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PANE PILL JANUARY 1982
PANE MEETING - January 31 - 7:15 p.m.-9:00 p.m. - Frey Village Guest House

PANE VICTORY - It all started in August of 1979 with a truckload of PANE
traveling to D.C. to meet Attorneys Karin Sheldon, Ellyn Weiss, and Bill
Jordan. This meeting resulted in several more and eventually in September
1979 PANE felt that psychological stress and community fears related to TMI #1
would be our issue to present in the TMI #1 hearings. As you know the NRC in
December 1980 (more then one year AFTER our issue was submitted to them) voted

NOT to hear the Issue. The result was Bi ||l Jordan representing us in the
Federal District Court of Appeals--arguing that the Atomic Energy Act and
National Environmental Policy Act required the NRC to hear our issue. As most

of you know the decision was won by PANE on January 7, 1982. We wish we could
say '’and everyone lived happily ever after” BUT now more work for PANE lies

ahead. Bill Jordan and the Ilaw firmm of Harmon and Weiss have been with us from
the start and wvill continue to provide us with outstanding legal counsel. PANE
wi | | need to gather more funding to pay past legal fees and future Ilegal fees--
which can be expected when cne tackles the nuclear industry. ALL funds PANE

receives are used for legal fees and to print and mail this newsletter. Next

month you wvill receive a special appeal from PANE for financial help to contin-
ue the battle and hopeful ly you wi || also give PANE some of your time in 1982.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN ~ The appeals court victory means the NRC must conduct
an environmental assessment (EA) of psychological stress and community fears
related to T™MI ft L (Meanwhile Met-Ed or NRC wvill probably appeal the decision
to the Supreme Court). PANE and you must scrutinize the work of the NRC white
they are developing the plans for doing the EA. We must demand the best
available mental health professionals and also complete knowledge of the whol e
EA process and resultant NRC decisions as well as time tab les--BE FORE the EA is
started. We must demand public imput into the planning of the EA and a public
comment period following the completion of the EA. NRC could really short
change us by doing a poor EA; we need to let them and our elected officials
know of our concern and interest in the planning and implementation of the EA.
PANE has worked with several nationally known psychologists, sociologists, and
psychiatrists who could advise us as to whether the methodology to complete the

EA is biased. After the EA is completed, the NRC will have to decide if an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) wvill have to be done, The EIS is more
thorough then an EA. We fully expect that an EIS will have to be completed to
reveal the ful | extent of local residents psychological stress and communi ty

fears related to TMI #l1. Plan to attend the next PANE meeting for more infor-
mation, better explanations, and hopefully questions from you.

PANE MEETING - JANUARY 31| 7:15 p.m. - Frey Village Guest House, (Single-
story dwelling) on the right as you turn from North Union St. into Frey Village

PUC and TMI - Many times the Public Utility Commission proceedings can be
very difficult to understand. Met-Ed and Penn-Elec subsidiaries of GPU won
rate hikes totaling 129 million from the PUC Commissioners on January 8, 1982.

Here are the highlights: 1. Billing becomes effective January 14, 2. the
decision links clean-up funds from customers to a re-start of TMI #1,

3. the vote was 4-0 in favor with Michael Johnson abstaining, 4. On January
14 a 500 KWH monthly rate-payer will owe 43.09 rather then the 37.67 paid in
December, 5. 1/3 (25 million) of the Met-Ed increase will go to the clean-up,
6. In June 1981 Met-Ed asked for 212 million, then Ilowered it to 162 million
in November 1981 and finally compromised to 74 million in January 1982,

7. money collected from rate-payers for decontamination will be placed in an
escrow account--(who gets and used the Interest??). The sad part of this 4-0

decision is that it links GPU use of the ratepayers decontamination portion to
a re-start of TMI #1, it appears this will make GPU/Met-Ed even mQ.re ruthless

in its P.R. campaign which now offends many people. Any plan for financing
the decontamination must exclude TMI #1.
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LEAKY TUBES - At least 124 of 31,000 tubes in TMI #1 steam generators are
leaking and further inspection will be conducted. This type of problem is
common among Babcock and Wilcox reactors like TMI.

NRC CHIEF SCORES INDUSTRY - On December 1, Nunzio Palladino, Chairman of
the NRC told a group of industry reps, There have been Ilapses of many kinds -
in design analyses resulting in built-in design errors, in poor construction
practices, in falsified documents, in harassment of qual ity control personnel
and inadequate training of reactor operators.” As a former Penn State pro-
fessor, he headed the College of ENgineering (Penn State’s President is a

board member of GPU, owners of TMI).

EPA and TMI - Gamma radiation monitors used by the EPA for off site moni-
toring at TMI were designed to be used for short periods of time in deserts.
The local EPA chief admitted in the Middletown Press and Journal that "the
EPA never has had the capability to notify immediately” in the case of an
emergency. GPU has the only capability to notify proper authorities immediately
in an emergency.

FAMOUS QUOTE HARRISBURG PATRIOT EDITORIAL - 12/16/81 - "Only a system
that is morally bankrupt would carry on its ritual of attestingto the
innocuousness of nuclear power plants across the ashes of one that says it

isnNn't."”

TMI #2 CLEAN-UP TIDBITS- Removal of the damaged core is expected to take
place in 1985 . . . After most of the 700,000-800,000 gal lons of water is pro-
cessed by SDS from the basement of TMI #2 the next step is removing loose
residue from the floors and walls by scraping, mopping, and scrubbing.

Removing the fuel core poses a real problem. It is usually removed in one
piece but will have to be scooped and vacuumed out and placed in 250 stainless
steel cannisters. . . The water from the TMI #2 basement is sent to 2 500,000
gallon steel tanks _ _. . It is estimated 2400 curies of tritium will remain

in the processed water

FUNDRAISER - Susquehanna Alliance, a coalition of organizations united
against the Susquehanna Nukes is having a benefit on February 20. Bright
Morning Star will be appearing in Lewisburg in a benefit for us (PANE).
Proceeds wvill be used to help fund the legal battle to get the NRC to consider
psychological stress in their decision about the reopening of TMI Unit I.

More information at next PANE meeting.

MORE ON LEAKY TUBES - NRC staff members said no other reactor designed by
Babcock and Wi | cox have had "this problem at this magnitude.” It is not clear
whether sitting idle for two and 1/2 years had anything to do with the problem.
It's estimated that metallurgical testing would take 2-3 months (March 1982).
The original cracks (124) were discovered after 800 of the 30,000 steam tubes
were tested by GPU/Met-Ed. Holes in the tubes produced Inadequate steam which

equals unreliable power production.

MIDDLETOWN ELECTRIC RATE - Middletown Boro gets about 60% of its operating
revenue from re-selling electricity, bought from Met-Ed for I|<t and reselling

it to local citizens. Interestingly, the power comes from a hydro-electric
plant not TMI. Met-Ed tried to break the contract in 1974 and failed. The
contract wvill run until 2011; however, Met-Ed wvill probably haul Middletown into

court very soon. At present Met-Ed rate-payers are paying over 5f a kilowatt
hour to M-town's Id KWH. Since Middletown owns and services its own trans-
mission lines etc., it may be possible to switch to PP&L which powers neighbor-
ing Lower Swatara Township. However, no one seers to know Iif this is possible.
If Middletown switched to PP&L, a current monthly bill of $14.00 for 350 KWH
would cost about $25.00 per month. Perhaps the Borough Council should contact

a consultant to lay out contingency plans.
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in a variety of colors and sizes from

TEE SHIRTS - PANE tee shirts
- send $4.50 for each shirt to PANE

childrens to adult X-large are available
P.O. Box 268, Middletown, PA 17057.

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM A BOARD MEMBER-
Dear Friends

It has now been almost three years since the accident at Three Mile Island.
In -those three years, PANE has been involved with the Courts and the NRC. The
people of PANE have devoted thousands of hours in their struggle to have the
plan,t closed down. Al | we ask of those who want this to happen is to support

us., We have 1000 newsletters per month going out. If each of us would donate
$HO0.0,.)a month we would be able to keep going in the Courts and with the NRC.

1 UoO V t/- N
If we don.'t get this support, then PANE feels that nobody out there cares what
happens ,at Three Mile Island. | care and | support PANE. DO YOU CARE?

If you do, then $1.00 a month is not a lot of money. Please put your dollar
in an envelope and send it to PANE - WE NEED YOU!

P.S. Every month - just $1.00.

GPU CHEATING- 33 individuals took control operator tests in October 1981,
because of the April cheating, 12 failed the October test. As a result, only’
21 persons are available for the minimum number of 20 slots to operate TMI #1.

You can buy insurance which
protects you against loss due to
hurricanes, earthquakes and
floods..........

You can buy insurance coverage
for riots, arson and possibly
even acts of war..,

But why—if nuclear power is as safe as its
proponents claim—why does your insurance
policy include the following disclaimer:

LOSS BY NUCLEAR REACTION OR RADIOACTIVE
CONTAMINATION IS NOT INSURED AGAINST
BY THIS POLICY. ..

Environmental Policy Center

317 Pennsylvania Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003

POTPOURRI - The network of 79 sirens within 10 miles of TMI cost GPU 2
million dollars . U.S. Representative Bob Wajker of Lancaster says that a
restart of TMI #| should be tied to "assured funding” of the clean-up of #2.

GPU filed suit on 12/3/81 to recover over 4 billion dollars from the U.S. Gov't
because the NRC was "grossly negligent” . . . Newberry Twp. residents (nhear TMI)
have started a petition drive to switch from Met-Ed to PP&L The average
PP&L customer's bill (800 KW a month) will rise 2.27 per month in 1982

In 1981 25 million dollars of utility bills were written off as uncollectible

. . Met-Ed says 140 people purposely with-held payment of their bills in March'
1981 . . . Residents of S. Middleton Twp. in Cumberland County are trying to

switch from Met-Ed to PP&L _ _ _ It appears the 300 million of insurance money
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will last until early 1983 If GPU/Met-Ed continues to "babysit" Unit #2

West Valley New York wvill be the first national pilot project to solidify
and make movable 600,000 gallons of boiling radioactive water. The mess s
from spent fuel rods from nuclear power plants used in the 1960's and 1970’s.
F nally after 6 years the Federal govt, is making an attempt to clean-up the

place . . . Safe Harbor Dam in Lancaster County was bullt in 1929 and 1/3 is
owned by PP&L. It took 20 months to build and cost 30 million and produces
230 megawatts.. Construction will be completed in 1985 to double its output
and cost 120 million dollars . . . 170,000 people live within 10 miles of
TMI . . . Moody’s investment Services Inc. suspended the credit rating of 2
nuclear power projects in Washington State on 1/7/82 _ _ . The American

public favors energy conservation (63%) over nuclear power ( 18%) as a means

mof solving the country's energy problems according to an extensive opinion

' unvei led 1/4/82 at the AA for the A of Science Meeting. . . 5 school
districts within 10 mi les of Berwick were told to draw up plans for evacua-
tion before the Susquehanna steam nuclear plant could operate--more business

for Ernie Kline. . . A train wreck in California on 1/8/82 revealed a five
gallon drum with one ounce of radioactive material in route. It was Ameri-
cum 241 . . . The now famous Epstein Complaint before the PUC is scheduled

for March 1982. The Epsteins, Barney and Evelyn, from SVA charge PP&L is

il legal ly charging customers for ct>sts related to the Susquehanna nuke near
Berwick It is illegal to bill customers for nuclear construction work In
progress . . . According to the Union Advocate (Dec. 1981) GPU's Oyster Creek
nuke employees had 4 times the exposure to radiation in 1980 then in 1979.
The reactor there is about If years old - the Advocate also says TMI security
people practice their firearms at the Upper Allen Township Police facilities
+ + #The Guide recently reported a doctor in Grantville (18 miles from TMI)
gets high readings whenever there are containment entries and resultant
releases of Kr 85.

PANE MEETING - JANUARY 31 - 7:15 - 9:00 p.m. - FREY VILLAGE.
BRING A FRIEND.

atop 4 restart

at Three Mile Island.
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h THREE MILE I_SLAND
pPans Clean it.
-1 citizens’ public interest organizaliijn ( : I Ose I t
ofthe Middletown area u
PANE PILL- MARCH 198"

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

This is a special issue of the PANE PILL, the monthly newsletter of PANE.
As you know, PANE is an organization of the TMI area residents who want:

1. TM| cleaned up safely and as quickly as possible.

2 PermaHentiiy, close TMI| as a nuclear facility.

To this end PANE has worked for almost three years and will continue to func-
tion until the above two goals are completed. PANE's members all believe,
that TMI must be closed as a nuclear facility.

This special edition will illustrate the path PANE has taken since 1979 as
an al ! volunteer organization. Please read this newsletter carefully and de-
termine how you and your family can best help PANE to achieve it’s goals.

PANE has monthly meetings that are publicized in the newsletter; these

meetings are open to the concerned citizens of the TMI area.

If you believe In the goals of PANE, membership is open to you for $5.00
per year. All funds are carefully accounted for and are a federal income tax
deduction. ) o . )

United, we can be a significant force for the safe decontamination, de-
commissioning and shutdown of TMI.

If you have received more than one of these newsletters, please pass it
on to a friend. Whether or not, you can afford a financial contribution at
this time, please indicate that you share our concern by completing the enciosea
form. .

Sincerely,
P.A.N.E. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PANE MEETING - April 4, 1982 7:00-9:00 p.m. Frey Village Guest House, North
Union St. (the single story dwelling on the right as you enter
Frey from North Unlon'St.).

VICTOR GILINSKY AND TMi

That NRC Commissioner feels because Met-Ed withheld information on March
28 that ."this disqualifies that management from operating nucl earpl ants in
the future." Of course we know Met-Ed formed GPU nuclear but Gil insky feels

i operatin the hen-house while the fox (NRC uards it.

Xle isS:TZ F%I@vx?;gcc&ately g%he utility reported #2 conditi(ons)orglj March 28, 1979.
According to a March 6, iL,982 article in the Harrisburg Sunda\( News Cpngressman
Morris dall accussed the NRC staff of making "tortured distinctions between
whether Met-Ed officials "knowingly” or "willfully'™ "with-held information.
You may recall in March of 1979 when even Lt. Gov. Scranton disclosed that
even he was acting on questionable information supplied by Met-Ed. Acc°rding
to the March 6, 1982 article Victor Stello of the NRC agreed w«+h Uda th at
information on the severity of the accident was withheld and that, We (the NRC)
were misled.” So where does that leave you and me? Well if you ve followed
the events since March 28, 1979 it is very clear that this is just one of a
dozen areas that simply prove-we’re paying our dues and TMI #l1 should be per-

manently closed.

NEWS SHORTS between 3,000 and 5,000 curies of unremovable radioactive tritium
There are

in the 1.5 million gallons ©f SO of accident geneyr@ted water to date

TMI 2 occupational éxposure for J.rmr, !983 was |S”~an-rem - An all elect-

ric iron foundry in Lancaster County had a 126,000 . p & L electric bill In

January-payments for 1981 +o+al®d |.25mi llion JoH ars™. . It is now a fed-
. two-way radios on the grounds of nuclear reactors that have

qgrd| offonsG ‘to use A D

had accidents during clean-up . . pipe cracked on Janua_ry 13 at a water

storage tank near TMI 2 resulting N 50 - 60 gallons of spilled radioactive

water.

™ S‘II'FFE;I/S are placed at intervals Wwithin 10 miles of TMIL. 28 are in Dauphin

County, 34 in York County, }#¥ in Lancaster County, 2 in Lebanon County and one
in Cumberland County. 5%

(1)
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DIABLO CANYON
Harold Denton of the NRC says hundreds of further modifications may be

needed at the power plant which was to be opened this year. A large number of
design errors have been found. A supposedly "independent study" had previously
been done on the plant and its prob lems--but surprisingly the NRC voted 4-1

0 nave another study completed. Without a doubt the huge demonstrations held
at Jiable Canyon helped to bring the issue to full consciousness by Californians

and America and the NRC.

THE GOVERNOR AND UCS
The Union of Concerned Scientists sent Governor Thornburgh a detailed

analysis of a review by the NRC. The review by the NRC centered on why TMI| #1
was safe to operate. The UCS said the review was grossly misleading. Inter-
estingly enough the "thorough" review by the NRCdidn"t mention the initial
November discovery of the significance of leaky steam tubes. Let's face it the
issue of whether TMI| #1 should operate is not as complex as Thornburgh would
ave you and me believe. We live it everyday, we're paying our dues— let's get
it cleaned up and then shut it down. You should tell the Governor--cal | tol |

free 1-800-932-0784.

NEWS SHORTS

Northern Lebanon County school district and Cumberland County's South

iddleton district will withhold March Met-Ed bills . . . An economic expert
says P P & L customers have paid an extra 44 million dollars over the past
fee years because the utility is building a nuclear power plant . . . The

borrow 30 busses from nearby Manheim Township

"~T eThtown School District wvill
if TMI #1 never

School District in the event of another accident--of course
restarts, hopefully there won't be any accidents.

DECOMMISSIONING TMI #2 and #17??

A January 22, 1982 Science ggrticle shed some light on decommissioning of
nuclear reactors such as TMI #| and #2.  Fol lowing is a summary of the art: "—
Until recently jit was assumed entombment(decontarninated and encased in a con-
crete structure) was the cheapest and best. How ntl& it was found

“"five isotopes may remain harmful for thousands of years. The NRC may

orce | ities | ike Met-Ed,’GRU to dismantle reggtQrs (fuel eglements are
c+ + P'PeS ar,U other internal components are flushed, steel and concrete
structures are cgt up and shlp_pec! to a burial site). A reactor about 25
years old near Pittsburgh (Shippingport) || soon be taken out of service and
if 1t is dlsmantled estimates range to 40 million dollars, 5 years of work and
the generation of almost as much waste as is anti'ci'pratefd' from decontaminating
IMI"#2-~yet the Shippingport reacter is anly about WIQth the sizg of TMI #2.
rew u || !ties have made firmm financial arrangements to handle eventual dismantle-
men en ombrnent and to date there isno experience in tearing down a large radio-
active reaector: Q:urreljitlx there are 78 reactors licensed for operation and 77
with construction permits bln‘.‘.‘ .

) . . . tilities have long favored entombment but long
lived isotopes like nickel and hLjopjum may create a need for dismantlement
will “the utilities have the money syajlable? Decommissioning costs (dismantle-
be Pat;d.for by Those who benefitted from the electricity a reactor
produced. Do you think that will be the case? A: 5 recent meeting R.C. Arn.old
of Met-Ed/GPU displayed a chart showing costs y,e being set aside for eventual
decommissioning of #I--Do you think it really is? If 1t |5 who benefits from
the interest accrued? Estimates show that to dismantle a reactor a little
larger then TMI #| would cost 43.§ mijllion In 1978 dollars. A reactor near
Pittsburgh (Shippingport) \yill be closed permanently at the end of 1982. It is
much smal ler then TMI's two reactors but has many similar design features. If
it should be dismantled, soon, it may give credence to the fact that dismantle-
ment may be possible for our "pig time" reactors. A reactor about lj times +u
size of TMI would generate 18,000 cubic meters of contaminated steel and
concrete if dismantled. This gmounts to £ of the volume of low-level wastes
generated annually in the U.S. gpomething to consider is whether present or

future generations should pay for decommissioning of currently Q@ra—ltin@ nuclear
is 25 years old, yet decommission-

reactors. ThHe commercial age of nuclear power
ing the large reactors still remains a "what-if" situation.
WHIP-CWIP

As a rule, the Public Utility Commission policy states that utility custo-
mers should only pay for facilities that are "used and useful". Investors are
expected to assume the financial risks of building new generating plants, be-
cause they are the ones who also earn the profits. But in a test case, the PUC
has been asked to grant over $100 million a year in charges for construction
work | n progress. "CWIP" financing would allow utilities to earn a return on
unfinished generating plants. Private sources have become reluctant to finance
additional construction activity. Consequently, utilities want to use CWIP



State says NRC is obliged C3)

10 consider restart stress

The Thornburgh administration has
taken the position that the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission has a legal obligation to
consider any psychological stress that
reactivation of the Three Mile Island nu-
clear power plant might cause on people
living in the area.

In a brief filed with the NRC by mail
Thursday, the state argues that “the psy-
chological health of the residents of Cen-
tral Pennsylvania must be fully considered
in the process of deciding the future of
Three Mile Island Unit 1.”

The psychic impact of starting up Unit
1 — the undamaged reactor on TMI —
could affect the “"quality of the human
environment,” and is thus covered by the
National Environmental Policy Act.

The brief was filed at the direction of
Gov. Dick Thornburgh under new authori-
ty the NRC granted the commonwealth to
submit evidence and question witnesses in
the forthcoming hearings on Unit 1

Thornburgh sought that authority as
an "interested state” in a petition he filed
Aug. 23 with the NRC. The commission
agreed to the request on Sept. 21, enabling
Pennsylvania to participate fully in the
hearings without taking an immediate po-
sition on whether the facility in question
should be reactivated.

The state is not precluded, under the
rules, from taking a postion later in the
process.

The state’s brief notes that the psycho-
logical issue “arises in this case in a man-
ner unprecedented in NEPA case law,” but
cites “a developing body of case law indi-
cating that certain manifestations of psy-
chological distress are already cognizable
(covered)” under NEPA.

"The NRC has a duty under NEPA to
evaluate, balance and minimize all adverse
environmental impacts and should carry
out these duties with respect to the issue of
psychological stress in this proceeding.”

HARR ISBURG

NEWS

Local groups concerned
about the Three Mile Island
cleanup and possible restart
of Unit 1, met with Governor
Dick Thornburgh recently.

The meeting was
organized by Limerick
Ecology Action and Three
| Mile Island Alert. People

E”ENI NG
10-5-79
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Against Nuclear Energy
(P.A.N.E.) was represented
by Middletown resident and
Board Member Don Konkle.

The thrust of the meeting
centered around the groups
voicing that the government
was tardy in sensing the
needs of local residents and
responding appropriately
with direct or indirect in-

* tervantion.

Konkle elaborated by
discussing with the
Governor the following: 1.)
late development by NRC of
an environmental Impact
Statement for the cleanup,
initiated 8 months after the
accident, 2.) Discussions
only now culminating for
NRC Citizen Advisory
Committee, 3.) lack of
psychology-psychiatric
oriented professionals on the
recently convened Union of
Concerned Scientists
Governors Panel, 4.) The
delay in organizing the
citizen radiological
monitoring program
especially when an-

PANE Rep Met With Thornburgh

nouncements in March in-
dicated an NRC decision on
venting by mid-April (now
pushed back), 5.) The
Governor (last August)
urged die NRC to hear the
psychological contention in
the August 1980 TMI No. 1
restart hearings. At this
time that contention has not
yet been accepted by the
NRC Commissioners and,
6.) indecisiveness by the
NRC inthe cleanup, the
question as PANE sees it is
not whether the high levels
of radioactivity should be
cleaned up, but rather the
process of HOW that is to be
accomplished ip a well
planned, orderly, and safe
manner.

Konkle is hopeful that a
follow-up meeting can be
arranged with the Governor
and that he will be more
assertive in TMI related
activities, it was noted that
NRC Commissioner Victor
Gilinsky recently stated that
Governor  Thornburgh's
stand on cleanup issues

PANE Calls For Safe
Quick Clean-up

The credibility of General
Public Utilities and the
Metropolitan Edison Co.,
managers of the Three Mile
Island nuclear power plant
was one of the several topics
discussed at the recent board
of directors meeting of
PANE, Inc., of Middletown.

At the meeting, PANE
members related that two
governmental investigations
have found that the
managers of TMI failed to
pass on information that
showed a deteriorating situa-
tion on the morning of the 1979
accident.

The local citizen pointed
out that one investigation
was completed by the
Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission in early February
1980 which showed a “clear
failure" to collect, analyze,
and release information
about what was going on in
the plant's reactor as the ac-
cident developed.

The other investigation
was done by the House In-
terior Committee chaired by
Representative Morris
Udall. The “Udall Report"
charges that Met-Ed of-
ficials" presented state and
federal officials misleading
statements ... that conveyed
the impression the accident
was substantially less severe
and the situation more under
control than what was in fact
the case.”

According to PANE, the
NRC report said that infor-
mation, including high
temperature readings and a
sudden burst of pressure in
the containment building, in-
dicated a serious problem,
but were outside the

operator’s training and ex-
perience. As a result, the
NRC says, they were written
off as faulty instrument
measurements.

"However Udall's report
disagreed," PANE said. The
representative’s findings
stated that Managers did not
communicate information in
their possesson that they
understood to be related to
the severity of the situation.
Udall’s main report said,
“TMI plant managers were
aware of information in-
dicative of a situation much
more perilous than was
reported to state and federal
officials.”

"Local Congressman Allen
Ertel is concerned about the
discrepancies of the two
reports outlined above.”
Pane directors commented
as a result, the Congressman
hasasked the chairmen of the
NRC and GPU to respond to
the conclusions of both in-
vestigations.

PANE has reviewed the
various steps required in the
decontaimination of TMI No.
2as outlined in the NRC’s En-
vironmental Impact State-
ment. They maintain that
much of the work will involve
unprecedented procedures
and yet-to-be designed equip-
ment. For thatreason, PANE
feels that all of the engineer-
ing expertise of GPU/Met-Ed
should be solely devoted toan
expedient and safe decon-
tamination of TMI No. 2 -
First. ““After the decon-
tamination is safely com-
pleted, then, and only then,
should the question of
whether TMI No. 1 will
operate be considered,” they
said.

The next scheduled PANE
meeting is a board of direc-
tors meeting to be held Sun-
day, June 28 at 7 p.m. in the
Frey Village Guest House
conference room, North
Union Street, Middletown.

PANE LooksOver
Year's Activities

P.A.N.E. (People Against
Nuclear Energy) of the Mid-
dletown Area held a public
meeting on April 16 featuring
several presentations. Presi-
dent Jim Hurst discussed
PANE'’S year of activities
which centered on public
education and increased
dialogue between public and
agency officials.

