the
coverage available to the public.”

Under existing federal laws,
the only form of nuclear insurance
coverage available to the public is
through the Price-Anderson Act,
which limits coverage of private
property in the event of a nuclear
accident to $585, according to
Smith.

The York County legislator Is a
member of the Nuclear Risk Task
Force Advisory Committee which
investigates the Insurance indus-
try’s approach to nuclear Insur-
ance.

A 1979 state House report
identified lack of insurance cover-
age as one of 11 specific problems
stemming from the accident.
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in the suits are
Public Utilities Corp..
GPU subsidiaries
Metropolitan Edison Co., Jersey
Central Power 4 Light Co. and

Government scientists and
GPU have contended that too little
radiation escaped during the acci-
dent to have caused such Injuries.
And a summary of post-accident
medical studies, compiled recently
by the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission. showed no lasting effects
on the health of people living near
TMI.

TMI critics claim those studies
are Hawed. Other studies are con-
tinuing.

The plaintiffs, their current ad-
dresses and their ailments, as de-
scribed In the latest suits are:

N«KM ana CarHon Ludwig of aeev
fort. H C She wffered cancar. \

Dorothy G. ond Anthony Vasco Jr. of
Stoottorf. Sho wttorod ovarian canear.

Morfin L. and Mm L. Krtlsar of
*bothtown. Ho suffered teukerala.

Thomas Land Ruth B- Kesselrteg of
Bainbridge. Ho suffered colon carte*r.

Catherine Sr Lonyo of AAMdlotoovn
administrator at tha estate-of Dantol
Lonyo, who hod leukemia end died In
Auoust H04.

Guy J. and Joan DePesquaie of Camp
HIM. Ho suffered stomach cancer.

Stephan M. and Karen L. Crawford of
Harrisburg. Ha suffered cancar of the

Kathleen M Flanagan of Columbia,
hyperthyroidism.

/ Clayton R. and Francos F. Vogel of
Harrisburg. He suffered a malignant tu—
mor In hi* back.

Florence L. and Samuel S. Cohen of
Harrisburg. She suffered a malignant
growth on her shoulder.

Robert S. and Catherine W. Hershey
of Mechamcsburg He suffered Parkin-
son's disease.

Carole A. Foy of Camp Hill, executrix
of the estate of John P. Foy Jr., who had
cancer In the sinus area and died In Aug-
ust Mdl.

Gianna Frailer of Middletown, a
heart condition.

Horman H. arfd N. Marguerltte
Prosser of New Cumberland. He suf-
fered cancer.

Myrtle Miller of New Cumberland,
executrix of the estate of Irvin S. Miller,
who suffered W|despread skeletal metas-
tases and died In April 1900

Cynthia Miller of New Cumberland,
executria of the estate of Irvin S. Miller
I, who had malignant tumors with com-

. plications that led to his death in Janu-

ary 1N4.

Robert Frederick of Camp Hill, ad-
ministrator of the estate of Margaret
Frederick, who had breast cancer and
brain tumor* and died In October H04.

Audrey Wolfe of Dauphin, adminis-
trator of the estate of John M. Wolfe,
who suffered aggravation of remissive
leukemia and died In August iteO

Alice E. IsNer and Frank H. Ishier of
Londonderry Twp. She suffered cancer
of the breast end tongue and he suffered
heartdisorder*.

Sarah M. China of Middletown, ad-
ministrator of the estate ot Wallace W.
China, who had cancer of the esophagus
and died In September 1980.

Wilhelmine Kamarer of Harrisburg,
breast cancer.

Robyn and Scott A. DIven of Carlisle,
whose son, Scott, suffered a Cleft palate
and hearing loss.

Joan Lehmor of Hummelstown, exe-
cutrix ot the estate of Harold Lehmor,
who had cancer of the pharynx and died
In November 1W4

Welter Armstrong of Harrisburg,
cancer.

Mary Beth and Barry R. Mroczka' of
Mechanicsburg. She suffered cancer.

James H. Grim Jr. of Middletown, ad-
ministrator of the estate of Donna Q.
Grim, who died of cancerous tumor*.

Helen Isaac of Comp Hill, high blood
pressure. Irregular heartbeat emotion-
al distress, traumatic neurosis, hair loss
and other disorders.

Doris J. Erwin of Mechanicsburg, ex-
ecutrix of the estate of Norman L. Erwin,
who had lymph tumor* and died in Aug—
ust IteO.

Shelby Kamarer of Harrisburg, ad-
ministrator of the estate of William J

Sullivan, who had lung cancer and died
In June TteO.

Kenneth A. Plpber Sr. ot Camp Hill,
cancer.

Carl and Margery Ehrlich of Harris-
burg, whose son Andrew suffered con-
genital heart defects.

Edith Z. Rose of Middletown, execu-
trix of the estate of Bernard Z. Rose, who
had a stroke end died In February Ite)

Marie and Carl A. Coble of Harris-
burg. She suffered a thyroid disorder
and other ailments.

Dolores A. DIx of Middletown, admin*
Istrotor of the estate of Arthur W. DIx,
who had cancer of the bone and spinal
cord and died In September HB4.  **

Suzanne end John Bender of Carlisle.
She suffered breast cancer.

Pead P. end Beniamin Lipsky of Har-
risburg. She suffered hypothyroidism
and a thyroid tumor, a Mood disorder
and other ailments.

Diane HIndermyer of Steelton, a
growth on the ovary, endometrlpais and
mental anguish.

Rosemarie Conrad, of Harrisburg,
administrator of the estate of Corl w.
Conrad, who had a heart attack and died
In June HdI

Lelanl Mumme of Manheim, hy-
pothyroidism, emotional discrete and
depression.

Lynn and-Eleanor Furlow of Harrls-
buro. He suffered a heart disorder and
anxiety.
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New study to probe
TMI, birth problems

By Jerry Dubs
Patriot-News

A new health study on the effects of the Three Mlle Island
nuclear accident on pregnancies has been commissioned.

The study will investigate whether or not the accident increased
the number of miscarriages or the number of infants boro un-
derweight or with birth defects, according to David Berger, chief
counsel for the $5 million TMI Public Health fund. The fund was
established as part of a settlement of a class-action suit against the
designers and operators of TMI.

The study will cost $400,000 and is expected to take two years to
complete.

Daniel Berger, also counsel to the fund, said the new study was
ordered because a previous, six-year state Department of Health
study on how the TMI accident affected pregnancies was not defini-
tive.

“It's unfortunate, but the findings that they have come up with
have been subject to criticism and varying Interpretations. We’re
aware of the work of the state. The methodological approach by the
state has been criticized by researchers. It's a complicated issue. We
see [the new study] as building on the state study." Berger said.

Dr. George Tokuhata, director of epidemiology research for the
Health Department, questioned what new Information could be de-
veloped in the study.

“They all say that.” Tokuhata said, referring to Berger's claim
that the Health Department study was not definitive. “Otherwise,
there would be no reason to ask the Judge to do It.

"We're doing a very in-depth study. We've been doing these
studies for six years.

“We made some prelinflnary reports, but the final analysis Is not
completed. We had to wait four years for a radioactivity study," he
said.

Tokuhata said initial studies of about 4,000 pregnant women
within five miles of TMI have shown no direct relationship between
the nuclear accident and miscarriages or other delivery problems.

The only relationship shown In the statistical study dealt with
pregnant women who took medication after the accident. Tokuhata
said.

“Excess medication was taken during the accident to cope with
stress and did not Include medication normally taken by pregnant
women," he said.

“We're not saying there was an effect We’'re just saying that
there are some open questions,” Berger said.

He said another TMI-health study is being planned for later this
year.
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2 workers in TMI's cleanup
file lawsuit claiming illnesses

Two men who worked on the
Initial cleanup at Three Mile Island
have Joined the list of plaintiffs
who say they suffer from cancer
or other llinesses because of the
1979 accident at the nuclear plant
In Londonderry Twp.

Arthur D. Tilley of Warmin-
ster and Vincent W. DeNoncour of
Upper Darby filed suit yesterday
In Dauphin County Court against
TMI’s owners, designers and relat-

the accident to help in the cleanup,
the suit saya. The men were on the
Job at TMI for two to 10 weeks and
were exposed to radioactive debris
during that time, according to the
suit.

As a result of that exposure,
Tilley suffered cancer of the liver,
and DeNoncour suffered cancer of
the prostate, the suit claims. It
does not say when the cancers
were discovered or whether they

ed companies.

Both men worked at TMI as
employees of Maririm Corp., a
crane operator hired shortly after

are now In remission.

Tilley was joined in the suit by
his wife, Gertrude, and DeNoncour
by his wife, Nora.

TMI claims transferred from South

ther of the defendants has Its principal place of busi-
ness In Mississippi, and because most of the litigants

By Frank Lynch
Patriot-News

Several hundred claims filed in Mississippi against
companies connected with the accident at Three Mile
Island have been transferred to federal court here.

The suits represent hundreds of central Pennsyl-
vanians seeking compensation and punitive damages
for illnesses allegedly caused by the March 1979 acci-
dent atthe Londonderry Twp. plant.

Fifteen of the suits have arrived In U.S. Middle
District Court here for processing. Another 15 are
being handled in Scranton, but they too will be
shipped to the Harrisburg office for handling, said a

spokesman in the clerk's office.

A federal judge in Mississippi ordered the' cases
transferred to federal court in Pennsylvania since nei-

live in this area.

Lee C. Swartz, attorney for many plaintiffs, said
the suits were filed in Mississippi because that state
has a six-year statute'of limitations far personal Inju-
ry cases. In Pennsylvania Itis two years.

Swartz said all those who tiled In Mississippi also
had filed in Dauphin County Court.
dismisses the county cases because of the statute of

If the court

limitations, the federal suits will remain, he said.

Defendants named to the suits are TMI designers
Babcock and Wilcox of New York, and Babcock’s
parent company, J. Ray McDermott of New Orleans.

Neither plant owner General Public Utilties Corp,

-tor Metropolitan Edjson Co., the plant operator at the

time of the accident. Is a defendant in the federal suit.
Both entities are named In the county suits.



3,000 gallons of TMI water

leaks in plant

By Frank Lyneh
and Peter Kelley
Patriot-News

Three thousand gallons of low-
level radioactive water spilled
from a hose inside Three Mile Is-
land’s damaged Unit 2 contain-
ment building yesterday, but offi-
cials said the incident should not
delay the planned defueling of the
reactor this fall.

No workers in the building
were contaminated in the spill, and
there was no radioactive release
outside the plant, according to
spokesman Gordon Tomb. It was
not immediately known how
many workers were nearby.

M1 officials also reported a
fire in a fuse box in the turbine
building. Tomb said the fire was
limited to the secondary, or non-
nuclear, section of the plant, and
damage appeared to be limited to
the electrical components of the
unit.

Tomb said a hose connected to
a new filtration system apparently
pulled loose after 11 a.m., spilling
3,000 gallons of water onto the
third level of the containment
building. The water contained low
levels of radioactive cesium, stron-
tium and other materials.

The spill continued for about
15 minutes, until a worker noticed
the leak and shut off a valve at
11:25 a.m., Tomb said. The water
was carried to the building’s base-
ment by way of floor drains, from
where it will be pumped out, de-
contaminated and stored for use in
the cleanup at the plant.

Yesterday'’s spill occurred dur-
ing a test of a new filtration sys-
tem that will be used to defuel
TMI-2. The test included pumping
water from the building’s fuel
transfer canal into a filtration de-
vice and back to the canal.

William Travers, deputy direc-
tor of the U.S. Nuclear Regulator
Commission’s TMI Program Of-

fice, said the canal currently hous-
es the highly contaminated
plenum, an assembly that was re-
moved from atop the reactor May
15. He said the water, which cov-
ers the plenum and shields work-
ers from its radiation, dropped 10
inches during the spill. But he said
the plenum remains safely covered
by about six feet of water.

The planned defueling is the
latest step in the $1 billion cleanup
of Unit 2, which was damaged in
March 1979 when the reactor
overheated, causing fuel to melt.

Karl Abraham, public affairs
director for the NRC’s Region 1,
said such spills are not uncommon
at nuclear power plants. He said
his office receives anywhere frofti
six to a dozen such reports a year
from plants in the northeastern re-
gion.

“When you have a nuclear
plant which has miles of plumbing,
there’s always something leaking'

someplace,” Abraham said. AY

He said the most recent spilt
reported in the Northeast was
the Shoreham power plant &
Long Island, N.Y., where an opera*
toNeft a vahe”open and allowed
7,000 gallons of reactor water to
escape.

Abraham said the water that
spilled yesterday “is a very small
amount whep$you consider the
hundreds of thousands or millions
of gallons of Water which are in
the average nuclear plant.”

In the other, unrelated incident
at TMI, an electrical transformer
on the ground floor of the turbine
building shorted and began smok-
ing. TMI’s fire brigade, made up of
company employees, was called
about 1:20 p.m. but the smoking
stopped when electrical power
was shut off, Tomb said.

The fire is being investigated,
and Tomb said technicians doubt
there was any damage outside of
the electrical components.
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TMI hit with another suit

By Mary Warner
Patriot-News

The number of people and
estates seeking damages in
Dauphin County Court from the
owners and designers of Three
Mile Island rose yesterday to
more than 950.

A new suit was filed on be-
half of 35 people, including nine
children, and the estates of two
people who have died since the
1*979 accident at the London-
dery Twp. nuclear plant,.

Since February, almost 600

, claims have been filed in Dau-

~ phin County Court by people
with cancer, anxiety and other
ailments — or the estates of
people who have died. More
than 350 additional claims have
been filed py the p rgnts and
spouses of those people

Their suits say the accident
caused emotional distress and
exposed people in the area to
radiation that Increased their
risk of cancer and other serious
illnesses.  t-

TMI and government scien-
tists who investigated the acci-
dent said not enough radiation
escaped to harm anyone. But
some TMI critics have raised
questions about radiation moni-
toring during the early hours of
the accidmfc|i 1

Plaintiffs, their current ad-
dresses and their injuries as de-

scribed in the latest suit are:
Henrietta B. Adams oft Middle-
town, glandular problems; nausea
and high blood pressure.
Gary E. and Miriam E. Altland of

IS TO

ZIP

Etters, she suffered anxiety. They
also sued on behalf of their children,
KimbdwJy and Melissa

Manuel S. and Elizabeth M.
Chavey of Middletown. He suffered
prostate cancer, a perforated ulcer
and anxiety. She had thyroid prob)
lems and anxiety.

Daniel A. Coleman Jr. of New
Cumberland, testicular cancer and
other tumors.

William E. and Brenda K. Deaven
of Elizabethtown, administrators of
the estate of.Jessica S. Deaven, who
died of .leukemia in October 1981
They also sued on behalf of their son,
Joshua.

Dorothy W. Dice of Everett,
Mass., who suffered breast cancer
and respiratory, heart and blood
pressure problems.

Stella D. Guyer of Hershey, anxie-
ty and high blood pressure. She also
is administrator of the estate of
James J. Guyer, who had pancreatic
cancer and died In December 1982.

Sfcott E. and Patricia A. Herrold of
Hummelstown, whose daughter Jes-
sica had multiple birth defects.

Robert Grand Barbara A. Kosko,
of Seven Valleys, suing.on behalf of
themselves and their children Lisa
and Robert Jr. No specific ailments
were listed.

Sandra L. and Lewis M. LaMarca
of Dauphin. She had hyperthyroid-
ism, fibrocystic breasts and anxiety.
He suffered anxiety.

Glehn E. and Nellie E. LSughman
of York,Haven. Both suffered anxie-
ty". I

Gregg A. Laughman of Mount
Wolf, aggravation of a diabetic con-
dition and chronic respiratory prob-
lems.

Carl E. and Sandra J. Oross of
York Haven. Both suffered chronic
respiratory problems, and she also
suffered hyperventiliation and ar-
thritic problems In addition, their
children, Jennifer, Jason and Eric,
suffered chronic respiratory prob-
lems and otherailments.

Elizabeth R. Rudy of Elizabeth-
town, high blood pressure, stroke,
skin growths, chronic nausea and
coughing spells.

GeoTge H. and Ruth A. Somerville
of Mechanicsburg She suffered,
ovarian cancer and he suffered anxi-

et
-yJaMes E. and Janet M. Thomas of
York. He suffered skin cancer.
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Studies link TMI-related stress, immunity impairments

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — New stud-
ies linking people s moods with
their body's disease-fighting abili-
ty have found impairment of the
immune system among stressed
neighbors of the Three Mile Island
nuclear power plant and depressed
herpes patients.

The findings, presented yester-
day at the American Psychological
Association’s annual meeting,
show “"stress of different sorts
does seem to have an influence on
immune function.” said Frances
Cohen, a University of California
at San Francisco psychologist.

Onr~tudy compared stress and
immune system functioning

among Middletown. Pa., residents
who live within sight of Three
Mile Island in Londonderry Twp..
where one nuclear reactor was
damaged during a 1979 accident,
and residents of Frederick. Md..
which is 20 miles from the nearest
power plant.

It found the Middletown resi-
dents reported feeling considera-
bly more stress and helplessness
because of fear of another mishap
at TMLI. said Marc Schaeffer, a psy-
chologist at the Uniformed Ser-
vices University of the Health Sci-
ences in Bethesda. Md.

Urine and blood tests showed
neighbors of TMI also had increas-
es in stress-related hormones and
reductions in various disease-

State finds
no TMI-tied
cancer rise

By David Morris

Patriot-News

State Health Department offi-
cials announced yesterday there is
no evidence the 1979 nuclear acci-
dent at Three Mile Island caused
an increase in cancer cases, but
they conceded time could change
the assessment.

The findings, contained in a
long-awaited study, show the
number of cancer cases was about
10 percent higher than statistically
expected in the communities clos-
est to the Londonderry Twp. plant,
while the number of cancer deaths
in both a 10- and 20-mile radius of
TMI was lower than expected for
similar populations.

The difference in cancer cases
is not large enough to be statisti-
cally significant, according to the
study directed by George K. To-
kuhata, director of epidemiology
research at the Health Depart-
ment.

"The essence of the situation is
this — we have not found any in-
crease in the incidence of cancer
within a 20-mile radius of TMI,”
Secretary of Health Dr. H. Arnold
Muller said at a Capitol news con-
ference.

But “the fact that we have not
found an increase does not prove
that something may not be in the

Sec CANCER —Page A2
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offing later on.” he added, noting
that most cancers take more than
five years to develop.

The study, which was released
the same day that operators of the
nuclear plant asked a federal
appeals court to dissolve a stay and
allow restart of the undamaged
Unit | reactor, was criticized by-
foes of TMI.

According to the report. 133
new cancer cases were identified
in Fairview and Newberry town-
ships and York Haven and Golds-
boro __ the four closest communi-
ties downwind of the crippled Unit
2 reactor — between July 1982
and June 1984.

The study showed that 121.4
new cancer cases could be expect-
ed in any population that size. The
increase of about 12 cases is nearly
10 percent, but Muller said the
new cases cannot be linked to the
accident.

"While Newberry Twp.
appeared to have 10 more cases
than might have been expected,
virtually all of the discrepancy —
nine of the 10 — involved non-
radiogenic cancers or those not
generally associated with radia-
tion.” Muller said.

He called the report “the first
scientific analysis of cancer among
those living within a 20-mile ra-
dius of the plant.”

Doug Bedell, spokesman for
GPU Nuclear, operator of the
plant, said the company has relied
on impartial scientific studies that
showed no ill effects resulted from

Dr. Muller, hft; Dr. Tokuhoto

Inside:

= TMI opponents aren't
buying conclusions of
health study — A2

= GPU Nuclear Corp,
asks federal court to
lift restart stay — A2

the accident. “Now the state of
Pennsylvania has reaffirmed those
impartial scientific studies.” he
said.

Gov. Dick Thornburgh, who is
trying to delay the restart through
legal maneuvers, finds the conclu-
sions “comforting.” according to
spokesman Roland Page.

In a 10-mile radius of the plant,
the department identified 2,892
cancer deaths since 1979, while
2.909 would have been expected in
any similar population. In a 20-
mile radius, 7.924 cancer deaths
were recorded while 8.177 statisti-
cally would be expected

The department’s study count-
ered a survey by Norman and Mar-
jorie Aamodt. a former Lancaster-
area couple who identified a big
increase in cancer deaths and said
they were linked to the accident.
Muller called that report “biased"
and said it had no scientific basis.

"Because of the complexity of
cancer's origin, one must not draw
quick conclusions about cause-
and-effect relationships,” he said.

He added that “with or with-
out TML" an increase in cancer
deaths should have been expected
in the area because:

— The population is increas-
ing

— More cases are being identi-
fied because of improved reporting
methods

— Doctors are using new tech-
nologies to find cancers that previ-
ously went undetected

— Residents are living longer,
and older people are more suscep-
tible to career

fighting cells in their immune sys-
tem. Schaeffer said. They also re-
ported catching colds more often
than the Frederick residents, he
added

However, because only 16 peo-
ple were involved in that part of
the study, he cautioned that the
results are not definitive.

