reqmred changes

By PATRICE FLINCHBAUGH
Of the Daily Record .~ .

MIDDLETOWN ‘- .Although
.much-has changed at Three Mile

Island since. the nation’s worst

commercial nuclear disaster crip-
pled a $1.2 billion reactor here

- nearly 'two years ago, a control

‘Bill Zewe, a' TMI supervisor, at the helm., =

room supervisor is. calling 'some

required changes in the other, un- -

damaged, unit cosmetic.

- Before General Pubhc Utllitxes
Co. can restart the idle Unit 1. reae-

tor, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory-
: Commission has required the utili- -
ty to-equip its control room with.a

alot of new hardware . and. wiring

that is supposed .to prevent acci- -
dents: like the one that happened -

March 28,1979. -
T™MI offteials stress the NRC can

authorize restart of the undamaged -
unit before federal safety hearings

in Harrisburg end. According to

one TMI spokesman the federal -
Atomic Safety -and Licensing
Board'’s final decision — expected
by September — is not binding on
the nuclear commission members.

Restart is not physically - possible

‘before that time, though, the utility

spokesmen say. Preliminary test-

- ing will extend at least lthrough this

summer theyadd.
Wllliam Zewe, a shift supervtsor

~in the control center of Unit 1, said

during 'a tour Monday some. of the

_ government-ordered modifications

to-Unit 1's control panel will ‘benefit

“véteran reactor operators little. He -
‘was ‘referring - to 1nodifications. in

the labelling and layout of the con-
trolpanel. . -

Zewe said new. operators howev-
er, will undoubtedly be aided by the.
new tags, fire-alarms and lights in*
the control room. Training new
workers on the altered control pan-

See TMIon3A .
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in TMI valve

By PATRICE FLINCHBAUGH
Of the Daily Record

- WASHINGTON' — Federal regu-
lators are unsure whether changes”
made in a pressure valve — whose
failure caused the accident. at

Three Mile Island — will make the - .-

" ‘Middletown plant safer to operate. -
Rather than open the massive
steel mechanism . called POR
(power operated relief valve), a
new pressure control would bypass
the valve and shut down the entire
reactor, Nuclear Regulatory. Com-
mission- staff members told an
NRC technjcal - adv1sory board
Thursday.
The panel of atoric, scientists is
holding a two-day hearing to evalu-
atechianges made at TMI in prepa-

Other federal safety hearings on
TMI-1 in Harrlsburg are expeeted-
‘to end by mid-July. :

Unit one's sister reactor- was_‘

crippled in a mishap 2'2 years agp, :

when the PORV. stuck open ‘even- : \
tually leading to ¢ore damage and

release of radiation to the public.

TM I Continued from 1A

Met-Ed- has been constructmg,
w1thout final NRC .approval, a
device called a" ‘“‘submerged
demmierahzer system (SDS)” to
clean up: the accident , water.
" Snyder said Monday the NRC will

B whlch has repeatedly cried pauper.

o bnyder acknowledged there are
some currently unsolved problems

-, with SDS..For one, preliminary
: reports show that radloactlve

As a result of the accident, the
NRC is requiring modifications at -
many of the nation s 98 nuclear_.

plants..
The new TMI valve setup would

rely largely on main reactor safety
ystems, which never have: been
hallenged on a regular basis in .

- any operating p]ant the NRC sta

acknowledged.

©- “T can recognize: the motlvatton‘ g
here... They had'an accident with a’

PORYV,; biit no-one has demonstrat-

* ed that the fix has decreased the .
' risk,” said panelist William Kerr,

professor .of nuclear engineering -

- and director of énergy researchat

ation for the restart of Unit 1.« e University of Michigan.

‘Valves have been troublesome to -

the nuclear industry for years, ac-

cording to Bob Pollard of the Union'

.See TMI on IiA_

- of Concerned Scientists and a-for-. -

-not base its evaluation of SDS on.
.cost considerations to the utility,

v

cesium when SOlldlfled in cement
leaches out in hundreds of days. .
' Snyder said  other ‘methods of
treating the water were considered
by the NRC. He said diluting and
releasing it into thé Susquehanna.
would have no adverse health ef-
fects, according "to staff conclu-
‘smns s ‘
~ The first in a series of pubhc
meetings to discuss the NRC docu- -
ment-is scheduled for Sept.3-at the

‘Education Forum .in Harrrsburg,
Snyder added o e