Barbara Heivly discussed
P.A.N.E.’s relationship to
the Three Mile Island Legal
Fund (TMILF) and TMI
Public Interest Resource
Center (TMI PIRC). Heivly
represents P.A.N.E. in PIRC
which is designed to pool all
available information from
local citizen groups and
develop contact with in-
terested local and national
experts in various aspects of
the decontamination and
decommissioning of TMI.

Don Konkle represents
P.AN.E. inthe TMILF andis
President of the Fund. This
group has representatives
from all local citizen groups

- -

with several individuals and
began to come together last
August through the efforts of
TMIA and Susquehanna
Valley Alliance. The |
TMILF’s function is to
review legal activities,
possibility and dispersal of
funding to local groups.

A report on the March 29th
rally was presented by
P.A.N.E.'s representative to
the March 28th Coalition
John Garver. Garver was in
charge of coordinating
logistics for the site of the ral-
ly. He reported state and
local officials were pleased
with the orderliness of the
participants and the
cleanliness of the site after
the rally. The Coalitiori is
already beginning to plan for
next year's event.

“"Barb Heivly and Don
Hossler presented various
reviews of the NRC En-
vironmental Assessment to
vent Krypton and the PIRC
response to the assessment.

The next scheduled public

WASHINGTON — The Nuclear
Regulatory Commission acted ille-
gally when it didn't hold a formal
public hearing prior to starting the
controlled release of radioactive
gas from Three Mile Island Unit 2,
federal appeals court judges ruled
here Thursday.

The unanimous decision by a
three-judge panel of the U.S. Court
of Appeuls in the District of Colum-
bia, according to several
knowledgeable NRC officials,
means that many more formal pub-
lic hearings than the agency had
hoped will have to be held on nucle-
ar power plant license changes.

The case developed last spring
when NRC officials extensively
discussed at numerous public ses-
sions plans to vent small amounts
of krypton-85 gas from the Unit 2
containment building. But the com-
missioners decided no so-called aju-
dicatory hearings were required
before taking the crucial step in de-
contaminating the TMI site.

Federal law allowed them to
skip the hearing requirement, the
commissioners reasoned, because
NRC experts had shown the kryp-
ton releases involved "no signifi-
cant (health)-hazard.” Although the
releases were deemed safe, the
NRC formally had to amend the
Metropolitan Edison Co. nuclear li-
cense because some of the krypton
emissions could have momentarily
exceeded federal standards.

Giving the public 10 days notice
before the venting was to begin,
the NRC approved Mel-Ed’s purge
plan and amended its license ac-
cordingly on June |2.

Steven Sholly of Mechan-
icsburg, People Against Nuclear
Energy and another anti-nuclear
group asked the NRC to reconsider
and later also asked for a public

hearing. The NRC formally refused
to change its mind and ignored the
request for a hearing.

Attorneys for Sholly and PANE
filed suit the day before the venting
began (June 28), arguing that their
right to request a hearing should

. override the NRC’s contention that

it could duck the hearing by show-
ing there was "no significant haz-
ard." The D.C. appeals court
refused to stop the venting, but
agreed to hear the case later on its
merits. Arguments were heard
Sept. 9, and Thursday the court
ruled Sholly and PANE had been
right.

NRC officials were uncertain
about how the ruling might affect
the cleanup at TMI. although the
question of holding hearings clear-
ly will be given more consideration
in the future, they said. The com-
mission can decide to appeal the
court decision by .recommending
that the U.S. solicitor general ask
the Supreme Court for a review. It
was unclear Thursday whether the
NRC would take that route.

NRC Solicitor Stephen Eilpcrin
had argued at the Sept. 9 appeals
court hearing that since the venting
had been completed by then, Shol-
ly’s. and PANE’'S arguments were
moot and no longer worth review-
ing. .
The court Also rejected that ar-
gument. By passing up the hearing
requirement and making its hear-
ing order effective immediately,
the NRC had attempted to evade
judicial review, the court said.

“"We believe that it Is unreason-
able fot the government to take the
position that, in order to seek judi-
cial review of a license amendment,
a petitioner must race to the court-
house before the NRC takes an irre-
versible action." the judges said.

U

meeting will be held May 20.
A 90-minute documentary

* film, just completed, about
TMI will be shown. All
citizens of the area are in-
vited to attend. Please check
editions of the Press And
Journal for location and time
of the film.

carries considerable weight
\ with the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

PANE urges all citizens
concerned with the cleanup
to write to the Governor.
Main Capitol Building,
Harrisburg, PA 17120 or call
the .action line at 1-800-932-
0784.

PRESS AND
"JOURNAL
4-23-80

HARRISBURG PATRIOT

*11-21-80

THREE MILE ISLAND: g

Clean it

Close 1t.

THE*

AT THREE MILE ISLAND



PANEWIllAppeal
Ru/z'ng/lgamstStress .

*# ByJoeSukle

R S Associate Editor
# J The Issue of whether the matter of

| psychological stress should be con-
s sidered as an issue in the restart hear-
ings of the Three Mile Island Unit-1
reactor was dashed last week by an
order from the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

Last Friday, following a 2-2 dead-(
| lock vote on the matter, the NRC
;. .Mdecided against telling a licensing
,C*’and review board that the issue of

w' stress should be considered a condi-
«* “lion in the ongoing TMI Unit-I restart
| * hearings.

Locally, Don Hossler of PANE,

" People Against Nuclear Energy of

Middletown, told the Press And
/‘Journal that the group will probably
be filing for an appeal on the NRC
‘decision. The local anti-nuclear
group, at a recent meeting of their
Board of Directors, were unanimous

in deciding to file the appeal with the

** District of Columbia Court of Ap-

peals. The group has, for some time
. now, worked at establishing the issue
of psychological stress as being one
that should be considered relevant in
the TMI Unit-I restart hearings as well

, as with regards to the entire clean-up

, at TMI Unit-II.

- N.To be successful in filing their ap-
/;* 'peal Hossler said that PANE will be

- forced to get an expedited hearing

/7 with the Washington, D.C. appeals

[

; MIDDLETOWN
s« JOURNAL

court due to the fact that they only
have a period of some sixty days to
successfully work against the NRC
order. “If we don't get the ex-
pediated hearing on the appeal of
this case,” Hossler explained, “the
restart hearings on Unit-1 will pro-
bably be over.”

Hossler outlined that PANE’S ap-
peal would move from the appeals
court, should they approve, to the
NRC where testimonies would of-
ficially be placed on record. “I don't
think we would win the case with the
NRC," Hossler admitted, “probably
because about that time President-
elect Ronald Reagan's replacement
on the NRC would be named and
the vote would probably fall 3-2
against us. But then we would move
back to the appeals court again and
hopefully they would agree with us."”

On the stress issue, a down-to-the-
wire 2-2 vote split the NRC officials
on the matter. Chairman John
Aheame and commissioner Joseph
Hendrie voted their opposition to
making the subject of psychological
stress an issue to be considered in the
Unit-1 restart hearings. Fellow com-
missioners Victor Galinsky and Peter
Bradford voted in favor of consider-
ing the factor of stress as an argu-
ment in the hearings.

Some ten months ago an NRC
licensing board also recommended
that it be allowed to address the
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psychological stress facet during the
Unit-l restart hearings Area anti-
nuclear groups have also pushed the
NRC for some time to approve the
same issue.

in the ultimate order from the
NRC following the split 2-2 voting,
Chairman Aheame said, “An NRC
licensing action is not an appropriate
forum for psychological stress
issues." Aheame and Hendrie ex-
pressed their beliefs that the
assurances of proper safety pro-
cedures and constant public informa-
tion reports on the occurances at TMI
would best take care of the avenues
of stress and mental anguish with |
regards to TMI.

“If we go back to the appeals court
following a denial of a turnover of the
NRC's decision, | think well win and
overturn the issue," Hossler said.

K

f]

“We're not giving the appeals court a r

nuts and bolts technical issue to
decide upon. Usually the federal ap-
peals court does not like to turn
things around for a fellow federal
agency but we know that the infor-
(Continued On Sec. 1, Page 14)

mation is there on this case in our
favor.”

Hossler further explained that the
biggest problem facing PANE in such
an endeavor, besides the time limit,
is money. “For an appeal to the court
in Washington, D C. we're looking al
another $6,000," he stated. "To go
before the NRC another $10,000 to
$20,000 is added and then if we
have to go back to the appeal court,
another $6,000 would be needed.”

“In our hearts we're committeed
but in oiir minds it's getting difficult,”
Hossler admitted. He went on to say
that the fact that the appeals period
will run over the upcoming holiday
season further complicates the issue.

The NRC licensing board’s recom-
mendation on the restart pro-
ceedings of Unit-l at Three Mile
Island are expected to be made
public this summer. The issue of
psychological stress was the final
matter that the NRC instructed the
Board to address.

%
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TMI Stress
Arguments
Proliferate

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Three judges on the U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals here raised more argu-
ments than they heard Tuesday on whether
Three Mile Island area residents’ mental condi-
tion should be considered in the restart of TMI-
Unit I

William S. Jordan 111 told the panel his client.
People Against Nuclear Energy of Middletown,
wants the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to
make psychological stress an issue in the restart
proceedings. Jordan said effects of the Unit 2
accident and anticipation of a Unit | start-up
were demonstrable, but the NRC had never al-
lowed PANE to present evidence.

“Usually, litigants don’t rely on the other
side to produce facts,” Judge Malcolm Richard
Wilkey chided Jordan.

Wilkey pressed the PANE attorney for ex-
amples of actual physical impairments due to
psychological stress or of people “who have
been unable to function on the job." Jordan was
unable to come up with such examples in the
courtroom, but said they were available.

“At the present time, we just have your con-
tentions and speculations,” Wilkey said. The
judges said PANE was asking for a “novel” rul-
ing that would affect residents near all nuclear
plants considered for start-up or restart.

Nevertheless, presiding Judge J. Skelly
Wright and Judge Carl McGowan appeared sym-
pathetic to the PANE case. And all three judges
repeatedly asked why the NRC couldn't have
required a special environmental impact state-
ment on psychological stress or why the issue
couldn’t have been considered during restart
proceedings.

NRC attorney Peter Crane said Congress
never intended atomic safety and licensing
boards appointed by the NRC to consider any-
thing but physical health effects in connection
with operation of nuclear power plants. Further,
he argued environmental impact statements
were required only for "major federal actions”
and while calling for one might be within the
NRC’s discretion, determining psychological
stress would be “speculative” and difficult to
quantify.

The circuit court got the case on appeal after
the NRC refused in December 1980 to order the
licensing board to consider psychological stress
along with other safety issues pertaining to the
restartcase. The commission’s refusal of PANE’S
original request was a bitterly-worded 2-2 deci-
sion in which member Peter Bradford said the
issue should be broached again when the NRC
had five members.

(The NRC operated with only four members
for 13 months until August this year when the
Reagan administration completed appointments.
The psychological stress appeal was never re-

At issue is whether Congress intended the
NRC to consider mental as well as physical ef-
fects in plant licensing matters under either the
Atomic Energy Act or the National Environmen-
tal Protection Act. Most legal analyses suggest
no literal mention of mental health in atomic
energy law, but potential for consideration on
the environmental act.

As Judge McGowan asked NRC attorney
Crane Tuesday, “How could you write an envi-
ronmental impact statement on a new plant
without discussing fears in a community?”

In its overall environmental impact state-
ment on the cleanup of accident-damaged Unit 2,
the NRC staff concluded in March 1980 that “for
the great majority of people in the TMI commu-
nity and downstream, no long-term psychologi-
cal effects are anticipated.” Similarly, the Presi-
dent’s (Kemeny) Commission on the Accident at
Three Mile Island decided mental stress prob-
lems arising from the Unit 2 accident would only
be short-lived.

How those judgments relate to Unit | — a
separate Issue legally — Is unclear. But Judge
Wilkey at one point asserted the only “facts"”
PANE had are the Kemeny commission’s conclu-
sion that psychological stress problems would be
short-lived following the accident.

Attorney James B. Hamlin representing Met-
ropolitan Edison Co., which intervened in the
case, said PANE was unnecessarily asking for
full ajudication of the stress issue. Questions
about the safe operation of Unit | by Met-Ed are
now being considered by the licensing board —
more than 20,000 pages worth of testimony and
documents.

Hamlin said TMI Unit | was “not a special
case.”



TMI Loses Round on

By Joanne Omang
Washington Post Stiff Writer

The U.S. Court of Appeals here
vesterday ordered the Nuclear Re-
gulatory Commission tv keep the
undamaged reactor at Three Mile
Island shut down until it studies the
effect a restart would have on the
mental health of people in the area.

The 2-to-1 decision is a major set-
back for the financially strapped
Metropolitan  Edison- Co., which

owns the Pennsylvania power plant,
and for the nuclear industry, which
sees the case as precedent-setting.
The citizens' group that brought the
suit, People Against Nuclear Energy
(PANE) of Middletown. Pa., was
exuberant.

“We can't wait to see (the ruling]
and really believe its true." said
PANE board member James B.
Hurst. “It means it's time to stop
talking about psychological stress
around here and to start dealing
with it."

The ruling overturned an NRC
verdict early last year, which was re-
affirmed this fall, that psychological
effects did not have to be considered
in its pending decision on whether to
allow the undamaged Unit One re-
actor to start up. NRC must now
conduct an “environmental assess-
ment" of restart effects on “the psy-
chological health of neighboring res-
idents and on the well-being of sur-
rounding communities.”

| The NRC must then determine
| whether the National Environmental
Policy Act requires a more detailed
environmental impact statement,
I which would include public hearings
on the effects of a restart, the court

said. The NRC may not decide on k
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reopening the plant until that is
done, it added.

In a strong dissent, -Judge Mal-
colm R. Wilkey said the court order
set up psychological stress as “an
’impact’ which has never before been
considered as covered by NEPA."
He said it was “yet another example
of a court inventing new procedural
requirements for an administrative
agency in a manner which has en-
ormous substantive consequences.”

While the assessment continues,
he said, the TMI neighborhood will
get no service from the plant, and “it
will he a colder winter than pre-
dicted.”

Unit One was ready to begin op-
erations the day the adjacent Unit
Two overheated, on March 28, 1979,

Reactor

spreading radiation over the area,
and has been closed ever s'we for
design changes.

But Met Ed said it feared bank
ruptey if it is not allowed to restart
Unit One soon and apply the revc
nues toward cleaning up Unit Two.
Issues of structural strength, man-
igerial competence and operator test
cheating have been pending, but the
NRC had been expected to allow the
restart within the next few weeks.
Yesterday's decision could delay that
several more months.

TANE argued that psychological
factors should be included in the
Atomic Energy Act's requirement
that public “health and safety” must
be considered in authorizing nuclear
power plant operation. ]

)

TMI foes
call ruling

'worth it'

**y MARY O. BRADLEY

Staff Writer

A legal fight to get federal regu-

lators to consider the psychological
stress on residents of restarting
Three Mile Island Unit 1 may end
up costing more than 525,000, but
Middletown anti-nuclear activists
today said the investment was
worth It.

“It's been very costly,” said Jim
Hurst, a director of People Against
Nuclear Energy, the group which
has waged a 16-month legal battle
to have the psychological impact of
the restart considered by the Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission.

In a 2-1. ruling Thursday, the
U.S. Court of Appeals ordered the
NRC to prepare an environmental
assessment regarding the effects of
the proposed restart.

“The commission shall then
determine, on the basis of this envi-
ronmental assessment, whether the
National Environmental Policy Act
requires preparation of a full envi-
ronmental impact statement,” the
court said.

Hurst said the legal fight thus
far has cost PANE between $20,000
and $25,000 with about $8,000
spent on its appeal of the NRC's
December 1980 refusal to order ah
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
to consider the stress issue in its
deliberations on restart. Hurst said
PANE has about $9,000 in legal
bills still outstanding.

"We were just really convinced
that the issue is so important,”
Hurst said, adding it was “very dif-
ficult” for board members to com-
mit PANE to a costly fight and “run
up debts." He said PANE'S financial
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Mental Role Ruled
TMI-1 Restart Key

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
Court of Appeals here ruled late
Thursday that the undamaged Unit
| reactor at Three Mile Island can-
not be restarted until the govern-
ment weighs the possibility of ad-
verse psychological effects upon
people living near the central Penn-
sylvania nuclear plant.

The appellate panel, in a 2-1 de-
cision, said the U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission should make
that assessment. The NRC should
then determine whether federal

law requires a more detailed study
of environmental effects of a res-
tart, the court said.

The decision was a long-await- |
ed victory for People Against Nu-
clear Energy, a midstate Pennsyl-
vania group opposed to restart, and
appellant in the case.

“It's an important decision for
us." said James Hurst, a PANE di-
rector. Hurst said PANE has been
fighting to have the psychological

TMI-1 Restart
Handed Setback

From Page One

impact of restart considered since
September 1979, when PANE be-
came an intervenor in the restart
hearings.

"We hope they (the NRC) use
the best mental health experts” to
perform the assessment of possible
psychological impact, Hurst said.
"Mental health is as much health as
is physical health.”

The mental health aspect of a
TM! restart was the lone issue
being pursued by PANE, Hurst
said. PANE is one of six central
Pennsylvania groups opposed to
restart at the Harrisburg area
plant, he said.

Hurst said PANE’'S appeal
stemmed from a December 1980
statement by the NRC that psycho-
logical aspects of restart would not
be considered.

General Public Utilities Corp.,
operator of the plant through GPU
Nuclear, had no comment on the
appeals court ruling Thursday
night.

The ruling was issued too late
for GPU to review Thursday, GPU
spokesman Douglas H. Bedell said.

TMI's undamaged Unit | reac-
tor has not operated since the na-
tion's worst commercial nuclear
accident crippled its sister Unit 2 on
March 28, 1979. Th»- Unit | reactor
was down for refueling when Unit

2 suffered a near meltdown of its
radioactive core.

In Thursday’s ruling, majority
Judges J. Skelly Wright and Carl
McGowan said that until the NRC
complies on the psychological is-
ue, “it shall not make a decision to
restart TMI-1."

U.S. Circuit Judge Malcolm
Richard Wilkey dissented, saying,
"Whether designedly so or not, this
order will bar the resumption of
furnishing nuclear power from
TMI-1. at which there has never
been an accident, until such time as
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion satisfies this court....

“This delay is imposed because
of the asserted impact ‘on the psy-
chological health of neighboring
residents.” an impact which has
never before been considered as
covered by the National Environ-
mental Policy Act,” Wilkey said.

"The court is concerned that
'the well-being of the surrounding
communities’ be assessed, yet
while this is taking place, for the
communities near TMI-1 it will be a
colder winter than predicted,” he
said.

In  mid-December 1981. arr
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
recommended to the NRC that it
consider allowing restart, and at
that time it was believed that a res-
tart decision could come by the end
of January.
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Court properly orders
review of stress at TMI

Experts studying the after-effects of
the Three Mile island nuclear accident
agree that the only immediately identi-
fiable health effect was psychological
stress experienced by many people
living near the reactor. Those experts
question whether the start-up of TMI's
undamaged Unit 1 reactor, idle since
the accident in Unit 2. will produce a
new outbreak of such stpess.

Is the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion required by law to consider men-
tal stress when it decides whether to
authorize the Unit 1 start-up? A local
citizens' group argued that it is. The
plant s owner maintained there was no
legal precedent for such a study.

Last week, the U. S. Circuit Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia
ruled that an environmental assess-
ment of possible psychological effects
was necessary under the National
Environmental Policy Act, which re-
quires public health and safety to be
considered before any federal action.
It is a prudent decision. If it had been
made two years ago by the NRC valu-
able time would have been saved.

The court noted that the public's
mental health already had been dam-
aged by the TMI accident and starting
up Unit 1 might exacerbate that dam-
age. Thus, in this instance, the court
ruled, an environmental assessment is
required before any decision is made
by the NRC. The court also indicated a
similar assessment may be required
under the Atomic Energy Act and
asked the’NRC to address that issue
before the court.

The Commonwealth of Pennsylva
nia strongly urged the NRC to take
psychological impact into consider-
ation on any TMI-related decision. The
federal Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board, which has held extensive hear
ingson the restart of Unit 1. made the
same recommendation, noting that the
failure to do so "may produce addition-
al stress in that the public may per-
ceive an attitude that their fears are of
no consequence." Public-interest

groups made similar requests

In December. 1980, the NRC, which
at the time had only four members,
split evenly on the question, thus deny-
ing the request. An appeal to the cir-
cuit court was filed by People Against
Nuclear Energy, a citizens group based
in Middletown, Pa., the TMI sue.

The court-ordered assessment could
delay the planned start-up of Unit 1.
which tentatively had been set for this
spring by General Public Utilities
Corp., owner of TMI. The utility needs
revenue generated by the undamaged
reactor to finance clean-up at Unit 2.

The need to remove the deadly
wastes from the Unit 2 reactor prompt-
ly and safely is critical, and the longer
that task is delayed, the more danger-
ous and costly it will be. But clean-up
of Unit 2 cannot supercede the prob-
lems hanging over the safe operation
of Unit 1. A legitimate problem that
must be resolved is the public's percep-
tion about their own safety if the reac-
tor is returned to service.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion is reviewing the equipment
changes made at Unit 1 since the acci-
dent and studying the competence of
management at the plant, pending a
final decision on licensing the reactor.
It is only appropriate that the public's
confidence be weighed as well.

In its December, 1980 tie vote on the
psychological stress question, former
NRC commissioner Joseph M. Hendrie
argued against considering it. noting
that the Congress has decided "that
tire country is to have a nuclear power
program even if it makes some people
uneasy " Resolving every American's
uneasiness about lhe safety of nuclear
energy is. of course, impossible. But
the people living near TMI have lived
through the nation's worst commer-
cial nuclear accident and. as a result,
have some undeniable mental scars to
show for it. Reducing those concerns is
a proper, and unequivocal, responsibil-
ity of the NRC.



Issue Of Stress With
TMI Not Finished Yet

Due to the recent PANE vic-
tory in a Federal Court of Ap-
peals in Washington, D.C., it
appears that an eventual
Environmental Assessment of
the psychological stress and
community fears of this area
related to any operation of
Three Mile Island Unit | will be
performed. But PANE also
feels that the NRC or Met-
Ed/GPU will take the issue to
the United State Supreme Court
for a final decision.

Plans for the Environmental
Assessment began taking
shape at a January 22 meeting
in Bethesda, MD. The meeting
was attended by William Jor-
dan, Ill, attorney for PANE,
and PANE Board members
Paola Kinney and Joyce Cor-
radi. Harold Denton of the NRC
and several representatives
from Metropolitan
Edison/GPU also attended the
meetin%

- PANE has stated repeatedly
that it is extremely concerned
with_the planning on how the
Environmental ~ Assessment
will be constructed, im-
plemented, and what
geographic areas will be
studied. PANE spokespersons
state that the organization has
worked with several nationally
known psychiatrists,
sociologists, and psychologists
for the ﬁast 2tj years who could
assist the NRC in designing an
assessment that will not be
| biased.
According to PANE, an
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assessment completed without
its input and continuous
scrutiny will only create a
situation where further court
action will be necessary.
“PANE is interested in an un-
biased Environmental Assess-
ment that truly reflects the
TMI area,” a release from the
group states.

A PANE spokesperson

Continued from Page 1

The Federal Appeals Court
ruled in PANE’S favor, requir-
ing the NRC to conduct and
Environmental Assessment.
This court decision comes 28
months after PANE originally
asked the NRC to examine
psychological stress and com-
munity fears in the TMI area.

The PANE spokesperson also
added that even though the
NRC appears to be planning to
do an Environmental Assess-
ment, PANE feels that the NRC
or Met-Ed/GPU will eventually
take this issue to the Supreme
Court with hopes of overturning
the lower court decision.

For more information on the
matter, interested citizens and
PANE members are encourag-
ed to attend a January 31, 1982
meeting at 7:15 p.m. in the
Frey Village Guest House con-
ference room, North Union
Street, Middletown.
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pointed out that the organiza-
tion formally asked the NRC to
consider the issue of psycho-
logical stress in September
1979. However it took the NRC
Commissioners until December
1980 to decide in a 2-2 vote not to
review the issue. As a result
PANE’S attorney took the case
to a Federal Appeals Court.
(Continued On See. 1, Page 11)
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revenues to complete construction. This forces ratepayers to become lenders,
with ZERO INTERESTon their "confiscated investment”. Customers should not
have to reward mismanaged utilities that build unnecessary capacity with CWIP
bail outs.

Philadelphia area industries have testified that customer financing
schemes, such as CWIP, could result in the loss of 5,000 to 40,000 jobs. ONce
the precedent is established, hundreds of millions of dollars more could be
added to customers' Dbills statewide. How many jobs wvill be lost then?

Send letters against CWIP to: P.J.C. Commissioners: Jones, Shanaman,
Cawley, Taliaferro, and Johnson, Pa. Public Utility Commission, P.O. Box 3265,
Harrisburg, PA 17120.

CEKAS RUNS FOR ERTEL'S SPOT

Harrisburg State Senator George Gekas will run, in the May primary, for
the U.S. Congress seat now held by Allen Ertel. Gekas says TMI is a priority
and that "I wvill oppose the restart of TMI #1", however he supports Governor

Thornburgh’s cost sharing plan. Thornburgh's plan has a provision to possibly
restart TMI # as part of the cost sharing. We should all find out if Senator
GFkas really means what he's saying and if he does then he needs to become more
vocal about a safe cleanup and shutdown of TMI #1, his district office phone
no. is 561-2603.

SDS PROCESSES WATER

The famous Submerged Demineralizer System (SDS) that cost GPU 8 million
dollars has processed all but 5 inches of the 8| feet of water in the basement
of the TMI #2 containment bui Iding. Even though the water is processed it
still holds between 2,000 and 5,000 curies of radioactive tritium that can't
be removed. The processed water is stored in 2 - 500,000 gal lon tanks and some
will be used to spray the containment building walls. 230,000 curies of radio-
active strontium and cesium to name a few were removed from the water. About
100,000 gallons of contaminated water remains in the TMI #2 reactor coolant
system and wvill be filtered in May.