Another study, of 36 people
with herpes, found that those who
were more depressed had greater
reductions in certain disease-fight-
ing blood cells and more frequent
recurrences of genital herpes
sores, psychologist Margaret
Kemeny said.

While herpes patients might be
depressed because of the disease.
Kemeny said her findings showed

recurrences of herpes occurred af-
ter immune system impairment
linked to depression, suggesting
depression triggered the sores.

The study found no increase in
recurrent herpes outbreaks among
people who felt more stress, al-
though herpes patients commonly
believe stress prompts their out-
breaks.

The results suggest stress and
depression can affect the immune
system in different ways, said
Kemeny. who conducted the study
at UCSF before moving to the fac-
ulty of the University of California
at Los Angeles

A third study, which involved
40 first-year medical students in
Ohio, found impairment of their

TMI reviewing
respirator rules

Procedures for issuing respira-
tors to Three Mile Island unit 2
employees will be strengthened af-
ter plant operator GPU Nuclear
Corp, learned that some respira-
tors may have been issued without
a current inspection, the company
said Friday.

The respirators protect workers
from inhaling or swallowing air-
borne radioactive particles in ra-
diological areas of the unit 2
reactor, which was damaged in
the March 1979 accident.

Under TMI procedures, the res-
pirators are to be inspected once a
month as a precaution for cleanli-
ness and wear and are marked
with a sticker showing that the
inspection was done.

In August, it was teamed that
some respirators may have gone
for more than a month wihtout an
inspection.

A review by GPU Nuclear indi-
cated that 17 such respirators had
been used during the month. The
longest that any may have exceed-
ed the monthly inspection date
was 20 days.

Inspections of more than half
of the 17 respirators show them to
be in good condition. All indica-
tions are that the respirators func-
tioned properly and that there
were no worker exposures.

GPU Nuclear is continuing to
inspect the remaining respirators
and is making a precautionary
check of the workers involved for
internal deposition of radioactive
materials, a spokesman said.

|-ffhe Patriot. Itirmhwt h,, TtrsSn Sept. 5. lift

GPU pledges‘continued* candor

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — GPU Nu-
clear Corp, acted to reaffirm yes-
terday what it called a "long-
standing commitment to open and
candid communications” with the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
and the public.

The company released a letter
on its policy from GPU Nuclear
President Philip R. Clark to the
NRC after a congressman released
training course material in which
17 engineers from GPU Nuclear's
Oyster Creek nuclear plant were
coached in November 1983 on
ways to “get by" NRC inspectors.

The consulting firm running
the two-day aeminar, General
Physics Corp, of Columbia. Md.,
said it has since eliminated the ob-
jectionable material from the
course on “containment system
leakage testing."

Employees from the other GPU

Nuclear-run nuclear plant. Three
Mile Island Unit | in Londonderry
Twp.. were not involved.

. GPU Nuclear is especially sen-
sitive to potential improprieties in-
volving the NRC regulation, since
the company that preceded it in
operating TMI Unit | was convict-
ed of falsifying leak rate tests at
TMI Unit 2 in February 1984.

In addition, intervenors in the
TMI Unit | restart case have
accused GPU Nuclear officials of
withholding information from the
NRC in several instances, but NRC
investigators say they have found
no intentional or improper conduct
by the utility.

Clark told the NRC that GPU
Nuclear corporate policy directs
employees to:

.. continue to provide full
and accurate information in a
timely manner on GPUN activities
and operations "

immune systems and frequency of
illness increased as stress in-
creased just before academic ex-
ams.
But Ohio State University psy-
chologist Janice Kiecolt-Glaser
also reported that such impair-
ment was not a- great among stu-
dents who said they had a greater
sense of control over stressful
events

She said that shows that the
influence «f mood on the immune
.system and disease can be
moderated by an individual's abili-
ty to cope with stress.

In each of the studies, re-
searchers measured stress, depres-
sion or other moods using standard
psychological questionnaires

Blood tests were used to measure
impairment of various disease-
fighting immune cells

In June, the New England
Journal of Medicine published a
study showing that a positive men-
tal attitude didn't allect the sur-
vival of gravely ill cancer patients
An accompanying editorial pro-
claimed: "Our belief in disease as a
direct reflection of mental state is
largely folklore "

The psychologists who partici-
pated in yesterday’s session
disputed (hat conclusion

"l don't think anyone here
wants to say psychological factors
cause disease in anti of them-
selves,” said University of Denver
psychologist Mark l.audensiager

TMI foes skeptical
of cancer findings

By Jerry Dubs

Patriot-News

Opponents of Three Mile Is-
land aren't buying the slate De-
partment of Health s conclusion
that the 1979 accident at the nucle-
ar plant did not cause any cancer
problems in the area

"They ve misinterpreted the
data in an attempt to hoodwink the
public." Marjorie Aamodt said of
the report released yesterday.

Aamodt and her husband, for-
merly of the Lancaster area, are
authors of a study that concluded
there was a sevenfold increase in
cancer deaths in some areas
around the Londonderry Twp. nu-
clear plant after the accident

The state report concluded that
the Aamodts' study was "biased”
and “contrary to scientific find-
ings.” Dr. H. Arnold Muller, secre-
tary of the Health Department,
said the Aamodt study was “not
valid.”

However, Aamodt said the in-
formation-in her study was veri-
fied by the TMI Public Health
Fund in January. The fund has
commissioned researchers from
Columbia University for a
5242.033 studv of health issues
and TMI.

While the Health Department
report did not lay to rest questions
about cancer and TMI. it did con-
firm suspicions held by some nu-
clear activists.

“From the calls that have come
in, a tot of people say they do not
trust the state reports and stud-
ies." said Kay Pickering of TMI
Alert.

She said the numbers from the
ameer registry used by the Health
Department to determine there
were only a dozen more cancer
cases in the area than would have
been expected may have been in-

complete

“Many individuals feel that
they are not listed on the registry
Doctors have told them that they
would not list them and others
have gone out of slate for treat-
ment." she said.

Pickering was not alone in her
skepticism

“I really don't have much faith
in the findings. Figures can be ma-
nipulated.” said Mary Osborn,
who joined with four other women
to picket Gov. Dick Thornburgh’s
residence last month in an effort to
gel lhe Health Department study
released

"One doctor we talked to had
11 leukemia patients in the area;
[the report] shows only two."” Os-
born said.

Joyce Corradi. who also pick-
eted the Governor's Mansion, said
she was glad the report finally was
released, but she questioned
whether the information used to
reach conclusions in the study was
accurate

“I was told that | don’t live in
the five-mile radius [of the plant]. |
know I'm in the five-mile radius,"
she said "I don't trust Dr. Tokuha-
ta. period.”

Dr George K Tokuhata. direc-
tor of the Health Department s Di-
vision of Epidemiology, directed
the study

The report, which state offi-
cials said would be ready in June,
was delayed because it was being
rewritten in layman's terms and
because the conclusions were
being verified by other experts, of-
ficials said.

“| think that many of us don't
believe that's the reason it took so
tong. | believe a tot went on behind
the scenes. This has international
significance. It has a tot of ramifi-
cations for court cases." Pickering
said

GPU asks U.S. court
to lift stay on restart

By Mick Rood
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — GPU Nu-
clear Corp asked a federal court
yesterday to lift a stay on the com-
pany's restart of the Three Mile
Island Unit | reactor.

Contending the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission had “properly
ordered” renewed operation on
May 29. the utility told lhe court
that customers and shareholders of
the parent General Public Utilities
Corp, are bearing "enormous cost"
while the plant is shut.

GPU Nuclear spokesman Doug
Bede!! said customers are losing
S80 million a year in rate savings
attributable to Unit | operations
and common stockholders are los-
ing another S60 million in earn-
ings
A 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals panel ruled 2-1 last month
that the NRC on May 29 had cor-
rectly ordered restart of the Lon-
donderry Twp. nuclear plant.

But just minutes before GPU
Nuclear was lo receive the go-
ahead from the NRC to start the
plant Aug 29. Judge Collins J.
Seitz continued the stay on restart
to give in’ervenors two weeks lo

appeal the panel's decision to the
full nine-judge court.

In the first of those appeals.
Three Mile Island Alert will tell
the court today that the panel
misconstrued |he legal issues in
question. TMIA attorney Lynne
Bemabei said yesterday

The Union of Concerned Scien-
tists and Norman and Marjorie
Aamodt. formerly of the Lancaster
area, are expected lo file appeals
next week. Roland Page, a spokes-
man for Gov. Dick Thornburgh,
said the slate, which also is a party
to the restart case, had not decided
yet whether to file an appeal

The intervenors contend that
more safety hearings arc needed
before restart

TMIA claims the many restart
conditions ihe NRC would put on
GPU Nuclear — if it is allowed to
stan up Unit | for the first lime in
6 | % years — are amendments to
its operating license

Among other issues. TMIA
again will point out hearings were
not held on the 1978-79 falsifica-
tion of water leak rates at TMI-
Unit 2, ever though the NRC has
agreed concerns raised by the leak
rale rigging are material to GPU
Nuclear's fithess to hold a license.
Bernabei *a;d



State, N-protesters
seek restart hearings

By David Morris
and Mick Rood
Patriot-News

Lawyers for the common-
wealth and an anti-nuclear group
yesterday asked the full 3rd U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals to order
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion to hold hearings before allow-
ing the restart of Three Mile Is-
land’s Unit | reactor.

The latest appeals stem from
an Aug. 27 decision by a three-
judge panel, which ruled 2-1 that
the NRC's restart order on May 29
was proper. The court two days
later granted an emergency stay to
give intervenors time to appeal the
ruling to the full court.

“Before TMI-1 restarts, the cit-
izens of the Commonwealth must
have adequate assurance that the
licensee's management can safely
operate the plant,” said the brief
filed on behalf of Gov. Dick Thorn-
burgh.

“After six years of investiga-
tion, it is Impossible to explain
why the NRC has not held hear-
ings on two key issues of manage-
rial capability of the TMI-1 opera-
tor." the brief notes. "These issues
can not be dismissed by merely as-
serting that the present manage-
ment of TMI-1 is different, that the
issues are not significant public
safety issues, or that the Commis-
sion can proceed as it chooses be-
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cause this in an enforcement pro-
ceeding. The facts do not support
these assertions."

The Union of Concerned Scien-
tists, in its appeal, contended the

-gfre yotriot WwiHfcn-Mt 1

Electrical fire leaves TMI-1

From staff and wire reports

The owners of Three Mile Is-
land will investigate the cause of
an electrical (ire Saturday morn-
ing that left Unit | inoperable for
at least the next few days, accord-
ing fo reports.

The smoldering fire was dis-
covered at 3:58 a m. Saturday, and
damaged electrical swttches uaed
to operate nuclear reactor control
rods, according to Doug Bedell, a
spokesman for the plant's opera-
tor. GPU Nuclear Corp.

Bedell said plant operators
used an extinguisher to put out the

alarm. He said no injuries were
suffered during the fire, which
presented no hazard to workers

The reactor Itself was not dam-
aged. and an emergency was not
declared Bedell said workers
were at the plant yesterday to de-
vise a plan to investigate the fire.
He said company officials hoped to
begin searching for the cause to-
day

Unit | was not damaged during
the March 1979, nuclear accident
at Three Mile Island's Unit 2 reac-
tor. Although the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission has authorized

down pending the outcome of
appeals filed tn the 3rd U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in Philadelphia
Bedell said the fire started in
switches located In the plant's re-
lay room, below the control room.
The switches are part of an electri-
cal system for control-rod drive
mechanisms — devices that regu-
late the movement of control rods
inside the plant’s nuclear reactor.

At the time of the fire. Bedell
said, the plant was on “hot stand-
by." meaning Unit | was healed to
operating temperatures, but the
reactor Itself was not ruhning

Inoperable

electrical switches after the*fire,
plant operators Inserted into the
reactor core four groups of control
rods that were in a withdrawn po-
sition. Bedell said. There are eight
groups of control rods, all of
which are now inserted, he said

"If the reactor had been run-
ning. it would have shut down dur-
ing the fire,” Bedell said. It would
have remained shut down until the
cause of the fire was located and
corrected, he added.

Bedell said he didn't know how

long repairs would take, but said
he didn’t think thev would be cost-

155 restart conditions the NRC im-
posed on TMI operator, GPU Nu-
clear Corp., constitute amend-
ments of Its operating license.
Federal law requires public hear-
ings on nuclear plant license
amendments, the group said

At issue are whether the NRC
should hold hearings to determine
if any current Unit | manager or
operator was responsible for "the
intentional and systematic falsifi-
cation" of leak-rate tests for Unit 2
or was involved in withholding in-
formation about the March 1979
accident that crippled the reactor.

The NRC determined that addi-
tional hearings were not neces-
sary. The court’'s “great defer-
ence" to the NRC is unwarranted,
state lawyers claimed in their fil-
ing.
9 The lawyers wrote: "Public
confidence in the safety of nuclear
power production may be severely
damaged, even more than by the
TMI accident itself, if the out-
standing issues of management
competence and integrity are not
resolved openly and on the basis of
evidence in the record. The case of
Three Mile Island . .. is a funda-
mental test of the nuclear regula-
tory process "

Recora

fire after they were alerted by an

UCS lawyer Ellyn R. Weiss ar-
gued that the NRC decision, if left
to stand, "would allow federal
agencies to hold the due process
rights of those whom they regu-
late and those whose lives and
property are affected by their ac-
tion hostage to the semantic cir-
cumlocution of creative drafters "

It is not clear when the court
will address points raised in the
briefs. But Douglas Bedell, spokes-
man for GPU Nuclear, which last
week asked the court to lift its stay
on restart, said each day restart is
delayed is costly to the utility's
customers and stockholders

For every week that the un-
damaged reactor remains idle, hr
said. GPU customers have to pay
an extra S| * million for replace-
ment power and other costs, while
investors lost- about SI njillion in
potential earnings.

Probe: TMI-2 leak
tests often altered

By MICHAEL ARGENTO
Daily Record naff wruer

Operators at Three

Mile

Island's unit 2 reactor frequently

manipulated tests to determine
leakage from the reactor's coolant
system and routinely discarded
test results that didn’t conform
with federal standards.

But it turned oul the tests were
defective and the actual leakage
rarely exceeded standards set by
the Nuclear Regulatory
Cbmmission.

Those are among the conclu-
sions of a report issued Tuesday
that resulted from an independent
investigation of allegations of fal-
' sification of leak tess at unit 2.

The investigation was commis-
sioned by TMI operator GPU Nu-
clear Corp.

The falsification and discarding
of test results occurred between
March 1978, when unit 2 began
operating, until the March 1979
accident. The tests did not con-
tribute <o the accident.

“It is clear that this practice
was carried over from TMI-1
where it had been established in
September 1974," the report said.

At unit 1, which was undam-
aged tn the March 1979 accident
at unit 2. the investigation showed
operators failed to document and
discarded a small percentage of
the leak test results.

TMI

Continuedfrom 1A

Leak rate testing is a procedure
to detect leakage of radioactive
water from a nuclear reactor’s
coolant system into the reactor
containment building.

The testing at TMI has been the
subject of prior investigations by
the NRC staff, the NRC Office of
Investigations, the U S Depart-
ment of Justice and GPU.

Stier’s report confirms the re-
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Met-Ed deserves S19.9

Metropolitan Edison Co is entitled to
SI19.9 million of a requested $47.3 million
annual rate increase. a state Public Utility
Commission administrative law judge
says.

Judge llerliert S (‘ohen’s reiommen-
dation. issued xestrrdav. includes disal-
lowing i riquest<d S’l million in dcprei la-
tion expensi - Ini' tin- uiidaiiuiged Unit |
nuclear trai tor >i | bn a Mile Island

Thai ruling, sided with arguments bt
the PI c si.ifi ,md tli<- stair office of Con-
sumer Advocate. both of which claimed
that Mri-1 d should not hr able to recover
depreciation expenses while the unit is
out of ser\i<r.

Attontays for Oov. Dick
Thornburgh asked a federal
appeals court Tuesday to or-
der the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission to held more
hearings before Three Mile
Islands undamaged unit !
reactor can resume opera-
tion. 1A.

Furthermore, operators at unit
I made additional efforts to mea-
sure leakage.

But at unit 2. operators discard-
ed the tests about 50 percent of
the time, the report said. And they
did not conduct further evalua-
tions co determine actual leakage.

Operators at unit 2 saw the test
as an *‘adminiitrative
requirement” and did net use the
lest to measure actual leakage, the
report said

The falsification of tests led to
criminal charges against former
plant operator Metropolitan Edi-
son Co.

A federal grand jury indicted
Met-Ed in 1983 on charges of

suits of the other investigations.
His findings include:

The test was defective. Due
in large part to errors in the com-
puter program and faulty instru-
mentation. it was unable to
accurately measure the leakage in
the plant.

The operations staff at unit
2 did not believe the validity of the
lest. They viewed the leak rate test
as unreliable and not necessary
for safe operation of the reactor.

Operators manipulated data
and relied on poor data.

falsifying data from the leak rate
tests conducted before the unit 2
accident.

In early 1984, the company
pleaded guilty to one charge in the
indictment and no contest to the
others.

li marked the first time a utility
had been convicted on criminal
charges.

Following the indictment and
guilty plea. GPU Nuclear com-
missioned Edwin H. Stier, a New-
ark, NJ., attorney and former
director of the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Criminal Justice, to con-
duct an independent
investigation.

GPU Nuclear .
million for the investigation, said
company spokeswoman Lisa
Robinson.

Stier’s 15-month investigation
began in July 1984 and involved
extensive technical analyses of
more than 200 tests and interviews
of more than 60 people.

““This has been a major
investigation." said Philip R.
Clark, president and chief execu-
tive officer of GPU Nuclear.
"Completing it and making the
findings public fulfill the
company’s commitment that the
facts would be fully developed
and made known."

uJ Operators discarded test re-
sults that showed leakage that
exceeded federal standards about
50 percent of the time.

Stier’s investigation also devel-

oped more detailed information
about the leak rate tests.
including:

[ Actual leakage infrequently
exceeded limits. The detailed tech-
nical analysis of records showed
that periods during which actual
leakage was above federal stan-

restart, the unit remains shut

As part of de-energizing the ly-
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NRC says
it won’t
probe fire

Investigation slated
by GPI Xuclear,

TMI torches
23 wpof plants

Associated Press

Officials at the Three Mile Is-
land nuclear plant had to deal yes-
terday with a different kind of
plant. Security guards burned 23
marijuanaplants spotted last week
inl WgOdS at the south end of the
island.

TMI security officials watched
the plants since last Tuesday,
when they were discovered, until
Saturday. No one attempted to re-
trieve them during the surveil-
lance, TMI spokesman Douglas
Bedell said.

Although both gates to the is-
land are guarded, the woods are
not within the fenced perimeter of
the nuclear station and they can be
reached by the public by boat or by
wading across the river, Bedell
said.

“We simply don’t know how
they got there,” he said. “To the
extent we can do more investigat-
ing, we will."

Bedell said TMI has a strict pol-

icy that anyone caught bringing
drugs into the plant will be fired.
He said a contractor’s employee in
1980 and two. temporary clerical

dards infrequent and of limited
duration.

* O The inaccuracy of ihe test
was not reported to management
so corrective action could be tak
en. That is a requirement of the
NRC and the company’s own pol-
icies, but was not done.

The NRC staff, which has also
been investigating unit 2 leak rate
allegations, has received the re-
port from Stier. Stier has also
made available to the NRC staff
testimony he developed during the
investigation.

employees last year were fired for

possessing marijuana.

Work finished
on switches
at TMI Unit 1

Repairs have been completed
to electrical switches damaged in a
smoldering
Three Mile
reactor in Londonderry Twp

A spokesman for GPU Nuclear
Corp, said the repairs were fin-
ished Wednesday

Testing showed the fire was
caused by a faulty electrical relay
switch in a system that regulates
the control rod drive mechanisms
The switches are in the plant s re-
lay room, below the control room.

Saturday’s fire was extin-
guished by plant personnel using a
fire extinguisher.

The Unit | reactor remains in
hot standby condition, meaning it
is heated to operating temperature |
but not running. The switches op-
erate control rods used to regulate
nuclear reactions under normal
plant operation.

Unit | was not damaged In the
1979 accident that damaged its
twin reactor The Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission has granted GPU
permission to restart Unit I, but
the reactor has remained Idle
pending appeals of the restart or-
der to the U.S. 3rd Circuit Court In
Philadelphia

Cohen™ recommendation also in-
cludes a cut of $7.4 million from Mel-Ed’s
request for about SI'5 million more a year
to operate and maintain two coal-fired
generating stations

PUC officials said they could not im-
mediately determine what effect Cohen's
decision would have on an average cus-
tomer’s rates.

