g

d  could’ ‘stand. before the 670,000-

gall :of water for less than

£ two minutes before receiving his

‘most hagardous
far — including

quarterly aliowable dose of radia-
tion. - s
But Met-Ed says water must be

- removed soon to avert disaster.in-

" side the containment building.
Rising water threatens to over-

a day have heen seepin
systems o join::- the "iwater
released in the containment base-
ment durmg the March 1979 acc
dent.’ ;

Skeptics say- Met-Ed is just using
scare tactics to push through SDS;
a new water cleaning system with
a solid-waste end product -that i$
too radloachve to- handle 4n their
opinion. -

The- Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission-is deciding right. now how:
to classify the contarmnated water

lear citizens say high-ievel.
There are disposal problems in

r case. ‘Arcommercial ‘burial
rpud
like: sludge plus spent filters and :

ite must be picked for the-

liners: used in. the process. Over- * fe

‘tures have been made to Gov. Dixie

‘Lee'Ray for burial in Richland,
‘Wash., the utility’s prime choice of
three available sites.

~if she refuses to accept the
‘-.waste, ‘utility officials must

‘bargain elsewhere. Met-Ed and the

‘NRC do not intend to convert the -
island into a long-term radioactive
-dump site, spokesmen for both

little- more than:
storage’ problem
he blocked.

the radioactlve e

a ' meet federal standards for
“methe

‘The NRC Whl(:h pproves - the

site; 5ays selection _
tgecause commercial

hl

be tricky;. .
. water- prn]ect director, said. Hitt '

work,- according to: recent’
laboratory research reports S
Richard - McGoey, 'TMI - wasle:

N
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the second phase of a test to decide -’

how well cement contains cesjum.
Met-Ed has only four samples of
the water and all show large quan-
tities of cesium are present. .,

Preliminary studies.'by .
Brookhaven laboratory indicate
cesium leaches out of cement

within 2 few hundred days, ac-
cording to Brookhaven technlcian
Jim Lease.

But until conciuswe evuience is.
found, McGoey says Met-Ed will .
proceed with what it feels i5 the -

safest way to treat the accxdent
waler,

Anti-nuclear groups disagree v

They would prefer evaporating the
water.

McGoey said evaporatlon and

SDS were given equal considera-
tion lastspring, but the former was

k ected as too complex.”
- Apparéntly, an operator must
maintain numerous critical water
levels in an evaporator, he said. In
SDS, 1t’s just one flow line.

Met-Ed has been working on
lans to treat and dump the water
in the Susquebanna since
" December 1979. SDS is expected to
be ready by November, but it can-
not be used until it’s approved by
the NRC.

Contrary to ant:-nuclear Eroup’s
assertions, NRC has said it will not
automatically approve, SDS.

Bill Traverse, NRC" technician, -

‘said -the ' regulators - won't - be
bullied: Met-Ed is proceeding with
- SDS at its own financial risk.

+ The NRC will judge SDS in the
.context of a comprehensive review
of the: cleanup's 1mpact ‘on , the-

"area’s environment. Some atten-
tion will be given to cost, Traverse

sald.

That environmental. impact
statement will be presented to the
commission next Thursday in
Washington. Even so, SDS won't be
reviewed lmmedlately, said
Traverse.

The EPICOR 11 system, schedul-
ed to. finish
moderately-contaminated half of

. TMI aecident water by Monday,
cost roughly $2.5 miilion, said - be

McGoey.

Should the NRC deny use of the
more expensive SDS, McGoey said
the project will have to be scrap-
ped. In his mind, the biggest im-

‘pact would be lost time and the

danger of a prolonged cleanup.
'We're taikmg two to three years

treating the

in the present regulatory environ-
ment ‘before -5DS solidification”
equipment will be working.
“Any unnecessary delays would
be crifical. We're about eight to 12.
inches from two valves that control’
a core cooling system. We want to.
be able to use that system even-
tually instead of the fans now in
operation,” he said. :
McGoey said the water is rising
about one inch each month.
But Traverse said the NRC wop’t
‘pushed into a corner. The en-

- vironmental 1n1pact statement

comes first.

Traverse confirmed that the
Lancaster-based, anti-nuclear Sus-
quehanna Valley Alliance (SVA)
forced the NRC to await the en-.
vironmental impact statement.-

- §VA’s push for an impact state-
ment was prompted by concern for
effects of TM1's.cleanup on the Sus-.
quehanna River. (Lancaster city,
Wrightsville, Columbia and and’
Safe Harbaor .,all draw drinking
water from-the rivér downstream-
of TMI, . according to the slate
Department ol Envlronmenta]

B Resources.)

SVA says any “attempt to

B cvaluate SDS or its predecessor

EPICOR 11 is illegal without eon-
‘sidering what all clean-up steps
mean, inclueding krypton venting

we sat back and waitéd for the
NRC te approve :something, it
would be 1rresponsible

“] know there are groups, who if
they had the time and same
resources to do the types of evalua-
tions we've done, would also con-
clude SDS is. the best route to
take,” he said-

SDS works like a water sottener
by exchanging ions — in TMI's
case, radioactive for non-
radioactive ones.

The system is to be placed under
water in_the 440,000-galion spent
fuel pool of Unit 2's reactor
building.

The dirty water will pass through .

a collection of filters and resin
beds, all designed to collect’
radjoactivity From there, it will
go to two 500,000-gallon holding
tanks, just recently constructed on
the island.

A court injunction now bars Met-
Ed from releasing any accident-
‘related water into the Susquehan-
‘na. But public documents indicate-
-it is the company's plan (o release

the water as early as. January-198l.-

Utility spokesmen say a final deci-
sion has not been' made yet.

.8VA is concerned about any
release because S5DS “does not
remove radioactive tritium from
water. Tritium is not known to cnn-

tritium will: be momtored in- any
planned releases. . -
What remains of the SDS proceal‘
besides waler are the 4x4 feet nd-
6x6 feet filters, liners and resin-
beds ‘that contaln concentrated:
radioactivity.-. ,
_ Those must :be indiviclual]y--
packaged by remote control in-
steel and lead-encased casks, if for:
transport; or in concrete vaults :
for temp-nrary storage -on the:
island. . - .
McGoey saiﬂ it takes: clays )
ready a-shipment of casks.for
transport — a.round of inspecdons y
is done by at least four groups.
Theoretically, SDS wastes will be :
buried in'a commercial site which:
is licensed to handle up to 15, 000-
curies perload. - ’
McGoey' said’ such sites are:
chosen'for their impermeable clay--
like ground-and absence of gro!
walter. He said the‘site ass .
any buried container will eventu
ly decay, so the’ ground itself must:

‘be considered” the permanen "¢y

tainer.

At least that's the case fo lo
level radipactive -wastes: Should
the SDS byproduets be consid
high-level, a different tack may
necessary, although TMI offic
aren't certain. | L _
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