PANE MEETING - April 4, 1982 - Frey Village Guest House - 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Plan to attend - bring a concerned friend.

SPECIAL EVENTS THIS WEEKEND

Friday - March 26 - 8 p.m. - Bluegrass and Country Music Bands - Fairview
Township Municipal Building - Sponsored by PIRC -
Tickets $6.00. PANE gets $2.00 for each ticket sold -
Call Al Manik 944-4361 for tickets. Admission in-
cludes refreshments.

Sat. - March 27 - Candlelight walk and wvigil near TMI sponsored by
March 28th Coalition - Call PIRC 233-4241 for more in-
formation .

Sun. - March 28 - noon Met-Ed bill burning - Capitol steps - sponsored
by Project David - Call PIRC for information.

Sun. - March 28 - Afternoon - Disassembly of mock cooling towers nea-
TMI, sponsored by March 28th Coalition, call PIRC for
detai Is.

Sun. - March 28 - 7:30 p.m. - Interfaith Service sponsored by SVA -
Call PIRC for directions to the sponsoring church in
Lancaster.

NUKE PLANT WORKER DIES OF RADIATION

Toronto (AP)--An Ontario nuclear worker has died because of exposure +o
radiation on the job, s spokesman for Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd. said today.
a second worker at the same plant has won a disability award for cancer also
believed to have been caused or aggravated by radiation. Both victims had been
longtime employees at the Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd. nuclear reactor research
center at Chalk River, Ontario, near Ottawa.

OYSTER CREEK

This nuclear plant is run by Jersey Central Power and Light and GPU nu-
clear in the parent corporation. They are paying $1,000 a day fines because
the siren system is not installed at this time.
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NEXT PANE MEETING, MAY 2. 7-9 p.m., Frey Village Guest House, N. Union St.
BRING A FRIEND

NEXT ISSUE OF PANE PILL wvill be written May 20 and a special folding, stapling,
labeling, and sorting news letter party will be held May 23, 7-9 p.m. at Frey
Village Guest House. We'll sit and chat and fold, staple etc., bring a friend
and a stapler, if you have one, and meet some other PANE folks.

MAY 23 from 7-9 p.ip. Frey Village--------- A real fun time for all.

SHOW YOUR COLORS

We are receiving good response to the cards sent with Ilast month's news-
letter. If you support PANE and have not returned the card, please return it
or complete the coupon on the next to the Ilast page of this newsletter. If
you cannot send money at this time, at least let PANE know you are supportive
by returning the card or coupon.

THANK YOU

PANE recently received $400 from two local environmental groups. $200
was received from the Susquehanna Alliance based in the Lewisburg/Berwick area.
SA is active in opposing the construction of Susquehanna steam nuclear plants
near Berwick. The money was raised during a special weekend of activities
related to hazardous aspects of life which included nuclear power. The
Coalition for Renewable Energy Resources board of directors, based in Elizabeth-
town, voted to send $200 to PANE also. The coalition is very active in promot-
ing alternative energy utilization. They are the Ilargest exhibitors at the
annual Elizabethtown Community Fair with an educational display on such resource
use. THANK YOU. The funds wvill be used to pay attorney's fees for the continu-
ing battle to have an unbiased and fair environmental assessment completed in
the TMI area.

TEE SHIRTS

High quality 100% cotton PANE Tee shirts are yours in a variety of colors
in adult/children's sizes for $3.00 each plus 50<f for postage. The front of
the shirt has a map of the U.S. with all operating reactors and says "We All
Live in Middletown.” Great buy--send check to PANE, P. 0. Box 268, Middletown,
PA 17057. Send for yours today.

MAY 18, DEMOCRATS, REPUBLICANS, AND INDEPENDENTS

Yep, Independents can vote in the primary BUT only for the referendum
question. So all you registered Democrats and Republicans get the word out to
your friends who are registered as Independents. Al | registered voters can
vote on May 18, Independents though are Ilimited just to the referendum.
VOTE NO!L~! If you want more information on why a vote "no" is a good idea,
bring a friend to the May 2 PANE meeting--a discussion is planned.

NEWS SHORTS

Have you noticed how Nunzio Palladino in his February 23 tour of TMI and
others lately have discussed at length the number of employees working at TMI--
shades of the May 18th referendum.._.The ECNP Newsletter (Feb./March) feels TMI |
would not be ready for any restart until Jan or Feb. 1983 because of extensive
repairs to those tubes..GPU estimates it will cost 125 million just to get at
the reactor core of TMI #2_...ECNP news reports 10,000 customers of PP & L re-
cently objected to the January energy adjustment charge...In January 1982 only
36 of 77 nuclear reactors were producing electricity at 70% of their rated
capacity... The NRC now requires sampling and analysis of Strontium 90 in milk
only once every 92 days--there are other problem changes--more later...The
Indian Point reactor area with 289,000 persons living within 10 miles is divided
into 46 emergency planning areas--each with different directions and as a recerfit

practice drill showed very confusing...
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PANE MEETS WITH NRC ) ) v , )
Several board members of PANE (Kari Light, Don Konkle, Paola Kinney a

Jim Hurst) as well as Attorney Bill Jordan met with NRC experts to discuss the
preparation of the required environmental assessment (EA) on psycho logica
stress and community fears. Dr. Robert Holt a nationally known psychologist

from New York University also attended and made a presentation on how a study
should be conducted to capture current and relevant daia on the issue o

#l. PANE feels the "Holt Recommendation” deserves serious consideration tie-
cause, in PANE'S v'ew, all data colleced so far is dated and not TMI #
specific. In the future PANE may have to use legal pressure, again, to force

the NRC to deal with the TMI area in an unbiased, realistic and specific msnne
regarding an EA. The meeting also revealed a heavy handea move by the NRC and
industry to bring economics into the EA arena-cost to the l|ocal economy i

TMI closes?, Would rates vary much if #l were on line?, what about CPU s con
servation and load management program? There even seemed to be a trickle o
thought on the psychological stress pro-TMI folks would have from a Pmanent

shut-down. The NRC wants all work done by June for the EA--you know PANE
be watching because the need for a current and unbiased study on psychological
stress and community fears of the TMI area is needed. Plan to attend the next

PANE meeting for an up-date.

THE TMI 2 CLEAN-UP. _THREE YEARS LATER . . i
——As of March 30, 1982 GPU/Met-Ed has spent 230 million of its 300 million

in insurance benefits for the decontamination which is expected to top | Dbillion
dollars. After the 300 million, GPU and others wvill have to Kick-in some Pucks.
GPU/Met-Ed spends about 5 million a month on clean-up activities. So far 49
EB‘EBF 3 €aRAisters that e8Rigaip filters (to process water) and 12 - 15 Sub-
merged Demineralizer System canasters need to be T M+ +27MNN+° +hise
island. Supposedly the U.S. Department of Energy has agreed to accept those
cannisters. Over | million gal qus of_wate_r have bet_’—_\n processed to date——_as
processing continues  and more rad_loac"tlve filters W'I'|| need to be placed in
cann i sters and stored on-site. Five "unusual events" have occurred +he .

tabi 10 months 19F & ygrf%g)y of 'rwlr the remainder ofJ982,GPU”woulU
like to treat 100,000 gallons of radioactive water which i*s presentI™™n  the
™| #2 reactor coolant“system. GPU is saying the top of the reactor could be
removed in late 1983 or €arly 1984 and the core could be completely removed by
1986. The U.S. Department of Energy is currenTly developing a plan to take
possess ion of the entire damaged Unit .. cor8 and move it to a federal faciliry.

™I #As you know the cheating of the exams is being evaluated following hear-
ings on the subject. A report is expected in April on the rulings of a special
matter appointed by the NRC to hear the issue. The Union of Concerned ScTen-
lists continue to challenge the safety of re-starting TMI #1. GPU is now p._
paring a plan to fix 1/3 of the 30,000 steam tubes that leak-these plans may
require changes in license Ilanguage and public hearings on the 9
the work. Finally, PANE continues to scrutinize the progress of the NRC s
looking Into the need for studies on area psychological stress and community

fears related to TMI #1.

THE M@\Y/illlsgh n(\)/O'\I’/%th I(::-rg/l(!l to higher unemployment in the area. Probably not.
First of all the vote is non-binding in the primary which means it has no

olNn>Xi clout. The NRC said they wvill take notice, but we all know what they
wit( say--"Well the vote was 77% but the NRC feels an 80% vote no would, have
been more definitive."” Now back to our original statement—-|iterature ;?.rior

: \ ' Met-Ed workers were at TMI. ho
to the accident shows about 528 b t th con -
accident wi | | bring the total to over 2,000. Remember, most of those are
tract employseeecsond ™I Will"have t be cleaned up and that will take at.least

’ e majority o? the workers work at TMI 2. Specializzsd

another 4-8 years. U....iobs herefor several years while # is H2ifg
TMI | workers could keep their I v Y whi !

decommissioned . .
Also there are PP & L divisions in Lancaster and

. workers. A "no" vote will not create_,a massive
higrisQueg, that  could 2kG Li-do we resIly need 2 headaches, TMI 3 is SnataR
of a headache--l et's keep TMI | shut ang concentrate on cleaning up WA

Vote "NO" for your Middletown area friends and neighbors——spre_ad t .
Remember cleaning up #2 is going to take many years and many jobs and also it

TMI #1 were to be taken out of operation:@ that would take several years.



FLASHBACK--TM
A September 27, 1979 EPA surveillance plan for TMI 2 said the inventory of

Kr-85 was 61,400 curies, Cesium 134--208 curies, and Cesium 137--830 curies.

DID YOU KNOW
That a nuclear engineer was allowed to enter auxilliary building , at the

time of the initial accident, when radiation levels were too high to be measured
by the monitoring quipment provided h’m,and he received at least 4.175 rems
of radiation.

PETITION CAMPAIGN

You may recal!l that in Apri | of 1979 PANE conducted a campaign to secure
sighatures to close TMil About one year later when we checked to see how many
had stayed, we discovered about 8% had moved out of Middletown.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO:
Herman Daniel - a worker for Radiation Management Corporation of Phila-

delphia hired by the NRC to conduct radiation studies Just after the accident.
He had been in charge of analyzing the results of radiation checks of every
worker at TM| from Apri! to July 17, 1979 when he suddenly disappeared. Af
article in the July 30, 1979 Philadelphia Daily News says his wife stated "In
cases where her husband discovered high levels or unusual kinds of radiation,
she said, he had told her of additional pressure from his SuUperiors to review
his data and recalculate the results.”

Randa Il S1 Thompson - a former “"physical chemist® at T™M! who di sappeared

his New Mexico home in early March 1981. He was supposedly writing a book
called " Tales From the Heart of the Beast" and according to the Rocky Mountain

News the March 3, 198! It alleges that TMI officials covered up the
severity of danger to ic after the acci dent

PANE AND EDUCATION
The October 1981 edition of Social Prob lems has a very interesting review

of Penn State sociologists Ed Walsh's 2 1/2 year study on organizations that
have opposed TMI since the accident. He completed research on PANE and al |
the local organlza ions. It is very i. teresting reading.

FLASHBACK--TMI

The attorneys of GPU received 75,000 a month for their services during
the TMI #1 hearings, October 1960 to September 1981...In 1977 a valve stuck
open at Davis-Besse nuclear power plant in Ohio (similar to TMI 2 accident)
but since the plant was at only 7$ rather than the 98% power TMI #2 was operat

Ing at, It escaped serious problems.

THE MEDIA AND GPU

It is interesting how some local media folks now work for GPU, it makes
you really wonder about their reporting before they started with GPU and also
-""Inforces the need to scrutinize current media folks. Dave Osterhout used to
write for the New Era, the Lancaster evening paper and of course you remember
John Micka who used to be on Channel 27. Doug Bedell used to write for the
Philadelphia Bulletin. It is interesting that in March of 1981 Anne Trun-k
wrote an editorial in The Bulletin. We wonder if her "view" of TMI helped

Doug decide to work for GPU?

TMI  FLASHBACK

In December 1980 the NRC found the Met-Ed reactor operator training pro-
gram to be unacceptable for TMI #1 personnel because of "... open book quizzes
administered for periodic evaluation®... The August 14, 1979 Lancaster
Intel | igencer had an article that said Bechtel Corporation (the folks respon-
sible for doing aiot of the #2 clean-up) felt the fuel core would be removed
by the Fall, 1981 and TMI #2 returned to operation by summer 1983 and that the

water would be removed from the containment of #2 by Winter or Spring 1980.

™I #1

The NRC staff in a March 1981 paper felt TMI #1 operating would release
7555 curies of radioactive gasses and 2008 curies of radioactive nuclides in
liguid annually, if restarted.
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Q;; EVACUATION PLANNING FOR T4 |

Clyde Miiller, Director of Lebanon County's Emergency Management Agency,
was interviewed in the March 29, 1982 edition of Lebanon Daily News.- Some
of his comments follow:

"It doesn't work--the notification system doesn't work...the first phase
of the plan doesn't seem to work and that’s the notification.” 2 hours after
the last low-ievel emergency began Lebanon was notified. "Going back to
March 28, 1979, that started out as an unusual event. We're the ones that
should have at lea -t a 4-6 hour grace neriod for us to activate our forces.
I’m very apprehensive whether we're ever going to have that.”

HEINZ CLEAN-UP BILL MAKES SOME PROGRESS
The Senate Evergy Commitvee on March 31, 1982 passes the Heinz clean-up

bill (12-7). The bill applies only to nuclear utilities and the surcharge
would be required by the Government. The nuclear utilities will pay 192 million
over 6 y ars to help decommission TMI #2. However remember this bill has only

been voted favorably out of Committee and now must be votedon by the whoie
Senate--later this year, then the House of Representatives. The amount in the
bill represents about 20$ of what wvill be needed to complete the job at TMI 2--
does that mean decommissioning also? Supposedly the Dbill if passed in both
houses wi || have each customer of a nuclear util ity pay 20 to 304 extra each
year. (There are more shares of stock then customers--maybe the shareholders
ought to pick it up?)

NEWSLETTER FOLDING PARTY - FREY VILLAGE GUEST HOUSE - 7-9 P.M. MAY 23, 1982

UCS AND TMI

The Union of Concerned Scientists gave a sterling presentation on March
29, 1982 at the MCSO before Congressman Udall, A len Ertel and others. Robert
Pollard of UCS stated that it appears the NRC is overstating the risk at TMI 2
in order to influence -~he sources of clean-up funding and understating risks
of a TMI | restart for reasons also related to clean-up funding. John Minnich
- Dauphin County Commissioner said, ""If the utility can't afford to bear the
cost of the accident, perhaps that utility shouldn't be licenced to begin with”

STEAM GENERATOR TUBES *

An NRC staff report says weak steam generator tubes in 40 plants across
+ U.S. are "virtually impossible to -fix", causing higher operating costs and
laaiavion exposure to plant personnel. Of course TMI | is on the Ilist. The
NRC staff in February 198" said the problem is responsible for 23$ of nuclear
plant shutdowns. You may recu!l in 1981 the NRC warning that 27 reactors
faced this problem, now it is 40. GPU/Met-Ed hopes to repair TMI | steam tubes

they say at a cost of 10-20 million dollars for repair of about 10,000 tubes,
7,000 tubes were "sleeved" (repaired) in California at a cost of $70 million.
Proposed "sleeving” of 3,000 at the Ginna reactor (scene of a recent accident)
are estimated to cost $20 million. Do you think GPU/Met-Ed has got their
figures right? Have they ever been right?

GPU SYSTEM DATA
The GPU energy plan Load and Capacity Forecast Program for Balancing

Supply and Demand Through the year 2,000 was recently reviewed by PANE. It
was published in November 1981. Following is a summary:

Ccr.ause the Forked River Nuclear Plant in New Jersey was cancelled bv
GPU recently it wi |l be necessary to buy 1000 MW from 1986 to 1995 from Ontario
Hydro with a line built under Lake Erie. Additionally 1200 MWH per hour of
coa fired energy purchases will have to be made beginning in 1985. Jersey

Central Power & Light was the GPU subsidiary that started and stopped construc-
tion of Forked RIiver.

2. GPU plans to build a series of 625 MW coal plants starting in 1991.

3. A key to the above and many other items | isted is the control of growih
in demand through the implementation of the GPU Conservation and Load Manage-
ment Maste r Plan.

4. GPU plans to relieve transmission Ilimits through Ilow cost capacitor
ins+al lations.

5. The unfortunate aspect of the plan is its basis on returning TMI #1

to service and also TMI #2. Certainly is an Alice in Wonderland presentation
and unfortunately needs more realism.
6. In order for GPU to begin a 1991 coal uwunit it will have to get finan-

cial commitments lined up by 1986.
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7. The ownership of the Ontario Hydro-Lake Erie inter-tie will be assign-
ed to Jersey Central Power Light.

8. This plan assumes TMI #1 to service in 1982 and TMI #2 in early 1988.

9. According to GPU, combustion turbine generation (oil fired) are to be
retired when they are 23 - 27 years of age. Steam stations (like coal) are to
b'e retired after 40 or more years service. Nuclear....GPU really didn’t say.

10. For Met-Ed there is 2030 MW of total capacity now existing however if
you subtract their share of TMI #1 and TMI A? (828 MW) the total is 1202 MW.

11. Met-Ed’s reak for 1930 was |503 MW in the month of February.

12. York Haven Hydro is rated at 19 MWw.

13. Met-Ed owns two coal units which equals 68i MW and operated up to 24
hours a day 7 days a week. (Portland & Conemaugh)

14. Met-Ed has one other coal unit 234 MW (Titus) that averages between 12
and 24 hours a day 7 days a week.

15. Combustion turbines (266 MW) and Diesels (2 MW) are the peaking units
meaning they normal iy operate less then 12 hours a day.

16. The first unit at York Haven Hydro was installed in 1906 and had a
idling of .7 Mw.

I’m sure this was quite a bit for you to swal low--however taking a look at
how uwutilities generate electricity can be valuable. The point is clear though,
as long as assumptions are made on TMI availability, planning and expectations
will always fall short.

PANE MEETING, MAY 2, 7-9 P.M., FREY VILLAGE GUEST HOUSE, N. UNION ST., M-TOWN
BRING A FRIEND BRING A FRIEND BRING A FRIEND

F. - - TS sympathy

On March 29, 1982 Congressmen Udall, Ertel and others showed concern bv
holding a meeting at the MCSO well attended by local folks, Local business
persons Jack Stotz and Joseph Krajsa deserve your sympathy. They addressed the
Congressional delegation and rightly t$ld of the need to get TMI 2 cleaned up.
However they then explained how important TMI was to the area and that the
Federal Government has subsidized the toDacco indusTry etc. and why can't the
Feds help us more. if there would not have been an accident, there would only
be about 500 people worktng at TMI. Due to the accident we've got over 2,0Cv
iolks working, living, and spending money in tne area. Hershey Foods employs
over 3,000 people i:i Hershey permanent/. When TMI is cleaned up (??7?7?7?) TMI
will again employ only a couple of hundred workers. Fur their information the
government has heavily subsidized the nuclear industry over 12 billion dollars
in the last 20 years. Remember when 13,000 employees were phased out of OIlm-
sted base in the 1960's. C’mon gentlemen let's not let dol lars fi || the pockets
so full. The reality is TMI 2 wvill have to be cleaned up (5-8 years yet,
probably) and about 75% of the workers are involved in that in some sunn'.. way.
Shutting TMI | would require a year or two if you look at fuel removal and other
associated activities to mothbal | the big macnine--cr if it must be dismantled
then you're talking several more years. No matter what happens at TMI few

15 would lose their jobs immediately. There is no doubt the accident has
pumped up the economy but some day that false economy wi || have to go back to
pre-March 28, 1979 days. The gentlemen seem to infer that nuclear energy and
its associated problems are good for- you and me. Don't get mad or upset, Just
feel sorry for these misguided businessmen who allow dollars to do their think-
ing for them.

NEWS SHORTS - ECNP news(Feb./March) reports the Ginna reactor scene of January
25 accident may not operate till May | (the word in Feb. was "any day no’”.")
Anybody see Rep. Ken Brandt on Newsmakers on April 2, 1982; he dislikes the idea
of a referendum--he said he can see the towers from his home and isn't upset
about TMI..WHP-TV had some mobile machines at businesses during the March 28,
1982 weekend for persons to record their thoughts on TMiI--early figures showed
67% who used the machine want it closed...

Yes, | support PANE

Yes, | support PANE and enclosed is a contribution

Yes, | support PANE and enclosed is $5.00 for my family membership.
NAME : ADDRESS:
PHONE:

SEND TO: PANE, P.O. BOX 268, MIDDLETOWN, PA | 7057



WHY CAN'T GPU_PAY NOW ] . .
The published Senate Report of November 8 & 9, 1979 hearings in Washing

DC should be reviewed again, particularly pages 189-191. In summary +he pages

indicate some statements made by GPU officials to Senate investiga ive s . '
The staff memoranda of an October 19, 1979 meeting with several GPU officials

including Treasurer John Graham says in part this "Graham committed GPU to

cleaning up TMI 2 no matter what circumstances transpired. He said insurance
coverage was being counted upon to pay for 300 million of the clean-up.. e n
said GPU could absorb the clean-up of TMI 2 even if it went to 800 milllon, ..

A later statement could infer that the prior statement was made based on IMI |
operating however we can only infer that.

TMI--THE REAL ISSUE . . L
Probably the real problem is why isn’t the plant decontaminaied, yet.

It's very clear the acci@&nht Was MisHBRay&Y. the clean-up is barely being man-
aged. e re_al problem--why must we have the opportunity ’_[o.go through al | of
th 's again with TMI |--Let's get TMI 2 cleaned up, decommission TMlI and then
live In peace except for some smokers dying, a few people choking on food, some
airplane crashes . auto accidents_and maybe some Manle_y_R(_egan toxic fumes occa-
sionally. Hey life is full of risks--let’s try to minimize them------—---- starting
with TMI, next buckle your seat belt, next stop smoking (if you smoke), next
look both ways before you cross the street and finally eat 5 meals a day so
you don"t have to gulp your food.

Htwo SHORTS in 1972 TM™MI hit an all-time high during on-site construction of
over 3,000 employees Ml | generated electricity in Sept. 1974 and TMI 2 in
Dec. 1978...In° 1976 there were 412 Met-Ed employees working at TMI, 1977.it
totaled 434 Met-Ed added folks because they developed their own security
force , 1978 the total was 528 Met-Ed emp loyees...The Berwick nuclear plant that
PPAL Is trying to build has 71,000 people Iliving within 10 miles of the 2
reactors-one of which is supposed to f£e re~dy for start-up April or June 19>J
...The PUC is expected to make a decision in December in whether Lukens Steel
can switch from Philadelphia Electric Co. to PP&L--Lukens says it could save
17 million a year by switching... The Navy has 5 nuclear subs waiting for
Pr—ial and is considering sinking them in the ocean because there seems to be
a problem of how to dispose of nuclear wastes ... Those Rutgers folks had their
study in the Press and Journal again ci March 24, 1982, that's the one.that
says a majority of respondents perceived Match 30, 1979 as nonthreatening...
The two reactors at Limerick are 20 miles N.W. of Philadelphia and are schedul-
ed to go on line 1985 and 1987...Anna Wasserbach of New York writes that only
IOp of the contaminated TMI laundry is shipped to a New York State Ilaundry co.
The remaining 90% is burned at TMI in a mobile unit€t...On Fr"daY» March 5, 1982
45 drums of contaminated Ilaundry were shipped to TRI-STATE INDUSTRIAL LAUNDRIES
UTIEA, N¥...Senater Tsengas ef Mass, on nuclear power Curious system where
you free enterprise your profits and socialize your losses. - --The March 22,
1982 unusual event at TMI 2 resulted in the spilling of 150 gallons of
vacuumed into 55 gallon drums which measured 350 mr/h r.--total personnel
exposure was | man rem...Unit 2 occupational exposures for Jan/Feb. totalkdJ&
man rem..A mini eamefa | ft: |leng and | 1/4 iA. in diameter will be used to
inspect the mangled ¥ore of TMI Z2...Herman D'eckamp, GPU President, said on
March 30, 1982 that costs of TMI 2 work to date are "accident response 95
mi | lion, clean-up 25 million, waste shipping and disposal 15 million, opera-
tions and site services 110 million, facilities 30 million for a total of
275 milllon."——if there are @ood audit trai Is Jim Hurst has volunteered to
audit their books...There is an estimated 133 tons of dama9ed-fuel in ™I 2. ..
Congressman Ertel's testimony to th'e Kemeny Commission in 7979 is excel lent--
just re-read it—-if You want a copy send a business size envelope with 404 in
stamps to PANE, P.O. BOX 268, MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057
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developed earlier this year by several Harrisburg area eon-
cerned citizens. Since that time both sides have done considerable posturing.
Governor Thornburgh says the referendum vote is too simplified for a complex
arel like nuclear power, Congressman Ertel felt at voting time he would vote
no Dauphin County Commissioner Larry Hochendoner felt like-wise, GPU said ey

? ickkP a nosition yes or no e their organization of _employees, spouses and
21! h « r ,P y% FamTlFof TMI, saysg vote yes. GPU R Y? pro lEﬁy now

cl> a | the "yes" votes as well as those who forgot to vote on the referendum
while In the voting booth. Several televised panel discuss,ons occurred and

?;°e? "M fnrsiHoura™~d™NtriTud ™M 2" 7~~~ H e T™MI

r~°nre-started .W°Pu re9specu™ation lased on a

theoretical assumption unless one of them has been geT+'ng special fate mess

goes concerning our future. They also discuss the 450 people now at TMI who
have 4 year college degrees, yet a May 1982  national news a/c\:count states
thTt tn~d thosedare %‘8 BRYpIE WHS™ %%\j begﬁé"ttm% ER% AYSI&AF™ ndustry .
troubl™~because of the lack of operating experience. r.—=rl- )
million has been spent on TMI #1 modifications. Tha $ $50million that could
have tremendously advanced the clean-up of TMI 2.