Under Met-Ed's original request, an
average customer using >00 kilowatt-
hours of electricity a month would see his
monthly hill rise from S45.81 to $51.69 —
an increase of nearly 13 percent

Cohen’s recommendations would al-
low Mel-Ed about 42 percent of the
amount it seeks.

If (hat same percentage decrease is ap-
plied to an average monthly bill, an aver-

million rate boost, PEC judge says

age customer would (ace a boost of about
S-.47 a month — or about 5 percent

However, those figures are unofficial
and may vary depending on how Cohen’s
adjustments affect different classes of
customers.

Met-Ed filed for Che rate increase in
January, claiming the extra revenue was
needed to meet increasing operating ex-
penses and to improve the efficiency of its
Titus and Portland coal-fired generating
stations

Another $9 million of the request in-
volved the plan to claim'depreciation ex-
penses lor TMI-1.

The recommendation now goes to the
PUC for consideration and a final vote

The commission tentatively plans to
discuss the case at its Oct 3 and 10 meet-

ings and to lake action Oct. 24

The current rate case excludes costs
associated with TMI-1, which has been
idle since the March 1979 accident at
T™I-2.

The return of TMI-1 automatically
would trigger rate adjustments that al-
ready have been approved

TMI-1 would increase base rates by
$2*1.7 million but decrease Met-Ed's ener-
gy cost rates by $WI 4 million That dual
adjustment would result in a net reduction
of $*0.7 million

in a related ruling that will have no
effect on customers rates. Cohen also
yesterday recommended approval of Met-
Ed's request for an accounting move that
would transfer an extra $8.3 million to the

cleanup al TMI-2

That money, already being collected in
the company’s base-rate charges, had
been earmarked toward paying off the in-
vestment in TMI-2.

Cohen also issued a recommendation
yesterday in the rate-hike request of Met-
Ed s sister company, Pennsylvania Elec-
tric Co

Penelec is seeking a $55.3 million In-
crease. but Cohen is recommending a
$42.2 million rise

Met-| d and Penelec are subsidiaries of
General Public Utilities Corp, of Parsippa-
nv. N.J

Met-Ed serves 380,000 customers in
14 eastern and central counties, while
Penelec serves 537,700 customers in 31
northern, western and central counties
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NRC member says TMI-1 restart

By Michael Sullivan
Patriot-News

MILLERSVILLE — Nuclear
Regulatory Commission member
James Asselstine last night called
the federal court decision that
clears the way for restart of the
Unit 1 reactor at Three Mile Island
~disappointment.

1 Asselstine, the only member of
the NRC to vote against the restart
of Unit 1 on May 29, spoke to
about 100 Millersville University
students and members of
Susquehanna Valley Alliance, an
anti-restart citizens’ group.

His talk came several hours af-
ter the U.S. 3rd Circuit Court of
Appeals in Philadelphia had

especially harsh blow to restart
opponents. She said the group’s
top priority now will be to ask the

i U.S. Supreme Court for an exten-
sion of a stay that blocked restart
pending the appeals.

“The support hasn't dwin-
dled,” Pickering said. “In fact, as
an organization we have raised

in the past year than

e state appeal the re-
start decision to the Supreme
Court.

The group also will hold a dem-
onstration vigil Wednesday at 3:30
p.m. on Route 441, just north of
the Three Mile Island gates in Lon-
donderry Twp. The vigil is
planned 30 minutes before the
court order that blocked restart is
to be lifted.

Asselstine, in his hourlong
talk, said the NRC's inability to ad-
dress serious issues has resulted in
an erosion of public trust in both
the commission and the nuclear in-
dustry.

“Tonight may not be the best
night for anyone from the NRC to
be in this area,” he said. “The NRC
has viewed the public as the ene-
my. There is real resentment and
hostility toward public involve-
ment in its decision-making.”

He called the NRC’s handling
of the TMI restart case “really a
tragedy. It needs to achieve a solu-
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restart decision filed by the state
and citizens’ groups, who contend-
ed that more safety hearings are
needed.

“Obviously | am disappoint-
ed,” Asselstine said. “I had hoped
the full panel would take a look at
the case to determine if more hear-
ings were needed on safety is-
sues.”

He called the NRC authoriza-
tion to restart the nuclear power
plant unit “the single biggest fail-
ure of the agency.”

Asselstine was given a hero’s
welcome by restart opponents in
the audience, who presented him
with flowers and a basket of fruit.

Kay Pickering, spokeswoman
for the alliance, said the 10-2 vote
by the full circuit court was an

ever before.”

She said alliance volunteers
continue to receive phone calls
from area residents opposing Te-
start.

The anti-restart group plans
several localactivities in a show of
opposition. Among them are can-
vassing to ask residents to call
Gov. Dick 's office and

that is ffi? ~pew>r'
who live around the plant.”

The review by the NRC failed
to address key issues involving
management competence and in-
tegrity, Asselstine said.

Opponents of a Unit 1 restart,
including Gov. Thornburgh, testi-
fied before the NRC on manage-
ment integrity issues. Bat their
statements were made during a
meeting, not a hearing, Asselstine
said.

“l think the commissioners lis-
tened to what was said, but that
kind of opportunity doesn’t substi-
tute for a hearing," he said.

Asselstine said a majority of
the commissioners view GPU Nu-
clear Corp., operators of TMI. as a
“whole new organization” and
that management integrity is not
an issue in the restart.

If the Supreme Court does not
block restart, Asselstine said his
role will be to “assure for my part
that it is done safely.”

TMI-hearing denial casts fate
of restart into Supreme Court

Norman and Marjone Aamodt of

disappointing

Justice

orders

stay extension

on TMI

By Mick Rood

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — US. Su-
preme Court Justice William J.
Brennan Jr. yesterday extended
until at least Friday a stay on re-
start of the undamaged Unit |
reactor at Three Mile Island.

Brennan asked for comments
by noon Friday from GPU Nuclear
Corp., operator of TMI, and .the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

which oriteodTestart May 29.

GPU Nuclear had stood ready
to begin a gradual, three-month
start-up process of Unit | begin-
ning at 4 p.m. today when the stay
granted by the 3rd U3. Court of
Appeals would have expired. The
NRC had prepared detailed restart
conditions for the Londonderry
Twp. plant.

Final judgment on the 67-
year-old caae could take weeks or
months. Brennan's options Include.

— Dismissing the only restart
appeal in the Unit | case, filed yes-
terday by anti-nuclear group
Three Mile Island Alert, and allow
renewed operation

— Ruling on his own that the
stay should continue until the full
court decides whether to bear an
xppeal on the merits of the case

— Referring further review of
the case to the full court.

Brennan is assigned to hear
appeals of decisions by the circuit
court, which refused last Thursday
by a 10-2 vote to review the NRC
restart order. A three-judge panel
had ruled 2-1 on Aug. 27 that the
NRC's order was proper. Judge
Ariin M. Adams dissented.

Brennan yesterday ruled with-
in five hours of TMIA's appeal. Be-
fore the ruling. TMIA's attorney.
Joanne Doroshow, acknowledged
the appeal might have been her
last filing in behalf of the citizens'
group.

“There have been no decisions
in our favor ft's a tong shot.” she
said of the legal struggle that be-
gan when the NRC kept Unit |
shut down after the Unit 2 acci-
dentin March 1979 at TMI.

As of last night. TMIA was the
only one of four intervenors to file
an appeal.
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Adams' dissent. TMIA has ar-
-fued that some of the more
than 155 conditions the NRC
has placed on the TM1-U”it |
operating license actually are
license amendments that re-
quire a public hearing under
the Atomic Energy Act

Adams said both GPU Nu-
clear and the NRC staff had at
one time referred to the restart
conditions as amendments to a
license the commission had
formallv suspended in August
1979.

‘The purpose of [the Atom-
ic Energy Act] is to provide a
public hearing upon request
whenever the scope of a nucle-
ar reactor's authority is altered

restart

Inside:

< Browns Ferry plant
won't produce power
until April '86 — A14
= Louisiana nuclear
plant goes into
operation — Al4

The commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania had planned a TMI-relat-
ed announcement yesterday, bjfl
Gov. Dick Thornburgh canceled fb
stale attorneys could study Bra-
nan's action

The Union of Concerned Scien-
tists had not decided by last night
whether it would file a costly ap-
peal to the nation's highest codrt.

Norman and Marjorie Aaidbdt.
formerly of Coatesville, Pa_ tkhp
haye recently moved to New YXw%
were expected to appeal. Theif at-
torney, Alan Kanner of PhihkNQ-
phla, was not available for cqitb
ment.

In its petition to the Suprenbe
Court, TMIA leaned heavily aw
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UCS in prior appeals, concen-
trated on the need for hearings
on systematic falsification of
coolant leak-rate reports to the
NRC in 1978-79 by Metropoli-
tan Edison Co. personnel. Met-
Ed was convicted of criminal
misconduct for the offenses,
and individuals still are being
investigated by the NRC.

The NRC has contended
that Met-Ed's successor, GPU
Nuclear, has changed safety
procedures and agreed to bar
from Unit | sensitive positions
the employees implicated in
the Unit 2 leak-rate rigging.
The commission based its clean
bill of health on investigations
by the NRC Office of Investi-
gations and on statements
made by former US. Attorney

By Mick Rood

Washington Bureau

| WASHINGTON — The full
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals yes-
terday denied opponents of the
Three Mile Island Unit | restart a
rehearing and said that unless the
U.S. Supreme Court acts on ex-
pected appeals, the plant could
mtart up at 4 p.m. Wednesday.

A three-judge panel of the cir-
cuit court had ruled in a 2-1 deci-
sion on Aug. 27 that further safety
hearings sought by Pennsylvania
and anti-nuclear groups were un-
necessary. By refusing a rehear-
ing. the full court in Philadelphia
affirmed that decision, leaving the
U.S. Supreme Court as the last le-
gal recourse in the case

Three Mile Island Alert- a TMI-
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ing out various restart require-
ments.

< The NRC came within minutes
of issuing the letter Aug. 29 when
the circuit court continued a stay
on restart so the appeals denied
yesterday could be filed.

TMI Unit | has not operated
since February 1979. when it was
shut down for refueling and main-
tenance. By order of the NRC. the
plant remained shut down for im-
provements after the TMI Unit 2
nuclear accident in March 1979.

Restart opponents contend the
NRC never held public hearings on
some important management in-
tegrity issues, primarily the 1978-

area citizens' group, plans to ap-
peal to the high court, attorney
Joanne Doroshow said yesterday
afternoon. The state is expected to
do the same, but a spokesman for
the governor said only that state
attorneys are reviewing the case.

“We're disappointed, but we
will go to the Supreme Court and
hope the governor will too. This is
not over yet." Doroshow said.

The U.S. Supreme Court asso-
ciate justice assigned to hear 3rd
Circuit Court appeals is William J.
Brennan, a member of the liberal
wing of the court who may be
sympathetic to the issues of citi-
zens' redress raised in the TMI
proceedings.

But attorneys for the inter-
venors, which also include the Un-
ion of Concerned Scientists and

79 water leak-rate falsifications at
Unit 2. Public hearings are re-
quired when operating license
amendments are involved, oppo-
nents have said.

The NRC and GPU Nuclear
contend that the NRC properly re-
lied on its own investigations and
other “extra record" information
to reach conclusions on the leak-
rate manipulation and other issues
without holding hearings.

Citing the lengthy TMI restart
proceedings, in which many other
management safety issues were
examined at length during public
hearings, the three-judge circuit
court panel said the NRC had been
within its discretion to order re-
start last May 29.

Coatesville. Pi. were not specu-
lating on their chances

Spokesmen for GPU Nuclear
Corp, said the Londonderry Twp
nuclear power plant will remain in
“hot standby” status until
Wed_nesdax sHemoon, when.
barring Supreme Court interven-
tion, GPU will begin a "deliberate,
gradual power ascension” process.

“We are pleased with the deci-
sion and the court's prompt ac-
tion." a GPU spokesman said.

Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion spokesman Joseph Fouchard
said the commission also is
"pleased with the court's action”
and is ready to issue a letter next
Wednesday to GPU Nuclear spell-
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by granting, suspending, re-
voking. or amending of any li-
cense.’ " Adams argued.

TMIA. as had the state and

Stav against restart to be lifted

_____ P

(Thr Patriot, Hyrtrtwt

David Dart Queen, who ab-
solved some remaining utility
executives of involvement in
leak-rate falsification
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TMI foes ask governor’s help

United Press International

A group of women opposed to
the restart of Three Mile Island's
undamaged nuclear reactor picket-
ed the Capitol yesterday, then
marched to Gov. Dick Thorn-
burgh s office to make an 1lth-
hour plea for help.

“We re counting on the gover-
nor. We've got all our eggs in his
basket." Paula Kinney told Thorn-
burgh's press secretary. David
Runkel, who met the group in the
governor’s reception room.

"Whatever it takes, he owes it
to us ... not to let that plant start
till all the issues have been re-
solved." said Kinney of Middle-
town. TMI is located in nearby
Londonderry Twp.

Thornburgh's office said no de-
cision had been made whether to
appeal to the Supreme Court a rul-
ing last week by the 3rd U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, which or-
dered that a stay against the
restart of TMI's Unit | reactor be

lifted at 4 p.m. tomorrow.

The reactor has not been oper-
ated since its twin was crippled in
March 1979 in a partial meltdown,
the nation s worst commercial nu-
clear power accident. No other
U.S nuclear reactor has ever been
down so long, then restarted.

"We re looking at the decision
and the earlier opinions." said Ro-
land Page, the governor’s spokes-
man on TMI.

A spokesman for the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission said "“if
there's nothing to stop us." the au-
thorization to restart Unit | would
be issued tomorrow afternoon by
the NRC's Office of Nuclear Reac-
tor Regulation in Bethesda. Md.

TMI Alert, an anti-nuclear
group, said it will file an appeal
with the Supreme Court, probably
today The organization also said it
would demonstrate at TMI tomor-
row afternoon, with some demon-
strators prepared to be arrested
About 80 protesters have been ar-
rested since the NRC approved the

Unit | restart in May.

Ten members of the Concerned
Mothers and Women group picket-
ed in front of the Capitol for about
an hour before going to Thorn-
burgh's office. They carried small
American flags and signs, one of
them reading. "If TMI opens de-
mocracy dies."

"This is the Ilth hour and
something must be done.” said
Joyce Corradi. who lives about
three miles from the reactor.

"l have five children. | don't
want them being raised in the
community I've litcd in all my life,
next to a nuclear power plant run
by a company that's been indicted
for wrongdoing." she said.

Restart foes contend the NRC
should hold hearings on the in-
volvement by employees of Gener-
al Public Utilities Nuclear Corp.
the plant's operator, in the falsifi-
cation of test records at TMI prior
to the 1979 accident.
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Billion dollar cleanup puts life into Three Mile Island .

By Frank Lynch

Patriot-News

The accident at the Three Mile
Island nuclear generating facility
on the Susquehanna River put
both reactors in mothballs for six
years.

But viewed from any angle —
technical, public relations, legal or
regulatory — all is not quiet at

MI.

Workers at the plant’s Unit 2,
the reactor that overheated and
melted nuclear fuel in March 1979,
are in the midst of a billkm-doilar.
technically challenging clean-up
effort that will last at least
through 1988.

And the fate of Unit 1. which
was down for refueling at the time
of the accident at its sister reactor,
on Friday was in the hands of the
U.S. Supreme Court.

As the court considers whether

| more hearings are needed before
restart, company spokesmen say
! the plant is in a “hot standby” sta-

tus and could reach full power
within months.
Meanwhile. General Public

Utilities Corp., the owner of TMI,
has mounted an extensive, expen-
sive public relations campaign to
convince Central Pennsylvanians
that TMI can generate electricity
"safely and reliably.”

On another front, GPU law-
yers are facing a massive number
of personal injury lawsuits at
least 1,400 at this writing — filed
in Dauphin County Court by area
people claiming they or relatives
were injured by radiation reteases
from the accident.

Those suits follow an an-
nouncement in February of a $4
million settlement GPU reached
with the families of 70 children
who had filed accident-related
suits. Altogether, the utility's in-
surers have paid about $40 million
in damage claims.

As the suits proceed through
court, the sure Department of
Health this month released a long-
awaited study that concludes that
no increase in cancer cases can be
attributed to the accident at Unit 2.

Regarding Unit 1, spokesmen

<lhr patriot, temmri.Ft —

All is not quint at TMI as cleanup continue* pending an OK to restart

say the plant is ready to operate.

In April, workers plugged 233
tubes in the plant's steam genera-
tors, which convert water to
steam that runs the turbines that
produce electricity. The utility has
plugged about 1.SOOof the 31.000
tubes in both generators, and
spokesmen said that number of
plugged tubes would not affect ef-
ficiency or safety of plant opera-
tion.

GPU Nuclear, plant operator,
has spent more than $51 million
repairing the generators since
many were found to be corroded in
November 1981.

TMI spokesman this year have
said the only thing needed to run
the plant was approval by the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission.

That was obtained on May 29.

. On that day the NRC. after hearing

the equivalent of 100.000 pages of
testimony over several years, and
after delaying a restart decision on
several occasions, voted 4-to-l to
lift shutdown orders it imposed on

Sent JI ritS.

Unit 1 the Rimmer liter the acci-
dent. P

Unit | wisdown lor scheduled
refueling it the time of the Occi-
dent it its sister reactor.

Days after the NRC reatart de-
cision. however, attorneys for the
commonwealth and anti-nuclear
groups asked the 3rd US. Circuit
Court in Philadelphia to stay the
restart of the ptent until safety and
management integrity iaaues are
resolved.

A three-judge panel lifted the
NRC order in June. hut four creeks
ago announced that no further
hearings on safety or management
integrity issues were needed for
restart

Two weeks ago. the full circuit
court upheld that decision, paving
the way for the Supreme Court
motion.

Concerning Unit 2. here are
some of the milestones in the test
year:

— In May cleanup workers re-
noved the S5-ton. 12-leel-high

High court keeps TMI closed
as state argues against restart

By Mick Rood

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Three Mile
Island's Unit | remains shut down
under a U.S. Supreme Court order
today while Justice William J.
Brennan Jr. considers an appeal to
keep it that way.

The commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania became the last of the in-
terested parties in the case to file
comments yesterday before a noon
deadline. Earlier. TMI operator
GPU Nuclear Corp, and the federal
government filed arguments in fa-
vor of restarting the Londonderry
Twp., Pa., nuclear power plant.

Brennan set yesterday's dead-
line after Three Mile Island Alert
on Tuesday appealed a 3rd U3.
Circuit Court of Appeals decision

ment is so wrong that a serious
accident at TMI-! is even remotely
likely prior to the court’s resolu-
tion of petitioners' claims. No acci-
dent at a commercial nuclear facil-
ity, including the accident at TMI-
2. has ever resulted in significant
off-site physical harm to persons
tor property. In fact, TMI-1 operat-

laside:

< Unit 1 cleanup on
schedule; length of
time on fuel removal
unknown — B3

upholding the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission's order allowing the
plant to be started.

TM1A asked that the court
maintain an order blocking the re-
start until deciding whether or not
to hear the appeal.

Brennan or the full court could
decide within a few days to
dismiss the appeal, but if the court
agrees instead to consider the case,
and continues the stay of the re-
start order, it could take months
for a decision.

ed from 1974-1978 without inci-
dent.”

Commonwealth attorneys re-
iterated th?ir argument that the
NRC ordered restart without hold-
ing legally required public hear-
ings on:

— Whether utility manage-
ment was involved in leak rate fal-
sification at TMI-2 in 1978-79.

— Whether utility manage-
ment withheld TMI Unit 2 acci-
dent'information from the NRC in
1979.

GPU Nuclear Corp, has denied
management involvement in either
instance.

Unit | was shut down for refu-
eling at the time its sister Unit 2
was severely damaged March 28,
1979. in the nation's worst com-
mercial nuclear accident.

The federal government ar-
gued yesterday that the court can-
not keep blocking the restart sim-
ply “because it is a controversial
nuclear power plant.”

Acting Solicitor General
Charles Fried said a TMI accident
isn't “remotely likely” during the
period in which the high court
might want to consider hearing
the case.

Arguing for the NRC. which
ordered Unit | restarted on May
29. Fried said:

"(TM1A] is. in effect, asking
thr court to stay the operation of
TMI-1 because it is a controversial
nuclear power plant.

"It is especially improbable
that the commission's expert judg-

TMI defueling still

plenum from stop the reactor. Re-
moval of the plenum, which hous-
es a reactor's control rod guide
tubes, was the last major hurdle to
be cleared before workers can re-
move melted fuel and damaged
components inside the reactor

Plant operator GPU Nuclear
estimates that defueling should be-
gin next month.

— The plenum lift followed an
announcement by GPU Nuclear
that remote television pictures of

the bottom of the reactor showed
that some fuel melted during the
accident.

At the bottom of the reactor,
technicians found a mound of rub-
ble — melted fuel and pieces of
reactor equipment — estimated to
weigh 30 tons Based on what was
found In the reactor, governmeni
and company experts conclude
that temperatures inside the reac-
tor reached about 5,100 degrees
Fahrenheit during the accident

GPU people said the video pic-
tures give them a better idea of

Isotope
level up
at TMI

GPU: Device
used faultily

By Christopher Quinn

Patriot-News

Levels of radioactive stron-
tium at Three Mile Island Unit
2 have been twice as high as
previously thought because an
instrument used to measure the
isotope was incorrectly cali-
brated in 1981. according to
TMI operator GPU Nuclear
Corp.

But company officials yes-
terday said adjusted readings
for the iaotope. Strontium 90.
still are well below maximum
federal allowances

GPU Nuclear said a beta
spectrometer used to measure
Strontium 90 was incorrectly
calibrated in 1981 because di-
rections for calibration were
unclear and misinterpreted.

The incorrect readings
were registered only for solid
chunks and particles of the
substance, which is produced
in nuclear fission. Strontium
90normally is contaiuetfin fuel
rods during reactions, but It
was released into the Unit 2

See RADIOACTIVE—Page Ak

Radioactive
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reactor during the 19A9 acci-
dent at the plant

Doug Bedell, a GPU Nucle-
ar spokesman, said Strdntium
90 is dangerous when ingested,
and the highest intake by any-
one at the plant was only 1!
percent of the maximum feder-
al level.

Bedell said in all other cas-
es of Strontium 90 ingestion,
the amount of the isotope tak-
en m by plant workers was be-

was “minor” and “didn’t im-
pact on the system at all.”

A replacement breaker was
installed “In a couple of
hours,"” she said. "We are still
reedy to restart when we need
to be."

The fate of Unit I. which
has been ahut down since the
March 1979 accident at Unit 2,
is now rn the hands of the U3.
Supreme Court An anti-nucle-
ar group. Three Mile Island
Alert, has appealed to the court
o prevent restart until more
-afety and management integ-
rity issuesare held. Nodecision

tow 3 percent of the federal
limit.

GPU Nuclear s use of a beta
spectrometer to measure ra-
(tooactivtty in-Strontium 90 is
unique in the nuclear industry.
Most nuclear plants use labora-
tory methods to measure the
substance, but these methods
take about 14 days to com-
plete The spectrometer pro-
vides almost instant readings.
GPU Nuclear said

Immediate readings are
needed at the plant because the

is expected until at least to-
morrow afternoon, and proba-
bly not until next week
Robinson said the incident
is not unusual, and is “typical
of individual component fail-
ures that occur from time to
time at nuclear power plants.”

Ann Overton, a spokes-
woman for the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission Regjon 1.
which includes Pennsylvania,
said the incident was “minor.”
and “this would not have been
a problem for a plant under
normal operating conditions.”

The unit is designed to in-
terrupt electrical power
when necessary — to the reac-

e hr Patriot. lermtet. Ft,, Saturday Sept

what they will be dealing with
when defueiing operations begin

— Last month 3,000 gallons of
low-level radioactive water spilled
on to the floor of the containment
builing, which houses the reactor,
during a procedure to test a new
filtering devise. TMI spokesmen
have said the spill wiU not delay
cleanup.

— In the cleanup procedure,
which GPU estimates will last
through 1988. about $600 million
of the $1 billion cost has been
spent.

Power fails
in TMI test

By Frank Lynch

Patriot-News

An electrical breaker failed
and “smoked" during testing
of the control rod drive system
at Three Mlle Island Unit | this
week, accounting for the sec-
ond electrical failure in the sys-
tem this month, officials said.

A smoldering fire, de-
scribed by plant officials as an
“electrical arc,” occurred
about 1:30 p.m Monday. The
fire was caused by a “mechani-
cal failure;' in the breaker and
was extinguished quickly by a
plant operator, said TMI
spokesman Lisa Robinson.

No emergency was de-
clared. and the unit again is
functional, she said.

On Sept. 7, a relay switch
system that sends power to
two of the reactor’s eight con-
trol rods also shorted out and
smoldered. A spokesman said
at the time that failure caused
no emergency at the plant, and
the affected switch was re-
placed in several days.

Robinson said company of-
ficials didn't rejjort Monday's
incident publicly because it
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1979 accident released low lev-
els of the isotope in the plant

The spectrometer's error
has resulted in the misclassifi-
cation of at toast one delivery
of low-level nuclear waste to
the Hanford Waste Manage-
ment Facility in Richland,
Wash.

GPU Nuclear has notified
the Hanford facility, the Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission and
state officials of the situation,
which was discovered by a
TMI chemistry technician.

tor's control rods, allowing
them to drop into the reactor to
stop the nuclear chain reaction.

If the system had tailed
during operation, an identical
back-up system would have
maintained power to the rods
She said the NRC requires that
a new breaker be Installed im-
mediately and that the back-up
breaker be tested within eight
hours.

If the plant needed to be
shut down during the failure.
Robinson said the back-up sys-
tem is designed to do that. If
both would have failed, opera-
tors can Interrupt power to the
rods manually to stop the reac-
tion.

TO—B3

unsettled

Cleanup «f Three Mile Island's
damaged nuclear reactor has pro-
<e/(hd on time but TMI officials
surf yesterday that it's difficult to
predict how long it will take to
remove fuel from the plant

Frank Standerfer. director of
Unit 2. said removal of the fuel is
m.heduled to begin the last week of
October, but the length of time it
will take is still not certain.

“Uncertainty remains regard-
ing details of the defueling opera-

lions, particularly their estimated
durations, because ol their firsi-of-
a-kind nature.” Standerfer said.

The Unit ? reactor was dam-
aged in March 1979 during the
worst-ever accident at a U.S. com-
mercial nu< lear power plant

Standerfer said a recent re-
view of cleanup procedures at the
Londonderry Twp facility “has
increased our confidence that
planned activities will accomplish
.i safe defueling of the reactor
while maintaining the plant in a
stable and safe condition.”

The fuel should be removed by
the middle of 19X7. with the total
$965 million cleanup to be finished
by September [9XK. according to
1 Ml officials.

“II's possible that we could
find things that could take us long
er to detuel the reactor.” said TMI
spokesman Gordon Tomb “There
are a lot of the uncertainties be-
cause it has never been done be-
fore "

GPU Nuclear Corp.. TMI's op-
erator. said it has spent $561 mil-
lion on the cleanup as of June 30.

GPU Nuclear hits TMI Alert’s ‘procedural complaints’ delay

By Mick Rood

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — GPU Nuclear Corp, has told the
U S. Supreme (ourt an anti-nuclear group s “procedural

restart intervenors, including the itate of Pennsylvania,

are expected to file comments this morning

complaints” do not justify further delay of restarting

Three Mile Island Unit |

Associate Justice William J. Brennan Jr. had asked on
1 uesday that by noon today, other parties to the TMI case

file responses to Three Mile Island Alert's petition to stay

the regart pending a review by the high court

Il was unclear whether Brennan will act immediately
->n the responses inis afternoon, refer the matter to the full
+ourt or lilt the stay in either case Three other TMI

Unit |

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission approved the
restart on May 29. and the 3rd U.S. Court of
Appeals in Philadelphia has affired the order.

TMIA's appeal is Ihe last legal challenge in the way of
regiwed operation of the undamaged Unit 1, which has
bedh kept shot down aince Lhe accidental Unit 2 in March
u1979.

in the first comment on TMIA's petition, plant opera-
tor GPU Nuclear's attorneys said lhe group had to justify a
continued stay and court review by showing the NRC had
“abused its discretion” in denying further safety hearings
on I MI Unit |

The company argued the NRC had not abused its dis-

cretion. Rather, the NRC had made clear to parlies in lhe

utility said

clear called the argument *
that should be disregarded.”

cast that conditions it placed on the Unit | license did not
require public hearings in every instance.

TM1A has argued some of the conditions were reallx
license amendments requiring public bearings. GPU Nu-
‘a purely semantic distinction

GPU Nuclear also told Brennan that irreparable injury
must be shown to legally justify a further stay on the Unit
| restart. THIA, justjiv contending there was a remote
jMissibility of an accident, couldn’t demonstrate injurs, the
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State’s TMI study clouded
by survey method doubts

By Frank Lynch

~unhay Potriot-Xrois

The state s recently released
study of health effects of the 1979
Three Mile Island accident may
have been flawed by expanding
the survey areas beyond the pre-
scribed five- and 10-mile zones.

According to 1980 census fig-
ures. the state Department of
Health included 28,610 people who
live farther than five miles from
the Londonderry Twp. plant in the
population listed for those who
live within five miles.

Another 122.000 people who
live farther than 10 miles from the
plant were included in the popula-
tion of those living “within" 10
miles.

THE RESULT, according to ep-
idemiologists and statisticians con-
tacted by the Sunday Patriot-
News. is that if there actually
were adverse health effects such
as increased cancer cases among
those living close to the plant, the
figures would be diluted by ex-
panding the base population.

“It seems like a strange thing
to do." said Dr. Robert A. Hult-
quist. Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity professor of statistics. ““I think
you would substantially dilute [as-
sumed cancer rates] to get even a
few miles away."

Dr. George Hutchison. Harvard
professor of epidemiology, con-
curred.

“Let's suppose there is an ex-
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“within" the 10-mile zone actually
live farther away.

For example, all of Lower Pax-
ton Twp.'s 34.830 residents were
included in the 10-mile figures, al-
though only 2.000 of them live in

+the sliver of the township inside
the 10-mile radius. Some Lower
Paxton Twp. residents live as far
as 16 miles from the plant.

Health Department officials
defend the way they gathered
their data. They say the data were
not diluted by the excess popula-
tion included, and that the study
could not have been conducted had
they attempted to stay close to the
imaginary 5-and 10-mile zones.

“IT WOULD be a tremendous
job. almost humanly impossible”
to conduct such a study, said Ed-
ward Digon. principal author of
the report and chief of the depart-
ment's special studies section, divi-
sion of epidemiology research.

Digon said the report should
have noted that some of the people
included in the study live outside
the zones. Such a notation had
been included in an early draft that
he wrote, but was deleted during
the editing process. Leaving the
explanation out. he said, was an
“error."

But Digon stressed that there
was not an increase in cancer. He
said the four communities entirely

cess cancer rate (in the five-mile
zone], and not excess rate beyond
the five-mile zone.” he said. "The
larger population would dilute the
overall cancer rate.”

THE STUDY, released a month

within the five-mile zone had
about the same number of cancer
deaths as would have been expect-

Health Department spokesman
Bill Lindeberg said, “"We think we
have a pretty solid report, and we
stand on it."

TRIPS UNIT 2 reactor
overheated and released some ra-
dioactivity into the environment in
March 1979. Government experts
and scientists have said not enough
radiation escaped to trigger any
significant health problems

But doubts have persisted over
the last six years.

Norman and Marjorie Aamodt.
formerly of Chester County, and
now of Lake Placid, N.Y.. conduct-
ed a study last year that concluded
the number of local people dying
from cancer increased sevenfold
since the accident.

Meanwhile, the Columbia
(N.Y.) University Department of
Eoidemiologyv is conducting a two-
year. $420,000 study of pregnancy
outcomes “nd cancer rates since
the accident.

And the Health Department
will continue to monitor cancer
cases in the area for future studies.

THE MOST recent study was
made to find out what, if any.
health effects were suffered by
residents living certain distances
from the plant. Five- and 10-mile
zones were selected for compari-
SON purposes.

ago. concluded that no adverse
health effects had been found so
far in people who live around TMI,
site of the nation s worst commer-
cial nuclear accident on March 28.
1979

Comparing census figures with

Digon noted that death certifi-
cates and cancer incidence infor-
mation from the state's Cancer Re-
gistry are available according to
“minor civil division" — or by
township and borough.

Since the minor civil divisions
do not align with the five- and 10-
mile circles, officials included all
of a division in the study even if
only part of it is within the de-
scribed zone.

Digon said it was decided to
use the divisions — even though
their use inflates the population
numbers — because it will be easi-
er to conduct follow-up studies.

"YOU COULD do it [try to di-
vide the divisions to stay close to
the zone circles]. But you can't do
that for too many years because
the reference books ineeded to
keep track of residents] would fill
up a room." he said.

Therefore, h* said future com-
parison studies also will include
those living outside the zones.

Har\ard's Hutchison said that
to do a study expeditiously, “there
is a good argument for using town-
ships and boroughs rather than us-
ing areas defining a circle around
Three Mile Island "

But he said that that study
method should have been de-
scribed in the report. “If there is
not any footnote [explaining that
some areas are actually not within
the described zones], then you
have a problem."
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From start-up to full power

expected to take 3 months

the totals listed by the Health De-
partment. 44 percent of the popu-
lation figured in the five-mile
statistics live outside that zone,
while 42 percent of those said to be

If Three Mlle bland’s Unit | reactor begins
operating as planned today. It will be at least three
months before It reaches full power.

When it finally does, the 800-megawatt plant
should supply power to more than half a million
homes, eventually cutting $58 million a year off
electric bills.

Plant operator GPU Nuclear Corp, has kept
Unit 1 in a heat-up stage through most of the past
few months. There are no nuclear reactions during
heat-up, but the plant's systems are tested under
operating temperature and pressure.

GPU officials list the following steps In the full
start-up of Unit 1.

— The first steps in the restart began at 4:28
a.m. today when six groups of control rods (there
are eight groups altogether) were lifted from the
reactor’s core. Workers then began to deborate the
water in the reactor at 5:50 a m. The rods and the
boron Inhibit the movement of neutrons that cause
nuclear reactions.

— Once the rods are lifted and the boron con-
tent reduced, fast-moving neutrons will start strik-
ing and splitting uranium atoms, producing intense
heat and freeing even more neutrons to strike
more atoms. The ensuing chain reaction is expect-
ed to begin between 2 and 3 p m.

— Water pumped through the reactor will pick
up heat from the splitting atoms. Under pressure,

the water reaches a temperature near 600 degrees
before being pumped to steam generators to trans-
fer heat to a second water supply.

— The second supply, which contains no radia-
tion, will flash to steam and be piped to a turbine
connected to an 800-megawatt generator.

— After a week of low-power testing, the
plant will start pumping power to homes.

— As the steam condenses, lukewarm water
vapor will rise in wisps over Unit I's twin cooling
towers. The vapor will not pass through the reac-
tor and will not be radioactive.

To reach the full temperatures and pressure
needed to produce 800 megawatts, neutrons must
split trillions of atoms each second in the reactor.
About 6 pounds of uranium — the energy equiva-
lent of 7,700 tons of coal or 36.400 barrels of oil —
will be consumed daily at Unit 1 when it reaches
full power.

More than 900 workers are ready for restart,
many more than the 320 working at Unit 1 before
the 1979 accident that crippled Unit 2. Close to
$100 million in new equipment has been installed
In Unit | since the accident.

GPU officials have promised an annual savings
of $58 million to 1.6 million customers of Metro-
politan Edison Co.. Pennsylvania Power A Light
Co. and Jersey Central Power A Light Co.

her STATE'S-P«ge Al10

By Christopher Quinn
jmdTosy Perry
Patriot-News

"The has been cast. There’s
nothing left to do. ... | feel the
battle has been lost.”

Those were the words yester-
day of Arthur Morris, mayor of
Lancaster, concerning a U.S. Su-
preme Court decision allowing
Three Mile bland Unit | to restart.
Plant operator GPU Nnclear
planned to have the Londonderry
Twp. facility on line by noon to-

day.

ch;’irman of the citizen's Advisory
Panel for the Decontamination of
TMI Unit 2. "I remain unhappy be-
cause | feel that more hearings
should have been held."

Morris and many other central
Pennsylvanians sought in a federal
lawsuit to force the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission to hold more
hearings on the Issue.

"l can't see anything else hap-
pening." Morris said.

Stale Sen. John Shumaker. R-
Grantvllle. said his current court
action against TMI might be the
last hope. Shumaker leads a group
of elected state officials in a law-
suit unrelated to yesterday’s deci-
sion. His suit seeks to lift the Unit
| operating license.

Of yesterday’s decision,
Shumaker said, "Of course I'm dis-
appointed. There are just a0 many
unanswered questions In people s
minds."

He said his lawsuit might be
the last stand In opposing restart.

"This may be it. The citizens
here have made their voices
known over the past several years.
I don’t think the mere fact that the
decision has been made is going to
change people's thoughts It's not
going to make them feel more se-
cure.”

Eric Epstein, spokesman for
the anti-nuclear group TMI Alert,
rested his hopes on Shumaker's
auit, which currently is before the
3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in Philadelphia.

“Our attorneys have been
working on the appeal for weeks
tn case the Supreme Court should
lift the stav,” he said.
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Permission to restart
disappoints officials

rA.

PENNSYLVANIA

March 28, 1979: TMI Unit 2
cvtriMU, causing nation’ worst
nuclear plant accident.

Oct. 3, 1985: Undamaged Unit
1 reactor is expected to start up by

Arthur Morris
“I'm not happy”

Epstein also called on Gov.
Dick Thornburgh to take action
“The governor has got to inter-
vene." he said. "He can declare
that TMI is an eminent disaster.
The most timely thing he could do
would be an executive action.”
Thornburgh revealed no plan
to intervene yesterday. He called
on area residents to respect the de-
cision of "the highest court in the
land,” and said he had assurances
from the NRC and GPU Nuclear
that restart would be safe.
"Thanks in great part to the
efforts of the commonwealth.

Sen. John Shumaker
"Unanswered questions™

steps have been taken to make
Three Mile Island safer today than
at any time since the accident at
the companion Unit 2 more than
six years ago." Thornburgh said.

A spokeswoman for a pro-TMI
group, Pro Women, criticized
TMIA for fighting restart. She said
the group's leaders were not serv-
ing area residents.

The spokeswoman, Ruth Mer-
chant. said her group was excited
by yesterday's Supreme Court de-
cision. adding. "We feel this
should be the end of this saga.”
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Restart of TMI | under way

Low-power testing
planned for today

By Frank Lynch

Patriot-News

Final approval for restart of
Three Mile Island's Unit | reactor
has been given by a Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission official.

NRC Region One Administra-
tor Thomas Murley gave his ap-
proval for restart of the undam-
aged reactor at 10:19 a m.. Philip
R. Clark, chairman and chief exec-
utive officer of plant operator GPU
Nuclear Corp. said.

The actual first step in the re-
start. based on approval given yes-
terday, began at 4:28 a m. today.

Murley's approval was needed
before the plant could begin pro-
ducing a nuclear chain reaction.

The process leading to the re-
action began when workers pulled
six of the reactor’s eight groups of
control rods from the reactor's
core. GPU Nuclear spokeswoman
Lisa Robinson said.

At 5:50 a.m.. workers started
diluting boron concentrations in
the reactor water. Boron inhibits
the chain reaction.

Clark, at a press conference to-
day at the TMI Training Center
across from the plant, said “thor-
ough. careful attention” was being
given to the restart of the reactor,
which has been shut down since
the March 1979 accident at its sis-
ter reactor.

He said the chain reaction was
expected to occur about 2 p.m. to-
day. less than 24 hours after the
U.S. Supreme Court decided not to
continue a stay blocking restart.

Clark said the plant would be
operating at about | percent pow-
er by tonight and would remain at
that level for a couple of days. The
reactor would be taken gradually
to full power, which he expects
will occur in about three months.

Clark said GPU Nuclear could
begin selling power from TMI in
about two weeks.

The mood of workers at the
plant was good, Clark said. Con-
trol room operators “"are pleased,
confident and satisfied that they
are able to do what they have been
trained to do," he said.

Clark began his remarks:
"Good morning And | can say that

with somewhat more conviction
than on prior occasions."

The north gate outside TMI,
where about 15 demonstrators
were arrested last night, also was
quiet today. In reaction to the deci-
sion to allow the plant to being
operations, anti-nuclear activists
charged last night that “Democra-
cy has died."

Clark answered the claim by
saying, "The democratic process
worked. The hearings were held
and everyone had a chance to be
heard."

The high court, by an 8-1 vote
with Justice William J. Brennan
dissenting, cleared the way for re-
start yesterday when it decided
not to consider reviewing an ap-

From Page Al

peal by the citizens group TMI
Alert.

TMI Alert had sought hearings
on the integrity of TMI operator
GPU Nuclear Corp. The state and
the Union of Concerned Scientists
joined in the appeal

Justices also lifted a court-or-
dered June restart stay that gave
TMIA time to appeal the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission's May 29
approval of restart.

Despite the operations on the
island. TMIA Mid it still plans to
seek another restraining order in
the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals today on an appeal to the
court by various state officials
seeking to lift Unit I's license be-
cause of the character of plant
management

The appellate court ruled 10-2
last month against TMIA's petition
for safety hearings and the Su-
preme Court declined to review
that ruling yesterday. The court
provided no reasons for its deci-
son. and its actions do not preclude
their consideration of a formal ap-
peal by TMIA.

Brennan halted

restart last

week and turned the ease ever te
the full court Monday. TMIA had
argued to Brennan that restart
would cause “Irreparable, psycho-
logical" damage to people living
nearby.