To keep the referendum in perspective let s view & few facts.

Sirens have been placed within 10 miles of TMI. Certainly many persons
further away are concerned about TMI, yet study after Study reveals the most

intense concern within the 10 mile area. [T you look at the referendum
counti es--Lebanon has 2 sirens E_:_g_r_nberland has one and Dauphin has 28.
Interestingly enough York country has 34 sirens’ yet did not choose to place the

referMe?-Ed°?oneeofaiie+ihree operating companies of GPU and haif owner of ™I|>

nrnvirfps electricity to 90% of the consumers in Lebanon County.; 5% of the
consumers in Dauphin CouTFV and of the consumers- R EHYMBEFARE €8Hﬂt¥:

RE FE RENDUM . RESULTS i
As this edition of the PANE PILL goes to press, wef rep((j)rt the fo!loww;}g
preliminary voting statistics on the TMI non- blndln%A referendum question that

appeared on the May 18 primary ballot in 3 central not (i:r?vL:)T\sle?cf. inT?ﬁquggitd%rn’t
"Do you favor the restart of TMI Unit | which was h of th t d
of March 28, 19797?" The majority of the voters in eaco © € C(Ljubn ies (():pposte
nestart-Daupbin County ~Cumber wan%{ht Hnty,
For ou 35 miles North of TMI. Cumberland Countg is. to
the East and extends to polnts 35 miles N stant miles.
>X~o iy 1 1sforthe Northeast,bl +s9closest point being 9 mi.es and ex-
tends to just over 30 »>Hes from out f 40 h d more yes than no votes
Dauphin County, only , p teeing 3() mile5 Norfh Qf T™M,

Cumberiand bounty, ™" "™ "NMICtSiIiOMNOT votes--9 ,vs. 4

WestMof*"TM?I°Uprecinct voting for Lebanon County was not obtained in time for
inciu:iu"sbi:a"c;i'onb;orbp:ri;sdoi:d”™ I rico "€ vot.r tu T ; »as

GPU s reacTion to i Thjs primary had no contested battles

1°r Heeled position™9 Despite that In the five precincts in Dauphin County
leverage of W "rllidents remain

PANE views the vote as a repel-a ublic_ tilities I's operator) and
HrNRrtHt r]o’\ThTaHb"‘ %r ‘L_J r><i Lé served(—H‘vlTMl p is )

restarted.



GPU STOCKHOLDERS MEETING

200 Stockholders attended GPU's annual meeting in Erie on May 6. Accord-
ing to the Erie Morning News on May 7, 1982.should #1 ever come on line *
PENELEC (one of the 3 GPU power companies) customers would experience only a
slight reduction in rates. GPU officials also said they could never guarantee
that another nuclear accident would not occur.” Erie is the largest city
served by the GPU system. GPU hired off-duty Eriepolice officers, some who
stayed in the building all night, to make sure security was not breached. GPU
says since the accident common stockholders have foregone 300 million in divi-
dends and market value of stock only fell from $18.00 to $5.00 per share. GPU
says its earnings from April 1, 1981 to March 30, 1982 were 31.1 million;
however, write-offs associated with cancellation of a GPU New Jersey planned
nuclear power plant and other factors created a loss of 5.3 million. Erie
Attorney George Schroeck cal led for a proposal to abandon TMI #1 and was voted
down. Sources - May 7, 1982 Erie Times and Morning News.

EASTER TOURS OF TMI AND RADIATION WASTE DISPOSAL

A publication by GPU ""TMI - Information/Up-Date” dated March 30, 1982 was
offering Easter Sunday tours.of TMI for employee families. Another article was
entitled "Unit Cleanliness Program". One must remember that a radioactive
reactor began operating at TMI in September 1974 and began producing radioactive
wastes. The article discusses the objective of this program is to . . . keep
"clean" (uncontaminated) trash separated from any radioactivecontarninated trash,
irash barrels will be established in the Auxiliary Building for three different
kinds of trash. Each employee is being asked to be responsible for placing
trash and Sundry in the proper barrel'----—--—--—-- Truly amazing, we often talk about
competence on TMI---------- 8 years nuclear generation of radio-active wastes and now
a "new" program. One can get rather apprehensive about what's been going on
down there.

OPEN-BARREL OF TMI WASTES ARRIVES IN WASHINGTON STATE

A TMI load of waste arrived at Hanford, Washington on May 5, 1982.
the load consisted of 68 barrels and six boxes of low level waste. oucbarrel
opened sometime during the journey when a weld on a locking ring broke. The
barrel contained plastic shoe coverings, plastic bags and rags. As a result
the Hanford low level waste repository banned al | shipments from TMI for one
week .

PANE MEETINGS-mark the calendar

June 6 - 7:00 p.rn. and June 20 - 7:00 p.m.

all meetings are held at the Frey Vil lage Guest House,
the single story dwelling on the right as you turn from
North Union Street into Frey Vi llage.

PANE AND YOU

PANE needs some ideas and people willing to work on fund-raising projects.
Because of the likely probability that the NRC wvill require us to go to court
AGAIN in order to get them to do ar, unbiased, thorough, and current review of
psychological stress and community fears related specifically to TMI #1.
Please plan to help by attending a June meeting.

REMEMBER
Hard work by people and organizations with very little money has kept the

iSsue of TMI #1 alive and made others scrutinize what occurs on the island.
Referendums are fine but hard work must fol low by persons just like yourself.
Let PANE know you wvill help with your time and/or financial contributions.

LIVING IN THE SHADOWS
As we all know real estate near TMI is not selling well except to GPU

employees. An article In the April 21, 1982 Harrisburg Evening News quotes
local real estate person Don Shearer "Less people are buying in the immediate
,mpact area where they can see the cooling towers.”
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WHP SURVEY
zN7S+al'?nS commiss'™?ned a survey conducted in late March in which a

+o+al

) ) people answered questions at computer terminals set-up In 12
locations in Dauphin, .Lancaster and Cumberland counties. 75% of the respond-
w o 'r- Ve Wl miles of TMI . 37% said they'd consider moving if TMI #1
of TMI I8S'sa??+ba"d the* are concerned about their personal safety because

at TMI <4 so far <« v conf'der evacuating when unusual events are announced
so far th.s year). 64% were opposed to the restart of TMI #.

CANADIAN POWER FOR JCP & L
TMI) Met-Fdl nl+h Three companies--Pennsyl vanla Electric (North and west of
JCP&I PANrI a2° Eas+ <f ™ and Jersey Central Power and Light (JCP&L).

JCP&L cancelled the Forked River Nuclear plant and . .
now is going to put up 325

million to pay for a line ;g .
. . go under Lake Erie to
ing to the April 28, 1982 wall Street Journal. get power from Canada, accord

TMI 2 CLEAN-UP

An area known as the E%Stopi%ﬁtf&arﬁj\%ed catch pasin for natural run oOff

water) shqowed elevated leve ) .
harl,g,rrt,lnd ety St e Lo Uu Februarey :L982h tWﬁﬁ the natural

% ;k nOI (_:oncbentra:tglgg 8f_/ltr|t|um in surface water in the area (natural
ackgroun is about i ' .

9 ] P ). When the Reactor Coolant system (RCS) water is
processed the chemistry of the water |hiected back Into the RCS will have to be
Closel)é controlled to teduce the o - . .

% i possibility of corrosion of materials in the

RCS ¢ 9o tmi O -------- )
] k .1.™  ~occupational exposure January-March 101 man-rem. On

April tJ 2 ?ea .? Physics technician received 89 MR because

he_cowhﬁ?(%?r4actlvate_ the door _t-‘3 ex'T The TMI 2 reactor building. The techni-
MR r>f cvn”~c, r-°r 3 minutes until he opened the disabled door and accumulated 89

MR of exp@sie: . entries were made into the TMI 2 reactor bui Iding from

July 23, X0 +0 S?P+ember 24, 1981 for a total of 199 man hours and 63 total
man rems. entries were made from October 27, 1981 to March 31, 1982 for a
VI [ man hours and 115 total man rem hours. (If you have trouble with

some terms on concepts used érlw. the ne\el,g,letter attend the next PANE meeting and
ask questions and you wlIlH 9 answers - L - .
+ In July 1982 a television inspection

ﬁéaéhere;zl\l/alz upper _rf_actor vessel internals and summer of 1983 reactor vessel
' rhaps__3,0CO _gﬁll Iﬁns of water has leaked from a

ao'rflTT,"??!%Ttorage A"delzf 'reTTUnQ'I.r. ZI”‘.thn'ﬁJr'\"m&? levels of radio-

activity m at area is groundwater.

MONEY FOR THE CLEAN-UP

for t?5 ferY_Pa?e! for +he TMI clean-up recently asked the PUC to
transfer ?24dmll ion of long-term debt servigg funds h. 4 by GPU to a special
ciean-up Tund. ? 2 1Lf°r9e+ the PUC held out the carrot earlier this year saying
if TMI #| restarted then Met-Ed" couTd "bi FI"7

addi‘ional $36 million would be made galailzg_éﬁise_’, cuslttor‘:]’loev\l;sng;or:tljrggltyss?nﬁrllion a

month to work on the damaged Unit 2 reactor which is considered “baby-sitting."

LANE and the candidates
PANE wvill soon be meeting to determine the construction of a questionnaire
related to TMI which wvill be sent .

! . .~ to persons who wvill appear on the November
ballot. Jt you are interested in helpin develop this uestionnaire check the
June newsletter for the date and pIng p > g

location of the meeting.

WATER AND PURITY
Naomi Jacobson ef Land Ime., a Wisconsin environmental organization, writes

to PANE about the amount of water . - -
of strontium 90. She.quotes a Smi{hegoensﬁgnryI\/Fggécz)llflmgf%o\dvr%teerAIS?ﬁd 1\3%1h one cune

he standard unit of measurement for quantities of radioactivity is a

f2d;°n+. Way +0 ®xP”"ss the pollution potential of a radioactive sub-
nnrl+v  Tho +h® amoun+ of wa+er required to dilute one curie to drinking water
pu /. The amount necessary for one curie of strontium 90 is about 10 bullion

gallons of water for an example?"

PANE STRESS CASE--IN WRIT | NG

The F®derai Appeais Court in Washington, DC released the full written
decision of the PANE case on Friday, May 14 (such great timing). You wvill re-
call our attorney William Jordan |11 of Harmon & Weiss in Washington DC made
presentations in” November 1981 to the 3 judge panel as to why the NRC must Re-

view environmental assessment psychological stress and community fears before



any decision is made on the future of TMI #1. The 3 judge panel issued a short
written decision (2-1) on January 7, 1982, that said the NRC must do the review
(EA). However attorney Jordan, the NRC, Met-Ed, and PANE have been awaiting

the detailed final order. The May 14 issuance merely gives the NRC and Met-Ed

the basis to file an appeal (which is likely). Meanwhile the court-ordered
environmental assessment (EA) is being conducted by the NRC. PANE has followed
the progress and has doubts the NRC wi || produce a thorough and current EA that
is TMI #1 specific. Attorney Jordan has utilized the expertise of psychiatrists,
a psychologist, several PANE members, a study on the effect of rates by a TMI
re-start written by Steve Brooks as well as many others to help the NRC under-

stand that more detailed work must be done to determine what effect a re-start
of TMI #1 wvill have on local residents.

The NRC expects to complete the EA in June or July and then the NRC com-
missioners will review it and vote whether a more thorough Environmental Impact
Statement (E|S) must be done.

PANE has indications that the EA will be woeful ly inadequate and that an
EIS is necessary. If the NRC Commissioners feel an EIS need not be done then
PANE wvill have to go the civil courts againl!!l!ll

CHEATING AT TMI

As you know the NRC investigated the TMI #1 operator cheating in tests
that occurred In April 1981. The results of the Iinvestigation were released on
April 29, 1982 and once again point to the incompetence of management at TMI.
The judge who presided over the 6 month investigation says GPU permitted an
attitude to develop which caused the cheating to occur. He also recommended
that criminal charges be brought against two plant operators who cheated. The
judge said GPU ™ failed to meet its obligation” to check test results for
cheating and described its testimony concerning another incident as ’not cred-
ible.” He felt GPU hadoresp.onded adequately to an NRC order of August 9, 1979
for re-testing of all plant operators. The April 29, 1982 release of this iIn-
formation makes an NRC decision last August, that maintained GPU had met basic
management requirements to operate TMI #1, seem ridiculous. The NRC was even
advised by the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (a group that heard other TMI
#1 evidence) that TMI #1 could operate at 5% power after the cheating hearings
were completed. Robert Arnold of GPU nuclear said operators have successfully
passed tests taken in October 1981 and February 1982 and seems to imply that
whatever wrong-doings discovered prior to October 1981 are water over the dam.
What do you think?7??2.

The cheating in April 1981 occurred in the middle and upper ranks of the

operations staff. The judge recommended that tht two operators who cheated be
subject to criminal charges; they have since been fired and it is rumored that
one of them is working at a Virginia nuclear power plant. 2 other plant opera-

tors ifentified as J. Banks and D. Mayhue were recommended by the judge to be
barred from operating TMI #1. A fifth operator identified only as a man named
"Shipman" was recommended by the judge to be barred from operating the unit
until he identifies a person who asked him for information about a test. The
judge, also known as the special master, Gary Mi lIhol | in also reported that a
supervisor identified as Michael J. Ross bragged to fel low employees about keep-

ing a proctor out of an examinati on room while employees were tested. Ross
denied knowledge of the incident but Mi Ihol | in said testimony from others and
an investigation led him to believe Ross did it intentionally. On May 6 the

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB) to which Judge Milhol lin reports to
said Ross, a top supervisor, is innocent. The ASLB said Ross unintentional ly
kept the proctor from the room. The Mi Ihol | in investigation also found evid-
ence of cheating on weekly quizzes adminiatered during operator training pro-

grams at TMI. Louise Bradford of TMIA also said another cheating incident also
surfaced during the recent hearings because an exam was turned in, in the hand-
writing of both men who were involved. Mi Thol | in said GPU's response to this

incident was one of a lack of candor with the NRC. Mi lhol |l in also said the
content of the April 1981 exam was inadequate. He said employees memorized
passages from testing manuals but showed no comprehension or long time retention
of the rtaferial. Mi Thol | In feels procedures recently instituted should prevent
future cheating IF they are fol lowed. It isclear that GPU’s response to the

‘Ml 2 accident has been inadetwiste. Do you really think everyone understands
this. Write your legislators today we can’t -aHow TM}--#1--tO operafeA'So
devastating was the fact that one of the two operators who was gui Ity of cheat-
ing and fired was unrepentent for his action which could have caused a threat
to public health and safety. The NRC staff of Robert Purple is reviewing the

Mi Thol | in report and wvill recommend to the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
whether something like all new re-training and testing will have to take place
etc., then the ASLB will make a recommendation to the NRC Commissioners who

will have the final say----- or will you or |I.



Funky Winkerbean

WHAT AM 1 GOING TO IE 1 FLUNK THIt &JEMOUE MUST HAVE
DO4- < I DIDN'T I'LL GET KILLED '/  5TODIED BOTMEfLOOK
STOOD FOR THIS TEST ATBARRD BALDERMAN
AT ALLY THERE ! HE'S ALREAW

HALF FINISHED .'IN FACT

1 CAN 5EE ALL OF
HIS ANSWERS /n

MAUBE 1 SHOULD CHANGE
ONE OR TWO OF THESE ON 7HE OTHER HAND.
ANSWERS THAT 1 COPIED
FROM BARRD'S TEST RAPER
SO ITWONT

look too
< \\/ I V5USPIC/0US5 |

LEAKY PIPES?--DO SOMETHING!
As you know The people at TMI say they want to fix those steam generator
tubes. Did you know $94 million was allocated for TMI #1 for 1982 by GPU.

GPU says they'll use $25 million of the 94 million to repair the tubes. Do
you really think it will cost Just 25 million? That's 25 million or more that
could be spent on the clean-up------- right.'1."."  Write your Congressman, state

senator and representative--this is incredi Dble. You may remember that in Apri |
GPU was saying about 1/3 (10,000) of the steam generator tubes would have to

be repaired. Their story has,, of course, changed. In early May it was announced
that repair work would be conducted on almost all of the 31,000 tubes. GPU
wants to start work in "mid-summer". Also you should know, GPU says, 500-700
of the tubes will be plugged and taken out of service, thereby reducing the
efficiency of TMI and if other leaks occur further jeopardizing power output.
A GPU spokesperson was quoted by Associated Press on May 5, 1982 as saying
about half (15,000) of the tubes showed signs of corrosion and therfore "'it
would be more efficient to repair all of them". The process they plan to use
will do 30 tubes at one time. Perhaps its really faster not so much more
efficient. Finally, there is reason to believe this whole steam tube problem
would not have occurred if the nuclear industry really understood nuclear tech-
nology. Don't just sit therecall Governor Thornburgh 1-800-9 32-0784, Congress-
man Erte!| 564-8963, State Senator Gekas 561-2603, State Representative Rudy
Dininni 564-6201, and U.S. Senator Heinz 233-5849, County Commission Chairman

Mi nnich 255-2741.

WHOSE TO PAY FOR CLEANING TMI 27

You may recal !l in September 1981 the Edison Electric Institute, a mouth-
piece for nuclear representing U.S. utilities recommended contributing $192
million toward the clean-up. It has not appeared and is unlikely that it wvill.

One reason--that $25 million or so that GPU wants to use on the steam tubes.
The huge Tennessee Valley Authority recently said it was unfair for their
electric customers to contribute to the clean-up, at this time. P.S.--that
Edison Electric Institute recommendation would also have Met-Ed customers Kick-
in $700,000. As you know our friendly Public Utility Commission has approved
allowing GPU to eventually charge its customers up to 300 million,

what about the nuclear vendors (Babcock & Wi Icox,
Westinghouse, etc.) and what about GPU, so far they have only used insurance
money. By the way, did you know Senator Heinz got $1,250.00 in a political
contribution from GPU's political action committee? Also a large New York
investment firm that holds large numbers of GPU stock contributed $500 to our
Pittsburgh Senator and finally $200 was given to Heinz by the Babcock and Wilcox
political action committee (they designed the famous steam tube generators).
Source Mick Rood coiumn, April 25, 1981, Patriot

DID YOU KNOW?
1. An NRC task force report on the clean-up of TMI 2 reported in Feb. 1980
that re-starting TMI | was a higher priority for GPU then clean-up of TMI 2.



less then 3 months after the START of the accident, GPU
repared to restart TMI #1 on or about August 15, 1979.
3. s fined $155,000 for its actions before and during the
i eni.
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THREE MILE ISLAND: &

P.A.N.E. INC.
P.O. BOX 268 o

- MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057 O
Close It. FAME PXLL THPS

JUNE 1982

Tel | your Legislator - ""NO CONSIDERATION OF A TMI #1 RESTART - UNTIL
™I #2 IS DECOMMISSIONED AND DECONTAMINATED"

Next PANE meetings- July Il and July 25-7 p.m. Frey Village Guest
House, North Union Street.

Tell your Legislator - "Don't allow GPU to waste $25 million on TMI #1
steam tube repair - Rather spend it on TMI #2."

Psychological Impact of TMI #1

As you know on May 14, 1982 the final written PANE Court victory that
orders the NRC to review the impact on our health if TMI #1 were restarted was
released. Following is excerpts of a paper prepared by our attorney William
Jordan 111, of Harmon & Weiss, Washington, DC regarding the importance of the
Federal Court ruling.

On May 14, 1982, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit issued its
decision in People Against Nuclear Energy v. U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, in which the Court ordered the NRC to determine

"whether, since the preparation of the original environmental impact

statement for the nuclear facility at Three Mile Island Unit

(TMI-1), significant new circumstances or information have arisen

with respect to the potential psychological health effect of

operating the TMI - | facility.™

In addition, the Court ruled that the reference to the "public health and
safety” under the Atomic Energy Act does not extend to psychological health.
This decision is extremely significant to the development of the Ilaw under
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and to the efforts to prevent
the restart of Three Mile Island Unit |I.

The most obvious significance of this decision is that it establishes for
the first time that NEPA protections extend to the potential damage to human
psychological health. No previous case has explicitly addressed this point,
although several have used language indicating that psychological matters
would not be considered under NEPA. This case is important in drawing the dis-
tinction between potential medically recognizable psychological health damage
and lesser concerns such as anxiety about the location of a prison or the re-
location of a military base.

In addition to this decision's significance in terms of the substantive
application of NEPA, it contains extremely broad and useful language related
to when the federal agency is required to undertake an environmental analysis
under NEPA. As discussed on paged 18-23 of majority opinion, the Court adopt-
ed the principle that the Commission's ongoing regulation of and responsibil-
ity for the operation of nuclear reactors constitutes a major federal action
such that the Commission has "a continuing obligation to comply with NEPA."
This decision does not depend upon the fact that a restart of the reactor is
involved, but apparently hinges on the fact that PANE al leged significant new
information concerning psychological health damage. Using this logic, it can
be argued that any federal agency must do a supplemental environmental analysis
of a project for which it has ongoing responsibility if significant new infor-
mation has developed concerning the environmental impact of that project. It
would at least require a responsible federal agency to keep the public aware
of the environmental impacts of its project, even if those impacts change after
the project has been approved. In the nuclear context, for example, this
would arguably require the Commission to take into account changes in forecasts
of need for power. Had this requirement been in effect over the last decade,
it could well have resulted in the cancellation, forced or otherwise, of a
number of reactors throughout the country.
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The need to support this decision derives not only from the affirmative
benefits that it provides, but from the fact that an adverse decision on re-
hearing or appeal could severely limit the scope of NEPA, both substantively
and procedurally. Judge Wilkey’s dissent is extremely strongly written and
clearly designed to appeal to the political bias of the Supreme Court or the
conservative members of the DC Circuit. It is also dangerous in that it
charges Judges Wright and McGowan with acting out of political bias themselves,
when nothing could be clearer than the fact that Wilkey's decision is based
not on the Ilaw, but on his personal sraport for nuclear power. It would be
devastating to have either the DC Circuit, en banc, or the Supreme Court over-
turn this decision on the grounds that it was political rather than Ilegal.

The Atomic Energy Act issue presents in some ways a more interesting
situation. PANE lost its argument that the concept of health under the AEA
extends to psychological health, although we got a very good dissent from
Judge Wright on the issue. Certainly it is an atrocity that this Court should
rule that the term "health”™ does not extend the psychological health, when
there is really nothing whatsoever in the legislative history to indicate
that the language should be so narrowly construed. In addition, if a strong
factual showing of damage to psychological health can be made, the Atomic
Energy Act would offer a far stronger handle with which to attack a nuclear
reactor, because it simply prevents licensing for reactor operation that threat-
ens health, whi le NEPA al lows the agency to decide to go ahead and operate
despite the extent of health damage that may be involved. Accordingly, there
are strong reasons for an appeal.

However, there is a more i nteres-ti ng; and perhaps more telling argument
against an appeal. First, there is, in reality, little question that the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission would find a way to allow the operation of a
nuclear reactor regardless of the extent of psychological damage that might
be involved. That is particularly true at Three Mile Island, where the damage
does exist, but it is stretching things to argue that the damage is truly sev-
ere or even that it is clearly diagnosable in terms of recognized medical
conditions. Accordingly, | expect that the NRC would be upheld at least at
Three Miile Island in a decision that the reactor could be allowed to operate
oven if the Atomic Energy Act extended to psychological health. Second, and
most important, this decision means that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission does
not have jurisdiction over psychological health damage caused by a nuclear
reactor. Therefore, under the principles of preemption, including particular-
ly the fact that preemption is not found unless it is clearly established, the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission does nod preempt state or local powers with
respect to psychological health damage. Today, the town of Middletown, Dauphin
County, or the State of Pennsylvania could ban the operation of Three Mile
Island Unit | on the grounds that it would cause excessive psychological dam-
age. There would obviously be a legal challenge by the NRC and wutility, but
the likelihood of defeating that challenge is great if the principle of
preemption is properly applied. For these reasons, PANE’S having lost the
Atomic Energy Act issue may well constitute a major victory.

This decision is significant with respect to Three Mile Island itself
because it is the only restart-re lated effort that has had any success to date.
PANE is pursuing the NRC's environmental assessment with expert submissions.
As a result, PANE should win any court challenge if the NRC should try to avoid
preparing an environmental impact statement by concluding that there is no
significant new information on psychological effects at Three Mile Island. In
addition, PANE should be able to obtain a full adjudicatory hearing on the
psychological effects of the accident and the restart, and that hearing should
last well beyond the currently proposed restart date of October 1982. If PANE

has the resources to continue the fight.

Pay for the Clean-up?

Senator Heinz and Bradley have a bill to fund the decontamination of
T™MI #2. It purports to charge other nuclear utility customers across the U.S.
about 12 to 62<? a year. Unfortunately many national Ilegislators see it as a
bai | out and wonder why those who benefit can't pay for it. It may soon be
ready to be voted on in the Senate. A similar bill in the House has received
the same criticism. GPU/Met-Ed rate-payers should not forget that they wi ||
have to pay for the decommissioning, no matter who pays for the decontamination.

George Mitchell, a Senator from Maine, said, "This bill prolongs the safety
problems, the best thing the Senate could do for the health and safety of TMI
area residents wouid be to ""kill the bill right now and allow the P.U.C. to

pass the full cost of the clean-up on GPU rate-payers.”

High Quality PANE Tee-Shirts - Send $3.50 for each plus 50C postage to PANE,
P.O. Box 268, Middletown, PA 17057. All sizes available but colors Ilimited

(Send several choices).



TMi #1 and the Welder

The Senate Labor Committee in Washing, DC has revived charges that un-
qualified welders halped build #1. A witness claims persons bought union
cards rather then earn passing test grades. About three w-eks after the
charges were revived the NRC launched an investigation (5/22/82). The witness-
es say they have the names of 34 persons who participated in the corrupt
practices.

Why TM | #| Should 'slot Be Restarted

There are several excellent reasons; Today, we present one. Following
are direct quotes, taken from a transcript of testimony, the top TMI official
Bernard Snyder gave to a U.S. Senate Committee on May 20, 1982. Because of
space limitations, we have selectively extracted portions. Read it and you
decide whether GPU should operate and clean-up two reactors that are side-by
side.

Our principal responsibil itym(NRC) is the protection of the health and
safety of the public, including the work force at the site, as well as pro-
tection of the environment. We are concerned that if the pace of the cleanup
is not accelerated, the capability for continued maintenance of the health and
safety wi || become more uncertain.

Virtually every exposed surface of the floors, walls and equipment in the
reactor, auxiliary and fuel handling buildings was contaminated to varying
degrees. We know that the reactor core suffered significant damage. It is
probable that small particles of fuel and cladding, along with control rod and
core structural material were distributed throughout the reactor coolant
system, with some materials ending up in the Ilower level of the reactor build-
ing. No one knows the actual conditions within the reactor vessel, but real-
istic estimates suggest that the upper half of the core contains a rubble bed
of damaged fuel and other materials. Additionally, some of this material and
individual fuel assemblies are suspected to be fused together. It is import-
ant to note that the plant has been in a condition for which it was not de-
signed. This situation causes us increasing concern.

Within several weeks of the accident, the decontamination of the floors,
walls, and equipment in the auxXiliary and fuel handing buildings was initiated.
At present, approximately 70 percent of the contaminated area in these build-
ings has been cleaned up, but this represents removal of only 10% of the
radioactivity since some of the most contaminated and difficult areas were
bypassed and remain to becleaned up.

Approximately 750,000 gallons of moderately contaminated water from
auxiliary building tanks and 600,000 gallons of highly contaminated water from
the reactor building basement have been processed; however, none of this water
has been permitted to be disposed of and It is currently stored in on-site
tanks.

A great deal of difficult work remains to be done. About 5% of the highly
contaminated water (approximately-30,000 gallons) and an unknown quantity of

contaminated sludge remain in the reactor building basement, and still need to
be removed and processed. Another 90,000 gal lons of highly contaminated water
remains in the reactor coolant system and will require processing. Containers

of highly radioactive resin (49) and =zeolites (6) remain on-site until steps
are taken to make these safe for shipment, considering the hydrogen being
generated. The balance of the most contaminated floors and surfaces in the
auxiliary building remain to be cleaned up. Although a large-scale experi-
mental program for gross decontamination was conducted over large portions of
the reactor building, preliminary results indicate that general area radiation
levels have not been reduced sufficiently to support large scale cleanup
activities in the building. The entire building will have to undergo further
detailed decontamination. Reduced radiation levels in the reactor building is
a pre-requisite for the most difficult task ahead -- the defueiing of the
damaged core. The defueling will be a long, carefully controlled effort,which
is not anticipated to be completed for at least several years. Fol lowing de-
fueling, the reactor coolant system surfaces will require decQntajplnatton.
The processed accident-generated water will require ultimate disposition. The
higher level radioactive solid waste resulting from water processing and other
decontamination activities will' require offsite shipment to a commercial or
federal facility for disposal or research, as appropriate. Finally, all fuel
assemblies and packaged core debris and internals will require shipment offsite
for research and/or disposal. We are extremely concerned about the fuiure
status of the plant and the licensee’s capability for maintaining the plant in
a stable condition to adequately protect the on-site work force and offsite
public over the Ilong term.

Over time, as equipment deteriorates the probability of incidents involv-
ing radiation leakage and subsequent exposure to workers and the public will

iNncrease.
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in 1979, leakage of highly contaminated water in the auxiliary building
resulted in overexposure to several workers during subsequent maintenance
efforts to contain the leakage. In 1980, another leak of highly contaminated
reactor coolant caused high airborne levels and contaminated several workers.
This past year, an inaccessible valve in the reactor building in a line
connected to the reactor coolant system started leaking during testing,
increasing the normal system leakage by about a factor of ten until the source
could be identified and the valve reseated. During each of the first four
months of 1982, seoarate incidents ha"e occurred. In January, workers insert-
ed an air hose in a contaminated floor drain and spread radioactive material
into the auxiliary building atmosphere. This caused alarms on local radiation
monitors within the building, as well alarms on the effluent release monitor
in the plant exhaust stack. In February some portable instruments used to
sample the containment building atmosphere indicated the presence of combust-
ible gases, possibly hydrogen. These readings were subsequently shown to be
erroneous, but not before the Ilicensee declared an "unusual event" ( the Ilow-
est level in their emergency response plan) and made the required offsite
Nnotification to local officials. In March, another "unusual event" was declar-
ed when increased makeup water was noted to be going into the reactor codlant
system, indicating a possible leak. It was determined that a valve was leak-
ing which resulted in spillage of about 150 gallons of water onto the floor
when contaminated filters from the reactor coolant purification system were
removed. Just two weeks ago, a health physics technician was unable to exit

the containment building because the airlock doors were jammed shut. It
took nearly an hour before the doors,could be opened.

Inevitable, as the result of restricted access to areas of the facility

in which high radiation levels persist, maintenance will continue to be Ilimit-
ed and equipment wi || continue to deteriorate. There is also an exceedingly
small, but not zero, probability for a criticality accident in the reactor
vessel. There is even some small potential for a criticality event outside of

the core because of the unknown quantity of fuel materials which were trans-
ported out of the reactor pressure vessel.

While the incidents to date have been of a controllable nature, it is not
inconceivable that a future Ileakage incident could result in an unisolable
leakage from the reactor coolant system. Reactor system valves and other com-
ponents have the greatest likelihood of failure. However, we are also con-
cerned about the condition of the 52 instrument tubes which penetrate the
bottom of the reactor pressure vessel and constitute a part of the reactor
coolant system boundary. These tubes /ere submerged in the highly contaminat-
ed and possibly corrosive water in the reactor building basement for approxi-
mately three years. Corrosion and subsequent leakage through any of those
tubes would be unisolab’e. 1f an incident of this type occurs prior to com-
piering defueling of the core, the cleanup would be setback and become even
more difficult than presently anticipated.

Experience has shown that delays in cleanup cause radioactive contamina-

tion to be more difficult to remove from surfaces and equipment. Radioactivity
tends to "soak Iinto" concrete surfaces, and rusting of metallic surfaces com-
pounds the problem. For this reason, the cleanup will be more costly in terms

of worker radiation exposure as further delays result. The mechanical deter-
ioration of components and systems over time may reduce the plant's ability
to respond 'to natural phenomena (e.g., tornados), and other adverse events
(e.g., fire) thereby posing potential threat to continued successful contain-
ment of TMI-2 contamination and stored waste.

It is simply imperative that the pace of the cleanup be conducted in an
expeditious manner and that the financial problems which are hindering this
pace be resolved as quickly as possible. In the interests of protecting the
health ans safety of the site workers and general public we would support any
initiatives to expedite the cleanup.

Denton Says TMI Was A Biggie

John Koval ic gave us the transcript of an ABC-TV Nighll ine show of Jan.
25, 1982 fol lowing the Ginna reactor accident. Because of copyright laws we
can't quote from it but Harold Denton when comparing Ginna to TMI said TMI
was a real risk to the public health. There is also discussion about steam
tube repairs. If you need to know more come to the next PANE meeting.

TMI  NEWS

Do you want to know what's the latest GPU propaganda that the 35 public
relations people have developed? John Micka famous Channel 27 newscaster is
now the GPU announcer on a propaganda tape of what's happening - call 948-8888
anytime - for those of you out of town dial 1-717-948-8888. He really cleaned
up his voice lookout NBC & ABC, that Micka's making a move for the big time.
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TM | REFERENDUM--What Are The Results??

In" the May PANE~~P ILL we reported that voters in the three central PA
counties which included the non-binding question on the ballot rejected TMI-|
restart by a 2-1 margin (40,783 no vs. 20,035 yes). As expected, General
Public Utilities (owners of TMI), shaken by the overwhelming No vote, fumbled
around with feeble explanations. 0 e was that voter turnout was too | ight to
draw any firm conclusions about majority opinion. Another offered by John
Micka, former local T.V. celebrity now employed as a GPU public relations
staffer, was that the issue was too complex to be answered with ayes or no.

On the voter ‘urnout issue, PANE '3 analysis revealed a three-county aver-
age of 34%. By comparison, voter turnout in the two other central PA counties
--Lancaster and York--which did not have the referendum question on the ballot,
averaged 18%. Residents in the York County borough of Goldsboro, just across
the river from TMI, were excluded from the TMI vote when York County Commiss-

ioners chose not to put it on the ballot. However, Goldsboro officials placed
a special ballot box outside the boroughs polling place to allow residents to
speak their piece about TMi. The Goldsboro voter turnout was 41$, twice as

great as the county average. The vote.was 77% NO.

GPU's attempts to minimize the significance of the vote drew strong criti-
cisms from Dauphin County Commissioner Larry Hochendoner and PA State Senator
George Gekas. In a letter to GPU Chairman W/illiamm Kuhns, Hochendoner attacked
the company's citing of low voter turnout by stating the issue is not the
number of voters but that "the people have spoken in the most legitimate,
organized, traditional and Intelligent of forms (the ballot box) and have
resoundingly stated their opposition 'to the restart of TMI-I." Senator Gekas,
in his letter to GPL President Robert Arnold, stressed "the results showed an
overwhelming desire on the part of residents of our area against continuing
TMi as a nuclear power plant.”

PANE agrees with the observations of both of these local officials. If
seems clear that they each recognize the vote as an expression of the will of
the people. What each of us must now do is to make that point clear with all
public officials and aspirants on election day. We elect them to carry out
our wishes. It is our responsibility to hold them accountable. Before you

in November (and thereafter) know where the candidates stand on the TMI
issue. The resuits of the referendum spelled out clearly that the people do
not want TMI- 1. Thai is an important starting point; but the real gains wvill
come on ly when we hold each elected official accountable to carry out that

mandate.

™M | SECURITY--How Secure??

Every nuclear power plant requires stringent security practices to assure
the protection of the plnat and the surrounding residents. Inadequate secur-
ity could result in the wrong person getting into the wrong place and endanger-
ing plant integrity. Now, if the nuclear plant has had a serious accident and
large amounts of highly radioactive materials have been dispersed throughout
the reactor system, tho need for flawless security is created. Such is the
case of TMIL

Remember back to February 1980 when a local newspaper reporter was hired
at TMI as a security guard? In his story he related how he had gotten into
numerous areas that should have been inaccessible to him. He also discovered
in Lis research of TMI security that the company had been fined twice, once in
1974 and again in 1976, by the NRC and the A+omic Energy Commission for poor
security practices. It is most disturbing to local residents to hear about
incidents such as these. Maintaining Unit 2 in a safe condition is ticklish,
enough without adding complications caused by unauthorized individuals turning
the wrong valve orflicking the wrong switch.

Met-Ed's response to the 1980 security incident was to assure residents
fnat the company's plans and personnel were uniquely qualified for the task
at hand. We al | wanted to believe those reassurances and hoped that Met-Ed
had really assembled a group of superhuman Individuals to protect TMI, and
thereby the Ilocal residents. In the April 14, 1982 Press & Journal, a small
article reported that a security supervisor from TMI was found dead in Middle-
town on April 12. The cause of death was a handgun wound to the head. The
article further stated that confidential sources informed the local newspaper
that the victim had left one or two suicide notes. No other information about
this incident has been released. Does this raise any questions (again) regard-
ing the integrity of TMI security?? PANE is hopeful that additional informa-
tion will be forthcoming (maybe an NRC investigation) to answer the many
questions of how this relates to TM| security. Watch for more on this in
future issues of the PANE PILL.

PLAN TO ATTEND THE NEXT PANE MEETINGS-- JULY Il & 25--FREY VILLAGE GUEST HOUSE



Cartoon taken from the Susquehanna Alliance May newsletter

TMI Sirens

You may recall GPU spent over | million dollars to have sirens installed
within 10 miles of the nuclear facility that has the damaged TMI #2 and the
"undamaged" TMI #1. Well we all know how badly they have performed. Malfunc-
tion after malfunction at Individual siren locations. It creates huge prob-
lems when families are separated and the siren wailing starts. As a result
county and Middletown communication centers get flooded with calls. Dauphin

County Commissioner Lawrence Hochendoner feels the malfunctioning is more

trouble then its worth. GPU installed the system. The sirens increase stress
with their eerie different tone then normal emergency sirens for fires. Local
persons according to Hochendoner are exposed to undue stress and anxiety. The
director of the county emergency management agency says after a false sounding
his department spends hours just responding +o public calls about the alarm.
Hochendoner has concluded that the system is either "poorly designed or bui It

with unreliable equipment.” This idea of poor design and unreliable equipment
doesn't surprise those of us in PANE; it seems to be the trade-mark of a GPU/
Met-Ed product. Tell your legislator - the only solution is to clean #2 and
clo*se #1. Don’t repair the steam tubes in #1, cleanup #?2.

This and That

WHP’s Ron Carney had some GPU folks on in early June, the GPU guy said
1200 people work at the island, however the Friends and Family of TMI ad,
before the referendum, in May newspapers said 2100 work there...Did you know
California, Maryland, Oregan, Connecticut, Maine, Montana, and Wisconsin have
laws restricting the construction of new nuclear plants until there is a means
to dispose of high level nuclear waste...Count! I man Jim Grim was quoted in
The Times Leader“of Wilkes Barre on May 19, 1982 ""I’m pro-nuclear but they’ve
lied to us so much, I'm frightened"”...Grim was a vocal vote "no" supporter in
the recent referendum. Thanks Jim...York County West Shore communities had
an informal vote on restart-- Goldsboro 50 no, 15 yes; Fairview Township 129
no, 29 yes; these communities are within 3 miles of TMI...GPU says they want
to start resealing the 31,000 steam generator tubes in TMI #\ beginningin
mid-summer--did you call your elected officials about stopping this ridiculous
way to waste more then 25 million dollars while the health and safety of this
area is held hostage to TMI #2 cleanup lack of progress.
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A citizens' public interest organization

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — The Nu-
Regulatory Commission
has balked at a General Public
Utilities Nuclear Corp, request
to "decide expeditiously"
whether an environmental re-
view of residents’ mental health
is needed before the restart fate to
of Three Mile Island Unit | is

clear

resolved.

The utility had wanted the
review, called a supplemental
impact state-
ment, completed by the NRC on
July 15, if federal regulators
thought it was necessary at all.
GPU Nuclear also wanted no
hearing held on the review, an-
other procedure that would slow

environmental

the restart process.

In refusing GPU Nuclear’s
motion, the NRC agreed with its
staff that such procedural ques-

ofthe Middletown area

tions should be deferred. The
NRC staff has reported it is “not
now in possession of enough in-
formation on the psychological
health of residents . _ to even
say a review should be conduct-

ed.

An NRC spokesman said
Monday the staff is not expected
recommend “for months”
whether an environmental re-
view should be conducted. The
actual review could take anoth-
er six months.

Rejection of GPU Nuclear
came in a closed-door NRC ses-
sion last Thursday. The NRC is
allowed to meet secretly if the
topic is directly concerned with
ongoing court action. A U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals order
forced consideration of the psy-
chological stress issue in Janu-
ary. The court issued a clarify-
ing decision in May, explaining

Court Asked to Overturn

| TMI, Neighbors' Stress Ruling

I WASHINGTON
(UPI) — The Reagan
administration Mon-
day appealed to the Su-
preme Court to over-
turn a ruling making
“psychological stress”
on Three Mile Island
neighbors a factor in
whether to restart an
undamaged unit at the
nuclear plant.

The appeal, filed by
U.S. Solicitor General
Rex Lee for the Nucle-
ar Regulatory Com-
mission, challenges an
April 2 decision by the
federal appeals court
in Washington.

The ruling for the
first time would re-
quire the NRC to take
residents’ mental
stress into account be-
fore making a nuclear
plant licensing deci-
sion.

Some neighbors of

Hie TMI plant near r
Harrisburg, Pa., scene
of the nation’s worst
nuclear plant accident
in March 1979, con-
tend they would suffer
“severe psychological
stress" if TMI’s un-
damaged unit No. | is
restarted.

The No. | unit was
closed for refueling in
1979 when the acci-
dent occurred within
TMI No. 2 unit, spurr-
ing the evacuation of
children and pregnant
women living near the
plant.

In arguments filed
with the justices, the
government claimed
the appeals court is
reading too much into
a law that requires
agencies to assess the
“"environmental im-
pact" of federal ac-
tions.

Harrisburg Patriot News
8/31/82

that the environmental review
would have to be considered
only if new circumstances war-
ranted it.

Commissioner Victor Gilin-
sky, the only consistent nuclear
power skeptic left at the NRC
after three appointments to the
five-member body by President
Reagan, said in a separately is-
sued statement that GPU’s re-
quest for a prompt decision
should have been granted.

He said his four colleagues
were “more interested in keep-
ing” the court case "a live con-
troversy" so the U.S. Supreme
Court will have a chance to re-
verse the circuit court order,
which GPU appealed July I. The
high court has yet to say
whether it will rule on GPU’s
appeal.

Gilinsky said the NRC staff
already has spent more than six

THREE MILE ISLAND

Clean it.
Close It.

NRC Ba.l kS Harrisburg Patriot News

7/20/82
Won't ‘Decide Expeditiously’ Whether Review
Of TMI Area Residents’ Mental Health Needed

months and $250,000 “to obtain
the advice of a wide array of
psychologists and other ex-
perts."

Given that, “It is either di-
singenuous or a confession of
managerial failure for the com-
mission to say that it ‘does not at
present have enough informa-
tion' ” for a decision, Gilinsky
said.

People Against Nuclear En-
ergy, a Middletown, Pa., resi-
dents’ organization, took the
matter to court after the NRC
ruled in August 1980 psycholog-
ical stress would not be consid-
ered in the Unit | restart case.

Gilinsky said the NRC'’s re-
fusal to expedite the stress re-
view was “ironic" because the
commission originally had
avoided the stress issue to speed
up the restart decision.

TMI Stress

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Su-
preme Court would be “prema-
ture” if it ruled on whether or not
nearby residents’ psychological
stress should be considered in re-
starting the Three Mile Island Unit
| nuclear reactor, the American
Psychological Association said yes-
terday.

In a brief to the court, the
50,000-member group sided with
Middletown, Pa.-based People
Against Nuclear Energy, which is
defending a federal appeals court
decision forcing the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission to study stress
effects before deciding on a Unit |
restart.

The NRC and TMI owner Gen-
eral Public Utilities Corp, have ap-
pealed the 2-1 January decision of
the District of Columbia Circuit
Court of Appeals to the high court.
The APA agreed with PANE that
the appeals should be dismissed.

Attorneys for the psychologists
said GPU was wrong when it ar-
gued area residents' stress wasn’t
“cognizable" under federal envi-
ronmental laws. (If PANE is even-
tually upheld, the case would set a

Psychologists’ Group Agrees
With Area Nuclear Power Foes

precedent since courts have never
clearly ruled that non-physical
health effects must be studied be-
fore licensing a nuclear plant.)

GPU has claimed consistently
that psychological stress cannot be
measured, even in the wake of the
March 1979 accident at Unit 2 of
the nuclear plant in Londonderry
Twp., near Middletown.

“The possibility that psycholog-
ical stress at TMI is, in fact,
measurable is quite substantial,”
the APA argued, citing numerous
studies.

As for the NRC’s contention
that there is no cause-and-effect re-
lationship between physical effects
of a restart and the mental state of
nearby residents, the APA argued
that the NRC is still gathering evi-
dence.

Responding to the circuit court
decision, the NRC began in July to
evaluate how serious stress levels
were, whether stress could be mea-
sured and whether it should stop
GPU from restarting Unit 1.

The psychologists claim the
NRC should finish that task, which
commission spokesmen say is still
several months from completion.
APA said “considerable research”

had been gathered by the NRC
since it decided to appeal the case
— information that will have a
bearing on the question of cause
and effect.

“In these circumstances, con-
sideration of the legal issued raised
by the commission would be pre-
mature,” the APA said in its brief.

The NRC began wrestling with
the difficult subject of psychologi-
cal stress shortly after the TMI
Unit 2 accident. Its general counsel
warned in the summer of 1979 that
mental health might be something
the NRC would have to look into
when conducting an environmental
revew of the Unit 2 cleanup.

The commission staff conclud-
ed then that stress was significant,
but would recede, especially if Unit
2 was expeditiously decontaminat-
ed.

As the Unit 2 cleanup dragged
on for lack of GPU finances, the
NRC ignored the advice of its atom-
ic licensing board considering the
restart of undamaged Unit | and
refused to consider stress in Unit
I's case.

PANE appealed the NRC deci-
sion, which eventually was over-
turned by the appeals court.

Harrisburg Patriot News 10/6/82

TMI mothers' anxiety still above normal

By PATRICK YOUNG
Newhouse News Service

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Thirty months
after the accident at the Three Mile Island
nuclear power plant near Harrisburg, Pa.,
mothers who evacuated their young children
continued to suffer higher-than-normal lev-
els of severe anxiety and depression, accord-
ing to a new study.

But the study cannot tell to what extent
the mental problems were related to the
March 1979 accident or to other factors such
as the current economic recession, according
to psychologist Herbert C. Schulberg of the
University of Pittsburgh, one of three re-
searchers directing the continuing study.

While the level of anxiety and depression
had declined slightly among TMI-area moth-
ers from that of a year after the accident,
episodes of these mental problems more than
doubled in a comparison group of women
living around the Shippingport and Beaver
Valley nuclear plants near Pittsburgh.

Among TMiI-area mothers interviewed
30 months after the nuclear reactor accident,
12.4 percent had experienced severe anxiety
or depression in the previous year, compared
with 17.7 percent of the mothers living near
the other two nuclear facilities.

"The rates at this time are not the matter
of the TMI group going down, but the rate of
depression and anxiety in the comparison
group going up,” Schulberg said.

He blamed that rise largely on fears gen-
erated by a sharp increase in unemployment
in the Pittsburgh area.

The psychological scars left by the acci-
dent at the TMI-z reactor — the worst ever
in a U.S. nuclear power plant — have re-
mained a major issue.

A presidential commission that investi-
gated the accident concluded its most dam-
aging and lasting health effect was "on the
mental health of the people living in the
area.”

In January, a U.S. Circuit Court of
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Appeals ruled that the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission must consider the mental health
of area residents in making its decision
whether to allow the undamaged TMI-1 unit
to resume operations. The Supreme Court
has agreed to decide whether to uphold or
overturn that order.

The study being conducted by Schulberg,
Evelyn J. Bromet and David K. Parkinson
began in late 1979 with funds from the feder-
al government's National Institute of Mental
Health.

They interviewed 31! mothers of young
children who lived within 10 miles of Three
Mile Island at the time of the accident nine
and 12 months after the event. The number
was increased to 413 during interviews last
fall, 30 months after the accident, and anoth-
er round of interviews is now in progress.

Final data from the 30-month interviews
were compiled Monday, and Schulberg re-
ported the findings Thursday at a science
writers' seminar sponsored by the non-profit

Council for the Advancement of Science
Writing.

Schulberg said the study was designed
not to measure the lingering psychological
effects on all area residents, but on two
groups considered at high risk of suffering
mental problems — mothers who evacuated
and workers at TMI. Results of the 30-month
worker interviews will be released later.

The women interviewed were asked a
series of questions about their perceptions of
TMI.

Among the TMI mothers, 50.2 percent
said they thought Three Mile Island was cur-
rently dangerous; 52.7 oercent said it was
unsafe to live within 10 miles of a nuclear
power plant; 58.8 percent said it was unsafe
to live that close to TMI; 48.7 felt their fami-
ly's health would be affected by living near
TMI; and 42.8 percent thought the accident
would cause health problems or abnormali-
ties in future generations.



Neighbors

find TMI
a strain

By Marc Kaufman
iMutrer SN/f Writer

MIDDLETOWN. Pa. — It was when their pet guinea pigs
started to die last year that Ruby and Kelly Zcager realized
they could no longer take the pressure. It was lime to

move.

Living in the shadow of the Three Mlle Island nuclear
power plant, they had struggled since the March 1979
accident with doubts about remaining in their "dream
house" overlooking the Susquehanna River, the house
where their daughter was born and had spent all of her 14

years.

They read the many reassuring government reports and
thought they could stick it out. But the huge TM1 cooling
towers, the first thing they saw each morning as they

opened their bedroom shades, remained a daily reminder
of their chaotic evacuation during the accident, and of the
invisible threat they still felt from the unrepaired plant.

Then Ruby Zcager began finding dead rabbits under the
bushes, began noticing that once-common blue jays were
no longer to be seen and, finally, watched 10 of their 12

guinea pigs mysteriously die.

"Already. | was wondering, every time | heard someone
was sick. ‘Could it be radiation?™ said Mrs. Zcager. who
was born and raised in the Middletown area. "But the
guinea pigs' dying was so strange. | just can't believe it's

anything but that.

"Especially with all the talk about restarting the plant
again, we decided it's just not worth the worry living here
anymore. We have our daughter to think of."

So, although there still is no documented evidence that
TMI radiation has caused people or animals any physical
harm, the Zcagers put their dream house up for sale, and
recently a man involved with licensing nuclear plants
bought it. Soon, they will leave their friends and relatives
for "the unpolluted woods of Perry County."

By all accounts, the Zeagers' decision to move away
because of TMI is not typical; studies have shown that
although many who leave the area cite TMI, there has been
no mass exodus since the accident. But the stress and
constant worry that led to those decisions, researchers
have found, remains quite strong for many of the people of

Middletown and its surrounding areas.

In fact, several studies have found that increased stress

*."as the major health consequence of
the accident — stress that is believed
to be causing abnormally high levels
ol severe anxiety and clinical depres-
sion in the TMI area for certain “at
risk" groups, and which may ulti-
mately have serious, debilitating ef-
fects on many more people who now
live with "low-level but chronic”
stress.

And with the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) about to decide
the holly debated question of wheth-
er the undamaged TMI Unit 1 reactor
is safe and well-managed enough to
be restarted, the extent and nature
of the "psychological stress” on peo-
ple like the Zeagers has become not
only a major community health issue
but a major legal issue as well.