Unit 1. which was shut down
for refueling at the time of the
Unit 2 accident and kept shut by
the NRC. has been heated to opera-
tional pressure and temperature
for most of the past few months

In commenting on restart.
Thornburgh said today that "our
principal concern is. now that the
courts have spoken, that every
caution be exercised in the restart
procedures.

"This morning our own moni-
tor from the Department of Envi-
ronmental Resources, funded by
the expanded appropriation we
sought and received from the Gen-
eral Assembly, is on the acene and
we will participate to the extent
that is necessary In assuring that
every precaution Is taken.”

Addressing the state's position
not to continue legal challenges
with  TMIA Thornburgh said:
"Well, these are folks who have a
different vantage point than I do.

“I'm not an ideological oppo-

nent of nuclear power. My concern
is with safety and the operation of
this particular facility. We've ar-
gued the case as far as we can go.

"We've been to the Supreme
Court of the United States. We ac-
cept the rule of law and finding of
that court, and it’s time to move on
and exert our effort to see that that
restart procedure is in fact carried
out in a cautious and safe manner.”

TMIA has based its restart ap-
peal on the contention that tome of
what the NRC calls “conditions”
on GPU Nuclear's license actually
are license amendments that re-
quire public hearings

Chief among the issues the
NRC did not allow hearings on
was the 1978-79 water leak rate
falsifications at Unit 2. GPU Nu-
clear’s predecessor company, Met-
ropolitan Edison Co., was convict-
ed of criminal misconduct and
pleaded no contest to six other
counts of rigging the NRC reports

TMIA and other Intervenors
wanted to discover In a public
hearing the extent to which utility
officials were involved with or
condoned the leak rate falsifica-
tions.

The TMI case turned at the

15 arrested last night

TMI relatively calm today

By Wendi Taylor

Patriot-News

All was relatively calm early
today at the north gate of Three
Mile Island.

But last night, it was a differ-
ent story.

For some it was the beginning;
for others the end.

"It's just the beginning." Doug
Bedell, spokesman for GPU Nucle-
ar Corp, at Three Mile Island, said
last night.

"Now we have to show we can
run this plant "

But for 45 protesters who
gathered at the north gate last
night, it wiu the end of a six-year
battle to block the restart of TMI

nit 1.

“This will be a solid demon-
stration by a lot of angry people,”
Enc Epstein of Three Mile Island
Alert said as he made his way to
the plant gate last night

Carrying banners saying. “In
God We Trust... TMI We Don't.”

<T«a>»e«aip:

regulatory level in the utility’s ar-
gument that its operating compa-
ny had been completely revamped
and past abuses had been corrected
enough to assure safe operation of
Unit .

The Reagan administration en-
dorsed restart.

The case turned In the federal
courts on the strong precedent that
federal judges rarely overturn de-
cisions by agencies that have ap-
parently fully exercised their ex-
pertise to reach a decision

As the acting U.S. solicitor
general, Charles Fried, told the 3rd
Circuit Court:

"The commission held what is
probably the most comprehensive
adjudicatory proceeding that It has
ever conducted. That hearing last-
ed for nearly six years, generating
transcripts exceeding 33.000 pag-
es [not including the prefiled testi-
mony of nearly 200 witnesses and
hundreds of exhibits] and an ad-
ministrative record far exceeding
100.000 pages™

Staff writers David Moms.
Christopher Quinn and Mick Rood
contributed to this story.

m Permission to restart disappoints officials. Page FI
m From start-up to full power expected to take 3

months. Page FI

m Restart controversy has been a day-to-day story for 6

years. Page Fl

and "RIP American Democracy
Died Mar. 28. 1979." the group
btood in a steady rain to herald
what they called the "end of de-
mocracy.”

Fifteen protesters were
dragged or carried from the gate
and arrested for blocking the utili-
ty company's right of way. a sum-
mary offense.

“It is an honor to be arrested
for such a good cause." Epstein
said. “This is unbelievable that cit-
izens have to get arrested to be
heard We just have no choice
This is a disgrace "

When Stale Police Sgt. James

Protests

From Page Al

days of the restart

"That is unfortunate advice."
Bedell said "The public should not
be alarmed about this." He said
GPU will earn the trust of the peo-
ple with time.

But protesters continued to
charge the plant's management
with incompetence.

State troopers remove protesters from north gate of TMI

"These people Just can't follow
the instructions, and they are
going to run a nuclear plant?"
asked Wendy Smith of Harrisburg.
“I've never been arrested before,
but I'm tired of being afraid.” Last
night she was arrested

“It brings back all the old feel-
ings of six years ago. There's tots
of anxiety,” said Susan Shapiro of
Harrisburg, who joined the dem-
onstration.

"ISLAND UPDATES"

three mile

island alert

315 Peffer Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102
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“It's a funeral for a tot of us,"
said Kay Pickering of Harrisburg,
one of the founders of TMI Alert
that organized last night's demon-
stration. "I think the governor sold
us out. He was not vehement
enough in the cause.”

TMI Alert today will file for an
emergency injunction tn the 3rd
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in an
effort to stop the restart. "We

1S

have come loo far to stop now,"
Epstein said.

Elizabeth Chavey, 62, of Mid-
dletown stood before the gate with
tears in her eyes, waiting to be ar-
rested for Joining the protest.

“l will do what | have to .
what GPU forces me to do. | have
six children and grandchildren
who | want to live. | think this is
such an injustice.” Chavey said.

Crews tame to arrest him. Epstein
wrapped the red, white and blue
banner he had been holding around
himself and had to be carried
away. It was the third time he had
been arrested at the TMI gate.

1 think this shows who owns
America," said Cherie Friedrich of
Harrisburg. “"All our representa-
tives know how we feel, but cor-
porate America is getting its
way." Friedrich was arrested by
troopers moments later.

TMI Alert urged people to
leave the area for the first critical

See PROTESTS—Page A2
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Steam leaks found
in TMI drain line

From staff and wire reports

Leaks have been detected in a
line that helps drain steam from
the turbine system at the Three
Mile Island nuclear plant, a
spokesman said yesterday.

The first leak was detected last
week in a %-Inch metal tube that
is part of the system, said TMI
spokesman Gordon Tomb.

The leak was repaired Satur-
day morning, but another leak was
detected in the same tube Sunday,
Tomb said. TMI officials then de-
cided to replace the entire line, he
said.

The reactor returned to about
28 percent power Sunday evening,
but at 2 a.m. yesterday another
leak was found at a welding point
on the line. Tomb said.

Steam with minute traces of
radioactivity was released during
all three leaking incidents, but an-
other spokesman said there was no
health hazard.

"It's totally Inconsequential In
terms of any health basis. It's not
zero, but it's next to zero," said
spokesman Doug Bedell.

Plant personnel were still
working yesterday to repair the

Inside:

= Exec: TMI can be
changed into solar plant
for post of fuel — A9

< Industry leaders: TMI
lessons learned making
nuke power safer — All

leak. Operators expected to have
the weld repaired last night, Tomb
said, and then reactor power
would be increased to 15 percent
overnight.

Tomb said the reactor would
reach 40 percent power within the
next few days. Plant operator GPU
Nuclear needs approval from the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
to then increase power to the next
planned plateau, 48 percent The
reactor will remain at that level
while tests are conducted.

Unit i at the Londonderry
Twp. plant was restarted 12 days
ago for the first time in 6ft years.
Tomb said the leaks were "one of
the maintenance things we can ex-
pect to have.”

Discrimination charge
denied by TMI operator

Associated Press

The operator of Three Mile Is-
land is formally denying allega-
tions of discrimination that led the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
staff to propose a S64.000 fine, of-
ficials said yesterday.

GPU Nuclear Corp, sent an
eight-page response this week to
the NRC's Office of Ir.section and
Enforcement, claiming it should
not have to pay the proposed pen-
alty.

"We believe that the vast bulk
of the Investigation indicates that
the allegation is untrue,” said Gor-
don Tomb, spokesman for GPU
Nuclear Corp.

The NRC staff proposed the
fine in August after investigating
an alleged act of discrimination by
the lead contractor in the cleanup
of TMI's damaged Unit 2 reactor.

The NRC staff claimed that Be-
chtel Corp, discriminated against
former employee Richard D.
Parks, who accused the company
in 1983 of making shortcuts to
speed cleanup work.

Parks claimed he was harassed
and intimidated after he raised
safety concerns in February 1983

about the cleanup equipment for
the reactor, which was crippled in
the March 1979 accident at the nu-
clear plant, according to the NRC.

Parks had accused Bechtel and
GPU Nuclear of not properly test-
ing a crane that was to be used to
lift the top of the damaged reactor
in July 1984.

GPU Nuclear said Parks’ re-
moval as alternate startup and test
supervisor was part of an organi-
zational change and was not a re-
taliatory act.

The company, responding to an
allegation that it conducted "in-
timidating interrogation,” said it
questioned Parks only to deter-
mine if he had a conflict of Interest
similar to the one that led to the
firing of his supervisor.

GPU Nuclear also said Park:
removal as site operations repre-
sentative was initiated and volun-
tarily undertaken by Parks him-
self.

Parks was suspended with pay
after he held a news conference in
which he allegedly made inflam-
matory personal attacks, thereby
destroying his credibility with his
colleagues, GPU Nuclear said.
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Met-Ed bills will fall at the end of a roller-coaster ride

Patriot

Tuesday, October 22, 1985

Lift GPU
licenses,
brief asks

Am :ated Press-

A federal appeals court yester-
day was asked to strip GPU Nucle-
ar Corp, of licenses to operate the
Three Mile Island and Oyster
Creek nuclear power plants.

The action was reported by
Eric Epstein, spokesman for one of
the plaintiffs. Three Mlle Island
Alert.

In a brief filed with the 3rd
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
Philadelphia, the plaintiffs said
GPU Nuclear should lose the li-
censes because of “deficient char-
acter,” Epstein said.

Joining TMI Alert in the brief
were two other anti-nuclear
groups. New Jersey SANE and the
Essex Safe Energy Alliance, and
state Rep. Peter C. Wambach Jr.,
D-Hairisburg; state Sen. John J.
Shumaker, R-Grantville, and Dau-
phin County Commissioner Law-
rence Hochendoner.

Shumaker said management
changes by the plant's owner.
Genera] Public Utilities Corp, of
Parsippany. N.J.. have not been
meaningful.

"You can play musical
chairs. It is the same company. Itis
the same group. | don’t think in the
eyes of the public that much has
changed. | think some have
changed chairs." Shumaker said.

"There’s a clear-cut pattern of
ineptitude and incompetence,” Ep-
stein said.

The Unit | reactor at TMI in
Londonderry Twp. was restarted
2ft weeks ago for the first time
since nuclear fuel melted in 1979
at the adjacent Unit 2 during the
nation’s worst commercial nuclear
accident. Unit 2 remains closed

The Oyster Creek plant, also
operated by GPU Nuclear Corp., is
in Ocean County, N.J.

Th'l case began after the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
denied a request to lift the licenses.
The appeals court previously de-
nied an emergency request to halt
TMTI's restart while the case is con-
sidered.

GPU Nuclear spokesman Doug
Bedel! declined to comment on
yesterday's appeal.
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Slight contamination
of 9 reported at TMI

By Christopher Quinn
Patriot-Newa

Nine workers at Three Mile Is-
land Unit 1 were slightly contami-
nated by radioactive gases, the
plant operator said yesterday.

But the gases, that were re-
leased In small amounts to the at-
mosphere. decayed within 90 min-
utes, and the workers suffered no
ill effects, according to Gordon
Tomb, spokesman for TMI opera-
tor GPU Nuclear Corp.

The incident Monday in Unit |
was reported to the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, and inspectors
stationed on the island since Unit
I's Oct. 3 restart are investigating.
NRC spokesman Karl Abraham
said.

News of the accident was not
released until yesterday. Tomb
said, because the company did not
consider it to be serious. The infor-
mation was included in a weekly
“~pdate of events at Unit I.

The accident Monday hap-
pened while employees worked on
a pump. About 150 gallons of ra-
dioactive water from a pressurized
system spilled into floor drains in
the basement of a Unit 1 auxiliary
building, the company said.

The water vaporized as It
spilled, releasing gaseous isotopes
of zenon, crypton and argon. The
gases quickly decayed into the ra-
dioactive gases rubidium 88 and
cesium 138.

The skin and clothing of nine
workers were contaminated by
the gases. Tomb said workers
whose skin was contaminated
washed, but those with only con-
taminated clothing did not need to
wash Within 90 minutes, the rubi-
dium 88 and cesium 138 decayed
from the clothing, Tomb said.

The gases also were released
into the atmosphere through the

See TMI—Page At

TMI
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plant's ventilation system, GPU
said.

- Themaximum radiation level
at the plant's boundary was low,
amounting to no more than 2
thousandths of | percent of the
federal quarterly limit, GPU said.

; Abraham said NRC Investiga-
tors are "looking at everything out
there."

“If we find that there’s some
Item out of compliance, we’ll cite
it. but I've not heard of any,” he
said.

Unit | remains at 48 percent of
its power capacity as it undergoes
a month of tests. Il then will be
token to 75 percent of capacity,
where it will remain lot another
month of testing.

Restart of the unit came after
more than six years of studies and
investigations by the NRC and oth-
er*. GPU spent more than S95 mil-
hbn modifying the plant after Unit
*2'was crippled Ri a 1979 accident.
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TMI-1 hits 35% output mark;
Mel-Ed rates to dip Nov. 8

Metropolitan Edison Co. customers can expect lower rates by
Nov. 8 after an operating milestone was reached yesterday at Three
Mile Island Unit I.

Officials from GPU Nuclear Corp., operators of Three Mile Is-
land nuclear power plant in Londonderry Twp. and the holding
company for JVlet-Ed, said TMI-1 produced electricity at 35 percent
of capacity for 100 consecutive hours by 3 p.m. That milestone
means TMI-1 will return to Met-Ed'’s rate structure for the first time
since the 1979 accident at TMI-2.

Company officials must give customers a 10-day notice of the
rate change, which will take effect Nov. 8. They estimate the aver-
age residential customer’s monthly electric bill will decrease by
S$3.22, to $44.35.

By George Weigel

Patriot-News S

Metropolitan Edison Co. electric bills
are headed for a roller-coaster ride.

Given the restart of Three Mile Island
Unit 1, bills will take a dip when the plant
reaches 35 percent of full output.

But bills would rise under a separate
and unrelated rate case that entered its
final phase yesterday ‘ before the state
Public Utility Commission.

Then there’s another dip Met-Ed pro-
posed to the PUC last week to reflect a
lower than estimated cost of buying pow-
er.

It’s too early to tell in what order the
ups and downs will occur, but it appears
that when the dust settles, an average res-
idential customer will be paying less.

Here’s the scenario.

Once TMI-1 is operating at 35 percent
of full output for 100 consecutive hours, a
settlement that is already in place and ap-

proved by the PUC will take effect.

The net effect of that settlement will
be a $47.5 million annual saving for cus-
tomers, translating into a monthly saving
of about $2.15 for an average residential
customer using 500 kilowatt-hours of
electricity.

Separate from that, Met-Ed is finding
that the electricity it is buying from other
utilities is significantly less expensive
than estimated.

"It's been a buyer's market for elec-
tricity this year," said Met-Ed spokesman
R. Bruce McLean, explaining that overall
production is up while usage has been
down.

That prompted Met-Ed last week to
file a request with the PUC to lower its
energy cost rate by $19.7 million a year.

The energy cost rate is the part of a
customer’s bill that recovers a company’s
cost of fuel to produce electricity or the
expense of buying electricity.

Met-Ed officials estimate the proposed

cut would save an average customer
about $1.25 a month.

Separate from both of those actions is
the rate case Met-Ed filed with the PUC in
January. That Involved a request for $47.3
million more a year in earnings, or $5.88 a
month more for an average residential
customer.

Hearings were held throughout the
summer, and last month PUC Administra-
tive Law Judge Herbert S. Cohen recom-
mended that Met-Ed is entitled to SI19.9
million of its requested $47.3 million.

The case entered Its final phase yester-
day as the three-member commission —
operating two shy of its usual comple-
ment — began discussing the case issues.

Judging from the initial results, it ap-
pears that the commission’s total is going
to come out somewhere near the judge's.

State Cdnsumer Advocate David M.
Barasch said the commission’s tally may
even come in "a million or two" lower
than Cohen’s.

"We're pleased with the results so
far,” Barasch said. “The commission’s fig-
ures appear to be close to the judge’s, and
his figures were very close to what we
were recommending/'

Met-Ed officials had no immediate
comment on yesterday's action.

If the rate boost approximates $19
million, it would roughly cancel out the
proposed decrease in the energy cost rate.

And if those two nullify each other
and TMI-1 resumes production without a
hitch, the ultimate verdict should be low-
er rates for most customers.

Two of Cohen's main reasons for
trimming Met-Ed'’s request were a disal-
lowance of depreciation expenses for
TM1-1 and a cut in the estimated cost to
operate and maintain the Titus and Port-
land coal-fired generating stations.

Commissioners yesterday agreed with
both of those recommendations.

The depreciation decision cut $9 mil-
lion from the request, while the reduction

in expenses for the coal-fired stations
took another $7.4 million.

(Met-Ed will be able to resume recov-
ering depreciation expenses when TMI-1
reaches 35 percent output and the pre-
approved settlement takes effect.)

Commissioners went a step further
than Cohen In cutting the request by
lowering the rate of return Met-Ed stock-
holders will be permitted to earn on
shares of common equity.

Cohen had recommended allowing an
equity return of J6.4 percent, but the av-
erage amount suggested by the commis-
sioners yesterday works out to 15.8 per-
cent.

Even slight changes in the rate of re-
turn can translate into differences of
thousands of dollars

Met-Ed had proposed a 16.5 percent
rate of return.

The commission is scheduled to dis-
cuss the remaining case issues Thursday.

Final action is planned Oct. 24.
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MY VIEW SETS

ERIC EPSTEIN

Eric Epstein is associated with
TMI Alert, an anti-nuclear group
opposed to TMI restart.

Area not ready for restart

EMERGENCY evacuation has recently resurfaced
as an issue related to the restart of TMI Unit I
Nowhere in the debate has anyone critically evaluat-
ed the details of the evacuation plan(s), or asked a
very simple and basic question: Are the plans
realistic/workable? Pcliucal officials and certain
newspapers have been quick to say that pulling out of
an evacuation plan or refusal to participate in drills
would be “irresponsible” and “harmful.” But the fact
of the matter is that the evacuation plans are inher-
ently flawed and riddled with faulty assumptions.

1. Evacuation plans for school children are incom-
plete and don't include contingencies in case bus driv-
ers don’t show up. In case children from the same
family are bused to different relocation centers, and
in case children experience mental trauma.

(Note: Evacuation plans call for children to be
evacuated from school to predetermined sites, where
they would be picked up by their parents. In an infor-
mal randon survey conducted by the Susauehanna
Valley Alliance in tHe summer of 1983, 85.4 percent
of the parents questioned said they would not allow
their children to be taken to a separate evacuation
area.)

2. There are no specific plans for evacuation of the
elderly, the handicapped, and the blind.

3. Farmers are classified as emergency workers
and will be permitted to remain during an accident.
To date farmers have no insurance for loss of live-
stock or crops, and have had no instruction In using
dosimeters or potassium iodine for their own protec-
tion.

It is pointless to classify farmers as emergency
workers if they haven't been taught how to use do-
simeters. And equipping farmers with potassium io-
dine has only limited value in mitigating the effects of
radiation. Furthermore it is logistically impossible for
the farmer to rush to the county agent (where the
dosimeter and potassium iodine are located), rush
back to his farm, get all his livestock under shed,
provide adequate food and water for a number of
days and also protect his own health.

4. IN THE EVENT of another accident the chain of
communications starts with GPU. Noting their record
and previous handling of the 1979 accident, it is in-
deed naive to assume that- they will disseminate in-
formation quickly, honestly and accurately.
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5. There is no public information campaign to
alert the public to the potential evacuation plan. Am-
ish dommunfties pose a unique problem since they do
not utilize television, radio or telephone. Our Spanish
and Vietnamese communities would also be at a dis-
advantage because of the language barrier.

Thus far county and state officials have been con-
tent to assume that the telephone directory and a
periodic mailing adequately inform the public on
where to go and what to do.

6. Evacuation routes are unrealistic at best and
could turn into major problems. The main evacuation
route for Lancaster County, Route 30, in normal time
Is considered a traffic hazard; In emergency condi-
tions it could be total chaos.

Route 11-15, a major evacuation route for Harris-
burg area is equally as congested and Inadequate.

Also consider the implications of evacuating a
large population on these roads during tourist season.

7. EVACUATION PLANS only encompass the
population living In the "high-risk" areas or those
who live within 10 miles of TMI. It is assumed that
only 50 percent of this population will evacuate.
What about those of us living in the "low-risk™" areas
of 20-50 miles from TMI? Has there been an invisible
lead curtain erected to protect us that we don’t know
about? As of this date no evacuation plans exist for
Harrisburg. Lancaster and York.