It has become a legal issue because
a group of local residents calling
themselves People Against Nuclear
Energy (PANE) sued the NRC sever-
al years ago to force the agency to
consider the impact of TMI-induced
siress on residents before deciding
about Unit 1. Because the NRC is
charged with safeguarding the "gen-
eral health" of those living around
TMI, the suit contends, the agency
must measure and protect "mental
health” as well. And the communi-
ty's mental health, PANE contends,
has Surely suffered, and will suffer
more if Unit 1 is restarted.

A federal appeals court ruled last
winter that a stress study was indeed
required — the first ruling of its
kind — but the NRC and General
PubMc Utilities Corp. (GPU), which
owns TMI. appealed. The US. Su-
preme Court has agreed to hear the
case, probably early next year.

Although the NRC cannot issue a
final decision about Unit 1 because
of the suit, it is still committed to
giving a conditional ruling by Fri-
day. As a result, already intense emo-
tions in the TMI area are becoming
supercharged again.

For example, when the five NRC
commissioners came to Harrisburg
last month for their first public
meeting there ever, they were met
by more than 1,200 residents — a
sizable majority of whom were op-
posed to restarting Unit 1. Many of
them were quite adamant about it.
The greatest ovation of the evening
went to a fiery young activist named

T| Randv King

"l am telling you riglil now.” he
told the commissioners, "that if von
allow that plant to restart, wc arc
going to occup) the headquarters lol
GI'Ul in New Jersey, we are going to
block that plant down there, we arc
going to occupy your offices in Be-
thesda. and we are going to occupy
your offices m Washington *

The cooling towers of Three Mile Island cast a shadow of uncertainty on the Susquehanna valley

Philadelphia Inquirer 12/5/82

Most of the audience — elderly
people, men in business suits and
homemakers with their families —
stood and cheered.

“Unless you've lived out here the
last 3'/j years, you just can't know
what it's like — the constant stress,
the frustration, the lies, the strain."
said Joyce Corradi. a mother of five,
after she had spoken at the meeting.
"For most people, the accident ended
a couple days after it began. For us
here, it's just never really stopped.”

.

"A technical agency cannot and
should not be expected to devote its
resources to developing expertise in
the categories of psychological stress
alleged to be peculiar to the particu-
lar technology which that agency reg-
ulates We do not believe that the
public well being, including psycho
logical well being, would be benefited
in any meaningful way if the commis
sion were to take on the task of
weighing, in one licensing proceed-
ing after another, the essentially un
provable claims and counter claims
of competing arrays of mental health
experts.”

This statement, contained in the
NRC's response in March to the fed-
eral appeals court's psychological
stress study order, sums up much of
the federal and utility opposition to
the PANE suit. Ordering a stress
study at TMI, they argue, would be to
set a terrible precedent that would
allow groups opposed to all nuclear
plants — as well as prisons, public
housing and other government-fund-
ed or sponsored projects — to block
them on the ground that they would
cause psychological harm to resi-
dents.

What's more, they argue, there is
no proven, scientific way to measure
stress.

But despite its opposition, the NRC
already has begun exploring how to
measure stress in the Middletown
area, should the Supreme Court rule
for PANE. And it has found a large
body of research in place.

Twelve researchers, in psychology,
psychiatry and epidemiology, many
of whom had already done work at
TMI. were invited by the NRC to a
weekend workshop last February.
Together, they concluded that al-
though they could measure the cur-
rent "menial health" of the commu-
nity with a substantial degree ol
accuracy, they could not project with
any scientific certainty what might
happen if Unit 1 were restarted.

The researchers agreed that there
was a substantial increase in measur-
able stress reactions, such as insom-
nia, irritability and loss of appetite,
immediately after the accident. They
also agreed that the greater stress
continued for months, although they
disagreed on the length of time, and
that it was accompanied by a major
loss of trust in those who run and
regulate nuclear plants.

There were important differences,
however, in the experts' research
tools, and in their conclusions about
the far more complex question of
whether menial health in the area is
being undermined now by TMI:

<« A major study by former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter's Commission on
the Accident at Three Mile Island,
which issued its report late in 1979,
analyzed interviews of 2,500 people
within 20 miles of the accident in an
effort to measure levels of anxiety,
depression and fear that are associat-
ed with a clinically demoralized pop-
ulation. The study found that al-

though lhe levels, as measured by
answers to 26 questions, were high
soon after the accident, ihcy had
returned to normal within four
months.

« A continuing study by psychiat-
ric epidemiologists at the University
of Pittsburgh has found that levels of
severe anxiety and depression
among mothers near the TMI plant
remained “substantially" higher
than normal as late as last fall The
research, supported by lhe govern-
ment's National Institute of Mental
Health, found through Interviews of
413 mothers that 12.4 percent of them
had experienced significant episodes
of mental illness within the last year,
compared with a national average of
8 percent. The research also found
that 58 percent of the mothers be-
lieved it was unsafe to live near TMI.
and 48 percent fell that their family's
health would be affected by living
near the plant

« In addition to asking the kinds of
questions posed by the two previous
research efforts, social psychologist
Andrew Baum of the Uniformed Ser-
vices University of the Health Sci-
ences, outside Washington, also test-
ed 44 TMI area residents. Those tests
including the monitoring of blood
pressure and measuring levels of cat-
echolamines (a family of hormones
that are secreted during times of
stress) in the urine of subjects.
Baum’s conclusion, based in part on
the abnormally high levels of cate-

cholamines found, was that about 30
percent of those tested — and, there-
fore. possibly of the population of the
TMI area — were suffering "chronic,
low-level" stress. The long-term ef-
fects of this chronic stress, Dr. Baum
said, are quite damaging, and could
leave the sufferers prone to a wide
range of diseases.

« Even more disturbing predic-
tions have been made by a research-
er with the Radiation Research Insti-
tute in Berkeley, Calif., who has
worked with American servicemen
exposed to radiation during atomic
weapons testing from 1945 to 1958.
According to this researcher, Dr.
Henry Vyner, preliminary research
has shown that a high percentage of
TMI area residents he has studied
have developed strong signs of hav-
ing the same ‘“radiation-response
syndrome” that he has found in
many of the "atomic veterans.”

This syndrome, he has said, is
based on the sufferer s strong belief
that he has been harmed by radia-
tion. whether it is supported by med-
ical diagnosis or not. Vyner found in
the veterans, that this belief led over
the years to an increased preoccupa-
tion with health, major personality
changes, the gradual disintegration
of family and social ties, and an ulti-
mate lapse into depressed isolation.

Vyner has recently completed a
foundation-sponsored 400-person
study of the syndrome in TMI. and,
he said, preliminary results confirm

his earlier pilot project findings that
perhaps 20 percent of the area’s resi-
dents have clear signs of the syn-
drome. But it will take years, he says,
before it is known whciher residents
ultimately,suffer the same debilitat-
ing effects as he has found in many
of the veterans.

The man already selected by the
NRC to conduct the stress study, if it
is ordered, is Dr. George Warheit, a
psychiatric researcher who worked
on the initial Presidents Commis-
sion report on TML.

But many area residents
and even some researchers believe
Warheit was selected because he is

expected to find that there has been
little stress in the area. The belief is
based on Warhcit's role in the com-
mission report, which found no last-
ing stress reaction from the acci-
dent.

Warheit has said he will enter the
study with complete scientific objec-
tivity. Asked recently, however, if he
felt that any research done since the
commission report had persuaded
him that the stress had indeed lasted
longer, he replied. "I see no evidence
to suggest that the findings of the
commission were incomplete | do
not believe (that later workl would
get through rigorous scientific re-

view."

An advertisement in the Nov. 22
edition of the Harrisburg Evening
News contained a picture of a potassi-
um iodide pill called losat Beside it
were |he words: “If You Live in Har-
risburg, This Could Save Your Life.
It's True. A Tablet That Could Save
Your 1Jfe in A Nuclear Accident”

The next day. the Harrisburg Patri-
ot ran a Funky Winkerbean comic
strip about a turkey with three drum
sticks. The punch line: "They come
from a lurkey farm near Three Mile
Island!"

To TMI spokesman Douglas Bedell,
it is this kind of constant, and he
thinks irresponsible, playing off the
supposed dangers of lhe accident
that is causing much of the siress
now in the TMI area. He said that
GPU understood that there was
stress in residents about the pro-
posed restart, but that the company
had been frustrated in its efforts to
address it.

"The company that the anti-nucle-
ar people are baitling does not exr.i
any more." he said emphatically.
"GPU was chastened by the accident
— there is no question but that safety
is now the paramount consideration.

"Yes. there is lingering concern
out there, exacerbated now by the
very discussion of stress and by peo-
ple who say they are stressed. In
discussing stress, people stress oth-
ers.

"l really don't know how lanxious
residents! can be reassured now. But
the long-term answer to public con-
cern is clearly the safe operation of
the plant.”

And producing electricity at Unit
1, he said, would generate more mon-
ey for the cleanup of Unit 2. where
the accident happened.

Bedell pointed to a large hrray of
government health studies to sup-
port his view that the anxiety is

unwarranted; that the initial release
of radiation in 1979 did not cause
physical harm. But he also knows, he
said, that the credibility of both the
company and the NRC took a beating
in the first days of the accident —
when contradictory and misleading
information was given out — and
that many TMI-area residents simply
no longer believe what the experts
tell them.

It has also become apparent to
many that the absence of an effective
political avenue for their feelings
has added to the anxiety and resent-
ment. At the recent public meeting,
many speakers railed against the
NRC's lack of obligation to take into
account the 40,000 TMI-area residents
— out of a total of 60,000 — who voted
against a restart in a May referen-
dum and the majority of local gov-
ernments who also have voted
against it.

Citing this federal preemption of
all nuclear decision making, the one
NRC commissioner who has support-
ed the call for a stress study, Victor
Gilinsky, said it was needed to give
some weight to the feelings of resi-
dents.

“Call it stress or call it the voice of
the people, those around TMI de-
serve a real hearing," he said after
the hearing ‘The absence of it will

just add to their sense of being mis-
used.”

That sense was quite apparent dur-
ing a recent gathering of the Con-
cerned Mothers of Middletown, at
the home of Joyce Corradi. An articu-
late woman who. like many other
current anti-TMI activists, was total-
ly apolitical before the accident, Mrs.
Corradi's advice has been privately
sought even by the NRC because of
her credibility in the community.

"We are mostly very patriotic peo-
ple out here.” she said. “We believed
it when experts told us there
couldn’'t be an accident at TMI, and
even after the evacuation we just
assumed the government would
quickly clean dverything up.

"It s 3'6 years later and Unit 2 isn't
anywhere near being cleaned. We've
had krypton venting, we've had ern
zy evacuation plans that can't work
and we've seen many people getting
more and more upset rather than
leas How would you Ufu to hMaJd
Ration falling downybyr

Fellow "Concerned Mother" Paol
Kinney interrupted: “Now they te
us the Unit 1 should be restarted,
they decide to do it, you'll see, ther
will be bloodshed.”

Solemnly, the other mothers not
ded in agreement
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-
Clean It.
-
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SEPTEMBER 1982

PANE Meetings

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1982-------- 7:00 P.M.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1982-------- 7:Q0 P.M.

Both wvill be held at the Frey Village Guest Home, 1020 N. Union Stree+
MIDDLETOWN

Legal Update

PANE's legal battle began in September 1979, when we requested the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to consider the psychological health impact on
area residents of restarting TMI-I. The NRC made no decision on our petition
for 15 months. Finally, in December 1980--two months after the TMI-I hear-
ings began-- the NRC decided that the consideration of psychological health
impacts would not be given in the hearings.

Convinced that the NRC had a legal obligation to hear this issue, PANE
appealed to the U. S. Court of Appeals in Washington, D.C. Oral argument was
presented by PANE'S legal counsel before a 3-judge panel of the D.C. court in
November 1981. Both tne NRC and General Public Utilities (TMI"s owner) pre-
sented counter-arguments. In January 1982, the federal court ruled in PANE'S
favor, requiring the NRC to prepare an environmental assessment of the psych-
ological health impact on TMI's neighbors before making any decision regarding

restart of TMI-I. The assessment was targeted for completion this past June
but has yet to be released.
On July 1, GPU petitioned the U. S. Supreme Court to overturn the lower

court ruling on the grounds that it was "an unprecedented and unwarranted
extension” of the National Environmental Policy Act. The nuclear industry
opposed the court's decision out of concern that it could paralyze the devel -
opment of nuclear power by delaying NRC licensing activiti es. The NRC direcr-
ly addressed this concern when, on July 15, the agency sought to avoid
broadening the appeals court ruling by declaring it would not consider pos-
sible psychological harm during licensing hearings unless a plant has had a
"catastrophic” accident, such as at TMI. On that same date, the agency re-
quested the U. S. Justice Department to fi le a Supreme Court appeal on its
behalf, thereby joining GPU in asking the high court to reverse the appeals
court ruling. On August 30, the Reagan Administration fi led the appeal for
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

By the end of September, PANE must fi le a reply to the GPU and NRC
petitions. We wvill request that the Supreme Court not hear the case because
the lower court ruling was correct. PANE'S filing wvill be joined by a brief
from the American Psychological Association also requesting that the Supreme
Court allow the Ilower court ruling to stand. By the end of October, the
Supreme Court should decide whether or not it will hear the case.

All of this case preparation and presentation requires much time on the
part of PANE'S legal counsel and the mental health professionals who support
the case. We, and they, do everything possible to hold costs to the minimum
without endangering the case. We are in continuing need of additional funds.
If you have not supported PANE with a recent donation, please do so now so

that we can keep the case moving, Important victories have been won. More
lie ahead!! We need your financial support to achieve our goal of keeping
TMI closed permanently as a nuclear facility.

Please watch future PANE PILLs for more information on the legal case.

CRAFTS FAHxA** SEPTEMBER FUNDRAI SER RESULTS ****** BAKED GOODS
On September 17 & 18, PANE took part in a craft and bake sale at the
Harrisburg East Mall. Special thanks to Dale Hoyt who organized the event

and to the many other faithfuls who helped raise $255.00 for the PANE legal
fund. Many positive comments were heard from those who bought items.
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TMI UPDATE

During the past summer, (ochnicians at TMI performed a series of maneu-
vers in preparation for the jhgertion of an underwater camera—12 inches long

and li inches in diameter- _jo.n into the damaged core of TMI-2. The look was
+he first since the March 1979 ccident and was expected to confirm the de-
gree of core damage, Estimates of the damage have been inconclusive because

little information, gyxcept temperature readings during the accident, has been

ava i lable.
_ In_Iate June, technicians began preparations for the camera by attempt-
INng to Insert jhg the reactor's core 8 rods called axial power shaping rods.
These i2-foot long rods, ;geq during normal operations to ensure gyeR usage
of the uranium fuel, {yere withdrawn about 3 feet from the core at the time of
the accident and have remained there gi,ce The rods are located at various
locations around the top of the core, Of ;\he 8 2 could not be moved at al I
one moved @Rly 3 iRehes, tHree went most of the way into the core, and only
two could be fully inserted, ag expected, even though only two performed as
des igned, a GPU spokesman said, "We have a lot of good vibes...."

In mid-July, technicians uncoupled a 24-foot long screw and removed it
from the reactor. The resulting 1] inch/opening provided a hole for inser-

iion of the camera. The $25,000 camera was designed by Westinghouse for use
under.water in high.radiation areas. It has its own internal light source to
| uminate the viewing area. The inspection, estimated to cost $2 million,
wi:l help plan for the tools and other equipment needed to remove the 133
Tons of damaged fuel scheduled for 1985.
On July 21, the camera was lowered 30 feet into the core, and a 1| hour
+ was made. The next day The. Wash inqton Post quoted William Hamilton,
) N\Urll+~2 _advi5orY 9rouP on decontamination, as saying, "the uranium
gx'd‘j fuel had melge‘t{; du_n;:ilngtthe March '79 accident. His comments were
ased on viewing o € vigeo a|r')le, Hamilton, who is not employed by GPU or
the NRC, further observed that fuel elements were badly damaged, and the
rubble was badly broken up in small particles, s .
ome of it appeared to be
congealed together. Thecenter of the core was very badly damaged.” The
next day, James W...rhesing, an engineer with Bechtel Corp, and project mana-
ger for core removal at TMI-2, g45iq, "we have no information now that would
cause s o conclude thera”as melting of fuel material.” At the same press
***"'"noe, GPU Nuclear President, Robert Arnold, said, "We're not saying

there was nq MQIEMY of fuel”... Howev « _he added, "We're clearly. not of the
opinion there was melting.” Mmhlll& NB@:g Eakg Barrett §§|g: ' didn't
see any ing tna+ looked like ((fuel) melting. I”’m sure some control rod
material did melt. ....there may have been some localized melting of the
iuel inside thejuranium) pellets.” (Are you feeling a bit confused???) The
matter was clarified by GPU spokesman, John Fidler, who stated that additional
camera inspections of the core will have to be made before it can be determin-
ed if there was a meltdown. Fidler commented on the previous Washington Post
quotes of William Hamilton stating, "Hamilton said at the briefing that mTTT7
ing is the wrong word, that damage is a better word to describe what was seen.
It was clear to me, anyway, that Hamilton never used the word melt.”

There was general agreement that a 5-foot section of fuel assemblies in
the topcenter of the core had crumbled into a "bed of rubble.” More camera

inspections are under consideration, but the real evidence will not be avail-
Unl ' +he fue,.can be removed for analysis. NRC's Lake Barrett made the
most astute observation when he stated, |t raijses more questions than it
****i*********

answers  but it is a significant first step.”
36-YEAR OLD TMI WORKER DIES

OF LEUKEMIA

James Rogers, a 36-year old
decontamination worker at TMI
died on July 21, 1982, of leu-
kemia. He had been employed
as an electrical engineer by
GPU in its Lebanon, PA office
since 1966. In April 1979,.he
volunteered for decontamina-
tion work because of better
pay and for a break from the
routine of his regular Job.
He worked from May until Octo-
ber 1979 in the plant's high-
ly radioactive auxiliary
building. Because he was

We finally looked Into the reoctor and happily the damage isn't as bad as first thought. We should Small, he was often hoisted
have it back h operation al least 85 years ahead of schedule!"

(CONT INUED on PAGE 3)
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TMI DECONTAMINATION WORKER DIES (continued from bottom of page 2)

in a sling to take contamination samples from remote sections of the walls
and ceilings. He suffered a back injury in October 1979 and had been off
work since that time. The Ileukemia was diagnosed in January 1980.

His father, a retired Air Force jet pilot trained in handling nuclear

weapons, told local reporters, I blame it on radiation and job-refated
period.” The father said that Dr. James Ballard of the Hershey (PA) Medical
Center told him there was a 50-50 change the illness was caused by radiation.

The hospital, which is affiliated with Pennsylvania State University (the
President of which sits on the GPU Board of Directors), declined to allow Dr.
Ballard to be interviewed. A nationally known cancer expert, Dr. Robert
Mi ller of the National Cancer Institute in Bethesda, Maryland, said that the
leukemia probably did not result from radiation exposure. He stated that
most latency periods run about five years, and that Rogers' apparent latency
period of nine months "would be a new Olympic record for shortness of Ilatency

period.” The really sad part of the story is that no one can ever tell the
parents and the two surviving children that their son's (father's) death was
definitely not the result of his work at TMI. Is it really true that no one
died as the result of the TMI accident???

R R R R = = KHAIAIAAKXAAKXAAXAAXX *HAxIxAAXX

TM! WORKER FIRED; INSISTED ON WEARING A RESPIRATOR

A TMI worker, who worked in the decontamination room stripping the top
layer of protective clothing off personnel exiting the TMI-2 reactor bui Iding
was fired on August 30th because he Iinsisted on wearing a respirator, He had
been employed by Catalytic, Inc., a contract firmm doing work at TMIL. On
August 13, GPU (TMI's owner) instituted a new rule that stated it was un-
necessary to wear the breathing device because radiation levels in the undres

sing room were well below federal Iimits. 25 workers had signed a petition,
along with the fired employee, requesting that they be given the option of
wearing respirators, The petition was presented to TM| supervisors by the

discharged employee, Wil iam D. Pensyl of Shamokin, PA.
Lake Barrett of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission supported the firing
+hat the harmful effects of breathing the air would be equivalent to

v -J

smoking a cigarette. He further observed that ""it is technically probably
more harmful to the body to wear a respirator” if it's not needed "because
the body has to wor* harder, People can't wear what they want to wear just
because it makes them feel better.” The fired employee commented, "It's only
basic common sense that if you're ripping off someone's clothes and if radia-
tion is airborne, you're going to breathe it in." Since no one knows the
effect radiation has on humans, "I don't want to take that chance.'

E KA AIAIXAAXAKXAKXAKXKXX A

SAFETY OF TMI|-1 REACTOR

VESSEL DOUBTED

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission last year listed TMI - |
as one of 8 U.S. reactors con-
sidered most vulnerable to
cracking under certain condi-
tions. This topic was discus-
sed by NRC engineer, Demetrios
Basdekas, at a September 18
meeting hosted by the Susque-
hanna Valley Alliance in Lan-
caster. Basdekas explained
that the reactor vessel is 60

‘ i feet high, 12 feet in diameter
| assure you, gentlemen, reports on how brittle _ _ :
and is made of 8 inch thick
the metal has become are exaggerated ... Oops.’ steel which holds the uranium
fuel core. The wvessel, along
with the large system of
pipes welded to it, comprise the primary cooling system which.keeps the core
from overheati ng.

Basdekas, who 'as worked in the nulear industry for a number of years,
has become very concerned that this serious problem is being overlooked. Over
time, which research has shown to be much shorter than originally calculated,
the intense radiation makes the 8-i.nch thick walls of the vessel and the welds
that hold it together increasingly brittle. If an embrittled reactor, which
operates under tremendous pressure, was suddenly flooded with cold water, as

(CONTINUED On PAGE4)
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SAfLCCQ.F TMI-I REACTOR VESSEL DOUBTED (continued from bottom of page 3)

1' would.be during many types of accidents, the stress could g ck the vessel .
lhe cooling water would leak out, and the uranium fuel would o1t with deva-
stating consequences for the surrounding area.
rhe Problem can be lessened by placing shielding around the outer edge

of the core. However, according to Basdekas, that would mean a reducti 5, i,

e power output of fhe reactor and the amount of money earned by the utility.
°© Il Y cor,clud s hhat the price is cheap considering the consequences.
He related that the NRC and the utilities have generated reams of paper on
this problem; but, since it surfaced in 1976, little more than that has been
done When he first testified to the U.S. Congress about this in 1976, he
was transferred from the Licensing Branch of the NRC to the Research Branch,
in that way he was prevented fom allowing his concerns to stand in the way
of reactors being licensed, e confesses that he is considered a "malcontent”
by his fellow NRC engineers, put he explains that he feels a strong moral
committment to do all he can {5 prevent the serious accident he fears f a
reactor vessel should crack, He recognized those in the audience who were
working hard to keep abreast of the TMI situation and encouraged us to keep

insisting that our voices be Rnheard.
FhAxdhhthiii P **kkkkkkkkkkk

"JUST TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT"

Local TV and radio ads have been
airing in the Harrisburg area
since mid-summer. Based on the
comments 1°ve heard, the ads usu-
ally provoke responses ranging
from nausea to rage. Many resi-
dents have called the stations to
express their disgust with things
like Dr. Leonard Sagan (the ad’s
human dynamo) stating that the
granite in the Linclon Memorial
exposes one to much more radia-
tion "than standing right her? at
this operating nuclear plant.’

(If poor ol' honest Abe only knew)

If cost assures worth, Doc
Sagan might beat E.T. to the top

de_veloped _by the nuclear industry—ba_cl_<ed Corr?r’r?i)t(te(;ﬁﬁ)er I?r:gr;; Al\?v?i%enelshe (géi’)’
will require between $25 and $42 million ... <ot the record straight.” In
view of the straightening that needs to be done,, that might be a bargain!.
L . Of CEA staff director, Bill Harnig, "there’s been a misunder-
C,n A" 3 nuclear power.which jg evident in the recent drop in public

' ° mlsunders™and®ng results from some bad press the industry has

received
a"(m,,e+EA ~Norrn®d  shortly after the TM| accident, and in 1980 consisted

I ra °f utility execs who volunteered their time. Today, it boasts
na i rnerner oard--T Directors and a full-time staff of 9. The wutility com-

es wno inancially support organizations such as CEA can classify the
paymenis as operating expenses,and ultimately the ratepayers reimburse the
company through higher rates.

n readers in central PA, call the station that broadcasts the next
recor s raig ener and tell them how you feel about the ads. For those
L. . h.ave leasure, stay tuned--they ' re headed your way.
(Thanks to the Critical Mass Energy innrnAbwy 15- August 15, 1982)
HHHHHHHHHHHH HHHHHAHRHHH
" STLKWOOD" 3 enf_rnor with playwright-actress Jehane Dyllan

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, |982--Forum, PA EDUCATION BUILDING-- 8:30 PM
Commonwealth Ave. & Walnut Sts., Harrisburg, PA
Presents the life of Karen Silkwood —mother of 3 chi Idren, who died in
1974 Iin a controversial auto jccident while enroute to meet a union official
and a N._ Y. TIMES reporter. ghe was delivering to them documented evidence of

an- fals|f.ed safety tests by Kerr-McGee Co., owner of the
nuclear fuel processing plant where g0 \yorked. In 1979, an Oklahoma jury
awa;cglgtlj §1O'SU”S"”'8"‘ n (fjarlzages Ito her children. The judgment was overturned
n y a = ourt o ppeals, The court case and the mysteries of her
death continue. TICKEYSare $7.0. paNE ge+s $3-00 frorn each sold- Send to:

PANE, P.O. Box 268 --Middletown, PA 17057, ATTN: TICKETS.
Sponsored by I.L.G.W.U., Local 170, Harrisburg, PA.
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LEAKY PIPES7--DO SOMETHING!!