(Note: 67.4 percent of the respondents In lke SVA
survey said they would evacuate even though 62.9
percent said they wouldn't know where to go and
what to listen to.) *

. 8. 0On Feb. 8, 1984, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency reported that Lancaster and Dau-
phin counties are ill prepared to adequately protect
residents In the event of a nuclear emergency at TMI.
The agency cited five major deficiencies and dozens
of minor failures In the performance of those counties
in a Nov. 16. 1983 emergency preparedness drill.
Among the problems were that several municipalities
never received the evacuation order, others received
the orders late, and Lancaster County failed to oper-
ate a decontamination and relocation center.

WhaV guarantees exist to prevent this type of per-
formance from occurring during an actual evacu-
ation?
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Powerful few
dictate morals

EDITOR:

SO, THE U.S. Supreme Court
has voted 8-1 in favor of restart
of TMI's (as yet) undamaged
Unit | reactor (give them time).
How ironic that the members of
the Supreme Court should be
called Justices. A spokesperson
for TMI Alert started that this is
a sad commentary for democra-
cy. How true. The issue of re-
start was brought before the
voting public who responded
with a resounding NO. So much
for majority rule. So much for
government of the people, by
the people, and for the people.

I am also alarmed by the
growing trend in this country
toward censorship and the re-
striction of personal freedoms.
The president wants an end to
abortion. Certain movers and
shakers in the government are
demanding labeling of record al-,
bums and tapes for what they
deem to be violent and/or sexur*
ally explicit song lyrics. Can-
book burning be far behind?
Rev. Jerry Falwell, a friend of
the president, wants commu-.
nisls in America to wear their*.-
beliefs on their foreheads so that
they can be easily recognized.
What comes next — should we
round them up and put them In
camps so that we can keep an
eye on them? This is America,

after all. Surely a small number

of communist party members is
the lesser of the two evils

It is said that true commu-

nism. in the spirit of Karl Marx,
does not exist. Neither, then,

does true democracy exist, at

least not in this country. The
TMI controversy, the trend
toward censorship and the re-
striction of rights and privileges,
are all in direct opposition to the
Constitution and the Bill of
Rights. Apparently we must
once again, as our forefathers
did so many years ago. fight for
the personal freedoms in which
they believed and for which
they died. If we do not, the foun-
dation upon which this nation
was built will cease to exist. Be
they right or wrong. Americans
must not allow their morals to
be dictated to them by the gov-
ernment. and never again must
tens of thousands of us allow our
voices to be stilled by a mere
handful of Individuals over
whom we are not permitted any
control.

-Mindy K. Yoat,

Middletown

Countdown

EDITOR:

THE ACCIDENT al TMI hap-
pened March 28. 1979: 3/28. the
87th day of the year; 278 days
left. The atomic weight for Ura-
nium is 238.

They started up Unit 1 on

. Oet. 3, 2,381 days after the acei-
dent: 6 years, 6 months and 6
days. That number is In the

Bible, Book of Revelation, Chap-
ler 13.J8. page 1388 In my Bible,
Saturday, Oct. 5. Is the 278th
day of the year. There are 87
calendar days left. Octo in Latin
means eight.

Thought you’d want to
know.

| count. But what Is more im-

portant than counting is think-
ing, and | just love to think.
—Rosemarie R. Madara,
Harrisburg
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No democracy
EDITOR:

NOW THAT the Supreme
Court has refused to atop the re-
start of TMI Unit |, we have the
answer for which we have been
waiting.

We live not In a democracy,
where the will of the people pre-
vails, but In an oligarchy, where
power Is vested in a few In a
dominant class or clique.

—A.L. Chapman, MD.,
Wormleysburg

Official chided about delay

By Christopher Quinn

Patriot-News

LANCASTER — Area resi-
dents seeking a state Health De-
partment cancer survey involving
Three Mile Island should not have
needed to picket the governor’s
mansion to get it.

That was the view of Joel
Roth, a member of the Three Mile
Island Citizens Advisory Panel on
the Cleanup of Unit 2, who last
night chided state Secretary of
Health H. Arnold Muller for his de-

partment’s failure to answer resi-
dents’ requests for the study,
which was released last month.

Roth said the department re-
sponded only after people picketed
Gov. Dick Thornburgh’s house for
three days and asked state Sen.
John Shumaker. R-Grantville. to
intervene.

Muller, who attended last
night’s advisory panel meeting at
the Public Safety Building here to
explain the study, said results
were released late because his de-
partment was rewriting and clan-

lying them. The study found the
rates of cancer and of deaths
caused by cancer within five and
10 miles of TMI to be no higher
than normal.

The state conducted the study
to determine if cancer rates in-
creased around TMI after a 1979
accident crippled one of two reac-
tors.

"It just seems that after 6*4
years, the Department of Health
might have been a little more re-

was released, th*department’s at-
titude was. "Whlid it, we stand by
it, there's no r/ason to discuss it,”
Roth said. ’

Department spokesman Bill
Lindeberg said he answered by
telephone or letter all questions
about the delayed release of the
study/

The study has come under fire
sioce Oct. 6 editions of the Sunday
Patriot-News reported the state
Atay have.diluted its results By in-

sponsive” to residents’ questions, y eluding residents from outside its
said Roth. Even after the study/ studv area

Statisticians and epidemiolo-
gists contacted by the paper said
the stale should have noted in its
study that 28,610 people from out-
side a five-mile radius of TMI were
included in five-mile study, and
122,000 from outside the 10-mile
radius were included in the larger
study.

Roth questioned Muller's de-
scription of the study as "scientif-
ic" because the state failed to note
the diluted sample. Health Depart-
ment officials have said they
thought most people knew of the

response on TMI

dilution, which was necessary be-
cause remaining inside the bound-
aries would be impossible. Instead,
the state surveyed residents
throughout every municipality
within the study areas, even If
parts of the municipalities were
outside the areas.

Health Department officials
told the Sunday Patriot-News they
meant to include a footnote on the
dilution.

“"Why did it take a month, and

See TMI—Page A2

From Page Al

why was it not brought out by
your department rather than the
press?" Roth asked Muller.

The state's study critiqued an
earlier study, conducted by Mar-
jorie M. Aamodt with the assist-
ance of local residents, that found
high cancer rates near TMI.

Muller said the local study was
biased because many people were
not interviewed who should have
been, age and sex factors were not
taken Into consideration, some res-
idents contracted cancer before
the accident, and the areas selected

1 night demanded to see the first and
scientific version of the results,
but Muller said it no longer exists.

"We have been charged with
selectivity” in ihe Aamodt study,
said Jane Lee, who worked on the
Aamodt survey. She Said if the
state refuses to turn over its data,
"your study isn’t worth any more
than ours.”

Muller said such data as names
and addresses of people studied are
confidential and cannot be re-
leased.

Panel Chairman Arthur Morris
said Aamodt will attend the No-
vember meeting.
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Third leak found at TMI

Associated Press

A third minor leak on the non-nuclear side of the Three Mile
Island Unit | reactor has forced a reduction in the reactor’s power, a
TMI spokesman said yesterday.

The reactor, which had been up to 40 percent of full power, was
scaled back to 6 percent overnight after a leak was found In a drain
line off the steam system that drives the plant's power-producing
turbines, spokesman Doug Bedell said.
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TMI raises power of Unit 1
to 48 percent after testing

Three Mlle Island's Unit I will be operating at 48 percent power
and kicking.out 377 megawatts of electricity for the next 30 days if
all goes as expected.

Operators took the reactor up to 48 percent early yesterday after
what TMI spokesmen call a "successful" two-day reactor trip test
begun Monday. The test demonstrated “"the operability of plant

were known to have high cancer
rates.

Some of the residents who
helped conduct the Aamodt study
attended last night's meeting and
attacked Muller's critique. They
challenged Muller to release raw
data supporting the department's
survey.

Muller said results for the
study were first written in scien-
tific form but revised numerous
times until they were understand-
able for lavmen. Residents last
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Last week, there were two leaks on a one-inch steam line.

The latest leak, spotted by an auxiliary plant operator at 1:50
a.m., was in a weld placed on a new section of one-inch pipe that
carries condensate from the steam before it reaches the turbines.

Bedell said.

He said plant officials were working on repairs but did not know

when they would be done.

Officials are putting the reactor through a three-month series of
tests that will lead to resumption of full-scale operations.

Bedell noted technicians were unable to test the turbine and
steam lines before the reactor was turned back on this month.

unit.

components" and the ability of personnel to safely shut down the

During the shutdown, technicians fixed two leaks in steam tubes
in the unit’s non-nuclear system, said spokeswoman Lisa Robinson.

Unit | was restarted three weeks ago for the first time since the

accident at Unit 2 in March 1979.

After the trip test, workers created a self-sustaining nuclear

reaction at 6 p.m. Wednesday and increased power to 48 percent
seven hours later, Robinson said.

During the next month, operators will receive additional train-
ing and operating experience, Robinson said.

The reactor can be taken above the 48 percent plateau only after
utility operator GPU Nubear Oorp. receives approval from the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, which is monitoring the three-month
power escalation to 100 percent.

Fop state court overturns TMI protest case ruling

By Mary Warner
Patriot-News

The state Supreme Court has overturned a ruling
that allowed nine demonstrators arrested at Three
Mile Island to turn their trial last year into a forum for
criticism of the nuclear power plant

A Dauphin County Court jury convicted the dem-
onstrators in August 19,s4 of obstructing a public
passage. But the jurors called a news conference after
the trial to say they were impressed by the defend-
ants' ex’pert witnesses and joined the defendants in
opposing restart of the Londonderry Twp. facility.

The recent Supreme Court ruling does not affect
the case of the nine demonstrators, but it appears to
preclude the possibility of similar trials in the future.

In a unanimous opinion, the justices disagreed

with a Superior Court ruling that demonstrators ar-
rested for trespassing at a Beaver County nuclear
plant could argue in court that they were legally
justified — and present expert testimony to try to
prove it.

The Superior Court ruling, in January 1984.
cleared the way for the TMI demonstrators to argue
sexen months later that they were justified in block-
ing a road at the plant, because of the danger posed by
restart.

They presented expert witnesses who criticized
the plant s design and warned of health hazards from
low-level radiation

Five other restart foes arrested in another demon-
stration and charged with only a summary offense
were acquitted by District Justice William Heckman
in June 1984 after they argued they were justified by

the danger of restart.

Those cases also are unaffected by the Supreme
Court ruling. It would be double jeopardy to retry
someone acquitted while the Superior Court ruling
was in effect, said Dauphin County District Attorney
Richard Lewis.

Pennsylvania law says defendants are justified in
breaking the law — and therefore innocent — if they
had good reason to believe it was necessary to pre-
sent greater harm than they caused

But judges can forbid that line of defense if they
find that the evidence — even If a jury believed it —
would not satisfy the law on justification

In the Beaver County case, the Supreme Court
said, the judge was right to forbid the trespassers at
the Shippingport Power Plant to present a justifica-
tion defense.

"Even il low-level radiation and nuclear waste
were emanating from the . .. plant we do not find
this to be the type of danger classified as an emergen-
cy sufficient to justify criminal activity." the court
said in a unanimous opinion.

In addition, the court said, the trespassers must
have known (hat their demonstration would not stop
the plant operations. "Their act of criminal trespass
was a deliberate and calculated choice, not an act that
was urgently necessary to avoid a clear and imminent
danger.” said the court.

I he stair high court is also considering an appeal
of a similar Superior Court ruling in a famous 1981
Montgomery County case. In that case, Daniel and
Philip Berrigan and six other defendants entered a
General Electric plant in King of Prussia in a protest
against nuclear weaponry.
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People's voice
clear on TMI

EDITOR:

THIS LETTER is in response
to "Bud” Wirtz and his "like-
minded colleagues,” who claim
that the TMI vote was worth-
less. | would like to inform them
that whether you call It a “non-
binding referendum” or a “bind-
ing representative vote,” does
not change the results nor their
meaning. Cali it "opinion" or
“yote," it denotes a statistical
representation of the general
population, in this case the citi-
zens and people of the central
Pennsylvania area affected by
TMI. The difference between
the two is that a vote leads to
definite action, while an opinion
can be disregarded and has no
power. In fact, that is exactly
why it was a non-binding refer-
endum, had it been a binding
vote, TMI would have been shut-
down permanently. The politi-
cians, NRC, and GPU corporate
bedfellows knew that, so they
called a non-binding referendum
vote to appease the people and
conduct a farcical "exercise of
democracy." That's why I didn't
vote, which cancels out Mr.
Wirtz’s non-vote).

What makes Mr. Wirtz think
that a "radically different out-
come” would have occurred if
the “referendum had been taken
seriously by citizens on both
sides of the issue." Statistically,

1985

been there. Common sense will
tell you that if you add radioac-
tivity to the already existing ra-
dioactivity, you’ll have more
than what you started with. So,
after a release it's always above
background radiation, whether
it'’s detected or not. And no one
knows what is the safe limit of

radiation exposure, if there is K
one.

The fact is that generating
electricity via nuclear power is
big bucks, which takes preced- c
ence and wins out over the
health of the exposed people of Znt
this area, "nothing more and u
nothing less." So much for
statistics and democracy. to

The fact is that only a bind-
ing referendum vote will put
this issue to rest, and give the
people of this area peace of mind
permanently. If GPU and it's
sympathizers are so confident
that the people in this area want
the plant operating they
shouldn’t avoid such a vote. In
fact they would welcome it. So,
I offer them a challenge. Let's
wait and see what their response
is, for that will surely be “noth-
ing ... further from the truth!"

—Carmen La Rosa,
Harrisburg

TMI fallout

LDITOR:

IT IS my belief as well as
most of the scientific communi-
ty that we will not know how
many lives will be affected by
the radiation fall-out created by
the March 1979 accident at
Three Mile Island.

If we are looking at the dol-
lars-and-cents issue, what about
the costs of dismantling a nucle-
ar plant? The Shippingport plant
is now ready to be shutdown.
They don’'t know how long it
will take. The cost of disman-
tling will be absorbed by the

. consumer and it will be costly.

The nuclear waste has to be
moved somewhere to be buried
and through populated areas.
What about nuclear waste?
We are running out of safe
places to store it! Clean water
and clean air are vital to our
(well-being. We must by all
means protect these two preci-
ous commodities. We must save
them for our children, grand-
children and future generations.
To keep polluting and killing the
air and water is reckless.
—Diane M. Baxter,
Harrisburg
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2 more ‘low’ leaks
turn up at Unit 1

Associated Press

Two more leaks have been
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the probability of non-voters pro
and con should be the same from
a given population. That fact,
plus the 67 percent against, 34
percent for, restart voting re-
sults, truly represents the will of
the majority of the people of our
area. And | would be willing to
bet that the majority of the pro-
voters and sympathizers are tied
to TMI either politically or
financially.

If we want to talk about
"misrepresentation of fact,”
let’s focus in on the constant ra-
dioactive emissions that TMI is
spewing into the surrounding
area. No matter what type,
quantity, or duration of emis-
sion, we are always being told
that it is no hazard to the public
health. We are usually told that
the detected radiation after such
a release is the same as or slight-
ly higher than "background” —
background radiation being
what would be in the environ-
ment naturally, had TMI not

TMI Unit 1
jumps to 75%
of full output

The operating level at the
Three Mile Island Unit | reactor
was increased to 75 percent of full
power over the weekend.

Operators at the Londonderry
Twp. nuclear plant gradually in-
creased the power from 48 percent
starting at 2 a.m. Saturday and it
reached the 75 percent level about
15 hours later, according to Gor-
don Tomb, spokesman for GPU
Nuclear Corp., plant operator.

Unit 1 will remain at the 75
percent mark for at least a month,
while all six shifts of operators
gain experience operating the
plant at the higher level.

Operators briefly halted the in-
crease Saturday at 60 percent to
check plant conditions and control
systems. The escalation was halted
again at 65 percent to test turbine
valves, plant officials said.

Tomb said the plant should be
ready for operation at 100 percent
power by Jan. 1, if the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission approves
the increase.

The increased output is the
highest level of power at Unit | in
6*6 years. The reactor was shut
down for refueling shortly before
the accident at the TMI Unit 2
reactor on March 29,1979. and did
not restart until Oct. 3.

The increased power means
the plant's output increased from
377 to 630 megawatts. Tomb said

found in the non-nuclear system of
the Unit | reactor at Three Mile
Island, a TMI spokesman said yes-
terday.

The leaks were detected Mon-
day night after a planned “trip
test” that temporarily shut down
the Londonderry .Twp. reactor,
spokesman Gordon<Tomb said.

He said the lefcks, inside the
containment building, released
steam and water that contained
“traces of radioactivity,” but
posed no health hazard. Some
steam containing traces of ra-
dioactivity was vented to the at-
mosphere during the reactor trip,
Tomb said.

“All operating nuclear plants
have minute releases of radioactiv-
ity during normal operation. But
these amounts are so low they are
undetectable off the site on a daily
basis." Tomb said.

One of the leaks was found in a
flange connection, and the other in
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a valve on piping coming on tne
plant's steam generator, he said.

Technicians expected to com-
plete repairs of the leaks last night
and resume a nuclear chain reac-
tion today, Tomb said.

The plant, which was at 40
percent power before the trip test,
will be brought up to 48 percent
power after approval by the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
staff.

Earlier this month, workers at
TMI-1 fixed three leaks in a line
that takes steam from a pipe com-
ing out of the reactor’s turbine
unit.

Tomb said the reactor trip test
“exercised the ability of the opera-
tors to bring the plant safely to a
shutdown position.”

TMI-1 is in the midst of a
three-month testing sequence that
will bring it to full commercial
power. The plant was closed for
6*6 years while the NRC reviewed
whether it was safe to operate af-
ter the March 1979 accident at the
adjacent Unit 2 reactor.
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TMI costs up

EDITOR:
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TMI 'marked deck'
EDITOR:

FOR WHAT purpose or rea-
son has our government deliber-
ately allowed the nuclear estab-
lishment to slowly destroy the
human species with Intolerable
levels of radioactive emissions
and to even bomb the very citi-
zens they are claiming to pro-
tect? We need no other enemy.
What we are going through Is
not supposed to happen In our
democracy — In America. We
have been betrayed by our gov-
ernments. Those responsible are
traitors.

Political promises or threats
should never be a consideration
when human llves are at risk.
Governor Thornburgh failed in
1979 to protect the people of this
Commonwealth, as did the Unit-
ed States Nuclear Regulatory
Commission. Since then — these
administrations have participat-
ed in the cover-up of the severe
rudiatlon Induced health effects
from the Three Mlle Island acci-
dent. How long does the Penn-
sylvania Department of Health
think they can get away with
hiding the truth?

Didn't you ever wonder why
a waitress and a housewife
raised the key issues before the
Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board hearings for Unit 1 restart
proceeding (the cheating by op-
erators, the health effects and
radiation symptoms, the falsifi-
cation of leak rates and the
steam tube problems)? Why?
During those hearings the state
didn't even support the inter-
venors on the leak rate falsifica-
tion issue — the very issue GPU
was found criminally guilty of In
federal court? Why? Were the
attorneys for the common-
wealth In the hearings protect-
ing the health and safety interest
of its citizens, or were they just
there — protecting the "office
of the governor"?

For six and one half years we
have been seeking answers ao-
but the TMI accident and the
health problems that have re-
aufied, oily to find maore ques-
lions needing to be answered.
The TMI accident is not over.

Democracy really doesn’t
exist in America anymore. It has

been disassembled and Is slowly
being burled, along with our
VOTE, lie by lie and Injustice on
top of injustice.

| am bitter and angry. We
believed in the system but the
dealer used a marked deck and
made up new rules whenever he
wished. The result is thousands
of pages of memory loss and half
turths and a restarted reactor.
The *“lessons have not been
learned.” Perhaps the next reac-
tor accident will happen in a
community where people won’t
let themselves be so abused. Per-
haps the doctors and attorneys
in that community will come to
the aid of its neighbors, Instead

of denying what happened.

Restart a mistake

EDITOR:

WHEN | relocated to the
Harrisburg area In May 1985,
the TMI-1 restart controversy
was nearing its peak. | did not
have a strong opinion on the is-
sue and. If anything, favored re-
start of the unit. As the restart
vote approached, and after
speaking with many opponents.
It became clear that many oppo-
nents of restart were not against
nuclear power as a concept. A
considerable percentage of peo-
ple against restart did not trust
the owners, operators, NRC or
builders of the facility.

After reading about the
problems which have occurred
since restart — leaks, venting,
worker contamination — It ap-
pears that the opponents based
their opinions on more than just
hysteria.

As usual, the releases and
small accidents have not exceed-
ed "safe” standards, but the con-
tinuing stress, whether con-
scious or subconscious, on the
surrounding population has be-

gun once again. Even if continu-
al exposure to small doses of ra-
diation are not considered

dangerous” by federal stand-
ards, the continual stress and re-
lated ailments can be measured
in human Uvea.