As you know the people at TMI say they want to fix those steam generator
tubes. Did you know $94 million was allocated for TMI #1 for 1982 by GPU.
GPU says they”’ll use 3$25 million of the 94 million to repair the tubes. Do
you real ly think it will cost just 25 mill ion? That’s 25 million or more that
could be spent on the clean-up------- right!!!! Write your Congressman, state
senaior and representative--this is incredi ble. You may remember that in Apri |
GPU was saying about 1/3 (10,000) of the steam generator tubes would have to
be repaired. Their story has, of course, changed. In early May it was announced
that repair work would be conducted on almost all of the 31,000 tubes. GPU
wants to start work in "mid-summer”. Also you should know, GPU says, 500-700
of the tubes will be plugged and taken out of service, thereby reducing the
efficiency of TMI # and if other leaks occur further jeopardizing power output.
A GPU spokesperson was quoted by Associated Press on May 5, 1982 as saying
about half (15,000) of the tubes showed signs of corrosion and therfore ""it
would be more efficient to repair all of them". The process they plan to use
will do 30 tubes at one time. Perhaps its really faster not so much more
efficient. Finally, there is reason to believe this whole steam tube problem
would not have occurred if the nuclear industry really understood nuclear tech-
nology. Don’t just sit therecall Governor Thornburgh 1-800-932-0784, Congress-
man Ertel 564-8963, State Senator Gekas 561-2603, State Representative Rudy
Dininni 564-6201, and U.S. Senator Heinz 233-5849, County Commission Chairman
Minnich 255-274 1.

WHOSE TO PAY FOR CLEANING TMI 2?2

You may recall in September 1981 the Edison Electric Institute, a mouth-
piece for nuclear representing U.S. utilities recommended contributing $192
million toward the clean-up. It has not appeared and is unlikely that it wvill.
One reason--that $25 million or so that GPU wants to use on the steam tubes.
The huge Tennessee Valley Authority recently said it was unfair for their
electric customers to contribute to the clean-up, at this time. P.S.--that
Edison Electric Institute recommendation would also have Met-Ed customers Kkick-
in $700,000. As you know our friendly Public Utility Commission has approved
al lowing GPU to eventual ly charge its customers up to 300 mill ion,

what about the nuclear vendors (Babcock & Wi Icox,

West i nghou. e, etc.) and what about GPU, so far they have only used insurance
money. By the way, did you know Senator Heinz got $1,250.00 in a political
contribution from GPU’s political action committee? Also a large New York
investment firm that holds large numbers of GPU stock contributed $500 to our
Pittsburgh Senator and finally $200 was given to Heinz by the Babcock and Wi Icox
political action committee (they designed the famous steam tube generators).
Source Mick Rood co.umn, April 25, 1981, Patriot

DID YOU KNOW?

1. An NRC task force report on the clean-up of TMI 2 reported in Feb. 1980
that re-starting TMI | was a higher priority for GPU then clean-up of TMI 2.

7<



2. In June 1979, less then 3 months after the STA
announced it would be prepared to restart TMI #| on or
3. In 1980 GPU was fined $155,000 for its actions
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9. Positions of
NRC & GPU, during
the hearings, were
virtually indisting-
uish ab I e .

10. Some NRC testi
mony was altered,
deleted or replaced
by the NRC that woul
have agreed with in-
dependent technical,
analysis.

Sou rces:

May 2, 1982 Shot ly
article in Patriot &
Union of Concerned
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CONSERVATION, MET-ED AND LEBANON COUNTY
Lebanon County installed an energy management system iIn two county-owned
facilities in early 1982. Lebanon County is serviced by Met-Ed (half owners

of TMI). The system cost $80,000 and iIn 4 months saved 259,000 Kilowatt hours
compared to 1981, yet the county’s overall electric costs iIncreased $9,000.
Met-Ed rates have increased 10 to 15% since 1981.

THE FOX AND THE PROMOTER SURVEY THE HEN-HOUSE
The NRC (Fox) conducted its Ffirst routine aeriel survey of a 25 mile area

surrounding TMI (henhouse) from Oct. 10 to Cot. 20. The last routine survey
was done in 1976. The Dept, of Energy (promoter) also assisted. Helicopters
fly at 150 ft. altitudes to conduct the survey. Although the results are not
out yet, rumor has it that the Press Release has already been written and it
says iIn part---"To set the record straight the TMI area suffers from no more
radiation then someone who lives iIn a brick home, drinks wine, smokes cigar-
ettes or has the money to fly to Colorado."" PANE suspects the venting for
the whole month of September was conducted to decrease the output during the
October radiation survey. IT you want to be a real cynic you could also ques-
tion the value of the biggest promoter of nuclear power (Dept, of Energy)
assisting the fox that guards the henhouse (NRC and utilities) to conduct the
survey. Please note also that the survey began October 10 and the Ffirst time
we knew why helicopters were flying low was a news article iIn the October 17.
1982 Patriot News. We also could question why the survey extends 25 miles,
which only tends to "water down'™ the close-in readings---which means poor Abe
in the memorial may be getting zapped less then us. Another cynic might add
that the government chose the "'right” weather conditions to do the survey.

Enough, Enough......._.

LET’S SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT!
The medical waste stream iIn the U.S. represents 25% of the volume of

solid waste and contains less than 1% of the total radioactivity disposed of
annually. Therefore the toxicity of medical waste is far less than that of
nuclear power plant waste. Moreover 97% of medical waste has a half-life of
less then 60 days and 60% of hospital waste has a half-life of 6 hours.

The Waste Paper, Spring 1982

DAUPHIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS UNLOADS ON GPU

ThP September 1. 1982 edition of The Beacon stated the county received
6 shares of GPU stock as a result of an estate settlement. "It was suggested
that the stock be liquidated, a move which was promptly and unanimously passed.’

pema/fema i e
The September 29, 1982 Pittsburgh Post Gazette says a federal official

for the Federal Emergency Management Agency felt a February 17 drill around
the Duquesne Power Light plant at Shippingport was not adequate to protect

the public. So Dewitt Smith Director of the Pa. Emergency Management Agency
called the FEMA Philadelphia regional office. That FEMA regional official

countermanded the negative recommendation of his Ffield stiff. The regional
director, according to the paper, left the state off the hook. It makes one
wonder about the quality of the FEMA/PEMA drills conducted around TMI.

REAGAN SAYS "LESSONS LEARNED AT TMI'™ ARE LEARNED (THOUGH NOT APPLIED)

Would you like the safetv regulations for TMI and other existing nuclear
plants to be eased? President Reagan has proposed this method to help the
nuclear industry rebound from its. financial and social problems. This

_ to bp the dy'o pap banir“lash "to the lessons. learned at TMI _
Essentially 1t appears Reagan is sa™k”S the industry will decide what is safe.




@

These of us living around TMI have realized everyday since March 28, 1979
that the nuclear people need to learn alot more about their method of pro-
ducing electricity and understanding people. At this time all TMI #2 lessons
learned have not been applied to TMI #1 and many may not be. Write to Heinz,
Specter and Ertel and tell them how you feel.

TMI CHEATING
Nov; the NRC in a 4 - 1 vote has decided tc review whether GPU should be

fned 100,000. They feel it may not be justified. You may recall a special
judge heard the cheating case i1nvolving the April 1980 cheating. That judge,
in his report to the NRC, said at least 10 employees had participated in
cheating going back three years. Two were Ffired and 2 were suspended for 2
weeks. The judge also felt 2 shift supervisors be criminally prosecuted. He
basically found management i1nadequate. As a result, there i1s a strong feeling
among local residents that Justice has not been equally applied. Additionally
the NRC concluded that a station manager and a Met-Ed vice president had
certified that an operator had scored higher than he did on part of an NRC

exam. Victor Gilinsky, an NRC Commissioner concerned about safety, said his
other 4 colleagues refuse td ""...confront the issue of whether GPU is compet-
ent to operate TMI #1_.” PANE hopes you will be iIn the audienckE on Nov. 9.

RADIATION AND THE TMI ACCIDENT
““The radiation devices stationed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission at

Three Mile Island had their data (gamma and beta) processed and analyzed by
a private company, Radiation Management Corporation that was founded by 8
private electric utility companies which included GPU, the holding company
of TMI. This data '’...served as the foundation for the Commission®s later
figures on radiation exposures to the public,” reports Critical Mass Journal
June 1979- The CMJ continues that the NRC did not turn to radiation process-
ing labs which are operated by the U.S. Dept, of Energy and the Environmental

Protection.Agency.. Ralph Nader is quoted in CMJ as stating, "...very substan-
tial conflicts of iInterest problems are raised by the use of the Radiation
Management Corporation at Three Mile Island.” CMJ, June 1979-

HOW FAR ALONG IS IE DECONTAMINATION GF TMI #27?

Harold Denton of the NRC sent a letter on September 8, 1982 to GPU’s
Bob Arnold. The letter asked Tfor specific decontamination information and
also revealed that an awfully lot of work needs to be done yet, a summary
follows: "activities to date (clean-up) represent only limited progress
toward total plant clean-up'; containers of highly radioactive resins remain
on site pending efforts necessary to make them safe for shipment with more
waste additionally forthcoming if the clean-up progresses; '"Removal of the
reactor vessel head for examination and subsequent removal of the vessel
internals and fuel have yet to be accomplished. Only limited planning,
engineering and preparations have been i1nitiated to carry out this task';
"highly radioactive demineralizer resins from the reactor coolant purifica-
tion system, in place since the accident, must also be removed and shipped
off the site. The balance of the most contaminated floors surfaces in the
auxiliary building remains to be cleaned up and the entire reactor building
will have to undergo further extensive decontamination.'; "1t is clear that
this remaining work represents the majority of thetotal clean-up project...";
Denton then asked GPU for further information. Bob Arnold of GPU responded
on September 21, 1982 and basically said GPU, Bechtel and others are working
on reassessing the degree and amount of work necessary to complete many of
the tasks mentioned. Arnold further said in December.of 1982 about 40 million
of spendable cash will remain from the original 300 million of insurance.
In 1983 GPU is counting on 34 million from customer revenues, 5 million from
PA 2 million from NJ, using 19 of the 40 million of insurance, 2 million
from the Electric Power Research Institute and 14 million from U.S. Dept, of
Energy. Arnold asked the NRC to try to get more from the Dept, of Energy for
the clean-up. Also the customer revenues for 1983 are anticipated to be
14 million higher than 1982 because GPU will file with the PA PUC for a rate

hike 1n January.

GOOD READING o
Make sure you get a copy of the October 1982 edition of Psychology Today.

An excellent article on the psychological impact of a TMI #1 restart and with
specific mention of PANE. If you can’t ge/ a copy, come to the next meeting.
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REMEMBER THE REFERENDUMI : : |

NOVEMBER ELECTION
PANE encourages you to telephone your- local representatives regarding
their stand on TMI #1 and i1ts future. We urge you to look over the League
Voters Election Guide soon to published and distributed In news-
papers to determine which of your representatives are running for re-election
and who the opposition is. Telephone both and find out how they feel about
TMI #1. The Leagues telephone number s 237-1576.

™ML #2

What happens when TMI #2 i1s decontaminated? GPU threatens to try to put
a new core in and operate it---how ever" they aren’t real sure. IT It’s to be
decommissioned will it be dismantled?, safe storage (fuel and liquids removed
and guards for 100 years)?, or entombment.(encased in a concrete structure,,
and fuel and liquids removed)? OR i1f GPUps enough money accumulated to
decommission.will they try creative accounting to refuel TMI #2 OR will the
decontamination continue for the next 15 years? Who knows, but next time
you go to public meetings, ask GPU.

ELECTION.OF PANE BOARD MEMBERS

It is time again to nominate persons for the Board of Directors of PANE.
Any member of PANE is eligible. The November newsletter will feature a ballot
of those persons desiring to be board members. Send your name and phone num-
ber to PANE, P.O. Box 268, Middletown, PA 17057 to be considered in the

November election of board members.

MONEY MAKER AND PARTY/MEETING

A suggestion by a.PANE board member was to give blood in order to raise
money TFfor PANE. The winter season increases the need for blood and this is
one way we could raise legal funds. IT you are iInterested,telephone a board
member and come to the November 7 meeting/party at Joyce Gorradi’s, 2 South
Nissley Drive, Shope"s Gardens. The meeting begins at 6 p.m. with a social
to follow; call a board member i1f you can bring something to eat or drink.

PANE MEETINGS

November 7, 6 p-m. - 2 S. Nissley Drive, Shopes Girden3
The Corradi Home 939-0345 - Meeting/party

November 21, 7 p-m.- Frey Village Guest House, Conference Room
North Union Street, Middletown

PLAN TO ATTEND THE NOVEMBER MEETINGS

TM1 LAUNDRY

A laundry from New York State (Tri-State in Utica, NY) is no longer doin.
TMI #1 and 2’s "wash”  Their mobile laundry decontamination facility and
ventilation unit were rrturned on September™ 9. Now Interstate Laundry, Nev
Kensington, PA are handling "the wash'".

NOVEMBER 9 - 7 P._M.
PANE hopes you have a car full of people ready to go to the public r'.ee+i"'T
This meeting should be a MUST for you and ycur friends. IT you need a ride,

call a board member today.

REMEMBER - 7. . . Metropolitan Edison failed to exhibit the requisite compet-
ence for handling the accident on its aftermath”™ Do you feel they should hav3

another opportunity?

REMINDER. - Every time local safe energy organizations have gone from tbQ NRC
administrative process to courts of law, the courts have ruled in our favor.
(PANE-Sholly Krypton 85 hearing case, SVA water case and PANE Psych, case)/
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State says NRC is obliged (.3}

10 consider restart stress

The Thornburgh administration has
taken the position that the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission has a legal obligation to
consider any psychological stress that
reactivation of the Three Mile Island nu-
clear power plant might cause on people
living in the area.

In a brief filed with the NRC by mail
Thursday, the state argues that “the psy-
chological health of the residents of Cen-
tral Pennsylvania must be fully considered
in the process of deciding the future of
Three Mile Island Unit 1.”

The psychic impact of starting up Unit
1 — the undamaged reactor on TMI —
could affect the "quality of the human
environment,” and is thus covered by the
National Environmental Policy Act.

The brief was filed at the direction of
Gov. Dick Thornburgh under new authori-
ty the NRC granted the commonwealth to
submit evidence and question witnesses in
the forthcoming hearings on Unit 1.

Thornburgh sought that authority as
n "interested state" in a petition he filed
Aug. 23 with the NRC. The commission
agreed to the request on Sept. 21, enabling
Pennsylvania to participate fully in the
hearings without taking an immediate po-
sition on whether the facility in question
should be reactivated.

The state is not precluded, under the
rules, from taking a postion later in the
process.

The state’s brief notes that the psycho-
logical issue "arises in this case in a man-
ner unprecedented in NEPA case law,” but
cites "a developing body of case law indi-
cating that certain manifestations of psy-
chological distress are already cognizable
(covered)” under NEPA.

“The NRC has a duty under NEPA to
evaluate, balance and minimize all adverse
environmental impacts and should carry
out these duties with respect to the issue of
psychological stress in this proceeding.”

Local groups concerned
about the Three Mile Island
cleanup and possible restart
of Unit 1, met with Governor
Dick Thornburgh recently.

The meeting was
organized by Limerick
Ecology Action and Three
*Mile Island Alert. People

MIDDLETOWN PRESS
AND JOURNAL

Against Nuclear Energy
(P.A.N.E.) was represented
by Middletown resident and
Board Member Don Konkle.

The thrust of the meeting
centered around the groups
voicing that the government
was tardy in sensing the
needs of local residents and
responding appropriately
with direct or indirect in-
tervantion.

Konkle elaborated by
discussing with the
Governor the following: 1.)
late development by NRC of
an environmental Impact
Statement for the cleanup,
initiated 8 months after the
accident, 2.) Discussions
only now culminating for
NRC Citizen Advisory
Committee, 3.) lack of
psychology-psychiatric
oriented professionals on the
recently convened Union of
Concerned Scientists
Governors Panel, 4.) The
delay in organizing the
citizen radiological
monitoring program

PANE Rep Met With Thornburgh

nouncements in March in-
dicated an NRC decision on
venting by mid-April (now
pushed back), 5.) The
Governor (last August)
urged the NRC to hear the
psychological contention in
the August 1980 TMI No. 1
restart hearings. At this
time that contention has not
yet been accepted by the
NRC Commissioners and,
6.) indecisiveness by the
NRC inthe cleanup, the
question as PANE sees it is
not whether the high levels
of radioactivity should be
cleaned up, but rather the
process of HOW that is to be
accomplished ip a well
planned, orderly, and safe
manner.

Konkle is hopeful that a
follow-up meeting can be
arranged with the Governor
and that he will be more
assertive in TMI related
activities, it was noted that
NRC Commissioner Victor
Gilinsky recently stated that
Governor  Thornburgh's
stand on cleanup issues

PANE Calls For Safe
Quick Clean-up

The credibility of General
Public Utilities and the
Metropolitan Edison Co.,
managers of the Three Mile
Island nuclear power plant
was one of the several topics
discussed at the recent board
of directors meeting of
PANE, Inc., of Middletown.

At the meeting, PANE
members related that two
governmental investigations
have found that the
managers of TMI failed to
pass on information that
showed a deteriorating situa-
tion on the morning of the 1979
accident.

The local citizen pointed
out that one investigation
was completed by the
Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission in early February
1980 which showed a “"clear
failure" to collect, analyze,
and release information
about what was going on in
the plant’s reactor as the ac-
cident developed.

The other investigation
was done by the House In-
terior Committee chaired by
Representative Morris
Udall. The "Udall Report"
charges that Met-Ed of-
ficials" presented state and
federal officials misleading
statements ... that conveyed
the impression the accident
was substantially less severe
and the situation more under
control than what was in fact
the case.”

According to PANE, the
NRC report said that infor-
mation, including high
temperature readings and a
sudden burst of pressure in
the containment building, in-
dicated a serious problem.

operator’s training and ex-
perience. As a result, the
NRC says, they were written
off as faulty instrument
measurements.

"However Udall’'s report
disagreed,” PANE said. The
representative’s findings
stated that Managers did not
communicate information in
their possesson that they
understood to be related to
the severity of the situation.
Udall’s main report said,
“"TMI plant managers were
aware of information in-
dicative of a situation much
more perilous than was
reported to state and federal
officials.”

“Local Congressman Allen
Ertel is concerned about the
discrepancies of the two
reports outlined above."
Pane directors commented
as a result, the Congressman
has asked the chairmen of the
NRC and GPU to respond to
the conclusions of both in-
vestigations.

PANE has reviewed the
various steps required in the
decontaimination of TMI No.
2as outlined in the NRC’s En-
vironmental Impact State-
ment. They maintain that
much of the work will involve
unprecedented procedures
and yet-to-be designed equip-
ment. For thatreason, PANE
feels that all of the engineer-
ing expertise of GPU/Met-Ed
should be solely devoted toan
expedient and safe decon-
tamination of TMI No. 2 -
First. ““After the decon-
tamination is safely com-
pleted, then, and only then,
should the question of
whether TMI No. 1 will
operate be considered,” they
said.

The next scheduled PANE
meeting is a board of direc-
tors meeting to be held Sun-
day, June 28 at 7 p.m. in the
Frey Village Guest House
conference room, North
Union Street, Middletown.

especially when an-

PANE LooksOver
Year's Activities

P.AN.E. (People Against
Nuclear Energy) of the Mid-
dletown Area held a public
meeting on April 16 featuring
several presentations. Presi-
dent Jim Hurst discussed
PANE’S year of activities
which centered on public
education and increased
dialogue between public and
agency officials.

Barbara Heivly discussed
P.A.N.E.’s relationship to
the Three Mile Island Legal
Fund (TMILF) ard TMI
Public Interest Resource
Center (TMI PIRC). Heivly
represents P.A.N.E. in PIRC
which is designed to pool all
available information from
local citizen groups and
develop contact with in-
terested local and national
experts in various aspects of
the decontamination and
decommissioning of TMI.

Don Konkle represents
P.AN.E.intheTMILF andis
President of the Fund. This
group has representatives
from all local citizen groups

with several individuals and
began to come together last
August through the efforts of
TMIA and Susquehanna
Valley Alliance. The
TMILF’s function is to
review legal activities,
possibility and dispersal of
funding to local groups.

A report on the March 29th
rally was presented by
P.A.N.E.’s representative to
the March 28th Coalition
John Garver. Garver was in
charge of coordinating
logistics for the site of the ral-
ly. He reported state and
local officials were pleased
with the orderliness of the
participants and the
cleanliness of the site after
the rally. The Coalition is
already beginning to plan for
next year's event.

‘Barb Heivly and Don
Hossler presented various
reviews of the NRC En-
vironmental Assessment to
vent Krypton and the PIRC
response to the assessment.

The next scheduled public

WASHINGTON — The Nuclear
Regulatory Commission acted ille-
gally when it didn’'t hold a formal
public hearing prior to starting the
controlled release of radioactive
gas from Three Mile Island Unit 2,
federal appeals court judges ruled
here Thursday.

The unanimous decision by a
three-judge panel of the U.S. Court
of Appeals in the District of Colum-
bia, according to several
knowledgeable NRC officials,
means that many more formal pub-
lic hearings than the agency had
hoped will have to be held on nucle-
ar power plant license changes.

The case developed last spring
when NRC officials extensively
discussed at numerous public ses-
sions plans to vent small amounts
of krypton-85 gas from the Unit 2
containment building. But the com-
missioners decided no so-called aju-
dicatory hearings were required
before taking the crucial step in de-
contaminating the TMI site.

Federal law allowed them to
skip the hearing requirement, the
commissioners reasoned, because
NRC experts had shown the kryp-
ton releases involved “no signifi-
cant (healthj-hazard.” Although the
releases were deemed safe, the
NRC formally had to amend the
Metropolitan Edison Co. nuclear li-
cense because some of the krypton
emissions could have momentarily
exceeded federal standards.

., Giving the public 10 days notice
before the venting was tn begin,
the NRC approved Met-Ed’s purge
plan and amended its license ac-
cordingly on June 12.

Steven Sholly of Mechan-
icsburg, People Against Nuclear
Energy and another anti-nuclear
group asked the NRC to reconsider
and later also asked for a public

hearing. The NRC formally refused
to change its mind and ignored the
request for a hearing.

Attorneys for Sholly and PANE
filed suit the day before the venting
began (June 28), arguing that their
right to request a hearing should
override the NRC’s contention that
it could duck the hearing by show-
ing there was “no significant haz-
ard.” The D.C. appeals court
refused to stop the venting, but
agreed to hear the case later on its
merits. Arguments were heard
Sept. 9, and Thursday the court
ruled Sholly and PANE had been
right.

NRC officials were uncertain
about how the ruling might affect
the cleanup at TMI. although the
question of holding hearings clear-
ly will be given more consideration
in the future, they said. The com-
mission can decide to appeal the
court decision by .recommending
that the U.S. solicitor general ask
the Supreme Court for a review. It
was unclear Thursday whether the
NRC would take that route.

NRC Solicitor Stephen Eilpcrin
had argued at the Sept. 9 appeals
court hearing that since the venting
had been completed by then. Shol-
ly’s. and PANE'S arguments were
moot and no longer worth review-
ing. :

The courtMso rejected that ar-
gument. By passing up the hearing
requirement and making its hear-
ing order effective immediately,
the NRC had attempted to evade
judicial review, the court said.

“"We believe that it Is unreason-
able foi the government to take the
position that, in order to seek judi-
cial review of a license amendment,
a petitioner must race to the court-
house before the NRC takes an irre-
versible action.” the judges said.

meeting will be held May 20.
A 90-minute documentary

‘ film, just completed, about
TMI will be shown. All
citizens of the area are in-
vited to attend. Please check
editions of the Press And
Journal for location and time
of the film.

carries considerable weight
with the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

PANE urges all citizens
concerned with the cleanup
to write to the Governor,
Main Capitol Building,
Harrisburg, PA 17120 or call
the .action line at 1-800-932-
0784,
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" PANE WillAppeal

f

ffu//ng/lga/nstStress.

)4 By Joe Sukle
' . ..\ Associate Editor
+ J The Issue of whether the matter of
' psychological stress should be con-
* sidered as an Issue in the restart hear-
ings of the Three Mile Island Unit-!
'+ reactor was dashed last week by an
order from the Nuclear Regulatory
p ' Commission.
/ Last Friday, following a 2-2 dead-
| w/s lock vote on the matter, the NRC
1 /~decided against telling a licensing
» XE;.and review board that the issue of
stress should be considered a condi-
.tion in the ongoing TMI Unit-I restart
| f . hearings.
Locally, Don Hossler of PANE,
I » People Against Nuclear Energy of
I .p-Middletown, told the Press And
J “Journal that the group will probably
be filing for an appeal on the NRC
1 decision. The local anti-nuclear
group, at a recent meeting of their
Board of Directors, were unanimous
*.In deciding to file the appeal with the
*»m District of Columbia Court of Ap-
peals. The group has, for some time
now, worked at establishing the issue
of psychological stress as being one
that should be considered relevant in
the TMI Unit-I restart hearings as well
as with regards to the entire clean-up
, at TMI Unit-11.
Yyi»To be successful in filing their ap-
‘peal Hossler said that PANE will be

| forced to get an expedited hearing
j with the Washington, D C. appeals

MIDDLETOWN
JOURNAL

court due to the fact that they only
have a period of some sixty days to
successfully work against the NRC
order. “If we don't get the ex-
pediated hearing on the appeal of
this case,” Hossler explained, “the
restart hearings on Unit-l will pro-
bably be over.”

Hossler outlined that PANE’S ap-
peal would move from the appeals
court, should they approve, to the
NRC where testimonies would of-
ficially be placed on record. “I don't
think we would win the case with the
NRC," Hossler admitted, “probably
because about that time President-
elect Ronald Reagan's replacement
on the NRC would be named and
the vote would probably fall 3-2
against us. But then we would move
back to the appeals court again and
hopefully they would agree with us.”