It appears that the unit was
. Prepared to restart. My ini-
tial opinion can be characterized
with the restart decision — a biz
mistake. 6
—Steve Socaib,

Summerdale

REGARDING Mr. G. Beane s
TMI restart letter of Nov. 6, his
logic would have us believing
that antl-TMI protestors have
threatened and held up the re-
start, thereby causing the cost of
electric to go up. Good grief,
these people had a right to pro-
test against It. I'm just happy no
one used dynamite. Itis amazing
that anyone could forget so soon
it was shady management and
workmanship that led to the ac-
cident. The people living there
had their very existence threat-
ened by the accident. Why does
he need a body count.

Why doesn’t he realize that
we came very close to (within
hours of) a meltdown. This
would have adversely affected
every human, animal, and plant
in our area within 60 or more
miles of TMI. Life would have
ceased here.

Let me ask Mr. Beane where
he would be living now and who
would have reimbursed him for
his home or job lost — the feder-
al government, the owners of
TMI? Sure! So, OK, thank God It
didn’t happen. We only got a lit-
tle “harmless" radioactive air,
right? This guy seems more

worried about protesting auto
accidents!

More correctly, | think possi-
bly the cost to clean up this nu-
clear blunder will finally come
home to TMI's management
where It belongs. They need to
come up to full productivity
with Unit One to stay In busi-
ness. They must make money
now. Unit One is already leak-
ing, according to numerous Pa-
triot-News articles, and several
small accidents have occurred.

—Ray Lockard,
Harrisburg

Funky Winkerbean

ED. MAVBE WO BETTER /THEWHITE | I TS JLferA )

GIVE THE WHITE HOOSE ACALL | HOUSE? / PRECAUTION ! /
AND TELL THEM WE'RE

READO TO START 'ER UP!

IF SOMETHING GOES WRONG,

WE DONT WANT THEM TO
THINK OUE'RE UNDER ATTACK
OR ANYTHING!

— ol thwn

Democracy lost

EDITOR:

WHETHER ANYONE died
as a result of the 1979 TMI «cd-
dent may take years to deter-
mine. What Is certain, now, Is
that democratic rule, which is an
idea, an ideal, a principle, and
the basis of our faith In democ-
racy, died In the aftermath of
that debacle.

As the Patriot-News editori-
al (TMI restart, Oct. 4) says of
the restart decision: "The rights
of citizens have been trampled
in the quest to uphold the riphts
of utilities." Since this was In-
creasingly apparent four or five
yean ago, the question Is, why
was this fact not being shouted
from the housetops by those edi-
torial writers who now belated-
ly wring their hands over the
defeat of "common man and
common sense?"

The crucial fact that, as the
editorial says. “Democratic rule
is one of the more conspicuous
victims" of the TMI affair,
should concern every politician.
For without democratic rule, a
cornerstone of democracy ltself,
citizens lose interest in voting.
And without votes, politicians
do not get elected, or reelected.

Business, too. should be con-
cerned by the full implications
of the restart of TMI. Cltlzeni
who voted better than two-to-

—Mary Stamos Osborn,
Harrisburg

big government overrule their
wishes, have lost faith In “the
system.” This lack of faith could
easily translate into a lack of
faith In business ethics, because
If people lack faith in govern-
ment and in their future, then
they will be hesitant to Invest In
long term business ventures.

Despite the fact that Ameri-
ca, once the world'’s greatest de-
mocracy, now more properly
can be called an oligarchy, our
politicians, up and down the
line, no doubt will continue In
graduation speeches to students
and In Fourth of July orations to
profess that America Is a democ-
racy. But behind their pontifical
expressions and smug compla-
cency must lie the constant wor-
ry that sometime, someone,
somewhere, In one of those audi-
ences. will rise to set the record
straight.

As the Union of Concerned
Scientists states ("Nucleus,"” fall
1985): “In the current climate,
the regulatory process frus-
trates any effective response to
the views and wishes of the citi-
zens who directly bear the con-
sequences of accidents.”

To the nagging question: "If
people don't want TMI, who
does?", must now be added the
equally penetrating question. In
the words of the Bible: “For
what shall It profit a man, If he
shall gain the whole world, and
lose his soul?" (Mark 8:36).

If the price of TMI restart Is
a loss of faith In democracy,
then that price is one that this
country cannot afford.

—John H. Murdoch,
Camp HUI

TMI safe?

EDITOR:

I AM “up to here" with all
the "say-nothing” newsprint de-
voted to the GPU-TMIA contro-
versy.

Today (Oct. 10) was a classic
case in point. Now that | have
read the report as published In
the paper about the state Health
Department study and the
Aamodt study — what do 1
know about TMI and cancer for
sure? Nothing! Objective truth,
real, meaningful statistical sig-
nificance, if there Is any, pro or
con is now “down the tubes.”
Does the paper provide enough
evidence to interpret either
side’s results objectively? No.
Does the Patriot attempt to pro-
vide another interpretation
backed by any authority — of
course not!

By now everyone should
know three things which | be-
lieve can be demonstrably
shown to be beyond doubt:

1. Sooner or later, unless
there are dramatic changes In
population growth, we will need
nuke power. It won't get cheap-
er, etc.

2. The people who build
nuke plants and the people who
manage them care more for the
"buck" than any needs of the
people or sense of altruism about
their safety.

3. The obstructionists won’t
listen to any nuke alternatives
— they are dead set against
nuke in any form, any time, any-
where.

| was looking to the paper
for help in seeing beyond this
battle of words. The antagonists
are always careful never to
come out in print directly con-
tradicting one another. Experts
abound who can justify either
side.

Can we get a dispassionate
appraisal of Aamodt and state
studies from a third party?

—William Bolza,
Harrisburg
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Injury claims against TMI’s owners exceed 1,500

A suit on behalf of 13 people
and three estates brings to more
than 1,500 the number of personal
injury claims in Dauphin County
Court against the owners of Three
Mile Island.

Since February, more than 890
claims have been filed in county
court by people with cancer, anxi-
ety and other ailments — or by the
estates of people who have died
since the 1979 accident at the Lon-
donderry Two. nuclear plant.
More than 600 additional claims
have been filed by the parents and
spouses of those people

The plaintiffs say the accident
caused emotional distress and ex-
posed them to radiation that in-
creased their risk of cancer and
other serious illnesses.

The defendants are General
Public Utilities Corp., owner of the
plant; its subsidiaries Metropolitan
Edison Co., Jersey Central Power
& Light Co.* and Pennsylvania
Electric Co.; pldnt designer Bab-
cock and Wilcox Co.; its parent
company J. Ray McDermott & Co.;
engineer Burns & Roe Inc.; and Ca-
talytic Inc., a subcontractor at
TMI.

GPU maintains that not
enough radiation escaped during
the accident to harm anyone, and
health studies conducted since the
accident have not turned up radia-
tion-related problems. Put TMI
critics have attacked the studies;
more are under way.

Plaintiffs, their current ad-
dresses.and their injuries as de-
scribed in the suit filed yesterday
are:

ChriMine M Brown o» Steelton, cyitk,
endometrioii* end bowel blockage.

Mary u. and Waiter I. Glassmover Jr.
of Hershey He suffered bladder cancer.

Barbara Magill of Steelton, executor

the estates of Frank Kiron, who had

lung cancar and died in July, and Marga-
ret L Kiren, who had breast and bone
cancer and died in September 19«4

Myrtle C Dobson of Steelton, admin-
istrator of the estate of Ivester Dobson, J
who had kidney and heart disorders and
died in August 1950

Evelyn Shumaker of Harrisburg, who
suffered a cerebral hemorrhage and
cancer of the colon and lymph nodes.

William L. Potts Jr. ol Steelton, who
suffered colon tumors.

Gerald L. and Louella E. Elsner, par-
ents of Christine M Eisner, who suffered
multiple birth defects, including' ab-
sence of thumbs, club hands, a hip dislo-
cation. split cervical vertebrae and oth-

Dorothy McElwain of Lykens, can-
cerous tumor of the eye

Mary E and Charles Zeigler of Camp
H 'l Sne suffered macrocytic amnesia,
high blood pressure and other ailments.

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking
Causes Lung Cancer. Heart Oisease.
Emphysema. And May Complicate Pregnancy.
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Midstate
in brief

Tirst samples of TMI concrete taken

A robot-like vehicle has obtained the tint aamples of concrete from
the.basement of the containment bulldint at the damaged Three Mile
Island Unit 2 reactor.

Plant operator GPU Nuclear laid the samples were taken Tuesday
from Interior concrete walls which were contaminated In the March 1979

accident

The samples will be analysed at the site lo determine the depth of
contamination In the walls. The Information will be used In planning the
decontamination of the basement. GPU Nuclear said.

The sampling was done by a robot-like vehicle rather than by work-
ers because of high radiation levels in the basement. GPU Nuclear said.
The samples were taken at heights of approximately two feet and eight
feet above the basement floor.
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Cleanup to start this week

|,000 participate in TMI-1
J-hour simulated accident

By Michael Sullivan
Patriot-News

Officials at Three Mile Island
and from government agencies
tested their emergency responses
during a simulated accident at the
nuclear plant’s Unit | reactor yes-
terday.

The accident scenario called
(or a simulated evacuation of
267,000 area residents after a re-
ported release of radioactivity
from the plant in Londonderry
TUp-

john Comey, spokesman for
the Pennsylvania Emergency Man-
agement Agency, said at Jeast
1,000 fire, ambulance, police and

Cross personnel participated
iq the seven-hour drill.

* About 335 TMI workers were
pjayers in the exercise, while a
separate company crew staffed
the Unit 1 reactor, according to
Robert Long, vice president and
director of emergency manage-
ment. The Unit | reactor produced
electricity at 48 percent of its ca-
pacity throughout the day.

t Observers from the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, federal
Emergency Management Agency
aid PEMA will evaluate the per-

It was the first drill at the reac-
tor since 1983. The Unit | reactor
was restarted Oct. 3 for the first
time since the March 1979 nuclear
accident at its Unit 2 sister reactor.

One real accident occurred
during the exercise when an auxi-
liary operator participating in the
drill slipped on a wet floor and In-
jured his toe, according to Lisa
Robinson, a spokeswoman for
GPU Nuclear Corp., the plant's op-
erator. The unidentified worker
was treated by his private physi-
cian.

Plant officials said the scenario
was an unlikely combination of
events that culminated in a release
of radioactive steam through a
stuck valve in the reactor building.

“From a realistic point of view
of the power plant, we would have
to go through an extremely unlike-
ly process.” Long said.

The drill began at 2:38 p.m. af-
ter plant officials declared an ““‘un-
usual event,” the lowest of four
emergency categories at nuclear
plants. Officials responded to a se-
ries of mock emergencies at the
plant, including a severe drop in
the Susquehanna River water
level, an injured worker, a radioac-
tive steam leak and damage to the

on Unit 2’s nuclear debris

By Frank Lynch
Patriot-News

The nuclear rubble created by the
1979 accident at Thfee Mile Island will
be cleaned from the Unit 2 reactor be-
ginning this week.

Standing on a 6-inch-thick rotating
steel platform, workers will use long-
handled tools to remove the rubble at
least 20 feet below them in the water-
covered reactor core.

The defueling, a technically chal-
lenging procedure in the $1 billion
cleanup, will last 16 to 18 months.

Franklin R. Standerfer, vice presi-
dent and director of Unit 2 for plant
owner GPU Nuclear, said the procedure
poses no threat to public health.

Standerfer said the defueling, which
“will occur in phased, deliberate fash-
ion,” begins with equipment testing and

manipulation of large debris chunks on
top of the reactor core.

In the March 1979 accident, the reac-
tor lost vital cooling water causing nu-
clear fuel and core components to melt.
Officials estimate about 100 tons of ura-
nium dioxide fuel and 50 tons of core
equipment are still inside the reactor
vessel.

The fuel is prevented from "going
critical” by boron, a chemical in the
reactor's water that acts as a “nuclear
poison.”

Plant spokesman Gordon Tomb said
the core once stood 12 feet high in rows
of 177 fuel assemblies. Now nearly all of
the top 5 feet of the core has collapsed
into a bed of rubble about 3 feet deep.

Officials are not sure what the core
looks like below that, although a sub-
stantial amount of core material —
about 20 tons of it — has sifted to the

formance of participants.

In addition to some fuel assemblies
that are partially intact, officials said the
size of the debris varies, from as small as
a grain of sand to chunks as large as
baseballs.

Five-man defueling crews, who will
be shielded from the core by about 20
feet of water and a 6-inch-thick steel
platform, will use the long-handled
tools, remote vacuuming equipment and
a television viewing system to load the
canisters underwater.

Some of the debris will have to be
cut or broken so it can be fitted into the
canisters. Tools attached to the long
handles include saws, chisels and buck-
ets and remotely operated bolt cutters,
scoops and claws.

After the canisters are filled, they
will be taken to an underwater storage
area nearby. Later they will be sealed In
shipping casks so they can be transport-

reactor core.

ed to a government research facility tor
study.

Standerfer said the first shipment of
TMI rubble will leave the plant in the
spring.

Meanwhile, another cleanup official
said today that radiation exposures to
workers at TMI-2 “have been kept quite
low."”

James Hildebrant, director of radio-
logical control, said the number of per-
son-rems (a measurement of radiation
exposure to humans) so far this year Is
544 for cleanup workers. He said that
contrasts with an average of 800 person-
rems a year for a nuclear plant in normal
operations.

Since the accident in 1979, TMI-2
employees have received 2,634 person-
rems, while workers at most plants sus-
tain 5,400 person-rems over the same
period. He said the figures “are lower
than most people realize or appreciate.”

GPU denial

By Mick Rood
nCinit Pntriot-Xrms
““WASHINGTON — A S64.000

fine levied against the operator of
TJ-irce Mile Island has become an
4M, but still controversial S64.000
Question.

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission staff had proposed the fine
agiinst GPU Nuclear Corp, for the
itompany's alleged harassment of
Richard D. Parks, once a senior en-
gineer on the Three Mile Island
Unit 2 cleanup project.

The fine was announced in
August, almost 2*2 years after
Parks held a national news confer-
ence in March 1983 to say GPU
Nuclear was bypassing safety pro-
cedures in the cleanup operation.

The harassment violation was
the second most serious citation
the NRC can issue against a utility
from among five grades of severi-

ty-

NOW, AFTER being granted
more than a month's delay to re-
spond. the utility denies that the
manner in which Parks was han-
dled was anything other than
sound management practice.

If the NftC Office of Inspection
and Enforcement Insists on the
fine, GPU Nuclear can demand a
hearing.

“GPU Nuclear believes that
Mr. Parks was not retaliated
against for having raised safety
concerns,” the utility said in an
Oct. 21 response to the NRC. "The
investigations confirm that man-
agement actions with regard to
Mr. Parks were responsible, ap-
propriate, and do not constitute re-

bottom of the reactor vessel.

Svndoy
Richard D. Parks
Alleged cleanup shortcuts

taliation.”

After Parks took his safety
complaints to the NRC and held
the news conference, he was sus-
pended with pay. A U.S. Labor De-
partment review found that Parks
was subjected to “harassment and
intimidation" in violation of NRC
non-discrimination regulations.

PARKS' FORMER employer,
Bechtel North American Power
Corp., then the lead cleanup con-
tractor at TMI, settled with Parks
by arranging a job for him else-
where in the company in Califor-
nia. Bechtel fired Parks shortly
thereafter.

Parks later held another nucle-
ar industry job Tor five months and
was fired without cause, he said.
He is unemployed now and living
in California.

“Their [GPU Nuclear] com-
plete denial didn't surprise me,"
Parks said in an interview last
week. “They have managed to get
the NRC to play along with them

before, and they're trying It
again.”

Parks said that while the NRC
Office of Investigations had relied
heavily on the Labor Department’s
upholding of his harassment
charges, the investigators also
confirmed points made by the La-
bor Department. The sequence of
events was hard to dismiss, he
said.

“EVERYBODY [at TMI] was
completely happy with me until’l
opened my mouth,” Parks said.

The utility dimissed the Labor
Department’s finding of retaliation
against Parks as “preliminary and
cursory, not necessarily reliable
and simply incorrect.” Its point-
by-point rebuttal included:

Parks’ removal from a
cleanup site group overseeing op-
eration of the polar crane at Unit 2,
later to remove heavy debris inside
the reactor, was simply to balance
membership in the group (Test
Working Group) between various
cleanup departments. Parks claims
he was removed in late February
1983 after he began objecting to
the adequacy of tests on the polar
crane before it was used.

Also in February 1983, GPU
Nuclear said its own consultant's
probe of the Parks case found that
at a meeting with Bechtel supervi-
sors about the situation. Parks was
not “improperly questioned or in-
timidated.”

The utility said Parks was
later reappointed to the Test
Working Group, but removed
again at his own request.

Finally, the company claims
that Parks was suspended with

pay after the engineer’s news con-
ference because, In addition to
making safety allegations, he
made “inflammatory personal at-
tacks" and “created a poisonous
atmosphere" at the TMI site.

In a parallel and even slower-
moving investigation, the Inspec-

tion and Enforcement Office is still
considering whether to upgrade a
non-fine reprimand of GPU Nucle-
ar for the safety procedure viola-
tions raised by Parks and two
other site engineers.

NRC staff member Herzel H.E.
Plaine wrote Parks in November
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By 8 p.m. the mock accident
was declared a “general emergen-
cy,” the highest emergency cate-
gory, and PEMA officials went
through the motions of evacuating
a 10-mile radius of the plant.

The mock emergency ended
about 8:45 p.m. when workers
closed the stuck valve and halted
the release of radioactivity.

The scenario called for a more
severe accident than that at Unit 2
In 1979 and was designed to be
completed within a single day.

“There is a compression of
time here in order to utilize the
resources, especially of the local
emergency personnel,” said
Comey.

The mock emergency included
simulated evacuations by some
area schools in Dauphin, Cumber-
land, Lancaster, Lebanon and
York counties earlier in the day.
Those drills were held about 8:45
a.m. to accommodate class sched-
ules.

of alleged harassment raises old question

1984 that the NRC staff had con-
cluded — after months of ulffer-
ences of opinion — that there was
“evidence of a deliberate circum-
vention of [cleanup] administra-
tive procedures.” The NRC, Plaine
said, would consider revising its
penalty.

Belt buckle lifts TMI -1 power

United Press International

A worker at Three Mile Island caught his belt buckle on a switch
in the control room of TMI’s Unit 1 nuclear reactor, briefly increas-
ing the power of the unit’s turbine above the current federal limit,
plant operator GPU Nuclear Corp, said yesterday.

The incident, which boosted the power of the electricity-pro-
ducing turbine from 48 percent of capacity to 53 percent, occurred
Tuesday at the Londonderry Twp. plant, GPU Nuclear spokesman
Douglas H. Bedell said.

"It [the jump in power] was immediately signaled to the opera-
tors and corrected.” Bedel! said. "It was not a serious incident. The
whole incident took about a minute."”

Unit | was restarted Oct. 3. It had been idle since its twin was
wrecked on March 28. 1979. in a near-meltdown, the nation’s worst
commercial nuclear power accident.

As part of the restart plan approved by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, the plant is in a monthlong holding point at 48 percent
of operating capacity.

TMI Alert Inc., an anti-nuclear group, disclosed the buckle inci-
dent in a news release detailing a number of what it called serious
incidents at TMI since the restart.

Bedell said the temporary turbine power increase was one of 11
minor incidents listed in weekly operation reports by the NRC and

health of the workers and the public.

the plant. He said none of the 11 incidents posed a threat to the 4

"Our view is that these were all minor — typical in operating
nuclear plants or, indeed, any plant of our size,” Bedell said.
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N-finn likes
man fired
from TMI

Cheating incident
prompted dismissal

By Jeff Barker
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More than
four years after his dismissal at
Three’ Mile Island because of a
cheating incident, a nuclear indus-
try instructor is doing an “out-
standing” job In Maryland.

A Nuclear Regulatory’ Com-
mission special master found in
April 1$82 that Gregory Hitz of
Elizabethtown, Pa., engaged in "a
pattern of cheating” on operator
licensing examinations required
by the NRC. The report said he had
been fired in August 1981.

Today. Hi.tz, who nvas never
criminally prosecuted4’heads a de-
partment of 20 people at General
Physics Corp, of Columbia, Md.
The firm provides training and en-
gineering services to the power
and defense industries. Hitz in-
structs operators and technicians
on pressurized water reactors, and
develops course training material.

Hitz’s continued employment
in the nuclear industry was the
subject of a letter last week by
Rep. Edward Markey. D-Mass., to
NRC Chairman Nunzio Palladino.
Markey asked that Palladino con-
sider the propriety of Hitz's work-
ing for General Physics. He asked
the commission whether it had
management integrity standards
for firms doing work for the NRC
or its licensed utilities.

The NRC is preparing a re-
sponse, spokeswoman Susan
Gagner said.

Hitz was identified only as “O"
in the special master's report,
which said he allowed an unidenti-
fied co-worker, referred to as
"W," to copy examination an-
swers on several occasions.

Speaking on condition that
their names not be used, an official
of General Physics and an attorney
who cooperated with the special

master’s investigation confirmed
that Hitz was "O." They declined
to identify “W."

+‘O and W both engaged in a
pattern of cheating over a period
of time," the report said. "They
also conspired to cheat, by agree-
ing to do so before examinations
were given."

\ The report said Hitz “still fails
ter recognize the character of his
acts."

Reached at General Physics
yesterday, Hitz declined to com-
ment, saying, "It may just compli-
cate the matter.”

Last year, former TMI opera-
tions Supervisor James Floyd was
indicted on charges of cheating on
a licensing test. He was convicted,
then sentenced In March to 2
years' probation and ordered to
pay a $2,000 fine.

+ General Physics was aware of
the accusations about Hitz when it
hired him in March 1982, but had
not yet seen the special master's
report, said Jay Whitney, vice
president and chief administrative,
officer.

« "We obviously believe that it
was not improper for us to hire
him and it was not improper for
him to continue to work in the nu-
clear Industry,” Whitney said.

“l mean, the man was never
Indicted for what he did: he was
never convicted for what he did.
To say that he is going to be pun-
ished by not being permitted to
work in an area that he is trained
to work in, based upon some sort

. of procfeeding which we were not

a party to, that would in fact be
improper.”

Whitney said Hitz’s record in

the industry is "outstanding.” He
said Hitz "admitted to us when we
hired him that he made a mistake.
He believed he had learned his les-
son.".
1 The integrity of the manage-
ment of Three Mlle Island was an
issue during hearings Into whether
the undamaged Unit | reactor at
the plant near Middletown, Pa.,
would be permitted by the NRC to
restart.

; Unit 1, which began operating
again last month, had been closed
fop refueling at the time of the
March 1979 accident that crippled
its twin, Unit 2.

Opponents of the restart had
argued that Floyd's conviction and
accusations of cheating by other
operators raised questions about
the operator training procedure at
the plant.

1In August, Markey charged
that General Physics had coached
employees of the Oyster Creek nu-
clear plant in New Jersey on vari-
ous ploys designed to help them
“put one over on the federal gov-
ernment.” He said a two-day train-
ing course in November 1983
appeared to advise the workers on
general methods of evading the in-
tent of NRC regulations.

- Oyster Creek is operated by
General Public Utilities Corp.,
which also owns Three Mile Is-
land.

« After an investigation, Palladi-
notold Markey that the objection-
able course material was no longer
being used by peneral Physics.
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Panel discusses TMI water disposal

By Mick Rood

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Whst way be the
scientifically simplest nuclear waste disposal
task at Three Mile Island remains unad-
dressed:

How should GPU Nuclear Corp, get rid of
the 860,000 gallons of almost wholly decon-
taminated wastewater from the TMI Unit 2
accident?

The water has been stored on site at the
Pennsylvania facility since it was treated
three years ago.

The subject came up yesterday at a meet-
ing of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's
Advisory Panel on the Decontamination of
TMI Unit 2.

Arthur E. Morris, mayor of Lancaster,
Pa., who chairs the advisory panel, and Lan-
caster resident Thomas Smithgall said the
group wants to explore water disposal op-
tions.

But William Travers, director of the
NRC'’s Unit 2 cleanup office, said GPU Nucle-
ar won’t make a proposal on the matter until
next year and probably won’t act on It before
1987.

The utility would prefer to release the
water into the Susquehanna River.

NRC technical staff members have said
in the past that dumping it would leave ra-
dioactive traces in the river well below fed-
eral safety guidelines.

Joanne Doroshow Is a former
Harrisburg resident who has been
involved in Three Mlle Island liti-
gation since 1981. She is currently
a staff attorney at the Christie In-
stitute, a Washington-based public
interest law firm.

have done more

HAVING REPRESENTED Three Mile Island Alert
and various officials In the TMI-1 restart case since
19X1. | have worked with a large number of elected
representatives opposing TMI-I's restart, and | have
watched closely their Influence over the course of the
restart case.

After reading the Patriot’s editorial of Oct. 8,
"Misguided protest — Anti-TMI activists lash out at
ihf wrong target,” | realized that there is a story here
which needs to be told. It concerns Governor Thorn-
burgh's involvement in the TMI-1 restart Issue.

| am afraid that Governor Thornburgh, clever pol-
tician that he is, has duped the public on this one. |
«ay this because until mid-1984, the governor's in-
volvement in the TMI-1 restart case was flat-out de-
structive. After mid-1984, his involvement was sim-
ply too little, too late — and clearly calculated to be
1, for whatever reason.

The NRC's restart hearings took place at various
imes from 1980 through 1985/Throughout these
icarings, the governor seemed to actively prevent his
ittorneys from effectively participating litsome of
he most serious issues being litigated.

AS TO ISSUES, the governor allowed his attor-
vys to litigate, the commonwealth's involvement in
In- hearing process ranged from hardly noticeable to
+ siructive. One of the most egregious examples con-
+ rued post-accident cheating at TMI-1.

In early June, 1983, when reports indicated that
«if commissioners were rushing toward a restart
otr. the governor struck a deal with GPU and the
sunmonwealth simply dropped its appeal of the Li-
1 lining Board decision which supported restart de-
?itr widespread cheating and wrongdoing at TMI-1.

The promises the governor obtained in exchange
+re virtually meaningless. The governor's press

statements Indicated his pleasure at GPU’s positive
efforts. And the message to the NRC was clear: go
ahead and vote.

This "cheating deal" was similar to one negotiat-
ed publicly on certain emergency planning issues.,
and one apparently struck secretly on the safety of
steam generator repairs pt TMI-1.

All this aside, the question remains: Did the gover-
nor do everything he could to obtain the management
hearings he was publicly calling for in the last year or
s0? | think the answer is clearly no.

The NRC may be an Independent federal agency
in name, but it is controlled by and clearly responds to
the policy direction of the White House. In 1984,
Governor Thorftburgh was responsible for delivering
the Pennsylvania vote to Ronald Reagan. If Thorn-
burgh were really serious about this, a simple meet-
ing with the White House, maybe even a phone call,
would have ended the matter right there.

FOCUSING strictly on the legal case, the gover-
nor could have done more. NRG law is arcane. The
governor's lawyers did the best they could under the
circumstances. But if the governor were serious about
the court suit, he clearly could -have hired outside
counsel with special expertise in this area, as other
governments have done in similar situations.

If the governor really wanted hearing's on GPU’s
character and competence, he could be calling on the
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission to hold those
very hearings.

Quite simply, his recent public appearances may
have sounded good, but they were never effectively
backed up. And don't think the NRC didn!t notice.

Thornburgh did the minimum necessary to ensure
a favorable public image, and make no mistake — he
got exactly what he tried for.

But central Pennsylvania residents, espe-

cial!” those downstream from the TMI plant
that is In Londonderry Twp., raised a furor
and went to federal court.

The NRC agreed several years ago not to

approve a disposal method without making
the decision itself and holding a public hear-
in

g.
Further, U.S. Rep. Robert Walker, R-

East Petersburg, has annually attached an
amendment to the Energy Department's TMI
cleanup aid bill to prevent dumping of the

Unit 2 water. Walker made the claim In 1981

that his amendment “effectively stops any-
one from dumping that water, ever, In my
opinion."”

Discussion at yesterday’s meeting made
it apparent that If It weren't for public senti-
ment, the commission would have sanc-

tioned dumping years ago.

Travers reiterated four basic disposal
methods the NRC staff has discussed in the
past:

— Storing the water permanently on the
island.

— Slowly evaporating the water via
cooling towers.

— Making slabs of cement with the de-
contaminated water, airing them out and
then burying the cement off site.

— Releasing the water gradually Into the
Susquehanna.

The NRC has precluded the first option
with its policy that TMI should not become a

glic Patriot, Himitmt. PI.

Scientist to give his

permanent waste repository — even for low-
level wastes.

Travers mentioned that the 860,000 gal-
lons of water contain .02 curie of strontium,
.06 curie of cesium and 800 curies of the
much less dangerous tritium.

By comparison, Travers said, normally
operating nuclear reactors release between
500 and 1,000 curies Into rivers annually.
Panel member Thomas B. Cochran, a physi-
cist, mentioned that the larger Savannah
River plant In South Carolina is permitted to
release water containing 100,000 curies an-
nually.

Commissioner Frederick Bemthal called
the amounts of radioactivity In the TMI-2
water "minuscule.”

“l just want to be sure It's looked at,”
Chairman Morris said. "It may not be a tech-
nical answer as to health effects, but more of
a political concern and a public concern.”

Travers said the utility could “just come
in" and propose release of the water into the
river, but “obviously it's a much more sensi-
tive Issue than that.”

GPU Nuclear spokesman Douglas Bedell
confirmed yesterday that the company Is not
In a hurry to address the potentially volatile
disposal issue.

“"The process of disposing of it might be
simple, but the process of getting that ap-
proved might be very difficult. We will be
proposing something next year, but It's just
not a very high priority now," Bedell said.

impressions of TMI

A research scientist tomorrow will give his Impresstons of what

lessons have been learned from the

nuclear accident at Three Mlle Island.

Bernd Franke, senior research scientist at the Institute tor Energy and
Environmental Research, will speak at 7:15 p.m. at the Three Mlle Island
Alert Inc. meeting In the Harrisburg Friends Meetinghouse at Sixth and

Herr streets.

TMI Alert will meet at 6:15 p.m. to elect members to a Planning
Council and discuss the Radiological Monitoring Committee, formed to
examine the current monitoring system and existing problems.

Those who want additional Information can call 233.7897.
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TMI core debris

put into

Associated Press

Operators at Three Mille Island,
moving Into a long-awaited phase
of the Unit 2 cleanup, loaded the
first core debris from the damaged
reactor Into a canister, a plant
spokesman said yesterday.

Workmen using long-handled
tools placed a piece of fuel rod into
a stainless steel canister suspended
above the core, spokesman Gordon
Tomb said.

The debris and the canisters
are underwater. The operators
work from a rotating platform
built on top of the 40-foot-high
core and, with the aid of remote-
controlled television Cameras,
lower their tools through 20 feet
of water to reach and move the
debris.

Removal of the fuel damaged
in the March 1979 accident at the
Londonderry Twp. plant is expect-
ed to take 18 months.

For the time being, the canis-
ters are being kept within the
reactor vessel. Eventually they
will be moved underwater to a
pool in an adjacent building and in

canister

the spring will be loaded Into casks
and shipped to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy's Idaho National
Engineering Laboratory In Idaho
Falls for research and disposal.

The firstphase of fuel removal
started Oct. 30 when debris within
the destroyed reactor core was
moved to make room for the canis-
ters, which hang In a carousel be-
neath the work platform.

Operators will spend the next
several weeks loading chunks of
debris Into the canisters from a 3-
foot-deep bed of rubble In the up-
per portion of the reactor. Smaller
pieces will then be vacuumed.

The top 5 feet of the 12-foot-
high core collapsed Into rubble
during the 1979 accident. The core
was left without its normal shield
of cooling water and overheated.
Both uranium fuel and metal com-
ponents melted as the temperature
soared thousands of degrees above
normal.

Plant officials said they don't
know exactly the state of the core
below the rubble bed. except for
another pile of rubble at the bot-
tom of the steel reactor vessel.

Jersey aims to block
Unit 1 restart billing

United Press International

NEWARK. N.J. — The state's
public advocate filed suit yester-
day to block a move by Jersey
Central Power and Light Co. to
have its customers pay for plant
costs at the Three Mile Island nu-
clear rfeactor.

Acting Public Advocate Alfred
Slocum said that although 770,000
Jersey Central customers will ini-
tially see a | percent decrease In
their monthly bills because of re-
stored Three Mile Island power,
the long-range costs may be high-
er.

Slocum said the immediate
savings “will quickly disappear" if
the plant's No. | reactor does not
perform up to the utility’s expecta-
tions. The utility is 25 percent
owner of the Three Mile Island
plant. *

"The company is assuming
‘that nothing will go wrong," Slo-
cum said. "We want an opportuni-
ty to detail things that we believe
could very well go wrong since no
other nuclear plant has ever been
restarted after being idle for such a
long period of time/'

The reactor was shut down In
March 1979 after Its twin reactor

at the Londonderry Twp., Pa., fa-
cility was damaged in the nation's
worst commercial nuclear acci-
dent.

The Board of Public Utilities
voted Thursday to allow plant
costs to be reflected in the utility’s
permanent rates.

In an appeal filed with the Ap-
pellate Division of Superior Court
in Newark, the Department of the
Public Advocate said it was not
given adequate notice of the move.

The department also contended
it was denied due process in Its bid
to have the BPU insist on minimum
performance standards for the
Pennsylvania reactor.

Customers of the utility were
given rebates totaling $15 million
last year, but Slocum said Jersey
Central customers have paid $600
million in rate increases since
1979, including up to $280 million
in costs related to the accident.

"We believe Jersey Central
customers who have had to pay
Increasingly higher electric bills
because of the ... accident deserve
much stronger guarantees that this
nuclear plant is going to run effi-
ciently,” Slocum said.
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Generator deposits e e uman e w s
reduce TMI power

By Frank Lynch

Patriot-News

Three Mile Island officials are
studying ways to eliminate or re-
duce deposits inside the Unit |
steam generators, a condition that
is limiting the reactor to 71 per-
cent of its electrical power output.

+Discussions and evaluations
are under way now,” plant
spokesman Douglas Bedell said
yesterday. He said no decisions
had been made on how to deal
with the buildup. The deposits
consist of small amounts of rust
and other impurities.

Officials from the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission and Bab-
cock & Wilcox Co., the Virginia-
based firm that installed the TMI
generators, say the situation
doesn’t pose a hazard and is simply
an economic concern.

TMI officials say the restricted
power may be related to an inci-
dent Saturday in which a failed re-
lay switch brought the plant to an

From Page Al

woman Lisa Robinson said yester-
day.

eKarl Abraham, public affairs
officer for NRC Region 1, which
includes Pennsylvania, said NRC
inspectors on the site are staying
abreast of the situation. But he said
the NRC would assume no imme-
diztte role in the situation.

;He said the major significance
of the deposit problem is that plant
owner General Public Utilities
Corp, cannot sell as much electrici-
ty as it could without the buildup.

; "It's not any kind of danger sit-
uation. It's just that the plant is not
as profitable as they would like it
to be," he said.

; The steam generators resemble
large vats. Tubes carrying hot wa-
ter from the reactor pass through
the generators, heating “second-
ary" water that turns to steam to
run the electricity-producing tur-
bines.

Robinson said the deposits ap-
parently formed on plates in the
secondary part of the generators,
restricting the flow of water and
steam. She compared the buildup
to the material that might form on
the inside of a teakettle.

automatic "hot shutdown." Steam
releases carried what company of-
ficials described as “minute”
amounts of radioactivity into the
environment. They say the Inci-
dent posed no threat to plant
workers or the public.

Jim Taylor, manager of licens-
ing services for Babcock & Wilcox,
suggested fluctuations In pressure
could have "caused what's in there
[deposits] to move to areas where
It could have effect" on output.

When the faulty switch was
replaced and power was escalated,
operators discovered the unit's
two generators reached optimum
output at 71 percent power. Under
a graduated restart plan endorsed
by the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, the Londonderry Twp.
plant is permitted to run at 75 per-
cent power. Before the shutdown
it had been producing that output.

“"We've reached the level at
which we can operate, and that
level is 71 percent,” TMI spokes-

See TMI-Page A2

Robinson said the deposits do
not pose a safety problem. Such
deposits are common with other
generators made by Babcock &
Wilcox.

Taylor said he Is not specifical-
ly familiar with TMI's generator
problems. But he noted such build-
up is "very, very common in any
kind of water system.”

Buildup of deposits can be cor-
rected by various procedures — all
of which would Involve the shut-
down of the plant, he said.

Unit | is scheduled to be shut
down sometime next year for tests
on steam generator tubes that had
to be repaired during the plant’s
6”7 -year shutdown. Attempts to
remove any deposits could be done
then, plant officials said.

“This is not in any way a safe-
ty problem at all. but an operation-
al problem. If impurities build up
to a certain point, it keeps you
from maintaining power in a cer-
tain range," Taylor said.

NRC and plant officials were
not sure how the deposits could
affect the reactor’s programmed
three-month climb to full power.
Plant officials had targeted Unit I,
restarted Oct. 3, to reach 100 per-
cent power about Jan. I.

TMI Unit 1 returns
to 75% of full power

By Michael Sullivan

Patriot-News

Three Mile Island Unit 1 re-
turned to 75 percent of full power
last night after adjustments were
made to compensate for blockage
in the plant's steam generator
tubes.

The blockage may mean the
reactor won’'t be capable of
achieving 100 percent power
without first being repaired, ac-
cording to Doug Bedell, spokes-
man for GPU Nuclear Corp., oper-
ator of the plant.

Deposits of unknown composi-
tion have partially blocked the
flow of water into the steam gen-
erator tubes, which carry the
steam that turns the turbines.
Plant officials have compensated
for the blockage by raising the wa-
ter level in the steam generator to
82 percent from 72 percent of the
operating level, Bedell said.

Without the deposits, the reac-
tor would produce 75 percent
power at the 72 percent water
level, Bedell said. * *

The 75 percent output level
was reached at 7 o’clock last night.

The Unit | reactor had been
operating at 71 percent power
since Monday, a day after It was
brought back on line ?Jter a week-
end malfunction, “a faulty relay
switch in an electrical generator
caused an unplanned automatic

Mail

shutdown of the plant for over 12
hours Sunday.

Prior to the shutdown, the
Londonderry Twp. plant had been
operating at 75 percent power.

When plant operators escalat-
ed power on Monday, optimum
output was reached at 71 percent.

The Increase in water level
was performed after officials from
Three Mile Island and Babcock &
Wilcox Co., a Virginia-based man-
ufacturing firm that installed the
generators, submitted safety re-
port on the proposed increase to
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion.

"The conclusion of the analysis
was that there would be no impact
on the safe operation of htc plant If
the water level... was allowed to
rise to permit the increased pro-
duction of steam and thus a higher
level of power," Bedell said.

Similar deposits are common
with other generators made by
Babcock & Wilcox and pose no
safety risk, he said.

However, failure to remove the
deposits may prevent the reactor
from reaching 100 percent power.

‘How much beyond 75 percent
this adjustment will take us we
will just have to see when we
move beyond this point,” Bedell

said.

He said engineers currently are
attempting to find ways to obtain
samples of the deposits.
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Failure
of switch
stops TMI

Radioactive steam
released into air
By Michael Sullivan

Patriot-News

Slightly radioactive steam was
released into the air yesterday af-
ter an unplanned automatic shut-
down at Three Mile Island's Unit |
reactor.

A faulty relay switch in an
electrical generator In the non-nu-
clear section of the plant was
blamed for the shutdown, which
occurred at 2:10 a.m.

The reactor was restarted at
2:40 p.m., after plant workers re-
placed the faulty switch, accord-
ing to officials of GPU Nuclear
Corp., operators of the Londonder-
ry Twp. nuclear plant.

After the malfunction, the
plant automatically stabilized it-
self and assumed a "hot shut-'
down" condition, according to”
Lisa Robinson, spokeswoman for
GPU Nuclear.

Hot shutdown means all tem-
peratures and pressures remain
the same in the plant, except for
the reactor, where control rods are
inserted to halt nuclear reaction.

Robinson said the plant reacted
as it was designed to art the inci-
dent presented no danger to plant
workers or to nearby residents.
She said automatic shutdowns are
“notan unusual occurrence” at nu-
clear reactors.

"There was never any emer-
gency condition at the plant,” she
said.

The unplanned shutdown was
the first at Unit | since the plant
was restarted Oct. 3, for the first
time in 6ft years. The Unit | reac-
tor resumed production of electric-
ity Oct. 9 when It reached the 15
percent power level. It was opera-

ting at 75 percent of full power
and producing 630 megawatts of
electricity from Nov. 23 until the
shutdown.

The relay switch blamed for
causing the shutdown malfunc-
tioned when voltage in the electri-
cal generation system increased.
Low power demand by utility cus-
tomers caused the increase In volt-
age, Robinson said.

The switch is designed to shut
down the electrical generator
when demand for electricity is low
and the voltage in the generation
system rises to a set level. The
malfunction happened when the
relay shut down the generator ata
voltage below the set level, Robin-
son said.

Other relay switches in the
generator were tested yesterday
while the reactor was inactive. No
other faulty switches were found,

Robinson said.

GPU Nuclear officials have
said they hope to have the plant at
100 percent power by Jan. 1, if the
NRC approves the Increase.

"We expect to go back up to 75
percent and proceed as normal,”
Robinson said. The Jan. ! date has
been "something to work toward,
but we have never been welded to
any time," she said.
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