On the stress issue, a down-to-the-
wire 2-2 vote split the NRC officials
on the matter. Chairman John
Aheame and commissioner Joseph
Hendrie voted their opposition to
making the subject of psychological
stress an issue to be considered in the
Unit-1 restart hearings. Fellow com-
missioners Victor Galinsky and Peter
Bradford voted in favor of consider-
ing the factor of stress as an argu-
ment in the hearings.

Some ten months ago an NRC
licensing board also recommended
that it be allowed to address the

PRESS AND
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psychological stress facet during the
Unit-I restart hearings. Area anti- p
nuclear groups have also pushed the
NRC for some time to approve the
same issue.

In the ultimate order from the
NRC following the split 2-2 voting,
Chairman Aheame said, “An NRC
licensing action is not an appropriate
forum for psychological stress

issues." Ahearne and Hendrie ex-
pressed their beliefs that the
assurances of proper safety pro-

cedures and constant public informa-
tion reports on the occurances at TMI r
would best take care of the avenues
of stress and mental anguish with
regards to TMI.

“If we go back to the appeals court
following a denial of a turnover of the
NRC's decision, | think we’'ll win and
overturn the issue,” Hossler said.
“We re not giving the appeals court a
nuts and bolts technical issue to
decide upon. Usually the federal ap- f
peals court does not like to turn
things around for a fellow federal
agency but we know that the infor-

(Continued On Sec. 1, Page 14)

| mation is there on this case in our
favor.”

Hossler further explained that the
biggest problem facing PANE in such
an endeavor, besides the time limit,
is money. "For an appeal to the court
in Washington, D C. we’re looking al
another $6,000,” he stated. "To go
before the NRC another $10,000 to
$20,000 is added and then if we
have to go back to the appeal court,
another $6,000 would be needed.”

“In our hearts we're committeed
but in our minds it's getting difficult,”
Hossler admitted. He went on to say
that the fact that the appeals period
will run over the upcoming holiday
season further complicates the issue

The NRC licensing board’s recom-
mendation on the restart pro-
ceedings of Unit-l at Three Mile
Island are expected to be made
public this summer. The issue of
psychological stress was the final
matter that the NRC instructed the
Board to address

22— 2t;e Patriot, Harmtarv FI. Wy I« ijii b

TMI Stress

Arguments
Proliferate

By MICK ROOD
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Three judges on the U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals here raised more argu-

ments than they heard Tuesday on whether
Three Mile Island area residents’ mental condi-
tion should be considered in the restart of TMI-
Unit I

William S. Jordan I11 told the panel his client.
People Against Nuclear Energy of Middletown,
wants the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to
make psychological stress an issue in the restart
proceedings. Jordan said effects of the Unit 2
accident and anticipation of a Unit | start-up
were demonstrable, but the NRC had never al-
lowed PANE to present evidence.

“Usually, litigants don't rely on the other
side to produce facts,” Judge Malcolm Richard
Wilkey chided Jordan.

Wilkey pressed the PANE attorney for ex-
amples of actual physical impairments due to
psychological stress or of people “who have
been unable to function on the job.” Jordan was
unable to come up with such examples in the
courtroom, but said they were available.

“At the present time, we just have your con-
tentions and speculations,” Wilkey said. The
judges said PANE was asking for a “novel” rul-
ing that would affect residents near all nuclear
plants considered for start-up or restart.

Nevertheless, presiding Judge J. Skelly
Wright and Judge Carl McGowan appeared sym-
pathetic to the PANE case. And all three judges
repeatedly asked why the NRC couldn’t have
required a special environmental impact state-
ment on psychological stress or why the issue
couldn't have been considered during restart
proceedings.

NRC attorney Peter Crane said Congress
never intended atomic safety and licensing
boards appointed by the NRC to consider any-!
thing but physical health effects in connection
with operation of nuclear power plants. Further,
he argued environmental impact statements
were required only for “major federal actions”
and while calling for one might be within the
NRC’s discretion, determining psychological
stress would be “speculative” and difficult to
quantify.

The circuit court got the case on appeal after
the NRC refused in December 1980 to order the
licensing board to consider psychological stress
along with other safety issues pertaining to the
restartcase. The commission’s refusal of PANE’S
original request was a bitterly-worded 2-2 deci-
sion in which member Peter Bradford said the
issue should be broached again when the NRC
had five members.

(The NRC operated with only four members
for 13 months until August this year when the
Reagan administration completed appointments.
The psychological stress appeal was never re-
considered) —

At issue is whether Congress intended the
NRC to consider mental as well as physical ef-
fects in plant licensing matters under either the
Atomic Energy Act or the National Environmen-
tal Protection Act. Most legal analyses suggest
no literal mention of mental health in atomic
energy law, but potential for consideration on
the environmental act.

As Judge McGowan asked NRC attorney
Crane Tuesday, “How could you write an envi-
ronmental impact statement on a new plant
without discussing fears in a community?”

In its overall environmental impact state-
ment on the cleanup of accident-damaged Unit 2,
the NRC staff concluded in March 1980 that “for
the great majority of people in the TMI commu-
nity and downstream, no long-term psychologi-
cal effects are anticipated.” Similarly, the Presi-
dent’s (Kemeny) Commission on the Accident at
Three Mile Island decided mental stress prob-
lems arising from the Unit 2 accident would only
be short-lived.

How those judgments relate to Unit | — a
separate issue legally — is unclear. But Judge
Wilkey at one point asserted the only “facts”
PANE had are the Kemeny commission’s conclu-
sion that psychological stress problems would be
short-lived following the accident.

Attorney James B. Hamlin representing Met-
ropolitan Edison Co., which intervened in the
case, said PANE was unnecessarily asking for
full ajudication of the stress issue. Questions
about the safe operation of Unit | by Met-Ed are

. now being considered by the licensing board —

more than 20.000 pages worth of testimony and

documents.
Hamlin said TMI Unit | was "not a special

case.”



TMI Loses Round on Reactor

By Joanne Omang
Washington Past Stiff Writer

The U.S. Court of Appeals here
vesterday ordered the Nuclear Re-
gulatory Commission to keep the
undamaged reactor at Three Mile
Island shut down until it studies the
effect a restart would have on the
mental health of people in the area.

The 2-to-l decision is a major set-
back for the financially strapped
Metropolitan Edison- Co., which
owns the Pennsylvania power plant,
and for the nuclear industry, which
sees the case as precedent-setting.
The citizens' group that brought the
suit, People Against Nuclear Energy
(PANE) of Middletown, Pa., was
exuberant.

“We can't wait to see {the ruling)
and really believe it's true,” said
PANE board member James B.
Hurst. “It means its time to stop
.talking about psychological stress
around here and to start dealing
with it."

The ruling overturned an NRC
verdict early last year, which was re-
affirmed this fall, that psychological
effects did not have to be considered
in its pending decision on whether to
allow the undamaged Unit One re-
actor to start up. NRC must now
conduct an “environmental assess-

ment" of restart effects on “the psy-
chological health of neighboring res-
idents and on the well-being of sur-
rounding communities.”

The NRC must then determine
whether the National Environmental

1 Policy Act requires a more detailed
environmental impact statement,
which would include public hearings

on the effects of a restart, the court ’

said. The NRC may not decide on
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reopening the plant until that is
done, it added.

In a strong dissent, Judge Mal-
colm R. Wilkey said the court order
set up psychological stress as “an
‘impact’ which has never before been
considered ‘as covered by NEPA.”
He said it was “yet another example
of a court inventing new procedural
requirements for an administrative
agency in a manner which has en-
ormous substantive consequences.”

While the assessment continues,
he said, the TMI neighborhood will
get no service from the plant, and “it
will be a colder winter than pre-
dicted.”

Unit One was ready to begin op-
erations the day the adjacent Unit
Two overheated, on March 28, 1979,

spreading radiation over the area,
and has been closed ever s'ice for
design changes.

But Met Ed said it feared bank
ruptey if it is not allowed to restart
Unit One soon and apply the revo
nues toward cleaning up Unit Two.
Issues of structural strength, man-
agerial competence and operator test
cheating have been pending, but the
NRC had heen expected to allow the
restart within the next few weeks.
Yesterday's decision could delay that
several more months.

TANE argued that psychological
factors should be included in the
Atomic Energy Act’s requirement
that public “health and safety” mu~t
be considered in authorizing nuclear
power plant operation. N

(5)

TMI foes
call ruling

'worth it'

'ty MARY O. BRADLEY
Staff Writer
A legal fight to get federal regu-

lators to consider the psychological
stress on residents of restarting

today said the
worth it.

Three Mile Island Unit | may end
up costing more than $25,000, but
Middletown anti-nuclear activists
investment was

“It's been very costly," said Jim

Hurst, a director of People Against
Nuclear Energy, the group which
has waged a 16-month legal battle
to have the psychological impact of
the restart considered by the Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission.

In a 2-1 ruling Thursday, the
U.S. Court of Appeals ordered the
NRC to prepare an environmental
assessment regarding the effects of
the proposed restart.

“The commission shall then
determine, on the basis of this envi-
ronmental assessment, whether the
National Environmental Policy Act
requires preparation of a full envi-
ronmental impact statement,” the
court said.

Hurst said the legal fight thus
far has cost PANE between $20,000
and $25,000 with about $8,000
spent on its appeal of the NRC's
December 1980 refusal to order an
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
to consider the stress issue in its
deliberations on restart. Hurst said
PANE has about $9,000 In legal
bills still outstanding.

“We were just really convinced
that the issue is so important,”
Hurst said, adding it was "very dif-
ficult" for board members to com-
mit PANE to a cortly fight and “run
up debts."” He said PANE’S financial

See N-PLANT — Page 2
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Mental Role Ruled

TMI-1 Restart Key |

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
Court of Appeals here ruled late
Thursday that the undamaged Unit
| reactor at Three Mile Island can-
not be restarted until the govern-
ment weighs the possibility of ad-
verse psychological effects upon
people living near the central Penn-
sylvania nuclear plant.

The appellate panel, in a 2-! de-
cision. said the U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission should make
that assessment. The NRC should
then determine whether federal

law requires a more detailed study
of environmental effects of a res-
tart, the court said.

The decision was a long-await-
ed victory for People Against Nu-
clear Energy, a midstate Pennsyl-
vania group opposed to restart, and
appellant in the case.

“It’s an important decision for
us." said James Hurst, a PANE di-
rector. Hurst said PANE has been
fighting to have the psychological

See TMI-1 -Page 10

TMI-1 Restart
Handed Setback

From Page One

impact of restart considered since
September 1979, when PANE be-
came an intervenor in the restart
hearings.

"We hope they (the NRC) use
the best mental health experts” to
perform the assessment of possible
psychological impact. Hurst said.
"Mental health is as much health as
is physical health.”

The mental health aspect of a
TMI restart was the lone issue
being pursued by PANE, Hurst
said. PANE is one of six central
Pennsylvania groups opposed to
restart at the Harrisburg area
plant, he said.

Hurst said PANE’S appeal
stemmed from a December 1980
statement by the NRC that psycho-
logical aspects of restart would not

be considered.

General Public Utilities Corp.,
operator of the plant through GPU
Nuclear, had no comment on the
appeals court ruling Thursday
night.

The ruling was issued too late
for GPU to review Thursday, GPU
spokesman Douglas H. Bedell said.

TMI's undamaged Unit | reac-
tor has not operated since the na-
tion's worst commercial nuclear
accident crippled its sister Unit 2 on
March 28, 1979. Th»- Unit | reactor
was down for refueling when Unit

2 suffered a near meltdown of its
radioactive core.

In Thursday’s ruling, majority
Judges J. Skelly Wright and Carl
McGowan said that until the NRC
complies on the psychological is-
sue, “It shall not make a decision to
restart TMI-1."

U.S. Circuit Judge Malcolm
Richard Wilkey dissented, saying.
“Whether designedly so or not. this
order will bar the resumption of
furnishing nuclear power from
TMI-1. at which there has never
been an accident, until such time as
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion satisfies this court....

“This delay is imposed because
of the asserted impact 'on the psy-
chological health of neighboring
residents,” an impact which has
never before been considered as
covered by the National Environ-
mental Policy Act,” Wilkey said.

“The court is concerned that

‘the well-being of the surrounding !

communities’ be assessed, yet
while this is taking place, for the
communities near TMI-1 it will be a
colder winter than predicted,” he
said.

In mid-December 1981, ary
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
recommended to the NRC that it
consider allowing restart, and at
that time it was believed that a res-
tart decision could come by the end
of January.
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Court properly orders
review of stress at TMI

Experts studying the after-effects of
the Three Mile Island nuclear accident
agree that the only immediately identi-
fiable health effect was psychological
stress experienced by many people
living near the reactor. Those experts
question whether the start-up of TMI's
undamaged Unit 1 reactor, idle since
the accident in Unit 2. will produce a
new outbreak of such stress.

Is the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion required by law to consider men-
tal stress when it decides whether to
authorize the Unit 1 start-up? A local
citizens’ group argued that it is. The
plant s owner maintained there was no
legal precedent for such a study.

Last week, the U. S. Circuit Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia
ruled that an environmental assess-
ment of possible psychological effects
was necessary under the National
Environmental Policy Act, which re-
quires public health and safety to be
considered before any federal action.
It is a prudent decision. If it had been
made two years ago by the NRC valu-
able time would have been saved.

The court noted that the public's
mental health already had been dam-
aged by the TMI accident and starting
up Unit 1 might exacerbate that dam-
age. Thus, in this instance, the court
ruled, an environmental assessment is
required before any decision is made
by the NRC. The court also indicated a
similar assessment may be required
under the Atomic Energy Act and
asked the’NRC to address that issue
before the court.

The Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia strongly urged the NRC to take
psychological impact into consider-
ation on any TMl-related decision. The
federal Atomic Safety and Licensing

.fJoard, which has held extensive hear

ingson the restart of Unit 1. made the
same recommendation, noting that the
failure to do so "may produce addition-
al stress in that the public may per-
ceive an attitude that their fears are of
no consequence.” Public-interest

groups made similar requests

In December. 1980, the NRC, which
at the time had only four members,
split evenly on the question, thus deny-
ing the request. An appeal to the cir-
cuit court was filed by People Against
Nuclear Energy, a citizens group based
in Middletown, Pa., the TMI site.

The court-ordered assessment could
delay the planned start-up of Unit 1.
which tentatively had been set for this
spring by General Public Utilities
Corp., owner of TT4l. The utility needs
revenue generated by the undamaged
reactor to finance clean-up at Unit 2.

The need to remove the deadly
wastes from the Unit 2 reactor prompt-
ly and safely is critical, and the longer
that task is delayed, the more danger-
ous and costly it will be. But clean-up
of Unit 2 cannot supercede the prot>
Ilcms hanging over the safe operation
of Unit 1. A legitimate problem that
must be resolved is the public's percep-
tion about their own safety if the reac-
tor is returned to service.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion is reviewing the equipment
changes made at Unit 1 since the acci-
dent and studying the competence of
management at the plant, pending a
final decision on licensing the reactor.
It is only appropriate that the public's
confidence be weighed as well.

In its December, 1980 tie vote on the
psychological stress question, former
NRC commissioner Joseph M. Hendrie
argued against considering it. noting
that the Congress has decided “that
tire country is to have a nuclear power
program even if it makes some people
uneasy " Resolving every American’s
uneasiness about the safety of nuclear
energy is. of course, impossible. But
the people living near TMI have lived
through the nation’s worst commer-
cial nuclear accident and. as a result,
have some undeniable menial scars to
show for it. Reducing those concerns is
a proper, and unequivocal, responsibil-
ity.of the NRC.



Issue Of Stress With
TMI Not Finished Yet

Due to the recent PANE vic-
tory in a Federal Court of Ap-
peals in Washington, D.C., it
appears that an eventual
Environmental Assessment of
the psychological stress and
community fears of this area
related to any operation of
Three Mile Island Unit | will be
performed. But PANE also
feels that the NRC or Met-
Ed/GPU will take the issue to
the United State Supreme Court
for a final decision.

Plans for the Environmental
Assessment began taking
shape at a January 22 meeting
in Bethesda, MD. The meeting
was attended by William Jor-
dan, Ill, attorney for PANE,
and PANE Board members
Paola Kinney and Joyce Cor-
radi. Harold Denton of the NRC
and several representatives
from Metropolitan
Edison/GPU also attended the
meeting.

- PANE has stated repeatedly
that it is extremely concerned
with_the planning on how the
Environmental ~ Assessment
will be constructed, im-
plemented, and what
geographic areas will be
studied. PANE spokespersons
state that the organization has
worked with several nationally
known psychiatrists,
sociologists, and psychologists
for the ﬁast 2'A years who could
assist the NRC in designing an
assessment that will not be
| biased.
According to PANE, an

assessment completed without
its input and continuous
scrutiny will only create a
situation where further court
action will be necessary.
“PANE is interested in an un-
biased Environmental Assess-
ment that truly reflects the
TMI area,” a release from the
group states.

A PANE spokesperson

Continued from Page 1

The Federal Appeals Court
ruled in PANE’S favor, requir-
ing the NRC to conduct and j
Environmental Assessment.
This court decision comes 28
months after PANE originally
asked the NRC to examine
psychological stress and com-
munity fears in the TMI area.

The PANE spokesperson also
added that even though the
NRC appears to be planning to
do an Environmental Assess-
ment, PANE feels that the NRC
or Met-Ed/GPU will eventually
take this issue to the Supreme
Court with hopes of overturning
the lower court decision.

For more information on the
matter, interested citizens and |
PANE members are encourag-
ed to attend a January 31, 1982
meeting at 7:15 p.m. in the
Frey Village Guest House con-
ference room, North Union
Street, Middletown.
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pointed out that the organiza-
tion formally asked the NRC to
consider the issue of psycho-
logical stress in September
1979. However it took the NRC
Commissioners until December
1980 to decide in a 2-2 vote not to
review the issue. As a result
PANE'’S attorney took the case
to a Federal Appeals Court.
(ConWtmed On Sec. 1, Page 12)
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Justices

By Aaron Epstein

Inquirer WasMnfion Bureev

WASHINGTON T- Ever since the
nation’s most serious commercial nu-
clear accident occurred in March
1979 at Three Mile Island, residents
near the Pennsylvania plant have
complained of tension and fear that
they said sometimes aggravated ul-
cers and caused other ailments.

Yesterday, the Supreme Court
agreed to decide whether the psycho-
logical impact of the fear of a nucle-
ar accident must be,evaluated by the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) before the undamaged TMI
reactor is allowed to be restarted.

The U5. Court of Appeals here
' ruled, 2-1, last spring that, under the
National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969, the NRC is required to evalu-
ate the effects of its decisions on
public health — and that “health
encompasses psychological health.”

The appeals court ruling came af-
ter the NRC refused to consider com-,
plaints of mental distress in examin-
ing the request of some neighbors of

Philadelphia Inquirer ¢
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Clean It.

Close It.

to rule on TMI

TMI that the NRC not give permis-
—— restart the plant’'s undamaged

reactor.,
Those who won the lower court
ruling — including the community

group People Against Nuclear Ener-
gy of Middletown, Pa., that filed the
suit— have said the accident created
intense anxiety among residents of
the. TMI area. That worry, they say,
among other things has caused skin
rashes and aggravated ulcers.

Although the lower court attempt-
ed to confine its conclusion to the
unique facts at TMI, critics argue
that if the ruling is allowed to stand,
it would affect the entire nuclear-
power industry and other govern-
ment decisions as well.

The Justice Department, represent-
ing the NRC, joined private utilities
in urging a high court review of the
ruling. The department termed the
May ruling “an extraordinary expan-
sion” of federal environmental-im-
pact law.

Under the lower court's reasoning,
federal government plans for pris-

ons, military bases, dams, air traffic
control facilities and urban low-in-
come housing would be subject to
“burdensome and subjective" assess-
ments of psychological impact, the
Justice. Department argued in a
brief.

Scientists and Engineers for Se-
cure Energy, an organization repre-
senting 1,000 college scientists, engi-
neers and researchers, said in a brief
that the Court of Appeals ruling
would “transform a modern, techni-
cal decision-making process into an
elusive medieval quest to allay super-
stition, Irrational fear and media-
enhanced hysteria.”

But the American Psychological
Association said in an brief that
stress is measurable, and the Court
of Appeals ruling itself tried to dis-
tinguish between strong antl-nucle-
ar feelings and actual psychological
damage.

U.S. environmental law “does not
encompass mere dissatisfactions
arising from social opinions, eco-
nomic concerns or political disagree-

WILL YOU HELP 7?77?7777

ments with agency INRCI policies,”
Circuit Judge J. Skelly Wright wrote
in the majority opinion of the Court
of Appeals.

"It does apply to post-traumatic
anxieties accompanied by physical
effects and caused by fears of recdr-

. ring catastrophe."
. Wright recalled that the Presi-
dent's Commission on the Accident
at Three Mlle- Island had reported
that the major health impact of the
near-disaster was on the “mental
health of the people living in the

. [Harrisburg, Pa.| region... and ofthe
workers at TML.”

But dissenting Judge Malcolm R.
Wilkey wrote that the effect of the
ruling was “to let any special-inter-
est group effectively repeal an act of
Congress if it cbuid whip up suffi-
cient hysteria.”

Unless the Supreme Court over-
turns the lower court ruling, the
NRC would be required to examine
not only the actual risk of health but
also "how people perceive and react
to the risk... no matter how scientif-

ically ignorant" their fears may be,
Wilkey asserted. s

General Public Utilities Corp.
(GPU), which owns the TMI nuclear
plant, is seeking NRC permission to
restart its undamaged reactor but
has encountered strong opposition.

People Against Nuclear Energy
filed suit after the community group
failed to persuade the NRC to take
mental stress into account. The
group argued that only at TMI has
there been a fluclear accident that
triggered such “psychological'vul-
nerability” in [the people living
there.

But GPU, the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce and other business interests
urged the Supreme Court not to al-
low the residents' fear to override
the intent of Congress.

4n a 1978 case, the Supreme Court
observed: “Congress has made a
choice to at least try nuclear energy,
establishing a reasonable review
process in which courts are to play
only a limited role."

GPU officials long have expressed

the hope that the .Supreme Court
would agree to hear the case.
For GPU, the eventual restart of

TMI's Unit 1 is considered the most ;

significant element in the company's -

long struggle to
strength, and the high court's deci-

regain financial '

sion means that company attorneys -

will have another opportunity to
overturn the appeals court ruling.

The NRC had set a Dec. 10 deadline
for deciding whether to lift the 1979
order shutting down Unit |, but as of
now, the appeals court requirement
would have to be met before any
resumption of operations.

Since Unit 1 was removed from the
rate base of GPU's three operating
subsidiaries by the Pennsylvania
Public Utility Commission in 1980,
the company has foregone some $57
million in annual revenue, and near-
ly $26 million in 1981 earnings.

The removal of the unit also has
forced GPU to buy replacement pow-
er at costs much higher than if it
Weifre able to produce that power it-
self.
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its last obstar’e to restart.

The psychological stress >sue
first surfaced as a difficult question
in July 1979, less than four months
after Pennsylvanians and the na-
tion were shaken by the TMI-Unit
2 accident.

NRC Genera! Counsel Leonard
Bickwit advised commissioners
then that the decision on conduct-
ing an environmental impact state-
ment on residents’ psychological
stress was a close call. He said ci
cuit court decisions favoring stress
as an issue were “good Law,” but in
the minority. Bickwit said "a series
of difficult questions” had to be an-
swered.

Was the stress impact “cogniz-
able” under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act? Was stress a ,
“health impact” requiring analysis?
Was stress just “an unforeseen con-
sequence” of the original Unit | li-
cense, or ““so severe” any restart
should be treated as a new federal
action requiring an envir 'mental
review?

The NRC did nothing about it,
so PANE raised the issue in Sep-
tember 1979. It wasn't until De-
:ember 1980 that the NRC voted 2-
' not to order an atomic safety and
icensing board considering Unit |
estart to include psychological
;tress in its review.

After PANE went to court and
eventually got the circuit court
tere to rule that stress should have
seen considered, the NRC began as-
;essing the issue last January. One
NRC member, Victor Gilinsky, has
charged the NRC has intentionally
aragged its heels in deciding oi,
stress evaluation so the case could

go to the Supreme Court.

This summer, the circuit court
order prompted rigorous govern-
ment and GPU appeals, plus strong-
ly worded briefs from seven like-
minded business groups.

The government argued that
stress was not an “environmental-
ly-generated” health effect. U.S.
Solicitor General Rex E. Lee added
that “virtually every federal activi-
ty arguably generates psychologi-
cal impacts” which, if pursued,
would tie up federal agencies with
“burdensome and subjective” con-
tentions.
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B Kari Light, a*board
member of the local group

PainE (People Against
Nuclear Energy) commented
that the decision was not the
one the group was hoping for.
“If the Supreme Court had not
agreed to hear it,” she com-
mented, ‘“‘the issue would be
solved once and for all.” If the
high court had not agreed to
hear the case, the court of ap-
peals decision would stand.

There is a positive side to it,
however, Light added, “We’'ll
have the opportunity to have
the whole iaea looked at by the
highest law possible.”

epresentatives from PANE
will be present with oral
arguments from their attorney
and expert witnesses, but ac-
cording to Light, “it will be a
long difficult road.” Their par-
t|<_:|[:>at|on in the court hearings
will cost the group of approx-
imately 175 families upwards of
$25,000. That cost, coupled with
the $27,000 in legal fees they
already owe is sure to raise
some concern among the group
members.

They will, however, Light
noted, try to raise the money
through “contributions from
like-minded individuals who
aren’t able to be physically or
mentally involved.” She also

said that the group will con-
tinue to raise money through
bake sales and craft shows.

Although Light was unsure as
to what PANE’S course of ac-
tion would be, she noted that
the group has obtained well-
known, design-oriented
psychologists to testify before
the high court in its behalf.

The American Psychological
Association has also filed a
“friend of the court” brief
stating that the psychological
stress referred to by PANE is
indeed measurable, and the
tools for such a study are
available.
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